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P a g e  One

Saturday, N ov em b er  2 6 , m y g u e s ts  had b rea k fa st in  th e ir  r o o m s - -  

S en a to r  D ir k sen  and Senator M a n sfie ld  and M au reen , C o n g ressm a n  

G eorge  M ahon. But w e m e t in  the din ing room  la te r , s it t in g  by th e b ig  

p ic tu re  w indow  look ing out at the f ie ld s  fo r  another and yet an oth er  cup 

o f c o ffe e . G eorge  M ahon w as th e  f ir s t  to  le a v e , f ly in g  back to  Lubbock, and  

S en ator  D ir k sen  and the M a n sfie ld s  who w e re  going to  F lo r id a , lin g e r e d  and  

ta lk ed  w ith  Lyndon. I find  m y s e lf  so  e a sy  around Senator D ir k sen . The  

fa c t  th at he i s  the le a d e r  o f the op p o sitio n  p a rty  is  no a b r a s iv e  e lem en t to  

our fr ie n d sh ip . I hope he la s t s  a s  lon g  a s  w e  do in  that p o s it io n . ' In th e  

c o u r se  of th e ir  ta lk , Lyndon m ad e a v e ry  a r r e s t in g  s ta tem en t, "’When I 

drop dead , I w ant you a ll  to  r em em b er  th is . The th ing that I 'm  m o s t  - -

a fr a id  o f i s  th e  in flu en ce  of C om m u n ism  on c o n tro llin g  p u b lic  op in ion  thru t he- - - 

co m m u n ica tio n s o f th is  co u n try ."  M au reen  w as sh ock ed . I t  w as a v e ry  

u n com fortab le  th in g  to  h ea r . She sa id , "Do you m ea n  that? " M ik e , no 

s u r p r is e , did not co m m it h im se lf . It w as a l it t le  p a s t e lev e n  w hen th ey  le f t   ̂

fo r  F lo r id a  and I at once s e t  out in  th e  ca r  fo r  Johnson C ity  fo r  m y  app ointm en t 

w ith  m y  r e s to r a tio n  fr ie n d s .

A t L yndon's boyhood hom e I m e t R oy W hite and M r s . H udspeth  

and a r e s e a r c h  m an, w h o se  nam e I cannot rem em b er , fro m  th e U n iv e r s ity  

and M rs . C h a r les  B ybee who i s  som eth in g  of an au th ority  on r e s to r a t io n s  in



P a g e  tw o

T e x a s , having w ork ed  on 14 o ld  h o u s e s  h e r s e lf ,  of th e p er io d  fr o m  

about 1840 to  1880. W e d rove to  th e  Old F o r t s i t e ,  I had M rs . B ybee w ith  

m e  and I d e sc r ib e d  our p la n s for  th e p la c e . T he la n d sca p e  a r c h ite c t  fr o m  

A&M had la id  out th e  road , hoped to have an a rch ed  b r id g e  o v er  th e  l i t t le

c r e e k , hoped so m e tim e  to  c le a r  th e  c r e e k  out and have a fr e e  flow in g  

s tr e a m  and, ev en tu a lly , p ic n ic  ta b le s  and b en ch es under the P e c a n  t r e e s  

by it ,  and m ead ow s o f b lu eb on n ets. B ut w e  m u st f ir s t  c le a r  it ,  o f c o u r se .

But th en  our o b je c tiv e s  w e r e  th e  old  sto n e  b u ild in g s  -- th e one th at m a y  

have b een  a b arn  or a c o m m is s a r y  o r  a fo r t or a  com b in ation  and th e  s m a lle r

one w h o se  p u rp o se  i s  unknown, to  m e  at le a s t .  I th ink in  la te r  y e a r s  i t ' s   

b e e n u sed  a s  a sm o k eh o u se .  M rs . B yb ee's in te r e s t  and k n ow led ge w a s  a  

d e lig h t to  s e e ,  I r em em b er  th e  p h ra se  one of th e  c u r a to r s  fr o m  W illia m sb u rg  

had u sed , "An old  bu ild ing w ill  t e l l  i t s  own sto ry " . And in d eed , w ith  a  '

l i t t le  in ter p r e ta tio n  by h er , it  d id . She poin ted  out a lin e  about e ig h t fe e t  

up  te x tu re  and co lo r  of th e  ston e changed m a rk ed ly . B e lo w  it  look ed

lik e  i t  had b een  cut w ith  a c h is e l  and above th e ston es, had a  s o l i d look  and  

even  th e m o r ta r  w a s  diff e r e n t .  So ap p aren tly , at one t im e , th is  s tr u c tu r e  

w as about e ight fe e t  high and th en  so m e  la te r  ow ner d ec id ed  that he n eed ed  

about fou r fe e t , p erh a p s fo r  a lo ft to  s le e p  th e cow boys or  to  s to r e  th e  

hay, who know s? But a t any ra te  i t  had undergone th is  change in  th e  y e a r s .  

