
M ONDAY, NOVEM BER 28, 1966

M onday, N ov em b er  28, th e  f ir s t  day of m y  W ashington  in ter lu d e  

w ithout L yndon, I aw oke and the c lo ck  sa id  ten  m in u tes  of te n . T he  

m o s t  jo y o u s fe e lin g  in  th e w orld  is  a good n igh t’s s le e p , th e  b e s t  I 'v e  

had in  m o n th s . I b rea k fa sted  and sp en t th e  m orn in g  ta lk in g ^ first w ith  

Lynda w h o 's  going to  le a v e  fo r  N ew  Y ork and w ork  and th e  C apote p arty , 

w hich, q u ick ly  b eco m e  known a s  The P arty  and to  w h ich  I a m  lo s in g  

tw o of m y  fa v o r ite  W hite H ouse c h a r a c te r s  - -  Lynda B ird  and A lic e  

R o o se v e lt  L ongw orth .

D u ring  th e  m orn in g  L iz  ca m e  in  and w e w ent d o w n sta ir s  to  s e e  ^ 

th e  b low n up p ic tu r e s  of so m e  of th e s c e n e s  in  th e book The Living White House. H uge 4x6 p ic tu r e s  

w h ich  w e l l  r ec o r d e d  by p r e s s  and t e le v is io n  w e hope w i l l  s e l l  th e  book . B e s s
A . ^  A

c a m e  b r in g in g  th e  guest li s t .  I w en t o v er  i t  c a r e fu lly , t r y i n g  a s  u su a l to  th ink

o f so m e  p a r tic u la r  t ie ,  so m e  r e c e n t en cou n ter , so m e w ord  or c o n v e r sa tio n  

fo r  ea ch  o f th e  g u e s ts  I knew or had heard  o f. M y f ir s t  thought on w aking  

and s e e in g  th e  g ra y  and dripp ing sky  w a s that I m ig h t lo s e  so m e  fa v o r ite  

g u e s ts  b e c a u se  of p lan e  tro u b le  and so  I d id . B u t th e r e  w a s  a m a r v e lo u s  

l i s t  of a c c e p ta n c e s  and a p a rty  s p ir it  in  th e  h o u se . And b e s id e s  th a t, I 

sp en t a good  m orn in g  w ork in g . S o m etim es  I think I fu n ction  b e tte r  in  a 

fa ir ly  r eg im en ted  lif e .

B e s s  and I w ent o v er  th e  sc e n a r io  for  the a ftern oon . M uch t im e  

h as b een  sp en t on th is  p a r ty . It i s ,  I th ink, c a re fu lly  p lan n ed , to  g iv e  s o m e  

in t im a te  m o m en ts  to  m e  and th o se  who have liv e d  in  th is  H ou se  or  "have t ie s
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w ith  it ,  to g e t  good p ic tu r e s  of the group and of each  fa m ily  of 

d e sce n d a n ts  w ith  one of the la r g e  blow n up p ic tu r e s  of th e ir  a n c e sto r  in  

the W hite H o u se , and to g iv e  th o se  s p e c ia l g u e s ts , the d e sce n d a n ts , a  

ch a n ce  to s t r o l l  q u ietly  in  the h a lls ,  u p s ta ir s , or the th ird  f lo o r  and 

rem in isce  and r e c a l l .

- : ; F i n is h e d  w ith  L iz  a n d  B e s s , I w ork ed  w ith  A sh ton  on the w edding

p ic tu r e s , -check ing o ff on that fo rm id a b le  C h r istm a s l i s t  a l l  our fr ie n d s  

to  w hom  I w anted  to g iv e  the b a lcon y  sc e n e  or th e p ic tu r e  around the . 

w eddin g  ca k e . F iv e  d e ligh tfu l o n es  for  each  of L u c i's  12 b r id e sm a id s  and  

> a g r e a t  b ig  book for  Lynda B ird . And then I lun ched  on a  scr a m b led  eg g , 

b acon  and to a s t. I w e ig h ed  in  at 10 o 'c lo c k  th is  m orn in g  to fin d  m y s e l f ,  

a s  u su a l, th ree  pounds h e a v ie r  fro m  eatin g  w ith  abando n  at th e R an ch . - 

So I had b la ck  c o ffe e  and ju ic e  for  b r e a k fa s t and plan  on one o f m y  two  

day d ie ts , and h o p efu lly  lo s in g  the th ree  pounds.

