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■ O u r 32nd w edding a n n iv e rs a ry , T h u rsd a y , N o v em b er 

17th, we awoke in  B e th e sd a  N aval H o sp ita l, the fo u rth  s ta y  I 

can  r e m e m b e r  th e r e  ̂ beginning in  1955 w ith  the long one  of 

6 w e e k s . 

A sh ton  cam e  in  the  m orn ing  and  I d ic ta te d  and  s ig n e d  

: m a i l  - -  m y  ro o m  a  b e d la m  - -  going ou t to  v is i t  Lyndon s e v e ra l  

t im e s  in  th e  m o rn in g . The p a p e r  sa id  he m a in ta in e d  a  b r i s k  

p a c e . I t  s e e m e d  in ten se  to  m e w hich  w as only  the f i r s t  day 

a f te r  the  o p e ra tio n . P r e s id e n t  E ise n h o w e r  cam e to  s e e  h im  

and s ta y e d  45 m in u te s . I c a n  only sp e a k  fro m  one s id e  of i t ,  

b u t I  know th a t Lyndon r e a l ly  en joys P r e s id e n t  Eisenhower,^- 

and  I  th in k  it  i s  m u tu a l. T h e re  i s  noth ing  th a t w ould g e n e ra te  

sy m p ath y  and u n d e rs tan d in g  o f a  P re s id e n t  lik e  ho ld ing  the job 

.^yourse lf.   ̂ ' ^
. . . 1 '  ;  ̂ ■ :■ -I • ,■ y r / ; ;  :

^ r ’Lyn don's ̂ *SA^has grow n f o r  a l l  who have h e ld  i t . :

V?

-.-’A nd la te r  C a r l  A lb e r t cam e , s t i l l  r e c upe ra tin g , f ro m  h is  

h e a r t  a tta c k  in  S e p te m b e r . He s e e m s  a c tu a lly  l e s s  v ig o ro u s  

than  the  p a tie n t h e  w as ca llin g  on - -  in  fa c t ,  w an an^ te n ta tiv e  

in  h i s  a p p ro a ch  to  life .

L a te r  in  the  day Lyndon h ad  a  m ee tin g  on f is c a l  an d  b u d g e ta ry  

m a t te r s .  F o w le r  and  C h a rle y  S chultz  and A rth u r  O kun , and B il l  

M a rtin  - -  W illiam  M cC hesney M artin .
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S o m etim e  du rin g  the day  the pad  and p e n c il d isa p p e a re d  

and  he w as ta lk in g  once m o re  a s  m uch a s  he lik ed  - -  a  l i t t le  

h o a r s e  and  q u ie t, b u t  in  g r e a t  s p i r i t s  and  good h u m o r, jok ing  

w ith  the  d o c to r s u n til J im  C a in ’s and D r. H u r s t 's  la u g h te r  

r a n g  down th e  h a l ls  and the o th e r s  a re  getting  to know h im  to o , 

w e ll enough to  lau g h  w ith  h im , and k eep in g  M a ry  and  M arie

■giggling, ; ^ ■

W e  pu t on  jl robes auad w en t in to  th e  h an d so m e  co n fe re n c e

ro o m  fo r  h a m b u rg e rs ,  a  la te  lunch , w ith  Bob F le m ing an d  

B il l  M o y ers  and  R ay  S h e a re r  an d  M ary , an d  then I  le f t  to  get 

in  two q u ick  g a m e s  o f bow ling an d  a  h a i r  com b a t J e a n  L o u is .

T h e n  I p u t on one of m y m o s t  b ea u tifu l d r e s s e s  - -  m y w h ite  Ra j a h  

s i lk  in  h o n o r of o u r 32nd a n n iv e rs a ry . I  h ad  ju s t  psax p lan n ed  

on hav ing  L uci and P a t  and L ynda and  w h a tev er s ta ff  w e re  

th e r e  to  sM ^’6""a p re t ty  cake w hich F e rd in a n d  w as m ak in g  and! 

send ing  ou t f ro m  the  W hite H o u se , and L iz  h ad  a sk e d  if  we cou ld  

h ave the P r e s s  in  to  tak e  o u r  p ic tu re .  Lyndon ag reed '.

