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“ It w as a fu ll, v iv id , exciting  day at the White H ouse. We w ere  

up ea r ly  and I h e ld ;m y se lf r e so lu te ly  to m y desk  signing C h ristm as piclxures. 

Som e tim e during the m orning I becam e aware snow w as fa llin g . - It is; the - 

m o st m agic exp er ien ce . I love it . I sh a ll know I am r e a lly  getting old V 

when m y h eart doesn 't beat a litt le  fa ste r  and a sm ile  naturally  b reak  

w hen i t  s ta r ts  snowing! Soon the m agnolia tr e e s  right outside m y window : 

w ere  h eavy with the white burden, and the whole South Lawn w as blanketed. 

The sky w as gray - -  it looked as though it  would never stop. And I w ondered  

what th is  would do to our party tonight. W ell, it  did it . '

• I handled a good deal o f  b u s in e ss . I talked to L ee White about a 

.speech  i^ Dillon  R ip ley  about a painting offered  to the White H ouse, and to 

John W alker about a bust that so m eone w ish es  to give u s. To M argery and 

J e s se  K ellam  concern ing som ething v e r y  im portant to m e - - a p resen t  

for  B eth 's  w ed d in g . N o , she d oesn 't have a ll her s ilv e r , M argery said .

So it  w ill  be p lace settin gs w ith h er  in itia ls  and ours on the back . Then 

to Roy White about the ch erry  tr e e s  that M ary L asker is  going to g ive m e 

for m y b irthday. 'D oris and I talked about the p o ss ib ility  of m y contributing

the planting to the new P o st O ffice that is  to go up in Karnack And I put

in  a c a ll  to B rooke A sto r . She i s  v e ry  in terested  in w here the T em ple of 

Dendur w i l l  go - -  to the M etropolitan she hopes. What a v a r ie ty  of g r is t  

for m y m il l !
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A shton and I worked at m y desk . And B e s s  and I. And then L iz  

lunched w ith mê  on a tray in  m y room . And then I went to s le e p , w ith the 

snow s t i l l  fa llin g . And m y h eart w as sinking about our party tonight. I had  

hoped for it  to be one of the m o st glam orous we had ever  had.

_ ' _____A litt le  before, 6:00, B e s s  and I went over the l i s t .  ;Y es, there -

w ere a good m any ca n ce lla tio n s . We invited  som e la st-m in u te  sta ff p eop le . 

And then I began  to get d ressed . An elaborate u p -h a ir-d o  by Jean L o u is . •

. He i s  so  am u sin g  and takes such pride in  turning m e out looking a s  w e ll 

: ' a s  I can. I decided  to  w ear the te r r if ic ly  e legan t Philippine d r e s s ,  beaded  

from  top to bottom , and the tea r-d ro p  beads - -  so rt of an ir id e sc e n t green  ■ 

' v er y  lo v e ly  and v ery  heavy.. , . ■

Lynda wa s  get t i ng a n  up - h a i r - d o  too to go wi t h he r  l ong  a pr i c o t  ’
 .. . ..

brocade with*the sable around the h e m . It had been  a  real-trium ph in  ; 4

California, la s t  A pril.^ , - ^

A litt le  b efore 8:00 we m et the R oger Stevens and Hubert «uid M uriel

and Lyndon's v ery  sp e c ia l favorite  - -  G regory P eck  and h is lo v e ly  w ife .

And tow ering, hum orous Rene d'Harnon court and h is  w ife . And the Wil l iam

Pereiras, and Leonard B ern ste in , in the Y ellow  Oval Room u p sta ir s .

The setting  w as C hristm as and the them e w as the a r ts . But v e r y

m u c h  of the talk w as about "How did you get here ?" A ctually  the snow

storm  co st us a great m any gu ests  that I fe lt rea l sad about. Van C liburn,

M arian  A nderson - -  sh e ‘s one I had e sp ec ia lly  advocated for the A rts C ouncil, |
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Edward Albee. But they a ll furn ished  such liv e ly  con versation  and gave 

us that fe e lin g  of being su c c e ss fu l p ion eers in  having made it  through the 

storm  - -  a s or t  of a cozy  fee lin g .

 ̂ ; The gu ests of honor w ere the m em b ers of the A rts C ouncil - -  26 

of them , including the outgoing and the incom ing m em b ers. . And o th ers in  

the w orld  of dram a and litera ture  and m u sic and arch itectu re and the dance. ■ 

From  the Court there w as naturally  the F o r ta ses - -  the m o st art-m in d ed  

I think. ^  . - , , . '

'"- And from  the Cabinet, the M cN am aras, the W irtzes and the G ardners.

