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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

F r id a y ,  D ece m b er 16, 1966 P ag e  1

;; T he m e r r y  m ood of C h r is tm a s  w hich  began  M onday w ith  the 

n ew sp a p e r  w o m en 's  p a r ty  and  co n tin u ed  th rough  the A rts  C o u n cil d in n e r 

an d  the p a r ty  fo r  the s ta ff  and  the ligh ting  of the C h r is tm a s  t r e e  T h u rsd a y  

i s  d is s ip a tin g  un d e r  the o n s lau g h t of h o s ti le  a r t ic le s .

; Y e s te rd a y  w as the an n o u n cem en t o f B ill M o y ers  leav in g . The 

M a n c h e s te r  book  i s  dom in atin g ' th e  n e w s p a p e rs .  M rs, K ennedy is  f ilin g  V- 

s u i t  to b lo ck  the  book, and  the J o h n s o n s  "boorishness" on the r id e  b a ck  

fro m  D allas  f i l ls  co lu m n s and  h e a d l in e s .  R es to n  and  the " c re d ib il i ty  

.gap" ,  th a t co in ed  p h ra s e  ra p id ly  ga in ing  c r e d e n c e ,  the c r i t i c a l  D e m o c ra tic  

G o v e rn o rs , w e re  f illin g  the p a p e r s ;-  N e v e r th e le s s , life  goes on an d  so 

d o es  w o r k  w ith  B e s s  and  w ith  A sh ton , fin ish in g  up the a lb u m s for the T . J . 

T a y lo r s  and  the S teadm ans and  the R a th e rs ,  - -  som e of the n ic e s t  v is i ts  

th a t  w ill  e v e r  tak e  p la ce  a t  the W hite H ouse. T hey  w ere  l a s t  s u m m e r , 

a n d  th e se  a lb u m s  a r e  C h r is tm a s  p re s e n ts  to re m in d  them  of th o se  h i la r io u s  ’ 

days a t  the W h ite  H o u se  w ith  a  ho u se  p a r ty  of 13 and  adding  the  D avises - -  

\ that ma ke s  17.  

; : I  had^ in  m y ro o m , au to g rap h ed  a  "L iv ing  W hite H o u se"

book  fo r  Je a n  L oui s ,  and  then  s a id  " M e r r y  C h r is tm a s "  to h im  fo r  the l a s t  

t im e . And how  m u c h  I  w ill m i s s  h im . He h ad  fixed  m e up fo r  the c h i ld re n 's  

p a r ty .  I t  i s  a lw ay s  one of the h a p p ie s t p a r t ie s  of the y e a r .  And if  you a r e  . 

in  the eye of the h u r r ic a n e ,  no m a t te r  - -  so  is  th is .
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: The c h ild re n  b eg an com ing  ab o u t 4:00 — 150 of th em , fro m  

F r ie n d s h ip  H ouse and  the B oys Club of C o lum bia  H eig h ts , St. V in c e n t's  

H om e an d  School, St. A n n e 's  In fan t H om e, the W ashington  H e a rin g  S o c ie ty , 

 the YWCA B oys C lub  of A le x a n d r ia , ; and  B a rn e y  N eighborhood  H o use . :

A ll d r e s s e d  up , v e r y  q u ie t an d  so lem n , m an y  of the l i t t le  g i r l s  w ith  w hite  

; g lo v es  on an d  h a i r  r ib b o n s . And v e ry  p r im  and  w e ll m a n n e re d . I  lo o k ed  

■in o n  them  fro m  a  d is ta n c e  b e fo re  I cam e down to the" E a s t  Room  w h e re  ; - ' 

th ey  w e re  f in a lly  a l l  a s s e m b le d  s tif f ly  in  c h a ir s ,  re a d y  to w atch  the p u p p e t
■ ■■ : r \ - , ‘ ' ■■ . V " -■ ; Jsn- ' ' ' '' ''
t ■ .* ' ■ . . - • v'',T- - t 'C .' - ■ >' *■'"'' '  .'V-'* **

show . ' -

: I  c a m e  in  and  s a t  in  the  f ro n t row  w ith  a  f lo o r  fu ll of c h ild re n  c r o s s -

le g g e d  in  f ro n t o f m e . One of them  soon g o t up and  s a t  on m y  la p . L ynda, 

down the row  fro m  m e, w as  b e in g  v e ry  h e lp fu l and  w as being  c la m b e re d

