
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

•M onday, D e c e m b e r  12, 1966 ' P ag e  1

M onday, D ece m b e r 12th, efj^upted in to  a c tio n  a f te r  the c a v e - lik e  

q u ie tn e s s  of S a tu rd a y  and  Sunday.

L yndon w e a r ly  and  a t  w o rk , and  I  sp en t the m o rn in g  s ig n in g

C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n ts  - -  'A sian  p ic tu re s ,  o ld  W hite H ouse p r in ts .:  B y m id -

-m
-i-

m o rn in g  L iz  an d  N ash  C a s tro  arid M r. W est and  M r. Tolson  who h a s  tak en

o v e r  a  p h a se  of N ash 's  job w ith  the N atio n al P a r k  Ser v ice  a s  o v e r s e e r  

a t  the W hite H o u s e / 'm e t  in  the W est H all o v e r c o ffe e  to  ta lk  ab o u t the s a le s  

of "T h e  L iv ing  W hite H o u s e " '- -  how w e re  they doing ? - I  am  concerned . - 

b e c a u se  the s a le  of th e ' '.'Guide Book" haver b een  going,dow n in  '6 6 ,  an d  so  • . 

h ave th e  v i s i to r s  to th e  W hite H ouse. I  h ad  a  coun t done on the  num b e r  of 

day s  - -  v i s i t o r  d ay s  - -  th a t i t  w as c lo se d  b e cau se  of c e re m o n ie s  in  the -

E a s t  R oom , P r e s s  C o n fe re n c e s ; S tate lu n ch eo n s. T hey  h ad  g row n . This 

house  i s  n o t just a mu se u m . : I t  m u st, s e rv e  its  p u rp o se s  a s  bo th  th e  h o m e an d  . i  , f

the w ork ing  c e n te r  o f the P r e s id e n t  of the U nited  S ta te s . B ut I  c a n 't  h e lp   

b u t f e e l  s a d  ab o u t fa m ilie s  who p la n  th e ir  vacations,; com ing  fro m  .Idaho 

a n d  V e rm o n t an d  F lo r id a ,;  an d  get h e re  only  to find th a t i t  i s  c lo se d  th a t  

day  to  v i s i to r s .  A ll  the s te p s  we can  ta k e / sch ed u lin g  c o o p e ra tion w ith  the 

W e s t  W ing, g e ttin g  a  te n t th a t w ill m ak e  the R o se  G ard en  m o re  u s e fu l fo r  

c e re m o n ie s  n ex t S p ring  and  S u m m er - -  a l l  of those  have b een  tak en . I  hope 

th a t the  "L iv ing  W hite H ouse" .fcOraise the sa le  of o u r books. I  am  p ro u d  

of i t .  I  fe e l  too th a t I  have h ad  so m eth ing  to do w ith  b r inging i t  in to  b e in g , 

an d  v e ry  m u ch  w h e th e r  we g e t those  d ra p e s  in  the S tate D ining Room  and- 

in  the g r e a t  h a l l  a n d  m aybe _a  f e w  m o re  w o rk s  of a r t .   ̂T hose  depend  on the
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■•a. : ■
s a le s  of the books fro m  the W hite House /H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n . So we had  th is  

m e e tin g . T h ey  h a d  gone on s a le  on N ovem ber 28th - -  the b ack lo g  of o r d e r s  

of 4 ,0 0 0 . ; The s a le s  h ad  b een  b r i s k  s in ce  then . We thought of o th e r  w ays 

; to m ak e  .them m o re  a  p a r t  of. C h r is tm a s  g iv in g .,, A s p e c ia l  tab le  w ith  ,

C h r is tm a s  d e c o ra tio n s  on i t  w ith  a  han d so m e package  of books ab o u t the 

W h ite  H o u se ,;  iT he."G uide B ook", " T he P r e s id e n ts " ,  " T h e  L iv in g  W hite 

H o u se" ,  the books to be  so ld  a t  a  k io sk  in  the E ll ip s e  on .the w ay to w h e re  

' the c ro w d s  go for. the C h r is tm a s  pagean t.,,. L ynda cou ld  m ak e  h e r  p u rc h a s e s  

 ̂th e re . E v e ry b o d y  h ad  id e a s .  N ash , so  abundan tly . And w e en d ed  w ith  ’

. „a fe e lin g  th a t  w e 'v e  g o tten  so m eth ing  done. ' . .

