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. D e c e m b e r  20th b eg an  v e ry  e a r ly  fo r  Lyndon - -  a t  5:00 - -  a lthough  

h e  h ad  ta lk ed  v e ry  la te  w ith  Sol L inow itz  who had  com e in  the ev en in g  b e fo re , 

a n d  U nder S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  L in co ln  G ordon: I th ink  i t  w as ab o u t 2:00 

w hen I  s le e p ily  h e a rd  him  com e in  a f te r  b idd ing  them  goodnight.

/S o l  L inow itz-w as a  d e lig h t to h av e  a ro u n d . He ju s t  c am e  b ack  

f ro m  a  to u r  o f a  g re a t  m an y  South A m e ric a n  c o u n tr ie s . He w as  fu ll  of ■
• • *■, • •

. ' ' '  • - -Vi •= \
o p tim ism , he  w as re p o r tin g  g re a t  p o p u la r ity  fo r  the U .S . in  th o se  c o u n tr ie s ,

an d  som  e m e a s u re s  of s u c c e s s  in  th e ir  econom ic  p r o g re s s .  How p le a s a n t

\  ‘ ' ‘1 ' ' 
i s  the ha .rb ingex ,o f good n ew s, i^ p r^ e s se s  m e a s  in te llig en t,-  qu ick , .

'* it-c a h -b e -d 0 n e ^ 8 0 r t o f m a h ;v a s  y e t q u ite  u n in fec ted  by an y  Of the a i l s  of 

b u re a u c ra c y . I  lik ed  h im . JVe. le f t  in  the m idd le  of the m o rn in g  in  the - 

h e lic o p te r  - -  Lyndon and  I, L in co ln  G ordon  and M r. L inow itz  and  Jake  

and. M ary in  and  M r ib a n d  M M ag u ire  andJD r. an d  M rs . Jo h n  R oche.

T h e y  w e re  going to hav e  a  rn ee tin g  - -  I  th ink  a p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e - -  so  I 

le f t  them  a t  the C iv ic  C e n te r  and  w ent to the P re s id e n t ia l  su ite  on th e  9th  

f lo o r  fo r  ju s t  a  few  m in u te s  to  p lan  hanging  som e m o re  p a in tin g s .;  Anii 

then  to St. A u s tin 's  C a th o lic -ch u rch  fo r  B e th 's  w edding w h ich  I  e a g e r ly  

lo o k  fo rw a rd  to. L ynda and  I ’w e re  a  b i t  e a r ly , b u t i t  w as a  m e e tin g  of 

o ld  f r ie n d s  an d  I  w an ted  to s a v o r  e v e ry  m in u te  of i t .  And the hugging an d  

the  k is s in g  s ta r te d  on the o u tsid e  of the ch u rch  - -  C o n g re s sm a n  P ic k le .

Lynd a  an d  I w e re  shown to  s e a ts  v e ry  c lo se  to the  f r o n t —  in  fa c t  

the row  in  f ro n t of us a s  the fa m ily  f ile d  in  th e re  w as only  M a rg e ry  lo o k in g

■ r
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v e ry  p r e t ty  and  co m p o se d  an d  s e re n e .  B ut I soon saw  why - -  b e c a u se  

a l l  the fam  i ly  w as in  the w edding.

m y  e y e s  l i t  on l i t t le  Lyndon - -  an  aco ly te . And in  a  m o m en t 

I  notice<i a n o th e r  a c o l y t e '^ s  John. And then  I saw  a  th ird  w as  Joe 

p re s e n tly .