,-o v e r  b y  s e v e r a l .   v ie; . : r

■ v T he puppet show w as b y  the C h an d le r b ro t h e r s  - -  M a rk  a n d  Chris 

w ho h e ld  u s  e n th ra l l  f o r  ab o u t 30 m in u te s  w ith  th e ir  m ag ic  l i t t le  f ig u re s  - -  ^

a  Span i sh d an cer,, a  v e ry  sa d  l i t t le  boy - -  an in n o cen t g a iety  th a t i s  qu ite  

.unique;,.:;:"  ̂ ' '  i':'- ^

yV A nd th en  I  w en t to  the  m ic ro p h o n e  and  a sk e d  them  to a l l  co m e  in  

fo r  co o k ie s  and  ic e  c re a m  - -  in to  the S ta te  D ining Room  - -  w h e re  the ta b le s  

w e re  c h i ld r e n - s iz e .  A nd I  s a t  a t  one w ith  a  l i t t le  g i r l  n am ed  L in d a , s u rp r is in g ly ,  

on one s id e . A nd we a te  ice  c re a m  th a t looked  lik e  C h r is tm a s  t r e e s  an d  

d e c o ra te d  co o k ies  and  d ra n k  punch, and  th e re  w e re  p len ty  of seco n d  h e lp in g s  j; 

w ith o u t a sk in g . .... ,^1,...:.,. . " .-M- ' - ' ' ■ - ' / — '"^7 — ...................... . _~--------------- -„
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' - ■ ' , :Vv ■'■■■̂'. : ; . ■ V- ■/. 
*  A nd th e re  w as my L ynda a t  one ta b le , and  lo ts  of teenage  h o s te s s e s ,

d a u g h te rs  of G o v ern m en t o f f ic ia ls , m e m b e rs  of the C ab in e t - -  L i s a  C onnor

an d  C h r is ty  C a rp e n te r ,  and  D ian a’s l i t t le  L is a  who w as v e ry  cap ab ly  b u sy

a n sw e rin g  q u e s tio n s  about w h e re  w as the b a th ro o m . ;The m o s t im p o rta n t  -
\  ' cl.

q u es tio n  a t  m y  tab le  w a s , " When i s  Santa C lau s  com ing? " A t  l e a s t  a f te r  .

the se co n d  g o -a ro u n d  of the  c o o k ie s . ,

.Santa Claus was Sandy Fox  - -  'm uch  d isg u ise d  w ith  lo ts  of p illo w s ■

; an d  a  b ig  w h ite  s ilk y  b e a rd . -
' _____1  ̂ ' . ' 1 ,

: : After a b o u t the 16th  q u es tio n  a t  m y  ta b le , he f in a lly  a p p e a re d  an d  :

 ̂  ̂ the stampede began . He a s k e d  u s  to follow  him  in to  the B lue Room

' w h e re  the C h r is tm a s  t r e e  w a s . B ut i t  w as m o re  of a  ra c e  than  a  fo llow ing. 

S afe ly  en sc o n ce d  on one s id e  of the ro o m , Santa d isp e n se d  t r a in s  

a n d  tru c k s  an d  d o lls  w ith  c lo th e s  - -  an d  a  joyous P andem onium  en su ed . .

• v̂ -'v She s e tt le d  q u a r re ls  and  got toys fo r  the

q u ie t ones th a t  d id n 't  g e t an y . B u t a l l  the l i t t le  h o s te s s e s  w e re  h e lp fu l. 

