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Saturday, November 26,. my guesfs had br.eakfast'in their rooms--

Senator Dirksen and Senator Mansfield and Maureen, Congressman

. George Mahon. But we met in the dining .room later, sf.tting by- .thei big‘\
'.pJ..c'.ture wmdow lookrng::out at'the"fielid's‘for another and 'ye:t‘another cup o
"‘0.14. coffee, | George Mahon was the flrst to leave; fl;lng back to Lubbock and '-‘
: Senai:or >D1rksen and the Mansf1e1ds who were gomg to Flonda, l1nge1‘-ed and L
»talked with Lyndon. ’. I .fmd'ryn}’sielf'so easY‘arou,nd& Senator Dirksen. - The = R

: f .fact that he is the leader of the opp051t10n party is no abrasxve element to

our fr1endsh1p. I h0pe he lasts as long as we do 1n that p051t1on. ' In the

‘course of th_eir talk, Lyndon made ar,very arrestmg' statement “When I

\

,,.commum.catmns of th1s country. " Maureen was shocked It wa.s a very

o uncomfortable thmg to hear. ‘ She said, ”Bo you mean that'P " M1ke, no

with my resbtorationb friends.  * )

At Lyndon s boyhood home I met Roy Whlte and Mrs. Hudspeth

a.nd a research man, whose name I cannot remember, £rom the Un1vers1ty_

and Mrs. 'Charles Bybegwho ie something of an authority_on restorations_in'-

drop dead I wa'nf: you all to‘ remember this The thlng that I'm most L RO
) . . . i X . 7 '.-4.‘"

3 'eurpr1se, did not commit h1mself It was a 11tt1e past eleven when they left .‘,7.::,_‘.'::-._‘.

" for Florida and I at ’on'ce"sei:‘oué in the -car: for Johnson Clty for my. appomtmenh Lo

' afra1d of is the 1nf1uence of Commumsm on controlhng pubhc op1n1on. on theé'i-; -
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Texas, havlng worked on 14 old housesf{lerself, ' of the period from = A

 about 1840 to 1880. We drove to the Old Fort site. T had Mrs. BybePwith

me and I descrlbed our plans for the place. » The landscape arch1tect from

A&M had 1a1d out the road hoped to have an arched br1dge over the lrttle _
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creek hoped sometune to clear the creek out and have a free flowmg

stream and, : eventually, plcnic_‘_tab_l_e_s"and benches unde'r_ the ARec}an trees o

R A_ by 1t "f'and meadows of bluebonnets‘:f.,_—But we,_rndst.first.ol'ear.._'it'.i!.of‘course’:._'; :

But then our obJect1ves were the old stone bu1ld1ngs--the one that may
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-1 thmk 1n later years 1t'
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| @ o been"-used as a smokehous l Mrs. BybgLs 1nterest and knowledge was a

dehght to see. -_, I remember the phrase one of the curators frorn W1ll1amsburg ?
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had used | "An old bu11d1ng w1ll tell 1ts own story" . And 1ndeed w1th a )

llttle 1nterpretat1on by her, 1t d1d She pomted out a line about elght feet

up h&; texture and” color of the stone changed markedly. ; Below 1t looked ”
11ke 1t had been cut w1th a ch1se1 and above the stones had a sohd look and :
T ev.en» the mortarnwas dlfferent Bvo’-_anparently', at on.e time,' thmstructure ’
- was about eight feet high ;nd‘tge.; some Tater owner decided that he needed
about four fe‘et,ﬁip“erhaps for.-a loft to slee’o the cowboys ior to. store the
. hay, who knows ? But at any rate it had’undergone this change in the years. _ ‘
o . And on the 1n51de there \\rﬁ)éy-] further v1nd1cat10n} .:\/Qt the'e1ght foot he1ght
/o , | perfect holes on each s1de.1n whlch t1mbers had been ins er:ie‘i to form the

supporters for the _roof, a whole line of them all across. kwas a nckety -
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o ‘ ladder to the loft and in her h1gh heels and c1ty clothes, Mrs. Bybeiq,"
chmbed the 1adder p01nt1ng out w1th interest, arc}utectukal detalls, whlch
1 conld- see as soon it was my tu'm,to'cmr;b the ladder. Mrs.- Hudspeth L ,
sa1d that the Unnkermty would be glad to furmsh some research on the ‘_.. R

""old_ place. We talked about methods.' The county courthouse, alas, hadA,/@/L o

v—/

‘,burned in 1879 or there abouts w1th all the records--1nterv1ews d/plcturea

Jo

from'bld timer,s_j_in» the' comxnunitjr, fi-les;_of the newspapers a.nd Dean T. U. .

'I'aiylor‘_s hoo_‘k._on‘fearl'y.T'eﬁcasv‘.asj :ix:rel-l as a.s’cattering'ofv_ others 1nc1ud1ng SR

“_:‘_f".'At‘an}'r rate re.sea'r'c_:h 1s i

Lyndon met us at th%b1rthp1ace

.and we. showed Mrs. Bybe’/hat we had done there. And I never had amore -

-mterested aud1ence and very pleasantly she applauded our work We went

' home for lunch »5 vJomed by Luc1 and Pat who had the J'ames Montelaros as -
thelr‘guests.‘ They re stay1ng at the Lew1s Place, cookmg the1r breakfast:‘A,

there and coml.ng over for 1unch and d1nner--and Mane and Mary and Ja.ke '

.‘and ‘Bxll Moy:ers. ] Mrs hyhe?}/xas vbeen_ wor'king at thlS for~ Z_O_o_r eo'year__s, .»-"-. :.-‘.‘
.:‘.knov;r:e' the peogleat W1111’a_’1_'nsvburg'- and :at Wlnterthurand, even more o
1mportant1y, “:flo-liottrs therestorat10nw1thher 'Worktnen.from.the.;re’r'y ‘
beglnnmg, . go1.n‘g‘to the woods to find 'the rlght tree, gettlng it sawed and -
‘aged and if there are no tools on the market hke they used in the 1840'

— . or '50's, getnng them deelgned and made. I felt 11ke we had launched an

excdting new projectl. Lyndon brought out hls Korean robes and gave one to'. :
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Luci and to me. We put them on, Mine was deep cherfy red. He

loves to givve gifts."and he 16%53 to ha.ve,them_modéletl immediately and
| see thet the r.ecei\)er is ‘rea'lly.'r‘ha.‘ppy‘. '.

I spent the afternoon at the beauty parlor and then came home to

h‘e‘ar;that we pla.nned to go to the' West Ra.nch for dinner.. But these days '

a mght out for us, whxch 1s so rare, seldom means a rea.l mght off for S
Mary a.nd Ja.mes.: Wha.t a b1g household we are! We hehcoptered over. -
2/ [4 i

'-'The Knms and the Moursunds a.nd w cute sxster Claudgne a.nd

o Mrs. Knm s fa.ther, Mr. Galland were there._ And 1t was a typ1ca1

g _West diriner whi'ch is delicioué' and enormous. And happlly', I felt enough

Q' | o Tat home to Sllp off and wa.tch Gun Smoke a.fterwards. ' .‘ - ‘ :

¢

b

}

_. . g




