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// W ednesday, D ecem ber 7th, that date that hurj le s  out at you with  

sa lt  in  your eye .and your m em ory  w henever you see  it  on a date book or 

ca len d ar.

I wa.3 up ea r ly , but not in tim e for John B en  who ro se  at 6:00 

and w ent for  a w alk  along the r iv er . About 9:00 he and Lyndon and Don 

Thom as and, I rode around the proposed  park carrying U dall's p lans w hich  

'. c a lls  for an adm in istra tio n  building to house d ioram as - -  the geo logy .an d  

w ild  l ife , the h is to r y  of the a rea , and nature tra ils , and fie ld  of the w ild  

V flo w ers of the a rea . And we are a ll groping for som e w ay to show t h e ' 

w ild  life  of the reg ion  -T w hite ta il d eer , the arm ad illo , the jack  rabbit s , 

the skunks, and w ild  turkey. ■ ■ v i y  :

i We- talked to John B en ab out our plans to leave  the Ranch house i 

and the gu est h ou ses - -  the w hole com plex, including the c e m ete ry  and 

the b ir thplace house . - -  to the G overnm ent for a National P ark  w hen the la s t  

one of us d ie s . - But until then, and w ithin the next two y ea rs  perhaps, our 

paMbu problem  is  f ir s t  to get over the hurdle of fim pish ing acquiring the land  

a c r o s s  the r iv e r  and then developing it  in a way that show s the reg ion  rpost 

: a ttra ctiv e ly  and wovdd in te r e st  m ore people. :

John B en Shepherd has becom e "Mr. Parks and R ecrea tion " in  the 

la s t  few  y e a r s , heading up John C onnally's drive to get a ll  the in terestin g , . 

h isto r ic a l s ite s  lis te d  in the T exas County H isto r ica l Survey A sso c ia tio n , 

w orking with tourism  and restora tion s and m useum s, and now the Head of 

the T exas F ine A rts C om m ission . -I
a
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jBJinging this Park into being^Tfas-proved tQ-.berarV«ry^^

 ̂ a? complft la ck  of jinderstandmg^ that the P ark  w ill be a his to r ic a l and

econom ic a s s et ̂ tot he State of Texas in  tim e to com e. And that the people

who a r e  con tr ib u tin g  to it  "Simply 1)elieving in their State' s future and'
I:';- ■■

preserving^ s o m ething fbr"^tHeir ch ild ren 's  ch ildren  to enjoy.

-Sr' The old LBJ Ranch house as a National Park  a fter  we are  dead  

would be a  so rry  sigh t w ith a neck lace o f  b eer joints and curio shops strung  

up and down the r iv e r  right a c r o s s  from  it. A n d  I b e liev e  those that com e

- - a fter  .us will both c r e d it  u s with forethought and good planning in m aking th is  

__Park. .But it  h as b e e n ^  headach e. .............J

L yndon thinks it would be a good idea for'Tihe P a r k  boar d^crTequest

the G overnor to appoint som eone to handle the fund of com pleting la n d” : 

p u rch ase and for developm ent. - John B en  would be a  natural b ecau se  of 

: _his;^work in  the fie ld . "The Park board thinks w e ll of the idea arid so -d oes  

the G overnor. So that is  what th is v is i t  is  about - -  to explain  what we have  

h ere  arid what we hope to  do with it ,  to d iscu ss  John B en 's taking o v er  the

job.- ■■ - V

tim e-co n su m in g  project^£o? th T exas Parks and Wild L ife  A sso c ia tio n  - -  i

Wil l  Odom and" Jim m y  D illin ger and A. W. -- the h o stile , su sp ic io u s p r e s s ,  ^

From  the P ark  we went in to Johnson City and drove past the C ourthouse ;

and Lynda B ird 's stree t tr ees  and the,bank and Lyndon's boyhood hom e and 

the F ort. And I told about M rs. B yb ee's exploration of the F ort w ith m e

■ i .
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a lo n g  with the U n iversity  o f T exas resea rch  m an.