J ea n  L o u is  ca m e  for a com b. I p r a c tic ed  m y  few  w o rd s  that I w ould  / 

sa y , put on m y new  m in t g reen  Alaskene[?] and w en t down fo r  the p a rty .

' ; T h e y  w e r e  a l l  s e a t e d  in  the E a st  R oom  - -  the 13 d escen d a n ts , the

N a tio n a l G e o g r a p h ic  p eo p le  who had produ ced  the book, and the old  t im e  

n ew sp a p er  r e p o r te r s  w ho had c o v er e d  the W hite H ou se  fo r  m a n y  : 

A d m in is tr a tio n s . And I in v ited  a good m any sta ff p eo p le , m y  own fo lk s  

w ho r e a lly  m ak e i t  "The L iv in g  W hite H ouse" fo r  u s . D r , G ro sv en o r  ta lk ed  

i  about how  the book ca m e in to  b e in g , the'^ ind w ord s about m y  p a rt in  it , and i
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D avid  F in le y  of the W hite H ou se  H is to r ic a l A sso c ia t io n , w h ich  i s  

a c tu a lly  prod u cin g  the b o o k ^ sp o k e;^ d  then it  w as m y  turn for  the few  w o rd s  

about the two m il l io n  v is i to r s  a y ea r  who co m e  through the W hite H o u se  

and of a l l  th o se  m il l io n s  who w il l  n ev er  c o m e . Who can  b e tter  un d erstan d  

th is  H o u se  and its ch arm in g , sad  funny s to r ie s  than the fa m ilie s  w ho h ave
1/ " v  ■

l iv e d  h e r e ?  And I e x p r e s s e d  m y  gra titu d e  to D r . G rosven or  and a ll  th e N ational , 

G eograp h ic  s ta ff  and to B ru ce  C atton  who w ro te  the fo rew o rd . T hat w a s  m y  

doing. I to ld  the l i t t le  s to r y  about P r e s id e n t  C o o lid ge  w alk in g one day , 

w ith  a  Senator fr ien d  fr o m  M isso u r i. 'In a jok ing m o o d ,. the S en ator  sa id , as  

-.they a p p ro a c h e d  the W hite H ou se , "I wonder, who l iv e s  th er e ? "  "Nobody", /

sa id  the P r e s id e n t . "They ju s t  co m e  and go". And c lo s e d  w ith , "I'm  so  j
■ 

th r il le d  that m any who h ave  co m e  and gone h a v e  retu rn ed  fo r  th is  o c c a s io n ."

T hen I a sk ed  M rs . E isen h o w er  to accom pany m e  and w e  w en t in to

th e G reen  R oom  fo r  the r e c e iv in g  lin e  of the d escen d a n ts . M r s . E isen h o w er  ;

w a s ju s t  as gay and in fo rm a l as e v e r , look ing not a day o ld er . And sh e

w a s the b ig g e s t  a ttra c tio n  o f the a ftern oon . I did so  a p p re c ia te  h er  co m in g . ;

She s m ile d  and sa id , "I w ouldn't have done i t  for  anybody e l s e ." She stood

w ith  m e  and th ey  f i le d  s lo w ly  by . F ir s t ,  the P r in c e s s  C an tacu zen e, aged 90 w ho

i s  J u lia  G rant, the granddaughter of P r e s id e n t  G rant, argeftO. T he g u e s ts

ranged  fro m  10 to 90! And M arthena H a r r iso n  W illia m s, B en ja m in

H a r r iso n 's  granddaughter; and M rs . Van S ea g ra v es  who is  S is t ie  Dah l,

Anna Roosevelt's dau ghter, one of the gran d ch ild ren  who liv e d  in  the H o u se  for  a w h ile

during F D R 's  tim e; and a d is tin g u ish ed  g en tlem a n  nam ed L a w ren ce  H o e s
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w ho w a s a d escen d a n t of both M adison  and M onroe. M r s .  E isen h o w er  

had brought w ith  h er  h er  d a u g h ter -in -la w , M rs. John E isen h o w er  and h er  

th r e e  ch arm in g  gran d ch ild ren , M ary and B a rb a ra  Ann and Su san , a l l  g ro w in g  Ir 

up to b e  b ea u tifu l g ir ls ,  an d th ere  w e r e  two R o o se v e lt  so n s , E llio tt, and - o

