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¥

T h an k sg iv in g  D ay, T hur s day, N ov em b er 24th , w as r ig h tly  

;;nam ed _fo r  m e . I t  b e g a n  w ith  o n e  o f  th e  th in g s  I  lo v e  b e s t  -  w alk ing

th e  r iv e r .  T h is  m o rn in g  i t  w as w ith L ynda . T he day w as b lu e  and  

g o ld , 'We ŵ^̂  th e  b r id g e  th a t  c ro s s e d  the  P e d e rn a le s  on F a r m  

to  M a rk e t R oad  1320 and w alked  w e s t to w a rd  th e  ra n c h . In  la te  

N o v em b er th e  day  b e g an  ch ill  b u t w a rm ed  to  abou t 80 in  m id d a y .

- A s a lw ay s I  had  a  h e ig h ten ed  s e n se  of a w a re n e s s  of th e  w o rld  a ro u n d

- ,m e  w h en  T w alk  th e  r i v e r .  A n hbdc  a rm a d illo  lu m b e re d  c lo s e  b y , and  

/ I  saw  th a t  h e  h ad  n ine  d is t in c t  rings, a ro u n d  h im . Claren ce  s a id  th a t  

w as a  sp e c ie s  m o s t  d is tin c tiv e  o f o u r  h i l l  co u n try  .

O nce w e c r o s s e d  th e  r iv e r  d ry  shod on a  fa u lt,  a  p e r f e c t  "

s la n te d  b r i dge of ro c k  p u sh ed  up l ong ago  b y  som e d ia s tro p h ic  , ■

m o v e m e n t. O nce we w alked  on a  c ix x  cu sh io n  of so ft f e rn - l ik e  g r a s s  

com p let e ly  n e w  g ro w th  fo r  m e , deep and sp rin g y  u n d e rfo o t.

V ;A th e  lasxfiK n o r th  s id e  of th e  r i v e r ,  and '

■ out of i t  in  th e  s p a r s e  cup-fu ll of s o il  s tru g g le d  a  liv e  oak  tre e ^ , 

tough , h a rd y , co n q u e rin g . I ts  te n a c io u sn e ss  of life  w aves i t s  f la g  a t  

y o u . O nce sh o ts  ran g  out c lo se  b y .— d e e r  h u n te rs  w hich  

to  J e r r y 's  re la x e d  m o o d . We p a s s e d  c e d a r  t r e e s  w ith  b l u e b e r r i e s  

b r ig h t  a s  C h r is tm a s  or n a m e n ts . C la re n c e  sa id  th ey  w ould tu r n  a f te r  •

■ ' f r o s t .  ' ' ■ " , ' I
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A ll m y  s e n se s  a r e  m o re  a l e r t  eyes and  e a r s  and  n o se  — 

on fedhjcx th e s e  w a lk s . Two h o u rs  p a s s e d  and  th e  sun  w as h o t, and  

; L y n d a  n eed ed  to  g e t in  to  th e  b a l l  g am e , and th e  going w as ro u g h e r  

_ u n d e rfo o t, v s b  we w e re  g lad  \ ^ e n  we re a c h e d  the  p ick-up  t r u c k

a t  th e  end of five  m ile s  . We bounced  o y e r  the  p a s tu r e  an d  e m e rg e d  

a t  th e  M y e rs  R anch  h o u se , and th e r ^ h o w  ty p ic a l of the h o lid ay  

we m e t  th e  c ity ^ fam ily  com e to  sp en d  T h an k sg iv in g  w ith  G ra n d m a ! 

