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""l_It was foggy and prom1s1ng rain. We all looked hopefullY t° the'i

: skxes every mornmg, and ram is everybody s conversatmn._ Luc1 and ST

RN

' Pat had been to a party in Austm at. Jake chkle's the mght before. So

s-‘

they ‘ere sleepmg late and gomg to a later Mass. And 1t was only_»_

: Thevfamﬂy wa named Walter._ He had bullt h1s house m 1846

j"1f any of the reporters had not been to the Ranch they could follow "us home

‘ and he would drwei them around About 7 d1d We pzled them 1nto a L
statron _wagon; ;I-_Ie"showed them the cemetery and the school and the house":'
where he was born And then drove through the Rea.gan and the Mart1n and

_ th'emDa.ntz.' Som ewhere along the wa.y, I left the group and went in and s1gned

P

Lo -' ‘ Lyndo ' "
I could get us in for lunch. - Bess and Jesse and iny?ﬁnand I and Mane and

¥

@ ‘lotsh»of.Chnstmas mats. The p11e is: be1ng reduced But 1t was 3 00 before :

Sl
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M ary a small family. Seldoin do we sit down with only 6 at the table.
[ is aglow with flowers -- Bess's good work. White and

peppermint carnations, yellow and bronze and russet and apricot ;e
chrysanthemums. The prettiest green from our own yard -- pcrfacarpus.
A AN
Bess is so inventive. She has arranged.them all. Dozens of bouquets.
some in’every room. It is all in preparation of what is the big event of '
the day---'having the Secret Service men and their wives over for a, /
. ' been " A
barbeque ‘dinner. It has all ksai Lyndon's idea. And one of those ideas
- Hove Jiim for® He had suggested havmg his detail and mine -- those that
follow us everywhere —'to bring their wives down for the weekend at the
with me on the-plane Friday and returning sometime Monday. = "

mit had been a well'planned,"'happily executed weekend. : I had talked it over”

With-Lein~John a™~A&d asked himjto, get with.Bejj jor_ ai””

ijf*ranzED

" v

mmi
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a Sunday.-;becembé?;;Zi 1966 : Page"3'

Thatwonderfulpalr,Mary and James, ‘made a .tr_'rp to each h_o"use‘l-

Atakin'g :\fioyver_‘ s ‘a‘.r‘l:glw'eandywand_ thin gs for 'hrealgfas t, 'inoliudrng hom emade =

e bread andRanchbaconAnd I hope - Itold her to -- some of ourown Iy =

Mhe.hrst arnvals foun. Lyndon a.nd me»out».ndmg.; We hurr1ed hom'e.,

the1r w1ves and the Ponch.e.s:.s and Jesse KellQn took a thlrd car. g Andv:»

e Knetsch g '
Lol ;:'.Cl re ce /came along in the ba.ckup car.

Somebody brought refre shments

'..plakce:",‘lthe“Sharnhorst. We saw the black buck antelope boundmg along. o P

o have"been domg.

3 They ha.d a vemson supper at Stonewall w1th some of the

-t

».vneople statmned there. Mrs._ Knet.:ch had had them over for lunch —-'. S

‘ Jewel t\/[alechek for. cottee one day They had gone rnto Austm to do some
hopplng and szght—seemg,‘ and the.agents statloned there hada cocktall‘ o
/\ ‘ o party for them. And then they had gone for a Mexican dmner. ' All of the -
“-v ~ agents have becorne‘ anthor_itiesion ‘w.h.a.t is the‘be'st_ Menican foqi.'-"A'nd then. L ,

to dance.
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' Stinday, De‘cembé'xf_'4, 1966 ot Pages

_’here is always one ‘more th1ng- you mshed you had

" shown'fhem and for me it -was"'—_Cha.rlie'.'

At 4 00 when they had.begun to come. ' Lyndon and I were up ‘at’

‘Dale ‘s arn ‘looking at the"bulls‘ he is- readymg for the Johnson C1ty auctmn‘: o

‘care’ as Jean Lou1s would gwe me 1f I were headmg for the opera. _It'.i,':::.f

was‘afsight to see\. . And Charhe was a beauty. I.asked his "real naxne. i
P B’went rather 11ke an auctloneers chant, and went someth:mg 11ke th1s~-
"LBJ Ranch Colorado-Huska-—127“ except there were more words to it .

: But he was Charhe for short and beloved by Dale and Clarey and Dale s ‘

. "“..133 4 :..,,._::..-.:«—, o T
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' two 11tt1e boys and all the ranch hands.