B ut when I got b a c k  to  th e  h o s p ita l I  found th a t he  w as 

s leep ing  autid th a t H u b e rt and M u rie l w e re  w aiting  to  see  h im .

I b r ough t th e m  in to  fxxsdiEac thom -in to  th e  liv ing  ro o m  t o  c h a t w ith  m e , 

M u rie l i s  fu ll of e x c ite m e n t about m oving  in to  h e r  a p a r tm e n t.

-4-



N ov. 17, 1966 -  p ag e  3

W hile I  w as ta lk in g  a  m e ss a g e  cam e th a t Lyndon w an ted  

m e  to  com e into the  ro o m . We w e re  qu ite  a lo n e , ju s t  th e  two 

of u s .  T h e re  w e re  s ix  b o x es  s p re a d  out on a  ta b le  by h is  

h o s p ita l  b ed : He s a id  "I w ant you to  look  a t  th o se , and p ic k  

. w h ic h e v e r  one you lik e  b e s t . " I  opened  box a f te r  oJxsoc box  - -  

m y  e y e s  w ide w ith  a m a z e m e n t; T hey w e re  d iam o n d  e a r r in g s !

I  h a d  sp en t tw o y e a r s  se le c tin g  a  d iam ond  r in g , and  I  h ad  c a l le d  

, . i t  m y  a n n iv e r s a ry  p re s e n t ,  C h ris tm a s  p re s e n t ,  and  b i r t h day 

p re s e n t  fo r  y ears^ t and  y e a r s .  A c tu a lly , I  h ad  r a th e r  hoped  I  

m ig h t g e t d iam ond e a r r in g s  som etim e b e fo re  we le f t th e  W hite

H o u se . MdBX N e v e r  fo r  a m o m en t did. I  im ag ine I  w ould ge t 

th e m  b o th  the  sam e se a so n , and  I  only  h a lf  m ad e  m y  p r o te s ta t io n s  

th a t they  c o s t  to o  m uch , and  th a t we r e a l ly  sh o u ld n ’t,

I  s e le c te d  the o n es  w ith  pc la rg e  p e a r - s h a p e d  d ro p s .

T hey  w ere  L iz ' p re fe re n c e  to o , s o I pu t th em  on, and  out we. 

w ent in to  the. b ig  c o n fe re n c e  ro o m  w h ere  on  th e  ta b le  w as a  . 

c ak e  th a t s a id  32 happy years^, and  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  i t  w as  a  

c lu s te r  o f  the  n ew sp ap e r w om en who m o s t r e g u la r ly  acco m p an y  

m e ; H e len  T h o m as  an d  F r a n c e s  Lew ine and I s a b e l le Sh e lto n , .

) Wauhillau L aH ay I b e lie v e , M arie  S m ith  eind N an cy

D ic k e r s o n  - -  som e 8 o r  10 - -  and a  dozen p h o to g ra p h e rs , and  

; M arie  and M a ry  and  M arv in  and B il l  M o y e rs , and D r. H u r s t  

and J im  C ain , and L ynda and L u c i and  P a t,  and  th e  H u m p h re y s ,
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I t exp loded  in to  a  r e a l  happy t im e . Lyndon s a t , 

do wn and cu t the cake -while th e  p h o to g ra p h e rs  f la sh e d  aw ay,

V and  I  to ld  everybody  how happy I w as , and  Lyndon a n sw e re d  w ith  

. - • " s o m e  lovely  c o m p lim e n ts , and  th e r e  I w a s  in  m y  e a r r in g s

and  nobody sa id  a  w o rd —  not even f ro m  H elen  T h o m a s ! I  don’t 

know w h eth er i t  w as f ro m  p o li te n e s s  o r  w h e th e r b e c a u s e  in  a ll

■ ̂  th o se  y e a r s  th a t  th e y  h ad n ’t  seen  m e w ea r r e a l  ex p en s iv e

je w e lry  th ey  ju s t  th o u ght  fo r  s u re  they  w ere  p a s te !