 ̂ ' T h e re  w as f a th e r  with^a^ c a m e ra ,  h is  p r e t ty  l i t tle b lond  d a u g h te r  

'V , in  a  re d  h o o d  a n d  a  g r in n in g  l i t t le  boy ; We took  p ic tu re s  an d  th e n  :

ro d e  hom e^ L ynda eind L u c i and  P a t  go t off to  th e  g a m e . I  w o i^ e d

- aw h ile  End th e n  cstme a  c a ll  f ro m  Lyndon "W ould you lik e  to  m e e t  m e  

’ a t  th e  end  of th e  runw ay  ? "  I  d ropped  e v e ry th in g  and  w as th e r e  in

- 5 m in u te s . He h ad  M athilde a n d  A r th u r  and  h e r  fa th e r  an d  D aphn e 

and  th e  Bob B en jam in s  and th e i r  tw o c h ild re n . Six of us  p ile d  in to  th e  

T h u n d e rb ird  w ith  h im  d r iv in g , tw o  in  a  b u c k e t s e a t  in  f ro n t ,  and w e

, - ro d e  o v e r  th e  D anz an d M a rtin  to  th e  w id e -ey ed  en jo y m en t o f the

■ B e n ja m in s . v'-

And th en  hom e fo r  i/e ^  a  h a m b u rg e r  lu n ch .

It w as 3:30  b y  th e  tim e  I  le f t  w ith  C h ris  and  T om m y T a y lo r  

and  S a lly  and  N an cy . T he K r i m s ' p a r ty  had  gone and Lyndon w as a t  w o rk  

and  I  w as going to  do so m eth in g  I had  longed  w anted  to  do - -  s e e  th o s e  

d i n o s a u r  t ra c k s  on M elv in  W in te r s ' r a n c h . M elvin  and  N ita  m e t  us 

a t  th e  D iam ond X , an<^|^iled in to  th e i r  ra n c h  kssdc w agons and  bounded
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o v e r  th e  c a lic h e  h i l ls  to  th e  s i t e  o f th e  t r a c k s .  I t  w as a  s t r e a m

- . b ed  w h « i^ fo r p e rh a p s  a  b lo ck  th e re  w as a  f la t  le v e l  ex p an se  o f 

; ro c k  th a t  r ip p le d  s lig h tly  to  show  th a t  i t  u sed  to  be  th e  b o tto m  of 

r '  an .„iiiland .sea , and  c ro s s in g  i t  w e re  p e rh a p s  a  dozen  t r a c k s  

.- u .  t h r e e  fe e t  a c r o s s ,  o r  w ere  th e y  p o t  h o le s  ? I cou ld no t s a y . At any

■‘ • r a t e ,  a  g eo lo g is t f ro m  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of T ex as had  id e n tif ie d  th e m  ; 

a s  d in o sa u r  tracks.■ 'j

f t  I t  w as a  m a rv e lo u s  sunny  a f te rn o o n 's  a d v e n tu re  to  im ag in e  :
^  - >  ‘  /  ' aft

y-' th o s e  g r e a t  beasts lu m b e rin g  th ro u g h  th e  sw am p of m illio n s  of y e a r  ‘

■ -ago m u nch ing  th e  to p s  o f f e rn  t r e e s ,  and  leav in g  th e i r  foo t p r in ts  

f o r  us  to d a y ! : « . '

A long th e  s t r e a m  b an k  th e r e  w as a  c lif f  som e 15 o r  20 fe e t

h ig h  w hich  w as a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  of s e d i m entary  ro c k  la id  down o v e r

X m an y  c e n tu r ie s ,” and in  i t  qu ite  v is ib le  w e re  f o s s i l s .  I t  w as

ju s t  l i ke  going to  a  s to re  and  looking  on a  sh e lf  and p ick in g  out th e  

’ can  y o u  w an ted , only  you h ad  to  ta k e  a  p ic k  and  lo o se n  th em  and  ' '  :: 

dig th e m  o u t,'‘s h e lls  ^j^ m a r in e  l ife  of a l l  s o r t s .  How im p a tie n t ■.

