
TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 29. 1966

P age One

Tuesday, N ovem ber 29, w as m arked for m e as the day when

som eth ing turned out ju st right, when I tasted  the_heady w ine of s u c c e s s ,
:  ' ■ Ah  ■ '  ■

_ tis^ p ro ject com p leted^and ju st as I hoped it  would be, I spent the ea r ly

■morning w ith L iz  on m y few  w ords to say at the Jew ish  luncheon and going

over rep orts  and fa c ts  and figu res for m y in terv iew  with M erle  S e c r e s t . . : .

Â r iJ Then at 12:00 M r. C. F . P a lm er cam e with M adam e Shoumatoff̂  : |

bringing the fin ish ed  FDR portra it. I had asked C lark C lifford  to be w ith

us to rep r ese n t the W hite H ouse H isto r ica l A sso c ia tio n  and b ecau se I ^

V alw ays value h is  p r e sen c e . When I cam e out the p o rtra it w as on an ,

e a s e l  covered , standing betw een the archw ay in  the W est H all and  the

Dining R oom  entrance. The air w as e le c tr ic  w ith excitem en t. M r. P a lm er

and C lark  and I stood  around and M adam e Shoumatoff pulled  back the cloth .

It w as m arvelou s! Leaning on the r a il  of a ship with h is  navy cape around

h im , a young and v igorou s R o o sev e lt looked at us a lm o st as though he

w ould speak. I w as delighted. F or once I did not lack  the w ords to e x p ress

m y fu ll and u n reserved  adm iration and gratitude. We p ra c tica lly  f e l l  into

each others arm s w ith congratulations on the p ro ject's  being com pleted .

We ta lk ed̂ about w h ere it  m ight hang. I'd planned it  for either Lyndon's

. O ffice or for the Cabinet R oom . . M r. P a lm er thinks i t  should be above

the fir ep la c e  in  the P resid en t's  O ffice. He and C lark d iscu sse d  the

w ays in which to handle it  for tax m a tters , and that w as indeed a good

a sp ect of C lark 's being there. We hoped to have the unveiling about the



P age two

tim e of P r es id en t R o o sev e lt's  birthday, January 30th . Mr. P a lm er  

gave m e a book he had w ritten , "My Y ears as a Slum F ig h ter". H e’s

a lm o st as p a ssio n a te  about that as he is  about h is  m em ory of R o o sev e lt.
L

I asked  h im  how h e  g o t immersed in  it  and he said , "because I'm  a rea l  

e s ta te  m an, I have som e big buildings in A tlanta and about 35 year s 

ago I could  s e e  their va lu e  being eaten  into by encroaching slu m s" . He 

gave m e som e of the FDR W arm  Springs m atch es and p rom ised  to send  

a l i s t  of the peop le that he would p articu larly  lik e  to have invited  to the 

unveiling and w e sa id  goodbye. ajSt C lark lin gered  a few  m inutes,, a t m y  

req u est. H e told  m e that P e ter  Hurd had returned the check, rather h is  

law yer had, to the W hite H ouse H isto r ica l A sso c ia tio n  and a sk ed  to have  

the p ortra it o f  Lyndon retu rned to h im . H e would not have m ade a  p r ice  -j -

of $ 6 ,0 0 0  u n less  he thought it  would be accepted  as the o ffic ia l p ortra it. - f ;

H e, C lark, fe lt  that the only thing to do w as to return  the p ortra it. I

; 1 * ■

. i‘
•i t.

f e e l  sad about the w hole thing. I liv e  w ith and love one of P e ter  H urd's  

lan d scap es h e re  at the White H ouse and another jar the Ranch c a lle d  the ,

' '  '  '  'A n vil Cloud, in  one f rom h is ea r ly  WPA days, outside of Lyndon's O ffice ^

h ere . H is p ortra it o f Lyndon sim p ly  didn't com e off and now th ere is  

disappointm ent and hurt fee lin g s  and there w as too m uch publicity  from  -

h is  end of it  and I fe e l sad  a ll around. I talked to C lark about the new  

A ttorney G eneral. He told m e quite s im p ly  and straightforw ardly that 

he would not accep t it  if  it  w ere  offered . He had no in te r e st  in  it. He 

fe lt  that h is  preparation  and h is  in ter e sts  lay in  the f ie ld  of foreign

■ ' ' I
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a ffa irs . I w as keen ly  disappointed but obviously it  w as final.