Senator Javits who had done p ioneer w ork u n su ccessfu lly  on an

A rts C ouncil during E isen h ow er’s day, a r r iv e d  with M rs. C laiborne P e ll,  

w hose husband is  out of town. And lo  and behold, before the e v e ning w as  

o ver, /M rs. Javits a rr iv ed  - -  com ing s s o n  a tra in *  and delayed  by the snow  

m uch  the topic of con versation  am ong the new spaper w om en for com ing at 

a ll in  v iew  of h er statem en ts about W ashington's lack  of cu ltu ra l in ter est.

- The  F r a n k  Th o mp s o n s  - -  fai thful  support er  of  Ar t s  i n  the Hous e  - -  

w e r e  t h e r e .

: : And from  the staff, . the Bob K intners, who naturally knew a lo t of the 

g u es ts . And the B ill  M oyers and the H arry M cP hersons, who had been  

C ultural A ssis ta n t in the State D epartm ent.

■ ■ J- 

■:|
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R oger S tevens, who is  Chairm an of the National C ouncil on the A rts ,

-v'
•.•tl

I regard ed  a s  t4sBc rather the father of the whole evening— ^Although I w as . 

happy :to adopt it..,‘ T his w orld, p articu larly  the dram a, in te r e s ts  m e and 

h as furn ish ed  m e with m any happy hours. . And I like to m e e t  the people  

w ho m ake it  up. But b es id es  R oger, there w as D r. ;and M rs. • Barnaby K eeney, ;

' C hairm an of the N ational C ouncil on the H um anities, and the H arold H ow es, • 

he i s  the C om m ission er  of Education,

T ;v̂  com p arison s with th is evening and som e :

of the g lam orous Kennedy even in gs. And it cam e off quite w e ll. . It .was ‘r \  

star-stu d d ed  in sp ite  of the snow, and fu ll,o f funny s to r ie s .

. - Duke E llington ca n celled  when he lo s t  h is luggage com ing down ' 

from  New Y ork. ^ B ess told him̂ t̂ o  c o m e  o n  in w hatever he had on.

He actu a lly  got a  tux from  som ew here,: but arrived  in a  pink sh ir t - -  the • 

lik e  o f which h a s  not been  seen,~-but w as just, right for the m ood,. The' - 

Howard T allm an s, when they got to the a irport and found that no m ore  

planes w ere fly in g , decided  to  take a taxi,\.and they cam e a ll  the w ay •: 

from  New York in  a taxi w ith the H arold  Princes ̂̂ h e's  a producer.

And E leanor Lam bert changed into evening c lothes on the train  and cam e  

d irec t from  Union Station. And Mike N ichols had le ft  Los A n geles  at dawn,—  

the storm  detoured him  to Pittsburgh, h e phoned us that he couldn't co m e.

But then he hopped a train  and got to the M ayflower at 9:30 and into a tux 

and a rr iv ed  at the White House about 10:00, s t i l l  w earing lo a fe r s !
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Oh, it w as a gay evening. I had seated  E rich  L ein sd orf, m y v e r y  old and 

dear fr ien d , on m y right. And Leonard B er ste in , one of the m o st  in ter estin g  j 

looking and talking m en, -r- I like him  v ery  m uch - -  on m y le ft . The o th ers  - 

at m y 3S table w ere A gnes De  M i l le, M rs. Walter P rudie the ch oreograp h er, . 

and R oger and E leanor Lam bert and Mc G eorge Bundy - -  m y favorite  in  

a ll  A dm inistrations A nd M rs. H alprin, the w ife o f  a new m em b er on the 

A rts C ouncil - -  a landscape a rch itect. And John F ish er , E d itor of H arp ers.

And Jean D a lrym p le , M rs. Ph ilip  DeW itt Gender  of the N ew  Y ork C ity

- Light Opera and D ram a Company w hose book "Septem ber C hild” I had ju st  

fin ish ed , alw ays v e r y  helpful to con versation , not that anyone ev er ,n eed s  

; it  w ith her b ecau se she is  a s  liv e ly  a s  a sp ark ler . - ' • . .. ,

.  W e  h a d  a s k e d  B e t t y  B e a l e  t o  rep resen t the p r e s s . The D avid'

B rin k leys w ere  there together and looking radiant and their fr ie n d s  re liev ed .