A nd a t  l a s t  the f lo o r  w a s  a  w a s te la n d  of p a p e r . And e v e ry  c h ild  h ad  one 

o r  m o re  to y s . -

: And by 5:30 the p a r ty  w as o v e r , and  the h o s te s s e s ,  w hom  I  had

. t r i e d  to sp e a k  to, c h a p e ro n es  from aosaia the v a r io u s  a g en c ie s  of th e  U nited  

G iv e r 's  F u n d ,..g a th e re d  up th e ir  c h a rg e s  and  w ent hom e^ . ;

m  D o ro th y  M cC ard le  w ro te , "T h o m as J e f fe rs o n  and  J a m e s  M ad ison

ro c k e d  in  th e ir  f ra m e s ,  the C h r is tm a s  t r e e  in  the B lue R oom  te e te re d .
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S an ta  C lau s  w ip ed  h is  b row  and  s ta g g e re d  b ack . T he C h ild ren s '  in v a s io n  . •

o f the W hite H ouse w as o v e r  fo r  a n o th e r  y e a r ."  S till, i t  is  one of the n ic e s t  

p a r t ie s  th a t e v e r  tak e s  p lace  h e r e .  And the th ird  y e a r  h a s  n o t d im m e d  i ts  

l u s t e r .

.A  l i t t le  l a t e r ,  I s lip p ed  down to th e  L ib ra ry  to  thank  S a n ta  C lau s  

an d  a l l  the  a s s e m b le d  h o s te s s e s  th ey  h ad  b ee n  su ch  a  h e lp . I  was- so  - 

p ro u d  of t h e m . - w  ̂ -

And th en  b a ck  u p s ta i r s  to w a it fo r  the d e p a r tu re  fo r  T e x a s . I t  w as 

o n e  of th o se  tim e s. w hen you  fe e l su sp en d ed  in  sp ac e . T he Hol  th in g s  th a t • 

you w o rk  w ith  hav e  b een  p ack ed  and  d e p a r te d . - You n eed  to  do n e e d le - ' 

p o in t o r  to r e a d  a  book. ' Lyndon was deep in serious talk with Ambassador Lodge, McNamara, 

A m b a ssa d o r  G oldb e rg , G o v e rn o r H a rr im a n , and  the V ice P re s id e n t .  He 

b ro u g h t them  o v e r from  tixejoffice. M cN am ara  soon le f t  - -  "M arg y  is  : ?

w a itin g  fo r  m e ," V he sa id . The r e s t  of u s  s a t  down fo r  d in n e r  a t  7 :45. :

: Ly n d o n  h a d  n o t c o m e  to  the c h i ld re n ’s p a r ty  th is  y e a r  - -  th e  f i r s t

tim e  I  b e lie v e  a  b a ro m e te r  of how s e r io u s  is  the m ood, how  tough the 

d ay s . T h e se  m e n  have s tay in g  q u a lit ie s  o r  e ls e  they  w ouldn ' t  be a r o u nd 

now . I a d m ire  them  so m uch . It i s  v e ry  d iff icu lt to r e m e m b e r  th a t  once 

Lodge w as p itte d  a g a in s t  u s  in  a  nationw ide r a c e .  I t  s e e m s  a lm o s t  f ic tio n a l .  / /  - 

. I t  w as a  l i t t le  a f te r  9:00 w hen they  f in ish e d  d in n e r , and  Lyndon and :>

L ynda an d  I  le f t  in  the h e lic o p te r  fo r  A ndrew s and  d e p a r te d  W ash ing ton  in  if
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A ir  F o rc e  I . T h is  tim e  we w e re  going b ac k  to B e rg s tro m . The f i r s t  tim e  

in  a  long  tim e  th a t the p r e s s  w ould  no t be in  San A ntonio .'

I t  w as a  sw ift and  p le a sa n t an d  f a ir ly  l ig h t-h e a r te d  jo u rn e y  in  sp ite  •; 

of th e  r is in g  tid e  of b ad  s to r ie s  w h ich  you can  fe e l  in  y o u r b o n e s . I t  w as 

p a s t  11:00 w hen  w e re a c h e d  B e r g s t r o m . ; A t 11:30 we w e re  a t  theRanch and I could really fell that our personal Christmas had begun. 


