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. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1966

Monday, November 28 the first day of my Washlngton 1nterlude

w1thout Lyndon, I awoke and the clock sa1d ten mmutes of ten. .’I‘_he ,

: most »_’Joyous feelin‘g in the world is a good night's sleep, the best I've

- had1n rnonths. - I breakfasted and spent the mornmg talk1ng f1rst w1th

E Lynda who s go1ng to 1eave for New York and work and the Capote party,

. wh1ch has qu1ckly become known as fhe ?arty and to Wthh I am los1ng

\ two of my favonte Whlte House characters--— Lynda Bl]‘.‘d and Al1ce

: Roo{szevelt Longworth.

v'the"ﬁblown up p1ctures of some‘ of the scenes in the bookn

Durmg the mornmg L1z came in and we went downstairs to see S
D : : ; i ._ Q_r T Z’et q',n “_.)‘ oy
uge 4x6 p1ctures

whlch well recorded by press and telewsmn we h0pe w111 sell the book Bess o

came br1_ng1ng,thenhst. vaen_t over it carefully, mas usual_to'think- ‘

of some particular tie, some recent encounter‘,' sorn'e word or cOnuersation e
for ‘-ea‘.ch of the guests'I knew or had heard of. My f1rst thought on wakmg

“and seemg the gray and anng SkY was that I m1ght lose some favonte LA

iguests because of plane trouble and so I d1d But there was a marvelous

list of‘acceptances an-d a party spint in the house. And bes1des that I

: spe"nt_v;a' good morning worki-‘ng. Sometlmes I think I functlon better ina

-

fairly _regimented life, _‘ |
Bess and I went over the ‘scenario for the aft_ernoon. ‘Much time -
has been '_spent on this party'. It is, I think, carefully planned, to give some

intimate moments to me and those who have lived in this House or have ties -




¢wedd1ng cake. F1ve dehghtful ones for each of Luc1 s 12 br1desma1ds a.nd

descendants with one of the large blown up p1ctures of their ancestor in .

g chanc:e;'"to.bstro11v‘qu'i‘:et1y in the-' hans, upstai?rs; or the‘third'ﬂoor'an‘d

o _remm;sce and recall

p1ctures, checkmg off on that form1dab1e Chr1stmas 11st all our frlends |

..-v;to whom. 1 wanted to g1ve the 'balcony scene or the‘plcture around the
a great brg book for Lynda B1rd - A.nd then _I '1unched on a scrambled egg,
. bacon“ and toast I We1ghed in at ; 07 o clock th1s mornmg to f1nd rﬁysel.f
A day dxets, and hopefully losmg the three pounds.
' say, put on my newlrnmt green A-lw and w.ent down for the par.ty.
8 ._l\iatxonal Geojgraphxc‘.people who had Produced the book and the old}tlme

' Administrations.»‘-_-"And I invited a good many st‘affpeople,- ‘my own; folks v

S who'rfe\ally make it '_'The Living White House" for us. Dr. Grosvenor talked :

with it, to get good p1ctures of the group and of each famlly of

the Whl'te;House, and{to- g1ve thos_e' spec1a1 guests, the descen_dants,‘ a

,‘,

_leshed w1th L1z and Bess, I worked thh Ashton on the weddlng

as’ usual three pounds heav1er from eatmg W1th a-bw:ndﬂe-e at: the Ranch

So I had black coffee and JuJ.ce for breakfast‘_’and plan on one of rn}r two

e

" Jean Louls came for a comb I pract1ced my. few words that I would

,—;.They were a11 seated 1n the East Room-—the 13 descendants,‘ the _

newspaper reporters who had covered the Whlte House for many

about how the book'.came into heing, thekind words about my part in it, and -




~
)

@

'”/Qfli/a.é

' Pag‘e three

Dav1d Flnley of the Wh1te House Historical Assoc1at10n, which is

actually producmg the book/ spoke,And then it was my turn for the few words

' about the two m11110n v1s1tors a year who come through the Wh1te House

| and of a11 those m1111ons who will never come. Who can better understand'_ -~ S

aAJ_ucL:

h1s House 1-3—4- charmlng, sa.d funny stor1es than the fa.m1].1es who have

: 1ived here? And express,ed'my gratitude to Dr. Grosvenor and a11' the Nationa.l; e

AT

‘ Geograph1c staff and to Bruce Catton who wrote the foreword That wa.s my

v 2 b e

: domg I told the 11tt1e story about Pres1dent Coohdge wa1k1ng one day

5'w1th a Senator frlend from M1ssour1. In a _]ok1ng mood the Senator sa1d as’

