
LBJ LIBRARY DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL SHEET Page 1 of 1

Doc # DocTvpe Doc Info Classification Pages Date Restriction

1 Transcript Lady BirdJohnson's Diary, Pages 2,7-8 3 12/04/1966 C

Collection Title Lady Bird Johnson's Diary
Folder Title Lady Bird Johnson's Diary, December 1-28, 1966 [Book 39]

Box Number

Restriction Codes
(A) CtOMd by Ex k u Uv* Ordw 1332S governing K C aii to nitlDiMl security Information. 9 / 5 / 2 0 1 4
(B) a o ae d  by statute or by ths agancy wtiich originatad tha documant.
(C) Cloaad In accordanca «flth rastrictlons contained In the donor's deed o f gift

......
Ininals



• MEMORANDUM .. ;•"■■/, ' T  ^ ^

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G  T O M

S unday , D e c e m b e r  4, 1966 Pa-g® 1

I t  w a s  fo g g y  a n d  p ro m is in g  r a in .  We a l l  lo o k e d  h o p e fu lly  to  the  

s k ie s  e v e r y  m o rn in g , a n d  r a in  is  e v e ry b o d y 's  c o n v e r s a t io n .  L u c i  a n d  

P a t  h a d  b e e n  to  a  p a r ty  in  A u s tin  a t  J a k e  P ic k le ’s the  n ig h t b e f o r e .  So 

th e y  W  s le e p in g  la te  a n d  go ing  to a  l a t e r  M a s s .  A nd i t  w a s  o n ly  ^

L y n d o n  a n d  I  a n d  B e s s  w ho d ro v e ,to  S t. B a rn a b a s . I  l ik e  the  M in is te r  - -  

M c A l l i s t e r  - -  so  m u c h  w e w is h  h e  c o u ld  s ta y .

• A f te r w a r d s  w e h a d  co ffee , in  th e  l i t t l e  log  c a b in  th a t  h a d  s e r v e d  u s  

a s  a ’m i s s i o n  c h u rc h  fo r  so m e  12 o r  so  y e a r s ^ / l n d  b e fo re  th a t ,  a  G e rm a n  

im m ig r a n t  f a m i l y  f o r  a  h o m e  f o r  m o r e  th an  100 y e a r s .  . A nd I  to ld  so m e  

o f th e  n e w sm e n  th a t  the  c om m un io n  w in e  w a s  m a d e  f ro m  the g ra p e v in e s

- in  th e  b a c k y a r d .  A nd  th e  g ra p e v in e  h a d  c o m e  o v e r  bn a  sh ip  w ith  an^  /  -  

im m ig r a n t  fa m ily  f ro m  G e rm a n y  a n d  h a d  t r a v e le d  w ith  t h e i r  b e lo n g in g s  > 

b y  o x  c a r t  f ro m  In d ia n o la  w h e re  the  sh ip  h a d  la n d e d  to  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g !  _ ;

T he  fa m i ly  wajs m m e d  W a lte r .  H e h a d  b u i l t  h is  h o u se  m  1846 . . ’ ?

> L y n d o n  to ld  o u r  p r e s s  o f f ic e r ,  I  b e l ie v e  i t  w a s  T o m  Jo h n so n , t ^ t  -  ..

i f  a n y  o f th e  r e p o r t e r s  h a d  n o t b e e n  to  the R a n c h  th e y  coiald fo llo w  u s  h o m e ........

a n d  h e  w o u ld  d r iv e  th em  a ro u n d . A bou t 7 d id . We p ile d  th e m  in to  a  

s ta t io n  w ag o n . H e sh o w ed  th em  the  c e m e te r y  a n d  the  s c h o o l  a n d  the h o u se : 

w h e re  h e  w a s  b o rn .  A nd th en  d ro v e  th ro u g h  the  R e a g a n  a n d  the M a r t in  a n d  

th e  D a n z .  S o m e w h e re  a lo n g  the w ay , I  le f t  the g ro u p  a n d  w e n t in  a n d  s ig n e d  

lo ts  o f  C h r i s tm a s  m a ts .  T h e  p ile  i s  b e in g  re d u c e d . B u t i t  w a s  3 :00  b e fo re  ! 

I  c o u ld  g e t  u s  in  f o r  lu n c h . B e s s  a n d  J e s s e  a n d  Lyndon a n d  I  a n d  M a r ie  a n d  !