John, with h is  w ife ; M r s . M ary V irg in ia  D ev in e , a H a rr iso n  g r e a t  gran d -  

daughter; and M rs . F r e d e r ic k  M anning, P r e s id e n t  Taft's, dau ghter, who i ; - : 

w a s w ea rin g  a s i lv e r  p e a r l and diam ond pendant broach  that P r e s id e n t  

T aft had g iv e n  h is  w ife  on th eir  S ilv er  A n n iv ersa ry  and who la te r  sa id  i '

so m eth in g  that I a p p rec ia ted  v e r y  m u ch . S p eaking of the la te  Senator

R o b e r t T aft, h e r  b ro th er , "my h a p p ie st  m e m o r y  is  to think of R ob ert and - - 

Lyndon running th e S enate. T hey did i t  v e r y  w e ll.” ^

F r o m  the G reen  R oom  the W hite H ou se  fa m ilie s  and I w en t into  

the B lu e  R oom  for  a group p ic tu re . Then th ey  a ll  d is p e r s e d  — M rs.

E isen h o w er  in to  the p an try  to s e e  the b u tlers  and em erg in g  la ter  to sa y , V 

"I ju s t  w an ted  to s e e  a ll  the b o y s ." T hat fu rther  en d eared  h er  to m e . She 

lo ok ed  fon d ly  around the p la c e  and sa id , " Y o u  know I liv e d  h e r e  lon g er  than

an yw h ere  e ls e . '' And h e r  w a r m e s t  m e m o r ie s  w e r e , sh e  s a i d ," o f  the  

c h r is te n in g  of th e ir  y o u n g est gran d ch ild , M ary Jean , in  the B lu e  R oom  

and of the fa m ily  c e le b r a tio n  at C h r is tm a s  a fter  the G en era l's  h e a r t  

attack ." H ow  w e ll  I understand  that la s t , the fe e lin g  o f w e l l  bein g  and  

ren ew al!

L iz  and B e s s  and S im one gath ered  up v a r io u s  d escen d a n ts  to 

a sk  them  to h a v e  th e ir  p ic tu re  m ad e by a sce n e  fro m  the book. And I
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s tood  in  l in e  in  the B lu e  R oom  to r e c e iv e  a ll  the r e s t  o£ the g u e s ts .  T h ere  

w e r e  two o th er  d e sce n d a n ts , M rs . John H arlan  A m en, who had b een  M arion  

C lev e la n d , the daughter of G rover C lev e la n d . She w a s  born  h e r e  during th e ir  

seco n d  A d m in is tr a tio n  and had liv ed  h e r e  for  a y ea r  and a half; and M rs. 

R ich a rd  F o lso m  C lev e la n d , th e d a u g h te r -in -la w  of P r e s id e n t  C levelan d ;

and D ian e H op k in s, now M rs. A lla n  B a x ter , who had liv e d  h e r e  w ith  h er  

w id ow ed  fa th er , H a rry  H opkins in  th e h e c t ic  days o f F D R 's  tim e; and Bob  

A lle n , and G ould L in co ln , and B i l l  W hite, v e te ra n s  of th e p r e s s ;  and W olf 

Von E ck ard t w h o se  w r itin g s  on b ea u tifica tio n  and p r e se r v a tio n  I a d m ire  

en o rm o u sly .  O ur fr ie n d s , th e G overn or of Sam oa and h is  w ife , the R ex  

L e e s ,  ju s t  b e c a u se  they happened  to  be in  town; and s p e c ia l  m e m b e r s  o f  

our s ta ff  w hom  I ju s t  w anted to  sh a re  a good p arty , Sandy F o x  and M ary  

K altm an  and B etty  H ogue, B a rb a ra  K eehn, and Jim  K etchum  and th o se  two 

w ho do so  m u ch  to r e c o r d  "The L iv in g  W hite H ouse" of th is  day - -  Bob  

K nuds en and O kam oto; and S im on e and Juanita w ith  h e r  m o th e r , and  

D oroth y  T e r r ito  who w ill  r e c o r d  our day h e r e , and C h r is tin e  Stugard. 

O th ers fr o m  the p r e s s ,  H ow ard K. Sm ith  and M arie  Sm ith , and the dean  

of th em  a ll ,  M err im a n  Sm ith , and su r p r is in g ly . D r. F rank  Stanton, w h o 's  

p r e s e n c e  a lw ays m ea n s  a lo t to m e , and H en ry  Dupont fr o m  the C o m m itte e ,  

fo r  the P r e se r v a t io n  of the W hite H ou se .