I  w as th a t  I  d id  n o t know th e  n a m es  o r  how m an y  h u n d red s  o r  th o u san ds 

o r  m ill io n s  o f y e a r s  a g o th e s e  c r e a tu re s  m ig h t have p o p u la ted  ,

. th is  a r e a .  'Only c e r ta in ly  I  know i t  has  b een  an  in lan d  s e a  once o r  tavocc 

i; tw ic e  o r  m o re  b e fo re  i t  r o s e  fo r  the  l a s t  t im e .

iiis
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I  ta lk e d  to  M elv in  ab o u t w a te rin g  th e  n o r th w e s t s id e  of 

th e  30 a c r e s  a t  the F o r t  in  Jo h n so n  C ity  so  th a t  th e  b lu eb o n n e t seed s

w ould  co m e up . He s a id  he  w ou ld . T h a t w as a  b ig  p lu s  fo r  m e ^  and 

xmly m a d e  m o re  o f a  s ta b  in  th e  h e a d line  th a t  I  saw  w hen I  g o t b a c k  

th a t  th e r e  w ould b e  a  c u t of m a n y  m il l ioins of dol l a r s  in  xacsc th e  

h ighw ay b u ild in g  p r o g r a m . T h a t is  one of th e  h a r d e s t  th in g s  a

P r e s id e n t  h a s  to  do - -  a  re d u c tio n  of any  jo b , an y  fu n d s , a l w ays -

p e r s o n a l ly  hurts m an y  p eo p le  th a t  h e  is  c lo se  to  and  h a s  r e a s o n  to  be

g ra te fu l  to .   ̂ - , ' . . ' '
, '  We ro d e

b a c k  to  th e  ra n c h  in  the s e ttin g  s u n  and  s to p p ed  "

a t  O r io le 's  to  p ic k  up A unt J e s s ie  and  O rio le  and M am ie , and  ta k e  ..L

th em  fo r  a  l i t t l e  r id e  up to  th e  R eagan  to  s e e  th e  d e e r  b e fo re  i t  b e c a m e  

q u ite  d a rk . B ack  a t  the h o u se  J e s s ie H u n te r a n d  L e lia  were* w a itin g  I

- fo r  u s ."

We c e le b ra te d  th e  day w ith  so m e  old fa sh io n ed  w hile  M a ry  > - & 

b ro u g h t in  one o f th e  w ild  tu rk e y s  frsoExxBHS on a  p la t te r  look ing  

, b r o w n  and ju ic y , and  th en  a t  an  e a r ly  h o u r w ent in  to  T h an k sg iv in g  ' , .  y; ; 

D in n e r , w ith  bo th  o u r c h ild re n  and P a t  and a  long ta b le  fu ll  o f k in  

fo lk s . Rodney  W hite had  jo in ed  us a t  the  l a s t  m o m e n t. . ..

T he tra d it io n a l  d in n e r , th is  tim e  3 w ild tu rk e y s ,  M a ry 's   

d e lic io u s  d re s s in g ,  c r a n b e r r y  sa la d , sw ee t p o ta to es  w ith  m a r s h m a llo w s , 1 

o th e r  v eg e ta b le s  an d  h o t r o l l s  f in ish e d  off with  a m b ro s ia  an d  a n g e l 

food cake. I  a te  w ith  c o m p le te  r e c k le s s n e s s  and en jo y m e n t.

r — L...... ......——- —L— ----------------- -------

............................................................................. ............ 11



THE WHITE HOUSE
■ ' ■ ■ W A S H I N Q T O N  - ■ . ■ ' ;

THURSDAY, NOV 24, 1966 -  pag e  4

B ut th e  r e a l  sp ic e  of th e  o cc a s io n  w e re  the  r e m in is c e n c e s ,  

j ^ i s  r a r e  q u a lity  of w rin g in g  f ro m  e v e ry  f le e tin g  m o m e n t a l l  i t  Can  . . 

g iv e ,  L yndon a d d re s s e d  h im s e lf  to  v a r io u s  ones a ro u n d  th e  b o a rd .