John Ben w as v e r y .m intrigued . And then back to the'm ain  

h o u se . ; We show ed hirn the Reagan and the M artin and the D a n z . And ■

then I  le ft  them  fo r aw hile to ride around with M r .  Carter. I talked to him

- about getting som e clum ps of sum ac to plant along the runway, som e  

fa st-g ro w in g  tr e e s  to screen  that n e c e s sa r y  ev il - -  our dump. He i s  

rep lacin g  the lagustrom  in the l i t t le  Johnson City P ark  today.- And I ; - 

, a sk ed  him to be sure and  m ove the crep e myrtle^ perhaps, to the E a st - 

 ̂ ^ - e where.itlie litt le  c e m ent dance area  w as put in .

■ ■ It islquitfr sad o n  the runway to find a sca ttered  two or three sum ac

and red  bud and p arad ise bush that w ere planted la st  fall, out of the dozen s

planted. But then of. co u rse  they had no care - -  v ir tu a lly  none.

r̂ At 12:00 I h e licop tered  into Camp Mabry  and stopped by Shank's

_____and s e le c ted ̂  tables for L uci's apartm ent. J e sse  has

.... been tr y ing to give  p resen t sin ce August 6 t h . H e  wants i t  to

_ _ be f u r n i t u r e ^ v l ^ ' ^  '

The S ecret S erv ice had picked us up som e fr ied  ch icken  in  a box.

W e a rr iv ed  at L u ci’s apartm ent arm ed  w ith four boxes of d e lic io u s ch ick en

p reced ed  by H elen  who w as lov in g ly  donating a few  hours of cleanup. And

M r. K lein, who w as fin ish ing hanging som e p ictu res. Pat and L uci and

fried'
M r. K lein  and I sa t down to m y favorite  m ea l o f  ch icken . P at

fir m ly  in s is te d  on paying m e back for it. A v e ry  n ice m anly fee lin g  I thought, 

and I took h is m oney w ith approval.
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M r. Pike cam e out w ith the tables and p ictu res of o th ers w e could  

order." They fit  w e ll and look  fin e . So J e s s e 's  wedding present  is  decided ' -

on. A nd we m oved other furniture around. He showed us p ic tu res  o f two 

s m a l l  day beds for h er  gu est room . She w ill s e le c t  the fa b r ic s  in  h e r  own

- g o o d ^ itiim es^ -.

L ater inthe afternoon I  went to the F ed era l building to Lyndon's la rg e  

and handsom e office which had been furn ished  com p lete ly  without in sig h t into  

h is  taste in  a so r t of m odern, o rien ta l m anner. But it  i s  a G oliath of a  job 

to change it .  And the su ite i s  com fortab le and the v iew  beautifu l. V So I hope 

we w il l  ju st give it  som e fee lin g  of o u rse lv e s  - -  with paintings and books and 

m e m o r a b il ia . - T his w as the f ir s t  in sta llm en t - - s ix  pain tings. J H appily they  

fitted  lik e  a glove in a hand. G eorge C a le b  B ingham 's county e le c tio n  in  

h is  o ffice over the sofa; d elicate M alaysian g ir ls  playing the exotic  m u sic a l > 

in stru m en ts in the dining room  above the side board; the picture which the 

- la s t  astron au ts had given us - -  a great s lic e  of the co a stlin e  including T ex a s  

and our own Ranch a s  a m ere  fly  sp eck.- The p icture had been  taken from  

L ord knows how high up in sp ace . We had it  hung w here everybody could  

s e e  it . And ev ery  thing w as just great, in the haphazard fash ion  that we 

acqu ire th ings. It is  certa in ly  happenstance that anything ev er  finds a spot 

w h ere it 's  a t hom e and needed! So I had that h ou sew ifely  fee lin g  that I 

w as m anaging w e ll.
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I le ft  the F ed era l Building fee lin g  v ery  sm ug and sa tis fie d , only  

t o  be co m p le te ly  fru stra ted  in the next hour when I w ent to five  e le c tr ic  

s to r e s  looking for a sim p le item  - -  a pinup lam p, p ossib ly  b u lle t lam p - -  

to  p u t above the beds in the tra ile r . ^

 ̂ has b een  a long tim e s in ce  I have follow ed m y ca r e er  of purchasing

a g en t fo r  the Ranch. I have m o stly  turned it  over these la s t  y e a rs  f ir s t  to ,

^  a >  ^ " ► ' " ^• - L o u ise  K ella m and then to Weaze D eathe. Now I have, m ore r e sp e c t  for the'. ' 

d ifficu ltie s  they encountered in  trying to get the s im p lest th in gs, it  is  good: 

to try  to do the other f e l lo w 's  job ev ery  now and then. ¥

. , - On the fifth  try we  a, h a lf-sa tis fy in g  a m  v ers io n  of what I w as '

search in g  fo r  i,;TAnd I le f t ,in  via  h elicop ter  for the Ranch, a rr iv in g

at 6:00, hungry tO; see  the country and Lyndon. There w as only a glow le ft

in  th^ sky. - .