The r e c e iv in g  lin e  o v e r , I w en t to the State D ining R oom  w h ere  i t  

w a s v e r y  ev id en t i t  w as a good p arty . N ea r ly  everyb od y had  a s to r y  to 

t e l l  and ev ery b o d y  w anted to l is te n . E ach  of the honor g u e s ts  had a l it t le

X.



c ir c le  around th em . I m oved  fro m  group to group gath erin g  am u sin g  

v ig n e tte s . P r in c e s s  C an tacu zene sa id , "I w as born  h e r e  and I w a s  

c h r is te n e d  in  the E a s t  R oom  and I 'r e c e iv e d ' in  the B lu e  R o o m  in  the ; ;

a r m s  of m y  n u rse  standing by m y  m o th er . And then I retu rn ed  to be  ̂ .

the h o u se  g u e s t  of the C o o lid g e s ." S is t ie  Dah l S ea g ra v es  sa id  that sh e  

d id n 't r e m e m b e r  m u ch . ''Young ch ild ren  don’t  pay m u ch  a tten tion  to :v

w h e r e  th ey  l iv e ." She did r em em b er  putting P o s t  T oas t ie s  in  th e  b ed s - 

o f so m e  o f th e  g u e s ts  and b ein g  roundly sco ld ed  by h e r  gran d m oth er ,

M r s . R o o s e v e lt .  M rs . M arthena H a r r iso n  W illi a m s , th e granddaughter -  • 

o f B en ja m in  H a r r iso n  had a  m em o ry  fro m  y e t  another A d m in istra tio n , : S i;S. 

that o f L in co ln . "We h a v e  the la s t  s ign atu re  o f L in co ln . Our gr a nd- 

fa th er  w a s  appointed  T e r r ito r ia l G overn or of the N o rth w est T e r r ito r y  .

by L in co ln . H e w a s  in  tow n to s e e  h im  on b u s in e s s  and had to re tu rn  to  

N e b r a sk a ,"  I b e lie v e  sh e  sa id . "His reap p oin tm ent w a s found sign ed  on . 

th e top o f L in c o ln 's  d esk , the m orn in g  a fter  h is  a s sa s s in a t io n , the la s t  

d ocu m en t s ig n ed . B en ja m in  H a r r iso n  h eard  about i t  on the tr a in  going  

W e st." I had a  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  m o m en t w ith  M r. H o e s , the d escen d a n t  

o f th e  M ad ison s and the M on roes who sa id  that he w a s going to  g iv e  the  

W hite H o u se  a M ad ison  p o r tr a it  w h ich  he had. I had known o f i t s  e x is te n c e  

through J im  K etchum . I took h is  arm  and w alk ed  h im  o v er  to look  a t the  

p r e se n t  one, pa in ted  so m e  fo r ty  y e a r s  a fter  the P r e s id e n t 's  death , a  p oor  

. e x c u se  o f a p o r tr a it . I think h e  know s how  e n th u s ia st ic  I am  about the .

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f g e ttin g  The r e fr e sh m e n ts  w e r e  d e lic io u s  and every b o d y
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a te  and s ta y ed  and the honor g u e s ts  w en t u p sta ir s  to the seco n d  flo o r

o— '
and ev en  to the th ird  w ith  M r. W est o r  J im  K etchum  or a ll  by th e m s e lv e s —  

look in g  and lin g er in g  and te llin g  each  other w hat i t  w a s lik e  in  th e ir  day. 

I'd  had a ch an ce to ch at w ith  ju s t  about ev ery o n e  of the d escen d a n ts  and  

w h en  i t  w a s  o v er  a t 6 o 'c lo c k , I had that en o rm o u sly  s a t is f ie d  f e e l in g ,? ^ a t

w om en  w i l l  u n d erstan d  so  w e l l  -- that I'd g iv en  a good p arty .

I  w en t u p sta ir s  and w ork ed  w ith  A sh to n  on the w edding p ic tu r e s  

and f in ish e d  the b r id e sm a id s  s e le c t io n s  and M rs . L in d ow 's a lbum . And  

then  to  the b ow lin g la n e s  w h ere  I had two g a m e s , m aking 122 on one. 

And then back  u p sta ir s  to  h a v e  d inner a lo n e  - -  a stea k  and b lack  c o ffe e  — 

and m o r e  w ork  and so  to bed . i