■■ •••'-r'-'flfiJitLir'.UL-' s  » . . ______  , ___ _ ___ __ _____ ______ ____ _____ _̂_____________  . , . M . ' . J T I T '___ ■ ■ -------"
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. ■ vV  ̂ W A S H I N G T O N   ̂ -  r ■:

-;• '• ■  *•'■■ . .  i! ■ '

Siifiday, v D e c e m b e r  4 , 1966 * P a g e  2
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■

:

M a r y  a  s m a l l  f a m ily .  S eldo in  do w e s i t  dow n w ith  on ly  6 a t  th e  ta b le .  

■  ̂ i s  ag lo w  w ith  f lo w e rs  - -  B e s s 's  good w o rk . W hite  a n d

p e p p e r m in t  c a r n a t io n s ,  y e llo w  a n d  b ro n z e  a n d  r u s s e t  a n d  a p r i c o t  ; :
*

c h r y s a n th e m u m s .  T h e  p r e t t i e s t  g r e e n  f ro m  o u r  ow n y a r d  - -  p c rfa c a rp u s .

-'  ̂ ^ "B e s s  i s  so  in v e n t iv e .  She h a s  a r r a n g e d .th e m  a l l .  D o zen s  o f b o u q u e ts .

T

s o m e  i n ’e v e r y  ro o m . I t  i s  a l l  in  p r e p a r a t io n  of w h a t is  th e  b ig  e v e n t of '

th e  d a y - - - 'h a v in g  the  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  m e n  an d  th e i r  w iv es  o v e r  f o r  a  , /

. '  b e e n  "’•  ̂ '
- b a rb e q u e  “d in n e r .  I t  h a s  a l l  ksai L y n d o n 's  id e a .  And one of th o s e  id e a s

'  - H o v e  Jiim  fo r^  H e  h a d  s u g g e s te d  h av m g  h is  d e ta i l  a n d  m in e  - -  th o s e  th a t

,  " fo llo w  u s  e v e r y w h e re  — 'to  b r in g  th e i r  w iv e s  dow n fo r  th e  w e e k e n d  a t  th e

w ith  m e  on th e -p la n e  F r id a y  a n d  re tu rn in g  s o m e t im e  M o n d a y .  :: ^

••• ■;■: I-■'
■ •-

'■ :yf-

■It h a d  b e e n  a  w e ll 'p la n n e d ," 'h a p p ily  e x e c u te d  w eek en d . : I h a d  ta lk e d  i t  o v e r^

W ith  - L e in  ̂  Jo h n  a :̂A&d a s k e d  h im jto , g e t w i th .B e j j_ jo r _ a i^ ^

i j f ^ a n z E D

''■>• iv  .•
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S u n d ay , D e c e m b e r  4 , 1966 P a g e  3

T h a t  w o n d e rfu l p a i r ,  M a ry  a n d  J a m e s ,  n ia d e  a  t r i p  to  e a c h  h o u se  

ta k in g  f lo w e rs  a n d  c a n d y  a n d  th in g s  f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  in c lu d in g  h o m e m a d e  

b r e a d  a n d  R a n c h  b a c o n . A nd I  hope  - -  I  to ld  h e r  to  - -  so m e  o f o u r  ow n 

■: p r e s e r v e s . ^  A::;.; ;C '

■  ̂ I t  h a d  b e e n  fun  to  p la n  a n d  tw ice  a s  m u c h  fu n  w heii the. S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  

p e o p le  b e g a n  to  a r r i v e  a b o u t 4 :0 0  a n d  I  m e t  a l l  th e  w iv e s  a n d  g o t n a m e s  a n d  

f a c e s  a f f ix e d  to  th e  w iv e s  th a t  b e lo n g e d  to  the  h u sb a n d s  I  k new  p r e t ty  w e ll.

■ - T h e  f i r s t  a r r i v a l s  fo u n d  L y n d o n  an d  m e  o u t r id in g .  ; We h u r r i e d  h o m e . V-- - 

H e to o k  a  c a r  v e r y  f u l l  a n d  I  to o k  a  s ta t io n  w ag o n  w ith  m y  th r e e  a g e n ts  a iid  - ; 

f c e i r  w iv e s  a n d  th e  P o n t i a s e s a n d  J e s s e  K e lla m  to o k  a  th i r d  c a r .  A nd 

C la r e n c e /  Knetsch c a m e  a lo n g  in  th e  b a c k u p  c a r .  S om ebody  b ro u g h t r e f r e s h m e n t s .  _ ,

: - Lyndon started w ith  h is  g ro u p  to  the  H a r tm a n , a n d  I  to  m y  f a v o r i te

p la c e ,  th e  Sch a r n h o r s t .  /W e  saw  the  b la c k  b u c k  a n te lo p e  b o u n d in g  a lo n g . .