 ̂ Down the^^sle  cam  e the b r i d e s m a i d s t h e n  L u c i, look ing  

, so le m n  enough to  be c a r ry in g  the ho ly  g r a i l  in s te a d  of a  l i t t le  bouquet — . 

an d  v e ry  p re t ty .  C:. T h a t w as  not a l l  the  Je n k in s . P re s e n t ly  cam e  Ann lik e  

a  tin y  _fairy in  a :long  d r e s s  an d  a  b a s k e t fu ll of flo w er p e ta ls  P i tc h in g  

e lf in  f a ic e r^ t t r a c t in g  e v e ry  eye. And it  w as ab o u t th is  tim e th a t  I  d is c o v e re d  

the f if th  Jen k in s  - -  W a lte r  - — w as one of the g ro o m sm en . And then  cam e 

B e th  in  a  b e a u tifu l w edding d r e s s  - -  p r e t t i e r  th an  I have e v e r  se e n  h e r ,  • 

sm  ilin g  sw e e tly , 'on tlae. aFm  ,“S f^W alter. And th a t w as a s ig h t to see.. He 

w as  so ,d ig n ified  an d  q u ie t an d  ra d ia te d  h a p p in e ss i O ur h e a r t  w as fu ll  of 

p r id e  a s  I  know w e re  m an y  th e re .  And the c h u rc h  w as fu ll of o ld  f r ie n d s . 

G o v e rn o r-Jo h n  C onnally , jC o n g re ssm an  Ja c k  B ro o k s , fo rm e r  C o n g re s sm a n  

a n d  F e d e r a l  Judge H o m er T h o rn b e r ry , and  old  f r ie n d s  b ack  to the days of 

l it t le - ie a m  L a tim e r  a n d  S h e im an  B ird w e ll. F o r  a l l  of u s , i t  m e a n t so m eth in g  

v e r y  s p e c ia l, I  am  s u re .  - :

It w as a n  h o u r ce rem o n y , w ith  a  g r e a t  d e a l of kn eelin g  fo r  the 

b r id e s m a id s .  And I found m y  e y es  glued to L u c i an d  m y  p u lse s  ra c in g  

w o n d erin g  w ith  e v e ry  sw aying m ove sh e  m ade if  she w e re  going to  k ee l
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o v e r . A t long  l a s t  she  v e ry  q u ie tly  ro se  and  s a t down fo r  aw h ile , an d  then  

k n ee le d  a g a in . ‘ A i t  w as o v e r . And L ynda an d  ! s ta r te d  to g e th e r

o u t to G ree n  P a s tu r e s .  We took  a  l i t t le  d e to u r  th ro u g h  Z U l^  P a r k  w h ich  I 

h a d  n o t s e e n  in  y e a r s ,  a n d  w hich  a s  th e  c i ty  g row s is  b eco m in g  m o re  an d  

m  o re  im p o rtan t_ as  an  open g re e n  sp a c e .: So f a r  i t  is  t r e a te d .v e r y  -■<; 

r e s p e c tfu l ly  and  lov ing ly . - A^nd up on the c lif fs  to se e  th e ,A u s tin  M u n ic ip a l 

G a rd e n s  C e n te r  w hich  h a s  a  su p e rb  v iew  >- an  a t t r a c t iv e  s t r u c tu r e  *—

an d  sbm  e in te re s t in g  p la n tin g .'> B e rh a p s ..so m e  of i t  m ig h t b e  c o n s id e re d  

a  b i t  c u te .  ̂ , . . -  _ ,  ̂ -

> we r e  a t  G re e n  P a s tu r e s  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  1:30 an d  r a n  in to  B eck y  

3_nd Bob on th e  way_in so th a t .we s to o d  in  lin e  w ith-them . and  ta lk e d . She - 

h a d  only  a  b r ie f  l e t t e r  f ro m -L u c ia . -B ut she  had  s e e n  B e c k y 's  baby.; She '

w as  e c s ta t ic  ab o u t B ecky  an d  h e r  h usband  and  th e  baby . She looked  a s
' '  ••'■'■'vf'' ■••0 • -■ ' 7 '' ■ *• 'v-- • .*

a lw ay s  e x tr e m e ly -s m a r t  and  h a n d so m e / P h ilip  w as s t i l l  a t  P r in c e to n , . : ' 

though ?.dt d idn ’t sound  lik e  he  a b so lu te ly  lo v ed  i t ;

