’ ";over reports and facts and ﬁgures for my 1nterv1ew w1th Merle Secrest

bnngmg the f1n1shed FDR portra1t I had asked Clark Chfford to be w1th
'us to represent the W'hzte House H1stor1ca1 Assoc1at10n a.nd because I

o _ ;a].ways value' h1s presence.. When I came: out the portra1t was on an

e easel covered v’standl.ng between the archway in the West I-Iall a.nd the

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1966
| Pa‘gbe One

Tuesday, November 29, was marked for-me as the day when

' -,somethmg turned out _]U.St r1ght when I tasted the%kwxne of success,

ﬁ?’

- _-tti&pro_]ect completecf and Just as I hoped it would be. I spent the early

Mﬁen at 12: 00 Mr. C F Palmer came w1th Madame Shouma.toff ‘

e —

NV IR S

SO

A ‘_{imormng_ w1th.L1z on»,my few words to.say at the .]' ew1sh luncheon and g01ng

(RPN

, ‘D1n1ng Room entrance. " The air was electrlc wrth exc1tement Mr. Palmer;_,f' o

and Clark and I stood .around and I_S/I;adatne ~S’hournat:‘off pulled back the clo_th. : e

him, a young and.vigorous 'Roosevelt looked at us almost as though’"he'

: each others arms w1th congratulatlons on the pro_]ect‘s bemg completed

B We .alked about where it m1ght hang. _I'd El_anned it for' either Lyndon-s e

K Ofﬁce or for the Cab1net Room. . Mr. Palmer thinks it shovu‘ld be above

the fireplace in the President's ‘Q‘ffice. _He and Clark - discussed the

‘'ways in which to handle it for tax matters, and that was indeed a good

aspect of Clark's' being there.’ We hoped to have the unveiling about the -

- ".-my full and unreserved adm1rat1on and grat1tude We pract1ca11y'fe11 into -

o It was, marvelous._ Leaning on the rail of a ship with his navy‘cape ar'o_i:_L'ndH L

would speak I was dehghted For once I d1d not lack the words to express;'hvffl
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. time of PreSident Roosevelt's birthday, J‘anuary 30thf . Mr. Palmer
’ gave me a book.hevhad vvritten,' _”Mvaears as a Slum Fighter"; '_He's S

-almost as. passzonate about that as he is about h1s memory of Roosevelt

' I asked hun how he gotmeged in it and he sa1d “because I‘m a real -

I have some b1g bu11d1ngs m Atlanta and about 35 years

. ._«"_,u}-. falee o

. 'a‘g”'omI eould see »the1r 1value-'be1ngieaten 1nto-by encroach1ng slurns" He:
_ gave ‘me some:of the FDR. Warm Si)r1ngs matches andl prom1sed to. send
.a l1st of the people that hewould partlcularly hke to have 1nv1ted to the
unvetllng and we sa1d goodbye ?By- Clark hngered a few m1nutes, at my

request He told ‘me that Peter Hurd had returned the check rather hls

jlawyer had to the Wh1te House Hlstoncal As soclatlon and askedi‘to have
the portra1t of Lyndon returned to hun He‘would not have made a.pnce 'l“‘-":
. of $6 000 unless he thought 1t would be accepted as the off1c1al portra:.t
‘He. Clark felt that the only thmg to do was. to return the portraxt l I
‘ feel sad about the whole thmg. 1 hve w1th and love oneof Peter Hurd'
landscapes here at the Wh1te House and another frfthe Ranch called the S
- Anv11 ,Cloud,j-og‘ao/ne %s early WPA days,l outs1de o£ Lyndon s Offlce
- »her:e. H1s bortralt of Lyndon s:.mply dldn't come off and now there is..

,dlsappomtment and hurt feehngs and there was too much publ1c1ty from

.‘ //

his end of it and I feel sad all around I talked to Clark about the new :
: Attornev General He told me qulte s1mp1y and straxghtforwardly that
he' would not accept it if it were offered He had no 1nterest in it. He

felt that his preparatmn and hzs mterests lay in the f1e1d of fore1gn

Sy
PO S




' ,'Orthodox J’ emsh Lad1es to accept a scholarsh1p wh1ch they are g1v1ng to "L}".'

