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e pace., It aeemed mtense to me wh1ch was onl}r the f1rst day

" and I thm.k 1t 1s mutual There 13 nothmg that would generate
‘ --'.';.-~sympathy a.nd under stand1ng o:E a Pre s1dent 11ke holdlng the Job ; :

: :haart attack in SePtember. He seems actuallY less ngorous '_

6 weeks. . | 4 /

: 'fma1l == my room a bedlam - gomg out to v1s1t Lyndon several o .

. after the operat1on. Pre szdent E1senhower. came to see h1rn'= L
"and stayed 45 mmutes. ~ I can only speak from one szde of 11:, |

B ’but I know that Lyndon really enJoys Pres1dent Ezsenhower,

»r'natters. . Fowler and Charley Schultz and Arthur Okun, and Bill
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Our 32nd weddmg anniver sary, Thur sda.y, November

17th we awoke in Bethe sda Naval Hosp1ta1 the fourth stay I o

" can. remember there beg1nn1ng in 1955 w1th the long one of

e

-:' l Ashton’v_’canle .in.the' morniné,.andl dictated and'signed i

t1mes in the mornmg. The paper sald he mamtamed a br1sk B

Lyndgn‘s,\has gro 'n for all who ha.ve held 1t

.And later Ca,rl Albert came, : st111 recuperatxng from h1s. R .

) than the patxent he was ca.lhng on - m fact 'wan an‘l'tentatwe

~in hlS approach to 11fe.

Later in the day Lyndon had a meeting'on fiecal an.d'budgetary' .

Martm - W1111am McC he sney Martin,
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- .,~Sornetim'e during the day the pad and pencil disappeared

‘ an:dhe_wa.s' talking once more as rnuch as he liked =~ a little ) '

hoarSe ,and'quiet .but in great spirits and good humor, joking o :

-f w1th the doctors unul Jlm Caln’s and Dr. Hurst's laughter r, .. -

. g. rang down the halls and the others are gettmg to know h1m too, ‘. : .\f

- :’._J»well enough to laugh w1th h1m, and keepmg Mary andMane

»B111 Moyers and Ra,y She arer and Mary, and then I left to get
o _ ' , 1n two qu:.ck games of bowlmg and a han‘ comb at Jean Lou:.s
R ‘I‘hen I put -on-one of my most beaut:.ful dresses - my ; white 13983""

N s11k in honor of our 32nd anm.ver sary I had Just Incx pla.nned

:room for hamburgers, a late 1unch W1th Bob Fleirnmg and

RR u‘\

-on havmg Luc1 and Pat and Lynda and whatever staff were :

' send1ng out from the Whlte House, and Liz had asked 1f we could R

' have the Press 1n to take our p:.cture.r- Lyndon agreed

P .:-there to hare a pretty cake wh:.ch Ferd:.nand was makmg and

But when I got back to the h08p1ta1 I found that he was N

sleepmg and that Hubert and Mur1e1 were wa1t1ng to see h1m

I brd’lght them 1nto bce:ddm: them—ent—e the 11v1ng room to ﬁhat w:.th me,

Mur1e1 is full of exc1tement about mov1ng into her apartment
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We put on{robes and went mto the handsome con.ference : _>
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1‘1t my ann1versary present, chr1strnas present, and l:urt:hda.}r ‘

- ‘\While:I was talking a message oame that Lyndon wanted |

' __rne-to corne inl:o the'roorn. We were. qu1te a.lone, Just the two

ey

‘of ‘u.s. There were 81x boxes sPread out on a table by h1s W

hospltal bed He sa.td I want you to look at those, and ple S

'-Wh:.chever one you l:.ke best I opened box after ob.xx box -~ L

my eyes wxde thh amazement They Were d1amond earrmgs& a

;_I had spent two yea.rs select1ng a d1amond rm g, a.nd I had called

;-;_?me.r Helen Thomas and Frances Lew1rf'and Isabell%helton, '