I had a b r ie f  v is it  with D r. B urkley and D r. Brow n and D r. V oss

and Dr. H u rst about th is rid icu lou s m inor ailm ent a rth r itis , rh eu m atism  - ,-.  ̂ V
^ . .  ■ -■ ; / i  ' i .  ' '  ■ . 

or tigger fin ger or w hatever it  is  and p rom ised  to try their paraffin bath. . :,ro ^

And then I w ent out to the Shoreham  to a luncheon of the United

Orthodox Jew ish  L adies to accep t a sch o larsh ip  which they a re  giving to . : -C.,

m e ^ a sch o larsh ip  in  Socio logy at Y esh iva  U n iv e rs ity 's  Stern  Colleg e  for j,

Wom en  in New Y ork City. The rec ip ien t w ill be able to devote tim e to

sp e c ia l study of the prob lem s of poverty . M rs. Nathan W adler, the

P r esid en t, M̂ r s .  C arl M arcus e sco rted  m e in. It was a b r ie f lit t le  

cerem on y  - -  an introduction with som e m ighty fine w ords that a lw ays ’ ^

m ake m e squirm , fe e l gratefu l and w ish  I could liv e  up to them , a 

plaque and then m y resp o n se . I'd w ritten  i t  th is m orning. If anyone 

should ask  m y husband what h e regard s as h is  m o st lasting  a cco m p lish m en t  

during h is  term  in  o ffice , I  f e e l  sure h e would say the 16 education b il ls  

p a sse d  in  the la s t  three y e a r s . It w as in and out in le s s  than h a lf hour : 

and y e t  they w ere  appreciative and I w as glad to be the trigger  for one 

m o re  scholarship.;' ■ 5 Ci,.:: J

The p ap ers are fu ll of Trum an C apote's party. I fe lt  p leased  
■ ^  ■■

that Lynda had been th ere  tha t sh e 's  launched in  an in terestin g  life  with  

excitem en t, stim ulating people, a m o s t extraordinary chance to learn  

and grow . And she's a g ir l w ho's taking advantage of it.

I spent the afternoon working on m y speech  for New York. It

y ;
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w as hard. The f ir s t  draft w as nothing but fine w ords. I w as  

. trying to turn it  into som ething p erson al. I m et w ith M rs. P roven sen , 

w orked an hour and a h alf and rea lized  that it  ju st wouldn't do. L iz

w as w ith us and. I gave h er enough of m y own w ords and thoughts to .
(X̂ -

m ake a speech I f e e l  at hom e with. And she, b le s s  her h eart, stayed  until

, 10:00 o 'c lo ck  at night m olding it  into a speech  m ore  like m e. But 

betw een  5:30 to 7:00 w e both m et with M erle  S e c r e s t  a n d  H enry Diam ond  

in  the Y ellow  O val Room, for an in terv iew  that w as so r t of sum m ary of 

the w ork in  beautification . I had ca lled  Diane' s o ffice  and gotten som e  

e x ce llen t lit t le  v ign ettes of what the Youth S erv ice  Groups w e re  doing.

 ̂ ^ A t  7:00 o 'c lock  I went bo wling ̂ w i t h  D r .  H u r s t .  H e's  in  town for

a m ed ica l com m ittee  and ju st ca lled  up to say  that he'd lik e  to sw im  or

bow l or ju st  v is it  w ith m e. I shot 145 the f ir s t  gam e, m uch to h is  

d iscom fitu re  and 90 the second, which h e won handily. And then w e

cam e hom e and the two of us ate a steak  in  the lovely  fa m ily  dining
■ 'j-: '

room  - -  the second day of m y se lf- im p o se d  d iet. But what a good fr ien d !
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What a h ig h -c la s s , ea rn est, rare individual he i s ,  and being  

■with h im  i s  alw ays sunny. We talked  fo r an hou r after dinner - -  

\  about the days when Lyndon had a heart attack, and a ll  the t im e s

w

; s in ce  that w e have m et. He asked  m e quite s im p ly , "Are you  

happy?" It i s  ra re  to  have a frien d  that would be that d ir e c t .

I thought for h a lf a m inute, and then said  quite sim ply  "Y es,

I hope that ev ery  day, e v e r y  m inute I rea liz e  a ll the th in gs th ere  

are that ought to make m e happy b ecau se ev ery  state of a ffa irs  

.' i s  tem p orary ."  ̂ :..V'

When D r. H urst le ft I signed m a il and ch eck s, ta lked  

to Liz  about the sp eech  at ten b efore she le ft, and then for m y

nightly dessert of reading, j j  ^