'me.._.:,A scholarsh1p in Soc1ology at Yeshlva Un1ver s1ty's.§tern Qollege for -

-sPe‘“al Bt“dy °f the Pr°blem8 °f poverty Mrs Nathan Wa.dler, the R
| 'J’.\Pres1dent /\Mrs g

| ceremony--an 1ntroduct1on w1th some m1ghty fine words that always SRR
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affairs. 1 was keenly dlsappomted but obvmusly it was f1nal

I had a br1ef v151t w1th Dr Burkley and Dr. Brown and Dr. Voss

| ’ and Dr Hurst about this r1d1culous rn1nor a1lrnent arthr1t1s, rheumatlsm B

o

.or tlgger f1nger or whatever 1t 1s and prom1sed to try the1r parahn bath

VAnd then I went out to the Shoreham to a luncheon of the Umted

_‘.,V/men 1n New York Clty The rec1p1ent w1ll be able to devote t1me to L

St

Carl Marcus escorted me 1n. . It was a brlef l1ttle :

make_ me squ1rrn,‘,;":feel gr_a_teful’ and_ ‘w1sh- I '_c_ould llve'up to them, --a"

pladu'e and theny'rn‘y‘ response ' .I'd wr‘itten'it this mornmg If anyone

: should ask my husband what he regards as hlS most lastmg accomphshment

durlng his termi:.n offlce, ,I _feel' sure he w_ould say the 16§educ’at10n;b11ls - t

pas sed in the la.st three’years. ‘It wa’s in and out'in less than halffhour D) R
and yet they were apprec1at1ve and I was glad to be the t1gger for one ! Lab M«A‘»-Mt ,
_more scholarshl.p “Mg«‘.;.,,.‘)
The papers are full of Truman Capote s party I felt pleased
that Lynda had been there bu-t she s launched in an 1nterest1ng life w1th
exc1tement st).mulanng people, a most extraordmary chance to learn " o
"A .: ' X . W{‘/ B
a - and grow. And,\a gu-l who's takmg advantage of 1t R
I spent the afternoon workmg on my sPeech for New York'.l It R
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was h_.a.rd. ~ The first draft was nothing but fine wor_ds. Iwas -

. trying to turn it into something personal. I met with Mrs. ProvenSen,

worked‘ an hour and a'half and realized that it juet wouldn't 'do. L1z

- was w1th us and I gave her enough of my own words and thoughts to

G/ﬂ/

- make I feel a.t home w1th And she, bless her heart stayed untxl

10: 00 o clock at n1ght moldmg it mto a speech more like me. But : »"

‘ between 5 30 to 7 00 we both met w1th Merle Secrest and Henry D1amond

-

‘in the Yellow Oval Room: for an 1nterv1ew that was sort of summary of
‘ ;the work in beaut1£1cat10n._ I had called D1ane,s off1ce and gotten some .'

: excellent l1ttle v1gnettes of what the Youth Serv1ce Groups were d01ng.

//At 7 00 o clock 1 went bqvwhng w1th Dr. Hurst He s 1n town for - o

a med1ca1 comm1ttee and Just called up to say that he'd hke to swnn or {-; - L

bowl or Just v151t w1th me. - I shot 145 the frrst game, much to h1s o

d1scomf1ture and 90 the second wh1ch he won handlly. And then we .

came home and the two of us a.te a steak in the lovely farn1ly d1n1ng S

‘ roomf-_-‘,-the:eeco;;dday of my self-imposed diet. ' But‘a good frlend‘f",‘-

RNl Yo
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What a~highfc1ass; earnest, rare individual he is, and being
,-w1th him is alway's sunny. We talked for-one- hunr after dinner -- .

about the da.ys when lyndon had a heart attack and a11 the t1me 8

""‘_smce tha.t we have met He asked me qu:.te s1mply. ”Are you E

4 happy‘? " It is rare to haVe/a fnend that would be that d1rect
" I_thought for ha.lf a mmute, and then sa1d qu1te slmply ”Yes, :

;‘I hope tha.t every day. every mmute I reahze a11 the thmgs there :

:are that ought to make me happy because every state of affa.u-s , o

~-\$"MJ.\ ew" /*Cw
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