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Thanksg1v1ng Day, Thugday, November 24th was rlghtly

.

Mnamed for me. 1t began w1th one.of,the thmgs I love best - walking R

"'the rwer. Th1s mornmg 1t was thh Lynda. The day' was blue and

,_~gold We went to the br1dge that crossed the Pederna.les on Farm

o f-to Market Road 1320 and walked west toward the ranch In late

; «"‘i?.dNovember the day bega.n ch111 but wa.rmed to about 80 m m1dday. ' .

:'i'.As always 1 had a he1ghtened sense of awareness of the world around '

me when I walk.the r1ver. An z:nx armadlllo lumbered close(by band

@ S ‘ ‘L'."I.saw that he had m.ne dzstmct rmgs around h:.m. : ‘lefence said that

:was a spec1es most d1st1nct1ve of our h111 country.» o

‘,...; 1t

dssed the r1ver dry shod on a fault, a perfect

4'-'.“';->slanted br1§ge of rock pushed up long ago by some d1astroph1c

P e

Do movement Once we. walked on a, cincx cushmn of soft fern-hke grass

*__ »;~'.;:_a,__comp1e_tely_ new'growth for me , ,deep and sprmgy underfoot.‘: ,

M/-;chff rose prec1p1t10usly on the mx&nc north s1de of the r1ver, and

..':":?:,ir-out of 1t in the sparse cup‘full of soil struggled a hve oak tree}, o
SR tough hardy, conquermg. Its tenacxousness of lrEe waves 1ts ﬂag at
* 3 - : you.4 Once shots rang out close by.... Za,eer hunters wh1ch M did»‘z‘wo&b

-~ ‘to J’erry s relaxed mood We passed cedar trees thh blue berr1es ‘

bright as 'Chrlstrnas;. orna.ments. Clarence said they would' turnt after

: -froSt.
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All my senses are more a,lert ,.;— eyes a.nd ears and nose -

| 'r,"on b@cx these wa.lks.. Two hours passed a.nd the su.n was hot, and ‘- e

. _{TLynda needed to get 1n to the ba]l ga.me, a.nd the gomg wa.s rougher

_.":.underfoot, so we were glad when we’ rea.ched the plck—up truck

the end of f1ve m11es. We bounced_‘ ver the pasture and emerged

_~x ¥ ", .

,‘fi_,.i';a.t the Myers ‘Ranch hous e, and there how tYPlcal of the h011da‘

":;‘We'met the c1ty fannly come to spend 'I‘hanks glvmg w1th Grandxna‘l.

| There"was father w1th a camera., h1s"pretty 11tﬂ$ blond da.ughter

W

'_;‘ 5 mmu.tes . He had Matdis and Arthur a.nd her father and Daphane AT

- .;:and the Bob Benjamms and their two chﬂdren. S1x of us p11ed mto the

And then home for £e-1‘ a hamburger lu,nch [
It was 3 3p by the tune I left w1th Chr1s a,nd Tommy Taylor
E ; and Sally and %ancy. The Krnn s party had gone and Lyndon was at work

a_nd I was gomg to do somethmg I had longed wanted to do -~ see those :

o . N . : .
. . . - L T LN S T L S
N ) - . B U R T e B A .

dma.sa.ufr trackson Melvm Wmters ranch Melvm and N1ta. met us- e
e at the D1amond X and”’ 11ed mto thezr ranch X wagnns a.nd bounded

- rm——
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e "bed whe"y for perhaps a block there wa.s a flat level expanse of

ock that rlppled shghtlyl to show that 1t'us ed to be the bottom of
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I ta.lked to Melvm about watermg the northwest s1de of |

,_the 30 acres at the Fort 1n Johnson C1ty so that the bluebonnet seeds .

a qu1te dark .

£°r us " x -‘:.' e

'b wn a.nd Juu:y, and then a.t an early hour went m to Thanksgwmg o

.,'<;:Dinner, w1th both our chﬂdren a.nd Pat a.nd a Iong table full o:E km_ " : R

. ;‘_fﬂ{fifolks. Rod’@y thte had Jomed us at the last moment. o v
2 The trad1t10na_1 dmner. th1s t:.me 3 w11d turkeye, MarY 's

o : : f-v'deh'cmus dressmg,' cranberry salad eweet potatoes w1th marswéws >

g _' - . 'n:other vegetahlee and hot,ro_lls fm1shed,_9ff_ W?lth ambro“é a.nd _a-ngel », .

~ food caka"' Iatew1th corhnpl.ete'reokléssnessdand ej;jo'yrnent.f T
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But the real 8p1ce of the occas:.on were the remmescences.

4%‘: rare quahty of wrmgmg from everY ﬂeetmg moment a.ll 1t can 3

P T"g1ve, Lyndon addressed hu’nself to va,r1ous ones around the board

He talked about the year of hls l1fe he had sPent in Houston teachmg

N ;‘f‘j_;school llvmg w1th the Br1ghts and Uncle George and Aunt .l' essce;

:'_.‘_'l:_Mam1e Alhson had 11ved there too. There were 9 of them usmg the

‘;same bathroom, but they ha.d no thought of bemg underpr:.v:.leged

He talked aboutUncle George s thrJ.ftmess and all hlS adv1se

H

RS

. ;f"‘,‘_. h:Ls way home from school Fmally when Uncle George was takmg h1s

2 ff-'long awa:.ted tr:.p to Europe after havmg spent a l:l.fet:.me savmg every

-,..'s:_ st

w [P 4_ S N S

( ) ’ ’ . ’ .
z ca.me 1n and sazd "Aunt Jeese, is Uncle George really in Europe'?"

"v'g;_."Yes " she Just had a message from hnn..,ﬁ‘e had a.rnved "All rxght, _

kS .._sa1d Lyndon, _”I a.m gung down and spend all I want to on da1ry cream.': :_

And then to Lela, .he remmesced about her father-—m—law,
R Ilncle'Glarenvce... He'sard frorn the tu'ne he.wa;nme years old unt11
he went 'ot'f to colleg‘enhe .was a great 1nf1uence in h1s life, a.nd 1t wa.s .
‘.a bié eventbihen he used’ to.cv:ome to this house.- In the summe-rs he-’ :
‘ :__ could spend a lot of tune(here. He us ed to r1de w1th Uncle Clarence '.
k through every foot of these h:lls and pa.sturesv. . | |

q , L
Then we went in a.nd saw some mov1es4\ @ne of them on h’-s,

e s gl 1, e,

N ‘trz.p to V1etuamn .- In the courseof this he saxdﬁ.n -a very' dlfferent,

< when he Ly-ndon,\used to blow a n1ckel every day for a d@@ry cream on‘-‘ o

"_'.d:rne to take care of hls brothers and s:.sters mh and n1eces » Lyndon '
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tough and forceful tone, spea.kmg of the Negro soldzers, tha.t 11 per A

._.-_~ . A

O

much to be tha.nkful for. . Luc1 is ha.ppy Lynda. 1s growmg in beauty v

: cent of the populatmn of thzs country are Negroes, a_nd tha.t 22 per cent

: ; LI - :
‘of the flghtmg men m 'V1etna.m are Negroes. Remember that whenever
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