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It was a full v1v1d exc1tmg day at the Whlte House., We were

 up early and I held myself resolutely to my desk S1gmng Chr1stmas p1ctures. .

Some tlme durmg the m ormng I became aware snow was falhng. _

‘when.}lrt‘ starts' ;_snowingi. - Soonjthe,mag'nolia trees[ri’ghtﬂbutside-»my‘_v'v‘indow S

Well 1t d1d 1t."

-";:,.wha- thls would do to our party tomght. ‘

‘;‘I:handled-a good ‘deal of busmess. I talked to Lee VWh1te '-about a S

oy -:speech D1llon R1p1ey abou “a pamtmg offered to the Wh1te House, F

' John Walker about a bust that sorneone W1shes to g1ve us. To Margery and

Jesse KellQ,m concernmg someth1ng very 1mportant to me -= a present

'."‘“_for Beth‘s weddmg. No, he doesn‘t have a11 her sﬂver, Margery sa1d

o ,_',So 1t w111 be place setnngs w1th her 1n1t1als and ours on the back Then .

T *to Roy Whlte about the cherry trees that Mary Lasker 1s gomg to g1ve me o

for my b1rthday. ~ Dons and I talked about the poss1b1hty' of my contr1but1ng

:"'the planung to the new Post Ofﬁce that 1s to go up in And I put. -
ina call to Brooke Astor., She 1s>very-1nterested in where the Terﬁpie of

/a . De-ndurg wil l‘go. -7- to the, Me'tropolj.tan she 'hooes. : What a variety of grist

@ - for my n‘ull‘.
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Ashton and I worked at my desk. And Bess and I And then L1z
lunched \mth q on a tray 1n my room, - And then I Went to sleep, w1th the |
snow Stlll fallmg. _ And my heart was s1nk1ng about our party tonlght. ) I_ ha_d .
hoped for 1t to be one of the most glamorous we had ever had
= ~ A 11tt1e before,6 00 Bess and I went oyen the 11st Yes;:‘.. there, AR

were a good many cancellatmns. , We 1nv1ted some last-‘mmute staff people;"

TN e
f

as I can. i I dec1ded to wea:' the terr:.flcly elegant Ph111ppme dress beaded
@ . ‘ from top to bottom,

’ very J.ovely and very heavy.

Lynda was gettmg an up ha1r do too to go w1th her long a.pr1cot -

rocada ; S
w1th~the sable around the hem .. It had been 2 real trxumph 111 R

Cahforma last Apnl

| ,A 11tt1e before 8 00 we met the Roger Stevens and Hubert a.nd Munel

. ' and Lyndon's very;spemal favonte -- Gregory Peck and hlS lovely wlfe. g

And towermg, humorous Rene d'Harnoncourt and h1s w1fe. And the W).lham v
p"u',“ wIEEE T e o B e e I
, and Leonard Bernstem, m the Yellow Oval Room upstalrs.

The settlng was Christmas and the theme was the arts. But very

m uch of the talk was about "“ow did you get here M1 Actually the snow '

T e B
8 . . . E . B . . ) )* ;
@ storm cost us a great many guests that I felt real sad about.‘ Van Chburn, o

Manan Anderson -- she s one 1 had espec1a11y advocated for the Arts Counc11 ‘
ey - ik o




MEMORANDUM '~ . =
THE ‘WHITE HOUSE

NS AT wunmo'ron T

LT et g e bs e et

"T‘-'Tués'day',’iDe'c‘éthB-er 13, 1966 S e ‘p;ge"-'3'__"-‘.f{'

Edward U‘.‘lb‘y But they all furmshed such 11ve1y conversat1on and gave S LR

.'..-—\

" us that feelmg of bemg successful ploneers in hawng made 1t through the

‘-‘St°1"¥'n*~"fa SbrFSOf’a;. csz feeling. . T

of them, inclﬁding the ‘Butgoiné and the:‘.iricetriihg mer‘.t;'befi:s;’.,>And 6tﬁé‘:é in_.

