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T h u rsd a y , N o v em b er 10th, w as u n til  sundow n q u ite  

ty p ic a l  o f th e s e  te n  N ov em b er days a t the  r a n c h ,  s i n ce  F r id a y  

th e  4th  w hen we a r r iv e d  to  r e s t  f ro m  o u r E a s te r n  t r i p  u n til  

 ̂^ .  M̂ o n d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 4 th  w h e n  w e  re tu rn  to  W ashington^ J^’h ey

w e re  m a rk e d  b y  a  s tra n g e  in a b ility  to  s le e p , and  m uch  of th e  day  

re v o lv e s  a ro u n d  w hen and  w h e th e r  and how one d id  s le e p .  M o s t 

a g g ra v a tin g . It is  sjoixDessdaxx som ehow  an  in e v itab le  r e s u l t  w ith  

a lm o s t  a l l  o f us on th e  t r ip  a ro u n d  the  w o rld , SSfca: gain ing  a  day  

a n d lo s in g  a  day , an d g e ttin g  o u r in te rn a l  c lo ck  q u ite  u p s e t .  V

"Rest" a t  th e  r an ch  is  a  co m p le te  m isn o m e r  to  m e , an d  I  do 

n o t u n d e rs ta n d  how i t  is  r e s t f u l  to  L yndon . T he a i r p o r t  s ta y s  b usy  

w ith  p la n e s  com ing  and  go ing , d isg o rg in g  C ab in e t M e m b e rs  and  sfscx 

o ffic ia ls  w ith  im p o rta n t ,  d iff icu lt new  d e c is io n s , b u d g e t e s t im a te s .

I t is  in  f a c t  liv in g  in  a  re v o lv in g  d o o r, I  only know th t  so m ehow  it. 

m a n a g e s  to  be r e s t f u l  to  L y n d o n ,^

T h is  m o rn in g 's  p lan e lo ad  b ro u g h t S e c re ta ry  M cN a m a r a  

. and  G e n e ra l  E a r l  W h ee le r and  W alt R ostow  and G e o rg e  C h r is t ia n

and H al P a c h io s  and Tom  Jo h n so n . It w as a  m o rn in g  of w o rk  and  th en  

lu n ch , and  th en  a t  1:45 in to  th e  f ro n t y a rd  fo r  a  P r e s s  C o n fe ren ce  

^  w ith  M cN am ara  and  Lyndon m ak in g  a  jo in t s ta te m e n t.

J !  T he h o u se  h a s  b eco m e  a  jo in t r e s id e n c e  and o ff ic e . V is i to r s  

p o u r  in  and  new s p o u rs  o u t. And th e s e  old w a lls  a r e  b u r s t in g  a t  th e  

. se am .* ^ ;' ' r ‘  ̂ :
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I sp e n t a  p a r t  o f th e  a f te rn o o n  re t r a c in g  m y  s te p s  w ith  

N ancy  to  th e  g u e s t t r a i l e r  and  the  C ed a r  H ouse, rev iew in g  o u r  

hang ing  of p ic tu r e s ,  m ak in g  n o tes  of b e d sp re a d s  to  b e  bough t, 

w indow  sh a d e s  o r  d ra p e s  to  be  d ec id ed  on , and to  the  h ang a r  to  ' . 

m a k e  c h o ic e s  b e tw een  f lo o r  co v e rin g  an d w all c o v e r in g . T hey  ; 

a r e  doing a  q u ick  in ex p en s iv e  job  of co n v ertin g  i t  to  p a r t - t im e  h a n g a r  — 

p a r t - t im e  m e e t in g  hall  w h e r e  P r e s s  c o n fe re n c e s  and g a th e r in g s  

cou ld  b e  h e ld  w hen th e  w e a th e r  is  co ld  o r  when i t  is  r a in in g , : .

A goodlooking s im u la te d  s t o n e  vinyl f l oor ,  an  oatm e a l 

c o lo re d  v /a ll hang ing , a  good fo il f o r  an y  d e c o ra tio n s .

And th e n  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  fiv e  C ab in e t, M ilita ry  an d  tra v e l in g  

s ta f f  h ad  le f t  a nd th e  ra n c h  a s su m e d  its  o th e r  fa c e .  We b e g a n  o u r  

d a ily  r i tu a l  - -  in to  th e  c a r ,  Lyndon, L u c i and  I  and o v e r  to  the  L ew is 

P la c e  to  p ic k  up A . W ., d ro v e  a ro u n d  the  L ew is and H a r tm a n ,

-c irc l in g  th o se  c a lic h e  h i l ls  to  s e e  the  su n se t f ro m  th e  to p . It is  an

.e a r ly  f a l l .  We h ad  a  f r o s t  by  th e  f i r s t  of N ov em b er and  th e  s u m a c s 

a r e  b r i l l i a n t  red ,-/^^d  th e  Span ish  Oaks d a rk  r u s s e t ,b u t  th e  su n flo w e r« 

a n d a s t e r s  h av e  gone . T h e  m o rn in g  is  c r i s p  and c h ill, b u t th e  days 

have b een  h o t go lden  b lu e . I t is  in  th e  80s in  th e  m id d le  o f th e  d ay . 