; put a s id e  a l l  a tte m p ts  to get m e  to  the h ead  of the lin e . T oday  ' v ' 

is  m y  day  to a c t  lik e  anybody e ls e .  A nd f in a lly  w hen i t  cam e m y  tu rn , I  

g r e e t^ 'i  B e th  a n d  P e te r  hap p ily , w ith  a l l  the w o rn -o iit p h r a s e s ,  b u t w ith  

a  h e a r t  fu ll o f joy . T hen  I  th re w  m y  a r m s  a ro u n d  M a rg e ry  and  a ro u n d  

W a lte r  a n d  k is s e d  h im . It w as a  greiat h o u r. O ur p a s t  u n ro lle d  in  f ro n t  - ’ 

■writhe W a lte r 's .  I  ta lk ed  w ith  J ^ n  L a tim e r  who had  know n |

L yndon b e fo re  I h ad . h ad  b een  h is  s e c r e ta r y  w hen w e m a r r ie d .  A nd j
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R u ss  B row n whom  we h a d  a l l  known b a ck  in  the '3 0 s. Sherm a n  h ad  b een  

L y n d o n 's  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  a f te r  he w ent to C o n g re s s . I am  not s u re  w h e th e r

h e  h ad  h i r e d  W alter  o r  w h e th e r  i t  h ad  b een  John in  abou t 1938. : M a ry  Koock e  

m ad e  i t  a l l  s e e m  a s  m u ch  lik e  hom e i s  p o s s ib le . The Guajardes re m in d e d  

u s  of h appy  v a c a tio n s  in  Acapulco^ /4nd the .b u s in e ss  s tr u c tu r e  o f-A u stin  1966 

wa»>well r e p r e s e n te d . ; .So it^w as a  happy scen e . I s tay e d  an  h o u r , and  

th e n  w en t to the  b eau ty  p a r lo r ,  v And then  out to L u c i 's  w h e re  I  found h e r  : 

ju s t  r e a m e d  f r o m  the 'w edding and  h e r  l i t t le  a p a r tm e n t bu lg ing  w ith  the  

N ugen ts an d  the  F elds te in s  who h ad  co m e  fo r. the w edd ing .- And H elen e  

w ho h ad  b een  sh a rin g  L u c i 's  b ed  w hile  P a t  s le p t on the so fa  in  the  liv in g  

ro o m .  vH^ a d ju s ta b le  is  youth! B ut I  think Lyndon an d  I  v ^

s t i l l  tak e  the  p r iz e  fo r  the house  g u e s ts  we m an ag ed  to  c row d in to  o u r  - 

f i r s t  l i t t le  a p a r tm e n t on K a lo ram a  R oad  in  a  o n e-b ed ro o m  a p a r tm e n t .   

W e h a d  a t  one tim e  L y n d o n 's  U ncle G eo rg e  an d  m y  Aunt E ffie  and  m y
•'■s

ro o m m a te  C e c ille  H a r r is o n , and  one of h is  s e c r e ta r ie s  who c o u ld n 't  
' ' >■ ^ * 

fin d  a  p la c e  to  s ta y . ' ' ^
^  Spring  o r su m m e r I  m u s t  s t a r t  h e lp in g  L u c i  lo o k  ,

fo r  a  l a r g e r  a p a r tm e n t  o r  h o u se . ,

I  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  R anch  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  7 :00. Bob M cN am ara  h ad  

flow n in .  T he b u s in e s s  sh u ttle  b e tw een  h e re  and  W ashington  w ould  not 

end  u n til  c lo se  to C h r is tm a s  Day. Lyndon and  the S e c re ta ry  w o rk e d ,, 1 . 

a n d  I  w en t to b ed  e a r ly .  ̂ : v