L _.~_.;they approached the W'hlte House, ”I wonder who 11ves there‘? e ”Nobody", o

| .,sa.1d the Pres:.dent "They Just come and go" And closed w1th é'm g0 i ;

thrll].ed that many who have come and gone have returned for ‘this occasmn. s

Then I asked Mrs. Eis enhower to accompany me and we went mto

the“"rC.}_reen f{oom _for the receiving line of 'the descendants. ' Mrs. lEisenhowerf’-.f;'
- was JuSt as vgay-.'and 'ilnforrnal_i as ever:,. :-looking not a day.old.e:r. ,.YALAnd._ she :

wasj;he biggestvattracti'oﬁ.of'the afternoon. I did so ‘apprec1ate.her com1ng
_ ‘She ‘smfled and sa1d "1';;5{11&;% ha\.r-.e done it for anybody' else - She st;gd
: w1th me and they f11ed slowly by.. Flrst thePr.1nce‘ss Cantacuzene, who i
| 1s Juha Gra.nt the granddaughter of Pres1dent Grant, a.ggf) The guests

ranged from 10 to 90. And Marthena Harrlson W1111ams, BenJam1n o

Harrlson s granddaughter, and Mrs. Van Seagraves who is Sistie Da%l

Annels daughter, one of the grandch1ldren who hved in the House for a whﬂ.e

durlng FDR's t1me, and a dlstlngulshed gentleman named Lawrence Hoes
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‘was wearmg a s1lver pearld and dlamond pendant broach that Pres1dent

- .'somethlng that I apprec1ated very much Speakmg of the la.te Senator
L ':"Robert Taft her brother, "my happlest memory is to th1nk of Robert and ~

Lyndon runmng the Senate. They d1d it very well we

e
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who was a descendant of both Madison and Monroe. Mrs, Eisenhower
had brought with her her daughter -in- law, Mrs. J’ohn E1senhower and her .-

three charmlng grandch11dren, Mary and Barbara Ann and Susan, all growmg e

“up to .b'e'beautlful g1rls, and there,were'two Roo'sevelt sons, Elliott. and T 1 SRR
J’ohn)wu:h hlS w1fe Mrs. Mary V1rg1n1a Dev1ne, a Harr1son great grand— T

- daughter, and Mrs. Fredermk Manmng, Pre81dent Taft's daughter, who

Taft had g1ven hlS w1fe on the1r S1lver Anmversary and who later sa:.d

», -

From the Green Room the Wh1te House fam111es and I went 1nto

the Blue Room for a group p1cture. Then they all d1spersed._aMrs '. ) .

Eis enhower 1nto the pantry to see the butlers and emergmg later to say, ». -

"I Just wanted to see all the boys.s” That further endeared her to me. She":'-" A

. looked fondly around the place and sa1d you know I llved here longer than IR

anywhere else. ,"' And her warmest memorles were, ',' she sa1d "of the L

' chrlstemng of the1r youngest grandch1ld Mary Jean, in the Blue Room o
‘and of the famlly celebratmn at Chr1strnas after the General's heart . .. R

'attack. ,” »How well I understand that last,' the feeling of well being and‘

Sl .
l.
renewal.

Liz and Bess and S;irnone gathered up various descendants to

ask them to have their"picture made by a scene from the book. AndI
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- ‘w1dowed father, Harry Hoka.ns in the hect1c days of FDR's t1me, and ‘Bob |
V'Allen, and Gould meoln, and B111 Wh1te, veterans of the press and Wolf_i : __:j"
'tVon Eckardt whose wr1t1ngs on beaut1£1cat10n and pres ervatmn I admxre |
;:‘enormously, (B‘ur il'r1ends, the Governor'ot Sarnoa and h1s w1fe,’_the Rex

.' 'Lees, Just because they happened to be in town, and spec1a1 merri‘bers of

| who do so much to record "The L1v1ng Whlte House” of this day——Bob

,teil and everybody wanted to listen. Each of the honor guests had a little

TR g
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stood in line,;i.n‘the Blue Room to receive all the rest of the guests. There .

were two other descendants; Mrs John Harlan .Amen,- who had been Marion

Cleveland the daughter of Grover Cleveland She was born here dur1ng the1r

b'second Adm1n1strat1on and had 11ved here for a year and a half and Mrs

' Rlchard Folsom Cleveland the daughter 1n—1aw of Presldent Cleveland

and D1ane Hopklns, “now Mrs. Allan Baxter, “who had 11ved here w1th her R T 1)