A nd  th e y  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  s ta g e  c o a c h  ro a d  a n d  the  b ig  p in k  o u t-c ro p p in g s i>  ?. 

I to ld  th e m  a b p u t o u r  ’r i y e r  w a lk s . T h e  m o s t  fun  of a l l  w a s  to  h e a r  w h a t th e y  

h a v e  b e e h  d o in g . ' T h e y  h a d  a  v e n iso n  su p p e r  a t  S to n ew a ll w ith  so m e  of the 

p e o p le  s ta t io n e d  th e r e ,  M r s .  K n e tsc h  h a d  h a d  th em  o v e r  f o r  lu n c h  - -  

J e w e ll M a le c h e k  f o r  co ffe e  one d ay . T h e y  ha’d  gone in to  A u s tin  to  do so m e  

sh o p p in g  a n d  s ig h t- s e e in g ,  a n d  the  a g e n ts  s ta t io n e d  th e r e  h a d  a  c o c k ta i l  

p a r ty  f o r  th e m . A nd th e n  th ey  h a d  gone  fo r  a  M ex ican  d in n e r .  A ll o f th e  

a g e n ts  h a v e  b e c o m e  a u th o r i t ie s  on  w h a t is  the  b e s t  M ex ican  fo od̂ . . A nd  th e n  

to  d a n c e .
■- t; t 
> -'■f
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/ V So i t  h a d  b e e n  a  fu l l  w e e k e n d . M o st e s p e c ia l ly ,  th e y  s a id ,  th e y  

h a d  e n jo y e d  s e e in g  the  p eo p le  a n d  the  p la c e s ,  the  w ild  l i f e  a n d  th e  c o u n try s id e ,  

th a t  th e i r  h u sb a n d s  ta lk e d  a b o u t.

- B e s s  h a d  b e e n  so  b u s y  g e ttin g  r e a d y  fo r  d in n e r ,  sh e  c o u ld  n o t go : , 

w ith  u s .  ■ F e e i n g  32 g ra c io i is ly  in  p u r  .d in ing  ro o rn  i s  no  e a s y  m a t t e r .

W e  h a d  a  d r in k  on the  Sch a r h h o r s t  a s  w e t r a v e le d  the  r i v e r  r o a d . -A n d  th en  

w e n t h o m e , p ic k e d  u p  B e s s ,  "and  in  the  l a s t  r a y f s  o f s u n lig h t, ro d e  a ro u n d  

o v e r  th e  M a r t in .:  T h e re  is  a lw a y s  one m o re , th in g *  you  w is h e d  you h a d  

s h o w n  th em  a n d  f o r  m e  i t  w a s  C h a r l ie .

A t 4 :0 0  w hen  th e y  h a d  b eg u n  to  c o m e , L yndon  a n d  I  w e r e  up  a t  

. D a le 's  b a r n  lo o ki ^ g  ;a t  t h e , / ^  h e  i s  re a d y in g  f o r  the, Jo h n so n  C ity  a u c t io n  ^ 

to m o r ro w  - -  .ab o u t 8 f in e  lo o k in g  a n im a ls .  One w a s  ly in g  dow n f la t  

on h is  .s id e , h i s  f e e t  s tu c k  o u t, b e in g  h o s e d  dow n a n d  s c r u b b e d  w ith  so a p  _ . 

b y  t h e  M e y e r  boy.,^  ̂ ;S h a v in g  th e i r  h o o fs  ajid, h o rn s  p o l is h e d  w ith  ■

e m e r y  c lo th s .  A n d  C h a r l ie * ,  th a t r e s p le n d ent a n im a l,  w a s  h a v in g  th e  f in a l  

to u c h e s ; p u t on  w ith  a  c u r ry c o m b  a n d  h a v in g  the  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f h is  t a i l  s h a v e d  i 

and 'th ie  b o tto m  tw b - th i r d s 'c o m b e d  ou t g lo s s y  a n d  b e a u t i fu l  w ith  a s  m u c h  ; 

c a r e  a s  J e a n  L o u is  w o u ld  g iv e  m e  if  I  w e re  h e a d in g  f o r  th e  o p e r a .  I t  

w a s  a  s ig h t  to  s e e l  A nd  C h a r l ie  w a s  a  b e a u ty . I  a s k e d  h is  r e a l  n a m e .