And A rt c r it ic , D ick Coe, and h is w ife C hristine Sadler; And L uci's  "great , - 

frien d , R eb ecca  H ark n e s s . I had lo ts  of new s about;Luci to ;tell her,: but 

not the im portant new s. ' — ~ •

Lyndon had two of the m ost beautiful w om en a t h is ta b le  - -  E lizab eth  

A sh ley , ataA.a an outgoing m em ber of the A rts Council, and Jean Vanderbilt who is  

doing a p lay now h e r se lf , follow ing in her daughter's fo o tstep s  - -  H eidi  has  

been  acting s in ce  she w as about 15.

Other new  m em b ers of the A rts C ouncil, J im ilu  M ason who has done 

the v e ry  su c c e ss fu l bust of Lyndon - -  a triumph of patience, and Dr. D onald  

W eism ann of the A rt Departm ent of the U n iversity  of T exas. Our kindly.
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gentle friend , Rudolf Serkin. I am so drawn to h im . The actor Sidney  

P o it ie r , and author H arper L ee added to the galaxy of s ta r s . I sa a c  Stern ; 

had regretted , he had a con cert in  Philadelphia. H is w ife cam e . And b efore  

the evening w as over, h ere cam e Isaac, having rushed stra igh t from  the 

con cert to the station , caught a train, and a rrived  about 1 1 : 0 0 .

W ell, i t  w a s a p a r ty  to rem em b er!  T hese w ere  not Lyndon's p eop le, 

and y et he m ade a splendid toast. He sa id  he wants A m erican  a r t to be 

enjoyed at the g r a s s -r o o t  le v e l, just a s  it  is  by the top-hat crow d. If it  

■can r e a lly  be a s s e s s e d  - -  and I hope I sh a ll liv e  to se e  it  a s s e s s e d  - -  I think 

h is  A d m in istra tio n  has done about a s  m uch for art a s  any. I wonder how  

i t  w il l  be m ea su red ? ■ . ‘

A^ ended with a baked A laska entitled , "Flam ing  

■ -M u ses ,"  ■:...... . .a:'' ' ^

we adjourned to the Green Room and the Red Room and the H all 

fo r  co ffee  and liq u eu rs. And then I introduced G regory P eck  but w ith a 

few  w o rds_of thanks to t̂he A rts  Council - -  a thumbnail sum m ary of their ' J 

a ch ievem en ts, "your tr ip s have sparked new life  into com m unity th eatres  

and brought 16 p ro fess io n a l th eatres into being. As a re su lt  of y o u r  a c t iv it ie s

touring groups of dance, opera, and b a lle t have been in itiated . The P res id en t

and I are  so gratefu l", etc . And then G regory P eck  introduced the
■ . ‘-re-

en terta inm ent, the act from  "The School for Scandal -" by the
,CL3L'̂ <*'fck» - i  

APA R ep ertory  Company, delightfully  costum ed, baited of co u rse  w ith |

"the m ore things change the m ore they a re  the sa m e ." And la ter  T e s el 
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and Sopeta w ere  h ilar iou s in their predicam ent.

■ ; A n d  th en  A lex a n d er  S ch n e id er  a n d  h is  C h a m b er  M usic group •

en terta in ed  u s  with a serenade by Dvorak; I draw a blank at Cham ber 

m u sic . The other gu ests  seem ed  to rea lly  enjoy it. I w as v ery  proud  

of  our program  it s e lf  w ith a quotation from  John Adam s in 1780 saying  

ap p roxim ately  th is: "I m u st study p o litics  and war. so  that m y sons can  

study m ath em atics and com m erce and agricu lture so that their s o n s  can  

study painting and poetry  and m u sic .

. .: A fter  in  the rotunda swung into dance .

tem pos and I found m y se lf  trying to grow a fo o t in order to dance with  

Rene d ’H arnoncourt, and chatting a  m om ent w ith lo v e ly  M aria T a llch ief  

and follow ing Lynda proudly w ith m y ® ey es  as she m oved w ith so  much 

ga iety  yet dignity am ong a ll th ese  people who are r ea lly  v ery  m uch h er  

p eop le. ■ ■ r —   ̂ ^  T'

; L yndon w ent u p sta irs  a litt le  b efore  one, and I  

lo n g er . And there w ere sounds m errim en t from  below  until w e ll a fter  two. 

It had been  a glow ing evening from  the beginning when the A m erican  Light 

O pera Company had serenaded  us a ll  once m ore from  the s ta ir s  w ith  their  

C h ristm as c a ro ls  on through the la s t  h ilariou s story  of "how I got h e r e ."

i
. :a 
'.s.
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