-‘-I l un c h e d  a lo n e  a t  m y  d.esk.; A lw ays w hen I r e tu r n  fro m  the R an ch  

I g o 'o n  a  b la c k  co ffee fo r  b re a k fa s t ,  s c ra m b le d  eggs and h a lf  p ie c e  of to a s t  

an d  h a lf  p iece  o f baco n  fo r  lunch^. a nd  s te a k  fo r  d in n er - -  d ie t. M y s tre n g th -  . - 

' of w ill l a s t s  ab o u t th re e  d ay s . A nd th a t m u ch  h e lp s .

I 'h a d  a  m ee tin g  w ith  J im  K etchum  ab o u t so m e   

of the  f u rn i tu r e  affa i r s  of the  h o u se , d ic ta te d  ̂ and w en t bow ling . A nd th e n  ?

d o w n s ta irs  fo r  a  p rev iew  of the C h r is tm a s  d e c o ra tio n s . Th a t  w as  when 

m y  h e a r t  beg an  to  s ing . T hey  w e re  so  b e a u tifu l! I  hope I  h av e  the  g ra c e  

to  know th a t e v e ry  day  I spend  h e re  i s  a  p r iv ile g e . A nd n e v e r  m o re  so than  

a t  C h r is tm a s .

T he C h r is tm a s -  t r e e  w as a  d re a m  of toy s o ld ie rs  an d  d ru m s  an d  ■

co o k ie s  an d  s tr in g s  of r e a l  p o p co rn  - -  so c o lo rfu l and  old fa sh io n e d  a n d  I
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A nd e v e ry w h e re  the w oodland sm e ll  of b a lsa m  o r  sp ru c e  o r  f i r .

A nd the  b r ig h te s t  h o lly  on the m a n te ls  and  m is tle to e  fro m  T e x a s  hanging  

fro m  th e  l ig h t f ix tu re s ,  I  w as s t i l l  in  love w ith  M rs . H o w ard 's  c re c h e —- 

nosteilg ic fo r  i t .  B ut th is  one w hich  Jan e  E n g le h a rd  h ad  so g e n e ro u s ly  ' 

p ro v id e d  a n d  M rs . P a rr i s h  h ad  pu t to g e th e r  h ad  v e ry  w ise ly  gone q u ite  , ,  : 

the o th e r  w ay . It w as c o n te m p o ra ry  - -  gold  fa b r ic  and  p a p ie r -m a c h e ■ 

a g a in s t  a  b ack g ro u n d  of tw igs an d  tiny  sp a rk lin g  lig h ts  - -  b e au tifu l in  

i ts  own w ay. , •

So I  w en t b a c k  u p s ta i r s  s in g in g . Je a n  L ou is cam e fo r  m y  c o m b -o u t. ' 

A nd I pu t on m y  b r ig h te s t  d r e s s  - -  the new p ink  one w ith  the  beads^a 'round  th e  

n e c k  fo r  the p a r ty  th a t w as the r e a l  beg inn ing  of the C h r is tm a s  s e a so n  - -  

fo r  the p r e s s  w om en  o f W ashing ton . '

'• T h e re  w as a  b u ffe t su p p e r  fo r  the 611 w om en of the A m e ric a n  

N ew sp ap e r W o m en s C lub, the W om ens N atio n al P r e s s  C lub, a n d  A m e ric a n  

W o m en  in  R ad io  an d  T e le v is io n  and  a l l  of th e ir  h o n o ra ry  m e m b e rs ,  I ‘ 4^^

'F i r s t ,  I  p o se d  w ith  the P re s id e n ts  of th e se  th re e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  

f ro n t of the C h r is tm a s  t r e e ,  g iving to each  of them  a  copy of "T he L iv ing

W h ite H o u se" , L iz  i s  not one to o v e rlo o k  a  chance lik e  th is  to  m ak e  

the book  know n to a  lo t of peo p le ; ,

: L ynda cam e in  looking  a b so lu te ly  glow ing in  a  d e e p e r  p ink  than  

m in e  - -  t e r r ib ly  s m a r t  - -  h e r  d im p le s  f la sh in g  and  sa id , " I  ju s t  w an ted  to 

sail show  you I  am  not on T r e a s u re  Is lan d , o r  w h e re v e r  i t  is ,  a n d  I  am  

n o t m a r r i e d . " ■ ..  ̂ "■ ' '  ' - • . ■ —-——
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-  T h e re  h ad  been, a  s to ry  in  the p a p e r  I th in k  the day  b e fo re  th a t

#

she an d  G eo rg e  h ad  m a r r i e d  an d  w e re  honeym ooning  on T r e a s u re  Is lan d , y

- I s to o d  in  line: and  m e t ev e ry b o d y  and  f e l t  t e r r ib ly  gay  ajid  C h r is tm a s y  - 

' the w hole tim e ... T h e re  w e re  the r e g u la r s  like  B e tty  B ea le  an d  N ancy 

D ic k e rso n  an d  M u rie l D obbin and  K aren  Klin e fe l te r  and  liv e ly  W auhillau  . . 