In d ian  s um m e r .  A b so lu te ly  d i v i n e  w e a th e r  to  l iv e  w ith ̂ th a t  i s ,  b u t 

th e  p a r t  of u s  th a t is  r a n c h e r  lo o k s  a t  th e  b lu e  sky  w ith  a  g ro a n  and  

y e a rn s  fo r  r a in .
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I t w as a f t e r  s ix - th i r ty  w hen w e d e c id e d  to  go to  C e c il  R uby’s 

fo r  d in n e r ,  C e c il and  M rs .  Ruby have a  d e e r  cam p c lo se  to  th e i r  - 

m a in  ra n c h  o u t f ro m  B uda and  th e y  w e re  hav in g  so m e  40 o r  50 

g u e s ts  inc lu d in g  the  D ire c to rs  o f th e  A m erican National Bank 

O n the- b u s in e s s p h one  w e  a sk e d  M a ri a l l e n  a n d  M athild e  an d  M r ,

Galland h e r  fa th e r  i f  th e y  cou ld  b e  re a d y  in  ab o u t t en  m in u te s  

T h ey  c o u ld .  W e got in  t ou c h  w ith  P a t  who is  d r iv in g  ou t f ro m  A u s tin . 

We rendezvoused a t  th e  M o u rsu n d  R anch , p ick ed  th e m  ujj^nd h e lic o p te re d  

o v e r  to  B u d a  la n d in g  in  a  f ie ld  n e a r  C e c il R uby 's  ra n c h  h o u se  and 

th e n  d riv in g  to  h is  d e e r  c am p . I t w as q u ite  d a rk  and  we w e re  a lo n e

: b n  th e  r o a d .  A ll th e  o th e r g u e s ts  h a d com e in  b e fo re  u s .

 ̂ T h e  ro a d  w as a l iv e  w ith  n ig h tl ife !  Two ra c c o o n s  c r o s s e d  

^ i n ^ ^ t n i f  u s i :'a^ a  skunk , h is  w hite  p lu m e  wav in g , am b le d  off 

in to  tixe b r u s h .  T h e re  w e re  lo ts  o f d e e r  in  the  shadow  c lo s e  b y ,

.■ and  once a  fox  d a r te d  qu ick ly  th ro u g h  the  h ead lig h ts  a n d  on in to  ithe „ .

;woods , ''‘  ̂  ̂ ^

'  I t  w as de lig h tfu l! T he hunting  cam p ;was a  b ig , ro o m y , ra m b lin g

- p la c e ,  w hich  h ad  grow n  C e c il  v e ry  p ro u d ly  show ed m e , f ro m  a  v ‘ . 

one ro o m  cab in  he  and  h is  w ife had  had  t h e r e - ^  t h e i r  young d a y s .

I t w as p r a c t ic a l ly  a  s to ry  of th e i r  own su c c e s s  f ro m  la b o r e r  to  

w ea lth y  c o n tr a c to r .  T h e ir  p le a s u re  in  having  us th e r e  w as so  genu ine  I 

an d  to uch ing  i t  added  to  m y  en jo y m en t of th e  even ing , and  I daosaax soon  ; 

'found m y s e lf  s u rro u n d e d  b y  fa m il ia r  co u p les  fro m  o u r p a s t  - -  th e  B en „  J
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B r ig h a m s , th e  J e s s e  J a m e s ,  th e  J a m ie  O d om s, th e  Tom  M il le r ,  J r . s ,

th e  E d  R hodes W ro es , C h a r le y  G ree n  w ithou t F lo y , I w as a w a re  of 

how  m an y  t im e s  i t  w as th e  c h ild re n  o f p eo p le  I had  known w hen

Lyndon w as a  C o n g re s sm a n  f r om  A u stin , How s h a rp ly  th is  to ld

. th e  ta le  o f p a s s in g  y e a r s  ̂w hich  I  som ehow  did n o t fe e l  v e r y  m u ch (

Suddenly  I  found m y s e lf  in  a  g ro u p  of fo u r, a l l  of u s  who

. p la y e d  b r id g e  to g e th e r  in  th e  3 0 s , and  I had  th a t a s to n ish in g  fe e lin g

"','My, you a ll  h av e  g row n o ld , " X c o s ily  exem pting  m y s e lf  f ro m  the

s a m e .  I t  w a s  a  p le a s a n t change of p a c e  in  life  a t  the  ra n c h  to  go

^IP  ' : . ou t to  d in n e r , and if  i t  s e e m s  b iz a r r e  to  tak e  along fo u r e x t r a  p e o p le --—
' ' -  ■ y\\A=x:AiJLLm^ .—

: P a t  and L u c i and  M athild e  and  h e r  f a th e r  ^o u r  hosts*  g re e tin g s  w e re  so

c o rd ia l  an d  the  w hole p a r ty  so  c a s u a l th a t  i t  a l l  se e m e d  to  f i t  in to  th e  ' 

w e s te rn  w ay of doing th in g s , % '*

-,r P a t  w as b u sy  m e e tin g  everybody; a c tu a lly  he knew  m o r e "  |

.n am es th an  we did in  h is  b r ie f  m on ths * w o rk  a t th e  s ta t io n . I t  w as • j

a  w a rm  an d  p le a s a n t  even ing , ending e a r ly  -  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  10 o ' c lo ck  

w e  w e re  b a c k  a t  th e  ra n c h , I  ta lk e d  to  Ly n d a  in  W ash in g to n , and  I 

h e a rd  th a t  D r . and M rs .  Young had  a  b ab y  g i r l  n am ed  a f t e r  m e ,

C lau d ia  D ian e , Lyndon, w ith  h is  dozens of n a m e s a k e s , an d  now  I 

w ith  tw o ,

- r  : :: m -  ' : , V I

' t