He ta lk e d  abou t th e  y e a r  of h is  l i f e  he had  sp e n t in  H o u sto n  te a ch in g  

s c h o o l, liv in g  w ith  the B r ig h ts  and  U ncle G eorge  and  A unt J e s sie ,

Mamie A lliso n  had  liv e d  th e r e  to o . T h e re  w e re  9 of th e m  u s in g  the  

sam e b a th ro o m , b u t th ey  had  no  thought of b e in g  u n d e rp r iv ile g e d ,

: He ta lk e d  ab o u t U ncle G e o rg e 's  th r i f t in e s s  and  a l l  h is  a d v ic e to  h im  

w hen h e  Lyndon u sed  to  "blow  a  n ic k e l e v e ry  day  fo r  a  da i ry  cream * on 

h is w ay h o m e f ro m  sch o o l. F in a lly  w hen U ncle G eo rg e  w as tak ing h is  

long  aw a ited  t r ip  to  E u ro p e  a f te r  having sp en t a  l ife t im e  sav in g  e v e ry  

: . d im e to  tak e c a r e  o f h is  b r o th e r s  an d s i s t e r s  xb^l aiid  n ie c e s ,  Lyndon 

cam e  in  and  s a id  "A unt J e ssie , is  U ncle G eo rg e  r e a l ly  in  E u ro p e ? "  

" Y e s ,"  sh e  ju s t  had  a  m e s s a g e  f ro m  h im  h e  had  a r r iv e d .  "A ll r ig h t ,  

s a id  L yndon, " I  am  going down and  spend  a ll  I  wan t  to  on d a i r y  c r e a m . "

• A nd th en  to  L e la , h e  r e m in is c e d  about h e r  fa th e r- in - la w .

U ncle  C la re n c e . He sa id  f ro m  th e  tim e  he w as n in e  y e a r s  o ld  u n til  

h e  w en t off to  co lleg e  he w as a  g r e a t  in flu en ce  in  h is  l i f e ,  an d  i t  w as 

a  b ig  event^when he u se d  to  com e to  th is  h o u se . In. th e  s u m m e rs  h e  

cou ld  sp en d  a  lo t  o f t im e  h e r e .  He u sed  to  r id e  w ith  U ncle C la re n c e  

th ro u g h  e v e ry  foo t o f th e s e  h il ls  and  p a s tu r e s .

T hen w e w en t in  and  saw  so m e  m o v ies  a  o ne  of th e m  on h is  

t r ip  to  V ie tn am  ® . . .  In  th e c o u r s e  o f th is  he sa id  |n - a  v e r y  d if f e r e n t  ^

MEMORANDUM



r
MEMORANDUM - V

Vt HE WHITE h o u s e ' '
' W A S H I N O T O N  ■ ■ . \ r

THURSDAY, NOV. 24, 1966 -  p ag e  5

tough  and  fo rc e fu l to n e , sp eak in g  of the  N egro  s o ld ie r s ,  th a t  11 p e r  v

c e n t  o f th e  p o p u la tio n  of th is  c o u n try  a r e  N e g ro e s , and  th a t  22 p e r  c e n t 

o f th e  fig h tin g  m e n  in  V ie tn am  a r e  N e g ro e s .  R em e m b e r  th a t  w h en ev e r - A . 

you s a y  "da m n  N e g ro e s " . He gave ev erybody  g ifts  -  A s ian  m e d a l s ,  

p in s ,  p ic tu r e s .

To Tom m y  he w as e s p e c ia lly  n ic e , and  I th in k  b e c a u s e  he 

k n ew  i t  w ould m e an  so m eth in g  to  m e . He c o n g ra tu la te d  a  h im  on h is  -

- ad v an ce m en t, h is  m ove to  C o rp u s , and  he  s a id  "You ought to  b e  o v e r  

' th e r e  w ith  us h e lp in g  ru n  th a t  b u s in e s s ." '

So, a l l  in  a l l ,  i t ' cobbjc  w as a  g re a t  T hanksg iv ing  D ay . So - 

m u c h  to  be  thankfu l f o r .  L u c i is  h appy . , L ynda is  g row ing  in  b e a u tyand the rich feeling of aliveness. And Lyndon has survived a rugged 

- y e a r .  H is a c c o m p lish m e n ts  I  w ill b e  g lad  to  m e a s u re  a g a in s t  

h is to r y  / j ^ d  a ls o  tw o o p e ra tio n s  w ith  a l l  the  good r e s u l t s  you cou ld  

hope f o r .