. E v e ry b o d y  h a d  co ffee  and c a k e ,  and  H u b ert p ro p o se d  a 

to a s t  to  u s  in  co ffee , and th en  N ancy  Dick e rs o n  a n sw e re d  w ith  , 

co m p lim e n ts  f ro m  th e  P r e s s .  M a rie  S m ith  gave us a  book on 

W hite H ouse b r id e s ,  one fo r  us an d  one fo r  Luci an d  P a t ,  and 

th o se  two young fo lks gave m e  a  d a r l ing c a r d  th a t  s a id  I  w ould 

" receive 50 pounds of b lue  b o n n e t s e e d s  w hich  I  im m ed ia te ly ^  ' :

t r a n s la te d  in to  $ 1 0 0 .0 0 , b eam in g  a t th e i r  g e n e ro s ity  and  w o rry in g  

. a t th e i r  im p ro v id en ce  a t  the s a m e t im e . v

- : V, L yndon re fu s e d  h is  s lic e  of cak e , say ing  "M ak e  m in e  

t a p io c a ," to  th e  h i la r i ty  of e v e r y o n e .  V

: A nd th e n  the  P r e s s  h ad  gone, b u t  i t  w a s  only the  beg inn ing  

of the  ev en in g . P l anning and ex ecu tin g  it a l l ,  in  ab o u t 2 h o u rs  

- t im e , to  m y  co m p le te  s u r p r i s e  Lyndon h ad  in v ited  the  D e a s o n s , .

Ju n e  and  B ill  W hite, D iana an d  D onald  M a cA rth u r , M arn y  and 

C la r k  C liffo rd , an d  J im  and E liz a b e th  Row e. The H u m p h rey s
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c o u ld n 't s ta y . We s e tt le d  down to  a  good d in n er w ith  the 

c h i ld re n  and  M a rie  and M ary  and M arv in  , and  it  w as the 

s o r t  of c o m fo rta b le  even ing  that you sa v o r, w ant to  l a s t  long, 

p a r tly b e c a u se  i t  w as so im p ro m p t u  and th e  g u e s ts  a l l  peop le  

, I  p a r t ic u la r ly  en joy . W ith  ch am p agne th e r e  w e re  to a s ts ,  in

--- -------------- -̂--- ------------------------------------------------------ --------- ----------------

tu r n  and a t leng th  , w ith  g r e a t  w a rm th , fro m  B ill  D eason  

and  B ill  W hite , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  good one f ro m  D iana, an d  f ro m»

J im  Row e and C la rk  C liffo rd , and  th e n  s in ce  i t  w as a  g roup  

m o s t of w hom  h ad  long  m e m o r ie s  of W ashing ton , th e r e  w e re

r e m in is c e n c e s  abou t the  S enate  "g r e a t"  ̂ a  good s to ry  f ro m  Jasstxx 

B ill  W hite and  J im  Row e about th a t c o lo rfu l g ian t T o m  C onnally  

 and  S en a to r Ho ey of N o rth  C a ro lin a  and p o s s ib ly  the  la s t  

o f h is  k ind  S en a to r Bob K e r r  -- all of which m ad e  w o n d erfu l s to ry te ll in g .

A nd th en  a  c o m p a r iso n  of P r e s s  S e c r e ta r ie s ,  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  

anyone cou ld  r e m e m b e r .  I  have a fee lin g  J im  H a g e rty  c a m e  o u t 

on to p .

T he to a s ts  I re m e m b e re d  b e s t  an d  loved  m o s t w e re  

Lynda's and. L u c i s .. I  d o n 't know w h eth er I w as m o re  p ro u d  of 

th e  w ay th ey  co u ld  ta lk  o r  t h a t  th a t  w as the w ay they  f e l t  ab o u t u s .
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T hen  we saw  the m ov ie  of m y  l a s t  t r ip  in  S e p te m b e r , 

" F a c e s  o f th e  W est"  and the m o v ie , " P re s id e n t ,  J u ly  1 9 6 6 ."

T he g u e s ts  le f t  a  l i t t le  a f te r  e lev en , and Lyndon w en t b a c k  to  h is  

h o s p i t a l  b e d , and I to  m y  ro o m . W hat a  d ay  fo r  a  m a n  w ho w a s  

ju s t  one day aw ay f ro m  s u rg e ry ,  and w hat a  day  fo r any  w ife to  

• r e m e m b e r  a s  h e r  32nd w edding a n n iv e r s a ry !
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