) (b a,wl f.. LaHay(") I beheve. Mane Sm1th and Na.nCY

D1ckerson -- some 8 or lO - and a dozen photographers, and

Mar1e and Mary and Marv1n and B:.ll Moyers, and Dr. Hurst

and Jim Ca:.n, and Lynda. a.nd Luc1 and Pat, and the Humphreys
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It exploded mto a real happy t1me Lyndon sat {

dfwn and cut the cake ‘while the photographers flashed away,

“and I told everybody how ha.ppy I was, : and Lyndon answered w1th
~ 8 ome lovely complunents, and there w:ars I~was in’ my earrmgs
‘and nobody sa1d a word -- not even from Helen ThomasI I don‘t .

»-know whether 1t was from pol:.teness or whether becauSe in all

"'those years that they hadn't seen me wear real expenswe

hJewelry they Just thought for sure they were paste’

- Everybody had coffee and cake, “and Hubert propo Sed a

vtoast to us"'m cof_fee, and then NancyD:.vckerson answered w:l.th__'" DR

_.,cmnphments from the Press. : .Mane Sm1th vgave us a bookv.‘on o
. Wh1te House br1des, one for us and one for Luc1 a.nd Pat, a.nd

those two young folks gave me a darlmg card that sa1d I would :

rece1ve50 pounds of blue bonnet Seeds wh1ch I unme chatel i

LB ._"}_".translated mto $100 00 beanung at the1r generos1ty and worrymg

iat the1r 1mprov1dence at the same t1me. =“f‘ A

hyndon refusecl hzs shce of cake, saymg "Make mme o

'-tapmca', ", to the h11ar1ty of everyone.

And then the Pre ss had gone but 1t was only the begmnmg‘-' |

of the evenmg Plannmg and executmg 1t all in about 2 hours ’

: tlme, to my complete surpnse Lyndon had 1nv1ted the Deasons, B

3
?

June and B111 Whlte, D1ana and Donald MacArthur, Marnyf and

»_Clark Chfford and. J'1m a.nd. Ehzabeth Rowe. The Humphreys
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. couldn't stay. We settled down to a good dinner with the

children and Marie and Mai'y and Marvin , and it was the.

ort of comfortable evenmg that you savor, _want to- Iast long, -

. partjy because it was so 1mprompﬁ’ and the guests a11 people o

-..I part:.cularly enJoy . With Champa%here were toasts, 1n :

T “ a.nd Bill White. , anﬂ(e 5pecialiy good one from Diana,' 'and from

"';'”turn and a'; 1engthn_t, with great war_mth. fromﬁBﬂ»l Deason. T

J1m Rowe and Clark Chfford and tlmn s:.nce it was a group

i‘g--'-'most of whom had long memones of Washmgton, there were " o

o remmescences about the Senate great,\ a good story from Jmu:x

of h1s kmd Senator Bob KerrAWh: m’gde wonderful storytelhng. S

':B111 Whlte and J'1m Rowe about that colorful glant 'I‘om Connally .

Sm a.nd Senator Hney of North Carolma and poss1b1y the last

<«

. _And then a compar:.son_ of Pre 88 Se(_:reta.ne s, as far back as

' any®ne could remember. I ha‘ve‘ a.f‘eeiin‘g Jim Hagerty (_:avr.r'xevout'

. ontop.

" The toasts I i:emembered best and Ioved most were

- 'Lynda'sand Luc1 s .. I don't lmow whether I was more proud of

e il e e

the way they could talk or% that_’was the way they felt about us., -
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remefnber as her 32nd wedd:.ng a.mnver sa.ry..- o
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 Then We saw the movie of,my last trip in September,

"Faces of the West" and the mov1e, "‘Preszdent, July 1966 "
The guests left a 11tt1e after eleven, and Lyndon went ba.c:k to hlS

e ".4hosp1ta1 bed, and I to my room.. Wha.t a da.y. for a man who Was

";Just one day' away from sur gery, and what a day for any wﬁe to o
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