And on th e in s id e  th e r e  w a s  fu rth er  vindication^ ✓a 4 at th e  e igh t fo o t h eigh t

p e r fe c t  h o le s  on ea ch  s id e  in  w h ich  t im b e r s  had b een  in se r te d  to  fo r m  th e  

su p p o r ter s  f o r  th e  ro o f, a w h o le  l in e  of th em  a ll  a c r o s s .  There  w a s  a r ic k e ty
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lad d er  to the lo ft  and in  h er  h igh  h e e ls  and c ity  c lo th e s , M rs . B ybee ^  

c lim b ed  the lad d er p oin tin g  out, w ith  in te r e s t , a r c h ite c tural  d e ta ils ,  w h ich  

I cou ld  s e e  a s  so o n  it  w a s m y  turn to c lim b  the lad d er . M rs . H udspeth  

sa id  that the U n iv e r s ity  w ould  be g lad  to fu rn ish  so m e  r e s e a r c h  on the  

o ld  p la c e . W e ta lk ed  about m eth o d s. The county cou rth o u se , a la s ,

b u rn ed  in  1879, or  th ereab ou ts^  w ith  a ll  the r e c o r d s  - -  in te r v ie w s  atf^ pic tu r e s  

fr o m  o ld  t im e r s  in  the com m u n ity , f i l e s  of the n ew sp a p ers  and D ean T. U . . 

T a y lo r 's  book on e a r ly  T ex a s  a s w e l l  a s  a sca tter in g  of o th ers  in clu d in g  

Jo h n  M o u rsu n d 's  h isto ry  of B lan co  C ounty, A t any r a te  r e s e a r c h  i s  '

s ta rtin g  on th is  s m a ll  p r o je c t.

L unch tim e  fin a lly  d rove us h o m e. Lyndon m e t  us a t  th b ir th p la c e  

and w e show ed  M rs. B ybee what w e had done th ere . And I n e v e r  h ad  a  m o r e  

in te r e s te d  a u d ien ce  and v e r y  p le a sa n tly  sh e  applauded our w o rk . W e w en t  

h o m e  for  lunch , jo in ed  by L u c i and P at, who had the J a m es M o n te la ro s  a s  : 

th e ir  g u e s t s .  T h e y 'r e  stay in g  at the L ew is  P la c e , cooking th e ir  b r e ak f a s t  ■ 

th er e  and com in g  over  fo r  lunch and d in n er  - -  and M arie  and M a ry  and Jake  

and B il l  M o y e r s , M rs . B ybee has been  w orking at th is for  20 o r  so  y e a r s ,  • 

know s the p eo p le  a t W illia m sb u rg  an d at W interthur and, even, m o r e  ‘

im p o rta n tly , fo llo w s  the r e s to r a tio n  w ith  h er  w ork m en  fro m  th e v e r y  

b eg in n in g , going to  the w ood s to find  the r ig h t tr e e , gettin g  i t  sa w ed  and  

aged , and if  th ere  a r e  no to o ls  on the m a rk e t lik e  they u sed  in  the 1 8 4 0 s

or ' 5 0 s ,  gettin g  th em  d es ig n ed  and m ad e. I fe lt  lik e  w e had laun ch ed  an  

e x c it in g  new  p r o je c t !  Lyndon brought out h is  K orean  r o b e s  and g a v e  o n e  to

■-:'i
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L u ci and to  m e . We put th em  on. M ine w as deep  c h e rr y  r ed . He 

lo v e s  to g iv e  g ifts  and he lo v e s  to  have th em  m o d eled  im m e d ia te ly  and  

s e e  that th e r e c e iv e r  i s  r e a lly  happy.

I sp en t th e  a ftern oon  a t th e  b eauty  p a r lo r  and then ca m e  h om e to  

h ea r  th a t w e  p lanned  to  go to  the W est R anch for  d in n er. B ut th e s e  d ays  

a night out fo r  u s , w h ich  is  so  r a r e , se ld o m  m ean s a r e a l night off fo r
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M ary and J a m e s . W hat a b ig  h ou seh old  w e a r e . We h e lic o p ter ed  o v e r .  

T h e K r im s  and the M oursunds and M a r i a l l e n ' s  cute s i s t e r  C laudi ne and

M r s . K r im 's  fa th e r , M r. G alland^w ere th e r e . And it  w as a ty p ic a l  

W est d in n er w h ich  i s  d e lic io u s  and en o rm o u s. And happily , I fe lt  enough __ ,

at hom e to  s l ip  off and w atch  Gun Sm oke a fterw a rd s.
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