Cl
R |

e o o Al B 8. ¢

Lo,

' our staff whom I _]ust wanted to share a good party, Sandy Fox and Mary AR B

Kaltman and Betty Hogue, ’Barbara Keehn, and Jim Ketchum and those two o

Knudsen and Okamoto; and Sn‘none and J uamta w1th her mother, and

Dorothy Terr1to who w111 record our day here, and Chrlstme Stugard

Others from the press Howard K Smlth and Mar1e Smlth and the dean

of them a11 Merrlma.n Smlth and Surpnsmgly, Dr Frank Stanton, who! s . B

'presenee alwayvs means_t a lot_-to me, ‘and Henry Dupont from the .Con'unxttee. L

for the Preservation of the White _House'.
The receii’ing- line over, I we_nt to the State-Dining Room where it

was \}ery evi'den_t'it was a good party. Nearly everybody had a stq_ry to

J S e i . - . -
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'arms of my nurse standlng by my mother. And then 1 re‘turned'to.be'l

‘ ":'dldn't remember much Young ch1ldren don't nay much attent1on to - -
. where they 11ve.‘ She d1d remember puttlng Post Toasnes 1n the bedsb
of some of the .guests and bemg roundly scolded by her grandmother, 3
~jf_».ers‘ “ Roosuevelt ‘ Mrs.' Marthena Harr1son W1lhams, the granddaughter -:
: .:7~of Benjamln Harrlson had a m-emlorgr ‘from‘ yet “anothernj;ldm1n1strat1von, . ‘f ‘
e .'- ‘that of:meoln.‘ . ”W‘ehha\"r‘e the last '81gnature' ofi L1ncoln. O.ur gmnd— N |
father was appomted Terrlto‘rn.‘a.l Governor of the Northwest Terntory |
‘ by meoln. He‘ was» 1n town vto see h1rn;o‘n.hus1ness and had;to_return’to
) ‘Nebraska, ". I belleve she sa1d ”H1s reapp01ntmentwas f_ound 51gned on B
~ the t0p of 'Lincoln's desk th'e mornmg .a'fterhis iassass;inati..on, thelast |
- document S1gned | ﬁenajvmrn Iv-Iarrlson‘vheard .about it on‘the traln golng
' West ." I had a uery rnterestlng moment w1th Mrb .I-Ioes., | the descendant

- 'of the Ma.dlsons and the Monroes)who sa1d that he was gmng to g1ve the o

~ excuse of a portrait. "I think he knows how ‘enthusiastic I am about the

=t | £2.717
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‘circle around them. "’I‘mov"ed from group to group gathering‘amus'ing'. R o

“vignettes. Princess Cantacuzene said, ''I was born here and I was-

e

: christened in the East Room:'and Ilireceived‘vin the Blue Room,in the -

c v_the house guest of the Coohdges” . S1st1e Da Seagraves said that’ she a

l"l. .

v

_ Whlte House a. Mad:.son portra1t whlch he had I had known of its emstence

through J'1m Ketchum I took h1s arm and walked h1m over to look a.t the |

present one, painted some forty years after the President's death, a poor

possibility of getting J',l‘. The refreshments were delicious and everybody
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- ate and stayed and the honor gueste went upstalrs to.the second floor

and even to the thlrd ,w1th Mr. West gn(Jlm Ketchum all by themselves __. L e
. looking a.nd ).inge'rin'g and te111ng each other what 1t was hke 1n then: day. o

i‘d had a chance to chat w1th Jost about everyone of the.descendants and

,'when 1t was over at 6 o clock I ha.d tha.t enormously satlsfled feehngj/that

women w111 understand s0 welly\ that I'd glven a good party.‘ B - x -»'.1:;"%"-::;; N

I went upstau's and worked w1th Ashton on the weddmg plctures S

' ‘_a'nd finished'-‘the_b_r1desma1ds :selectmns and Mrs. L_mdow 8 album._. And~ .
5>1fh¢1?:‘v_£°;'.the bovvling;'l‘a.nes_,where:I‘_had two ‘gafn_éé, ' ma.kirig 122 on‘ohe. R

And then'b'afc.l_c;pstairs-to_'have dinner'_ alo_rie:-_‘-}a’ stealc_and'hlack coffee..- Fooo

)

@ L -'a,nd'lj'rjlsr'e workand s‘.o to bed. | -