Mrs.» Javits arrived.-

over,

- were there."_

'_. And from the staff :Bob Kmtners, who naturally knew a lot of the o
gue"ets. And the B1ll Moyers and the Harry McPhersons, who had been

Cultural Ass1stant in the State Department.




'bBut then he hopped a tra1n and got to the" Ma.yﬂower at 9 30 and 1nto a mx
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du-ect fromUmon Statmnl. And Mlke NlChOlS ha.d left Los Angeles a.t dawn,,——

the storm detoured hun to thtsburgh..-he phoned us I:hat he couldn‘t come.

P

[

and an:iyed at the. ‘White'House abou't‘ 10:00_,,_.sti.11 wea.ripg l_oafers'._-

B at
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3 Oh, "it.”wa’s'a’ ga§_éve£iﬁg. N I had seated Erlch Lemsdorf my very old and

' 7':dear fnend on my r1ght. And Leonard Berstem, one of the most mterestzng

'-; I 11ke h1m very much -- on my left The others

’ lookmg and talkmg men,

And Art cr1t1c "U'D1ck Coe, and hls w1fe Chr1stme Sadler. x And:‘Luc

B Ashley.mﬂ an’ outg01ng member of the Arts Counc11 and Jear;‘\'\é&&bﬂ:t who 1s
do1ng a play now herself follow1ng in her da.ughter s footsteps -- Hezda‘. has

been actlng since she was about 15

@, ' S Other new members of ‘the 'Arte Conncil, _Jimiiu Mason vrno has done' o

) the very successful bust of Lyndon --a trmmph of pa.t1ence, and Dr. Donald

1 Byt e L

'We1smann of the Art Depa.rtment of the Universuty- of Texas. Our lqndly, e
é At & " .
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gentle fr1end Rudolf Serk:.n I am ‘so drawn to h1m. The actor Sz.dney

-P01t1er, and author Harper Lee added to the galaxy of stars.. ,Isaac Stern

had regretted he had a concert m Phlladelp}na. H‘.LS w1fe came..: And before

: the evenmg was over, here came Isaac, -havmg rushed stra1ght from the B

concert o the stat1on, caught‘a tram,"ﬂ and arnved about 11 00¢

Well 1> was a'party.to remember. »These wer'e not Lyndon s people, :

and Yet he :madeia_:splendid;toast’ He sald"he‘, .wants Amencan art to be’

) _en_)oyed at the grass-root.level,

Just as. 1t is by the top-hat crowd If it

L can really be assessed’

andll_hope I shall 11ve to see 1t assessed

. ~.";_ his Adm ini‘stration_'has _donej‘about_as muc':hf_"‘for 5{ar{t,;-a‘s‘ any.',"'Iv_'wo_nde.;-f how". :

S it will be. 'fn.ea's_‘_;i;yed

: .~_'=‘Afterf_ dmner, __‘,hlch'ended w1th a baked Alaska ent1t1ed "Flammg

’\ e

Y(e adJourned to the Green Room and the Red Room and the Hall |

B for coffee and 11queurs. And’then I 1ntroduced Gregory Peck but Wlth a

‘few words of thanks to the.Arts Counc11 - a thumbna1l summary o£ theu-
) 'achlevements, tmtnps have sparked new 11fe 1nto commumty theatres
'and brought 16 profess1onal theatres mto bemg. As a result of :t:x:r act1v1t1es

tourmg groups of dance, opera, and ballet have been 1n1t1ated The Pres1dent
_ ‘ Ly , .
- and 1 are so grateful etc. And then Gregory Peck 1ntroduced the . '
o . ' o ~{asE ")C"S—L, R
4 W S entertamment, the act fror.n "The School for Scandal - Geq:-ad—rn" by the =~
APA Repertory Company, . dehghtfully costumed b&rt_/_of course with.

g

e ot -

= B i i+ e

' "the more thmgs change the more they are the same. And 1ater Tesel
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and Sopeta. were hllanous in the1r pred1cament.

Opera Company ha.d Serenaded us all once mvore from the stan's w1th the1r o

Chnstmas carols on through the la.st h11anous story of how I got here /