It w e n t r a t h e r  l ik e  a n  a u c t io n e e r s  c h a n t, an d  w en t so m e th in g  lik e  th is :

" L B J  R a n c h -C o lo ra d o -H u s k a -1 2 7 " , e x c e p t th e re  w e re  m o r e  w o rd s  to  i t .

B u t h e  w a s  C h a r l ie  f o r  s h o r t  a n d  b e lo v e d  by  D ale  a n d  C la r e y  an d  D a le 's
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tw o l i t t l e  b o y s  a n d  a l l  the  r a n c h  h a n d s .

■ ' H iw as  u t t e r l y  p la c id  a jid  a m ia b le  a n d  b e h a v e d  ju s t  l ik e  a  b ig  te d d y  ^

b e a r .  B u t it. w a s  d a r k  w h en  w e p a s s e d  th e  b a r n ,  a n d  D ale  h a d  l e f t  C h a r l ie  

eind gone dow n to  th e  R a n c h  h o u s e  to  jo in  u s .  AVe h a d  in v ite d  h im  a n d  

J e w e ll  a n d  th e  W e in h e im e rs  to  d in n e r .  V; : ; .

. So s o m e th in g ;a f te r  6:00 w e r e tu r n e d  to th e  m a in  r a n c h  an d  I  to ld  

s o m e  o f th e  la d ie s  - -  a s  m a jiy  a s  i  c o u ld  g a th e r  a ro u n d  in  th e / l i t t l e  s i t t in g  

. , r o o m " - -  the  s to r y  o f  the co ffee  ta b le  a n d  the  n e e d le -p o in t  a n d  th e  b ig  ^

 ̂ i ; d e e r  h e a d  a n d  m y  c o p p e r  f rb m  .the f le a  m a r k e t .  ; V .

th e n  w e w e n t in , ‘b u ffe t s ty le , ,  to  h e lp  o u r s e lv e s  to  the  b a r b e q u e ^  

r i b s  a n d  a n  e n o rm o u s  bow l of b e a n s  a n d  h o t h o m e m a d e  b r e a d .  ^A nd th e  

d in in g  ro o m  lo o k e d  d e lig h tfu l the! l ig h ts  lo w  a n d  e v en  L y n d o n  a g r e e s  w ith  

i t  now  w ith  h is  essarspferaCed eye tro u b le  he  h a s .  F low ’e r s  w e re  e v e r y w h e re .

- ; A nd  a l l  3 0 -o d d ,o f  u s  s e a te d  c o m fo r ta b ly  enough."

. I .h a d  L em  J o h n s  on m y  l e f t  a n d  J e r r y  K i vet t  on m y  r ig h t  a n d  B e tty  . 

W e in h e im e r , w ho i s  good c o m p a n y  a n d  a d d s  so m a v a r i e ty .  L y n d o n  w a s  ; - 

h o s t  a t  one  tabled' J e s s e  a t  o n e , a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  B e s s .  A nd th e  C la re n c e  

K n e ts c h es a t  a n o th e r .

L y n d o n  h a d  k e p t M a r ie  a n d  M a ry  b u sy  a l l  a f te rn o o n  w ra p p in g  y e t  

a n o th e r  g if t  - -  a n  o a k  t r e e  p ic tu re  o f the  tw o of u s  w h ich  w e b o th  a u to g ra p h e d , 

a  co p y  o f the  " P r e s i d e n t 's  C o u n try " , u n t i l  th e re  w a s  a  l i t t l e  s t a c k  of th r e e  

o r  fo u r  in  g o ld en  r ib b o n s  f o r  e a c h  of the  12 w iv e s . A nd w hen  w e  g o t to

i
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d esse rt, L yndon  w a lk e d  a ro tin d  the ro o m  p a s s in g  th em  o u t - -  a  m o m e n t 

he  a lw a y s  lo v e s .  T h e n  !  s a id  a  few  w o rd s  a b o u t how  h a p p y  w e w e r e  to 

h a v e  th e  w iv e s  o f th e s e  m e n  w ho m e a n t so  m u c h  in  o u r  l iv e s  to  s h a r e  a  

w e e k e n d  w ith  u s .  A nd R u fe Yo u n g b lo o d  a n s w e re d  w ith  a  sw e e t w a rm  s p e e c h . 

A nd  th e n  L y n d o n  ta lk e d , fu l l  of h is  p ithy , h u m o ro u s , s e n t im e n ta l  e x p r e s s io n s .  

I  w o uld  l ik e  to  r e a l l y  know  w h a t e v e r y  one o f  th e s e  m en th in k  a b o u t h im .