L a H a y .  v Of c o u rse  the "tw ins" F ra n c e s  Lewine and  H elen  T h o m a s . A nd : 'a .:

H az e l M ark e l l . And sw ee t D oro thy  M cC ard le  and. W inzola M cL endon . ^

A nd J o e l R ip ley  whom  I  a d m ire  so  m u ch . And Nan R o b e r tso n  w ho does 

som e of the b e s t  w ritin g  I th ink , and  I s a b e l le  She lto n .

- A nd th e re  w e re  som e n e w c o m e rs  to the fie ld  - -  I m e l d a  D ickson ,

. ' S co tty  L an a h a n . - ^ - ~ ' - . .

fieijd W ashing ton  i s  w ith  th a t k ind of ch a tty  s o c ia l  co lu m n /

. ," .; ^And arnong the h o n orary  m e m b e r s  , - th er e .w e r e  two gramdapeac '

■ ' • g ra n d a m s  of th e  town, M rs . R o b e r t Low B acon and  M rs . R o b e r t  W oods

B l i s s .  How m an y  A d m in is tra t io n s  ? How m uch  W ashington h is to r y  have . > 

they  se 'en ?  T h e re  w e re  a  good m an y  w om en in  G o v ern m en t am ong  the 

h o n o ra ry  m e m b e rs ::- -  E va A d am s, D ire c to r  of the M int; M rs . C a ro l  B r e w s te r ,  

the S e n a to r’s w ife , looking  v e ry  lo v e ly ; D r. F ra n c e s  K e lse y  of the F o o d  an d  

D rug  A d m in is tra tio n ; K atie  L ouchheim  of the S tate D ep a rtm en t; E s th e r  

P e te r s o n ;  a n d  Nona Q u a r le s ,  w hose h u sband  u se d  to be S e c r e ta ry  of the

N avy I b e lie v e , and  who now is  P u b lic  R e la tio n s  O ffic e r  a t  D u lles  A irp o r t .
• . about w id ow s ;

She is  a lw a y s  so  n ic e . And se e in g  h e r  m a k es a b e ll to ll  in  m y  m in d  /  and /

w h a t b e co m es  of them  - -  e s p e c ia lly  in  th is  town. A nd D r. E lle n  W inston f.
.........
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of HEW . A nd K ay G rah am  and  K ay H a lle  cam e in  to g e th e r  cau s in g  . 

m e  to  t r ip  o v e r  th e ir  n am es^  .'And th e re  w as L y n d a 's  b o s s , C h r is t in e  

• S a d le r  Coe w ith  w arm  w o rd s  ab o u t L ynda w hich  I  e a rn e s t ly  b e liev e  

a r e  s in c e re  an d  m ad e  m e  v e r y  happy .

A nd of c o u rs e  th e r e  w e re  p len ty  of o ld - t im e r s .  T h e y  h av e  tim e : 

to c o m e  to  so m e th in g  lik e  th is ^ .. I_tpO  sh a ll  som e day  be in  th e ir  r a n k s ,

There;-w as B e s s  F u r m an  A rm s tro n g , who h as  b een  w ritin g  ab o u t the •

’ '  
W hite H ouse  fo r  a t  l e a s t  th re e  d e c a d e s , an d  Carrie D avis, an  h o n o ra ry

m e m b e r . A nd M ae T hom pson  E v an s fro m  the R o o sev e lt d a y s . And

D o r is  F le e s o n  w hom  I  c a n 't  h e lp  lik in g  m  sp ite  of a  f a i r ly  f r e q u e n t - ' - •

slic ing , up . And d e a r  E s th e r  F r e a r , I  was d e lig h ted  to see  h e r  am ong -

the a s s o c ia te  m e m b e r s .  A nd  Is a b e lle  G riff in  who is  c e r ta in ly  a n  o ld - t im e r  •

to  m e » ^ I  m e t h e r  in  the 30 's  a t  M ild re d  D ouglas ' house-. A nd R o se  M cKee

who u s e d  to c o v e r  Lyndon on the H ill. And Hope R id in g s  M ille r  of

D ip lom at - -  one of the S p e a k e r 's  "g i r l  f r ie n d s " .  A nd E s th e r  Van Waggoner Tufty,

w hom  I  h a d  m e t  a t  L iz 's w eddin g. And M ay  C ra ig , a lm o s t  the  dean  of them  all.