;l-kwas utterly plac:.d and am1ab1e and behaved Just l1ke a b1g teddy

hea 'But it wa dark when we passed the barn, a.nd Dale had 1eft Cha.rhe |

and gone down to the Ranch'-house to Jom us._ We had mV1ted h1m and o

I ?’Jewel 'and _the, 'Welnhelm‘e;_s: F{O"‘d‘mnevr. SR

ing’ 'ft'er“s-'bo‘we ,remaéaf to "t‘h'é-‘"main ranc‘h" and 1 told :' .

dmzng room looked dehghtful

,,,,,

- ;1" now Wlth h1s Weye trouble he has. Flowers were everywhere.

L L And all 30 odd of us seated comfortably enough. 3: >

: I“ had Lem_ Johns on my. left a.nd .Jerry Kev&tt on my nght and Betty

Wemhe:.mer, who is good:company and adds s-e-mcvanety. Lyndon was

. host at,‘one. table""'_?',Tesse':a.t_one, 'ac_compamed b_y _3ess. ‘ And the Clarence |

e s snon,
i Lyndon had kept Mar1e and Mary busy all Iaft'ern»oon wrappln‘g.r yet '

‘another g1ft ---a.n oak tree p1cture of the two of us wh1ch we both autographed

- a copy of the ”‘r"resident‘s 'Country”, until there was a littl.e.staok of three

or four'in golden ribbons for each of the‘_lz wives. And-when we g*otv to

- the 11ghts low and even Lyndon agree 8 th".g;

2
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‘ desert, Ly'ndon walked around the room passmg them out --2a moment B

' he'always loves. Then I sa1d a few words about how ha.ppy' we were to

have the w1.ves of these men who meant so much in our hves to share a -

- weekend with u And Ruf’foungblood answered w1th a sweet warm speech. |

| ‘And then Lyndon talked, full of h1s p1 y, humorous, sent1mental expresmons

- I would 11ke to really know”what every one of these men thmk a.bout h1m. |

He'Was'full ‘of,prawe\for,the:r deyotmn to..therr._gob. -

: pﬁ_.'-'good‘humor toward everythlng It.':was “a"happyf'vevejmn:gﬁ.‘

»,Then we a.ll f11ed out to the hangar to see mov1es , Frrst Okle'took i

"?:a p1cture of each agent and h1s W1fe w1th LyndOn and me. 5

Tomght 1s the f1rst use of the hangar ina party S1tuat1on. _ It looked

' : ’mce and was comfortable. _ We took coffee and passed arOund candy "{And

” N the Johnson whas certamly grown from the 6 or 8 seats in the guest
.-hous_e. Tl e ; |
| We saw ".A Day m Apnl" e I w111never forget the*S.ecret’:Serwcez";.
7 3 L.‘['a‘gents .runnmg be51de the car’mﬂe‘after m11e'rn that 8 000 or so foot of

_altxtude, an.d the Mamlla Conference. : I can only guess that the amount

'of work and xxnm:grhstramthose men poured into that. And at.the "Presrdent'
. | Country" 'wh1ch 1 hoped they enJoyed ;-- openmg gates and dashmg from - .
'hehcopter to boat and all :
’% C ; ‘" A l1ttle before 9 00 everybody sa1d‘-goodbye w1th plans to lea.ve
- vltomorrow._ And I thmk 1t ha.s been a marveously successful weekend _' - ;

-thanks to Lyndon‘s generous thoughts and Bess s good management. o

o ———— e 4 s ML"P":“" dibtiaid oy
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1

- Every’night here at the Ranch for me winds up with a paraffin bath
for this little ridiculous ailment -- whether it is arthritis o” trigger finger i

Lo o %
or"whatever -- on my right hand. And then a rub. 'l shall enjoy this height

of luxury until the carriage turns into a pumpkin.' A
m'""And then the real desert of the day -- reading myself to sleep.
Right now it is' Allen Drury's ”"Capable>IHonor' -- an excellent book,
* particularly for one who has lived *life that we in Washington do. Months
. if.e if - .
ago it was a William Faulkner, Truman “apotes”jsr’In Cold, Blood",
andl '115iher Voiced, Other Room s'*. Later,'a light but charming book.

"September Child". And every now and then I pick up Helen Hayes, ."A

Gift of Joy" -- an especially; dear book.

I
'm"hem" wi&” a group of amputees in the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center who had been wounded in Viet-Nam, And the party was a night at

the Washington Hilton -- food and drink donated by the local merchants
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