H e w a s  fu l l  o f p r a i s e  f o r  th e i r  d e v o tio n  to  t h e i r  job  - -  n o t h im  - -  t h e i r

- g o o d  h u m o r  to w a rd  e v e ry th in g . I t w a s  a  h a p p y  e v en in g , r

' T h e n  w e al l  f i le d  ou t to  the  h a n g a r  to  s e e  m o v ie s . F i r s t  O k ie  to o k  . 

a  p ic tu r e  o f e a c h  a g e n t  a n d  h is  w ife  w ith  L yndon  a n d  m e .' Xr

T o n ig h t is  th e  f i r s t  u s e  of th e  han g a r  in  a  p a r ty  s i tu a t io n . I t  lo o k e d  

n ic e  a n d  w a s  c o m fo r ta b le .  W e  to o k  co ffe e  a n d  p a s s e d  a ro u n d  c a n d y . A nd 

the  Jo h n so n  b ijou  h a s  c e r ta in ly  g ro w n  f ro m  the  6 o r  8 s e a ts  in  the  g u e s t  

h o u s e . . r . ’ ' ' ■ ' ■

W e saw  "A D ay  in  A p r i l " . I  w ill  n e v e r  fo r g e t  th e  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  

a g e n ts  ru n n in g  b e s id e  th e  c a r - m i le  a f t e r  m ile^ in  th a t  8 ,0 0 0  o r  so  fo o t of

a lt i tu d e ,^  a n d  th e  M a n i l a  C o n fe re n c e . I  c an  o n ly  g u e s s  th a t the a m o u n t 

of w o rk  a n d  xtesasqgai s t r a in  th o se  m e n  p o u re d  in to  th a t. A nd a t  th e  " P r e s i d e n t 's  

C o u n try "  w h ich  I  h o p e d  th e y  en jo y ed  - -  op en in g  g a te s  a n d  d a sh in g  f ro m  

h e l ic o p te r  to  b o a t  a n d  a l l .

A l i t t l e  b e fo re  9:00 e v e ry b o d y  s a id  goodbye w ith  p la n s  to  le a v e  

to m o r ro w . A nd I  th in k  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  m a rv e lo u s ly  s u c c e s s fu l  w e ek e n d ,

th a n k s  to  L y n d o n ’ s  g e n e r o u s  th o u g h t s  a n d  B e s s 's  g o o d  m a n a g e m e n t .  ; .
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' - E v e r y ’n ig h t  h e r e  a t  th e  R an c h  fo r  m e  w in d s  up w ith  a  p a r a f f in  b a th s

fo r  th i s  l i t t l e  r id ic u lo u s  a i lm e n t  - - w h e th e r  i t  i s  a r t h r i t i s  o^  t r i g g e r  f in g e r  i
\ : ■ - \y .%

o r" w h a te v e r  - -  on  m y  r ig h t  h a n d . And th en  a  ru b . 'I  s h a l l  e n jo y  th is  h e ig h t  

o f  lu x u ry  u n t i l  th e  c a r r i a g e  tu rn s  in to  a  p um pk in .' ^

■ '"A nd  th e n  th e  r e a l  d e s e r t  o f the  d a y  - -  re a d in g  m y s e l f  to  s le e p .

' R ig h t now  i t  i s '  A lle n  D r u r y 's  ”Capable>lH onor'! - -  a n  e x c e l le n t  b o o k ,

• p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  one w ho h a s  l iv e d  ^ l i f e  th a t  w e  in  W ash in g to n  d o . M o n th s

i f e i  ■■■-ag o  i t  w a s  a  W illia m  F a u lk n e r ,  T ru m a n  ^ a p o te s ^ js r ” In  Cold, B lo o d " ,

a n d1 '1l5iher V o ic e s ,e^s. O th e r  R oom  s'*. L a te r ,  ' a  l ig h t b u t c h a r m in g  book .

" S e p te m b e r  C h ild " . A nd e v e r y  now  a n d  th en  I  p ic k  up H e le n  H a y e s , ."A  

G ift o f J o y '' - -  a n  e sp e c ia lly ;  d e a r  book.

I

> .

i-

'■ ^h em " w i& ^ a  g ro u p  of a m p u te e s  in  the W a lte r  R e e d  A rm y  M e d ic a l 

C e n te r  w ho  h a d  b e e n  w o u n d ed  in  V ie t-N a m , A nd the  p a r ty  w a s  a  n ig h t a t

the W ash in g to n  H ilto n  - -  fo o d  a n d  d r in k  d o n a ted  by  th e  lo c a l  m e r c h a n ts



W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday , D e c e m b e r  4, 1966
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