- 1 h a d  a  ch an ce  to te l l  p re tty , l iv e ly  Bonnie Angelo  how m uch  I  l ik e d  the 

l i t t l e  v e r s e  she h ad  s e n t m e  a long  w ith  the C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n t  o f a  h o lly -  

t r im m e d  d o o rm a t. . I t  w as a  m ontage of our t r ip s  of the l a s t  y e a r  a n d  

ended  up, "W e lik e  th is  be a t” . And a l l  in  a l l  I  lik ed  th is  c ro w d . I find  

I  know so m a n y  of them  an d  b y ,an d  la rg e  I ’ve go tten  b e t te r  f ro m  them  

than  I d e s e rv e . And I  find  them  v e ry  in te re s t in g  com pany .
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So i t  w as a  gay, happy  p a r ty , and  the  C h r is tm a s  s p i r i t  w as  in  the

a i r .

The m o s t d e lig h tfu l th ing  of a l l  w as the 60 m e m b e rs  o f the A m e r ic a n

L ig h t O p era  C om pany d r e s s e d  in  th e ir  c h o ir  ro b e s  sing ing  C h r is tm a s  

c a ro ls  fro m  the  s ta i r s .

<Lyndon came in and  sp e n t 10 o r  15 m in u te s  x k x  g re e tin g  an d  S m iling

a n d  w alki n g  a r o u n d .  We had o u r p ic tu re  m ad e  w ith  the s in g e r s .  S o m etim e  

d u rin g  the even ing  they  gave m e a  C h r is tm a s  p re s e n t  - - a  p a p e rw e ig h t— ; .

r e c ta n g u la r  block, of c le a r  p la s tic  in  w hich w as im b ed d ed  a c tu a l  le a d  type 

w ith  fce jm  " T o  M r s .  L y n d o n  B .  J o h n so n  - B .A . , B . J .  -  Y o u 're

Our T y p e" ,  p lu s  t t ^  the Club name and the d a te . T h is  f ro m  the W om ens N a tio n a l

P r e s s  C lub. I w as d e lig h ted .

' fro m  b e a u tif ic a tio n  too - -  P o lly

Logan an d  M rs . R o se  Z a lle s . : .

’ >^’H ta b le s  w e re  s p re a d  in  the S ta te  D ining R oom  -

and^the E a s t  R oo m /'.an d  d r in k s  w e re  p a s se d . It w as one of th o se  p a r t ie s  

w h e re  e v e ry b o d y  se e m e d  to have" the s p i r i t  you w an ted  to c r e a te  - -  la u g h te r ,  

g a ie ty , C h r is tm a s .  ■

E lo is e  cam e in  w ith  Lyndon, and  of c o u rse  im m e d ia te ly  found lo ts  o f 

peop le  who w e re  h e r  f r ie n d s . She is  v e ry  p o p u la r.

I t  w as  8:45 b e fo re  I  w en t u p s ta i r s  and  jo in ed  Lyndon a n d  E lo is e  fo r 

d in n e r . W ork  an d  a c t iv i ty  - -  o u r  n a tu ra l  m ilie u  - -  h a s  en d ed  th e  g ra y  m ood
•: f.

i— lii iM
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of the w eek en d , a t  le a s t  fo r  now . And I w as b ask in g  in  th a t h appy  fee lin g  

th a t e v e ry  w om an  h a s  who th inks she h a s  ju s t  f in ish e d  a  good p a r ty .

l< a te r I ;w en t down to the d o c to r 's  office to t ry  the  w ax b a th  fo r  . 

m y  r ig h t  h and . I t  w ould be too lau g h ab le  to  have to give up  a t  ju s t  54 

the rh e u m a tis m  a r t h r i t i s ,  too un like  ev e ry th in g  I 'v e  thought of m y se lf  

a s  b e in g . - A nd then  a  m a ss a g e  and  to  s le e p . ;

................ ........ .................X.-------- ' ' ' ' ---- ■■■