-  ' rV:The^ ta lking m achine told  m e that he w as down a t the c em ete ry  

riding w i th  Senator D o rsey  Hardeman and Lt. Governor Smith and M arvin ,

and  Jak e . I jo ined  them , a  around the D a n z  and the M artin, , • . --

having a drink and talking -with D orsey  Hardeman about m y trip  to the B ig  Bend f 

country, about T exas Parks in gen era l. He is  strong for  them . About the 

one a c r o s s  the R iver in p articu lar. Both he and Lt. G overnor Smith approved  

of the idea of John Ben handling the fund and the development^ : We talked ^

about a l l  the ch aracters in T exas p o litic s , and John G arner to w hose 98th  

birthday D orsey  had been . . And Tom Connally on down to today.

............... .......... " ■■ ' ' "  ..................... ..... ' •..........  • • .--------- --̂------------------------------------------------------------------------- .-^"i;ittiri«nrTiliritii« 'i> ilw i^
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D o rsey  is  a rare ch aracter , an unabashed co n serv a tiv e , outspoken, 

tough a s  n a ils  Somehow,' quite stran gely , he has alw ays lik ed  u s through  

ups and  downs and in sp ite of frequent d ifferen ces in our p o litica l p h ilo so p h ies.

■ We a re  s e ld o m  around him  and we owe him m uch. I could s e e  Lyndon saying  

/  "thank you” without putting it  into w ords for y ears of fr ien dsh ip . In fact  

th is  period  h ere th is fa ll ;has seen  a good deal of that, to groups, to - 

in d iv id u als, ju st a s  though he wanted to u se  h is  tim e w e ll to e x p r e ss  h is  

love in  c a se  there w asn 't a ll  the tim e in  the w orld . And to M ary and'

1: .. Jam es -and t h e  S ecret S erv ice and a n y  number o f old fr i - -  to h eap .,
'  ,  1 

them ^with m em en tos, the " P resid en t's  Country” . - D orsey  p lea sed  m e

v e ry  m uc h by ca llin g  it a c o lle c to r s  item  with our autographs an d  the oa k -tree

p ictu re and som e other things.

j  dinner - -  Luci and Pat and M arvin and Jake and M arie

and M ary and A shton. - A v ery  country dinner of liv er  and ham and cornbread  ;

and b u tterm ilk  and vegetab les  from  the Ranch. We saw  m o v ie s  of our , ;

A u stra lian  trip , including D orsey 's  good friend. A m bassador Edward C lark. .

" : : We sa id  goodnight at a fa ir ly  ea r ly  hour, and I bolted  m y se lf  to a 

chair in  the den and autographed a ll of the rem ain ing books o f the "Living  

W hite H ou se" for  C hristm as p resen ts , r isin g  w ith the r e lie v e d  fee lin g  that 

m y C h ristm a s w ork w as a lm o st done - -  at le a s t  for those people that cam e  

in  groups. T here w ere s t i l l  a lo t of sp ec ia l on es. • |
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' days a re  p leasant h ere . The country is  in a picky m ood,

and the p r e ss  quick to be ugly. They told of the new s of Sunday that 

we had d riven  too fa s t  going to church. And today there w as a b ig  

s to r y  on the front page of the ''Star" - -  a very  im portant headline:

" H e  Was A lw ays B o ssy , S ister  Says Of Johnson. " And s om e co lu m n ist  

looked  at B a rry  Goldwater a s  being E l M orroco, looking ruddy and 

vigorou s and chipper and happy. "He looks like he won̂ t̂̂  

som ebody rem arked . ; And the inevitab le som ebody e ls e  sa id , "The 

' w ay things have been  going for LBJ, m aybe he did.-'' A s e r ie s  o f , ' /  

sm a ll p in p rick s. O ne's job is  to concentrate on the work at hand and 

not le t  en ergy  be d im in ished  by annoyance. ^  '


