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W ednesday , D e c e m b e r 21, 1966 P ag e  I

I t w as one of th o se  c re s c e n d o s  of a  day  a t  the R anch  w ith  9 G o v e rn o rs , 

2 C a b in e t m e m b e rs ,  the D ire c to r  of the B udget, 4 U nder S e c r e ta r ie s  and  

a   bevy o f s ta ff .

m o rn in g  I w o rk ed  on the m a il  and  the C h r is tm a s  a lb u m s , 

an d  then  a t  11 :00  I b eg an  going to the a i r  s t r ip  to  m e e t th e  G o v e rn o rs  who 

a r r iv e d  in  th e i r  s e v e ra l  p la n e s . . I  lo ad ed  up so m e , and  Lyndon o th e r s  - -  . 

G o v e rn o r W a rre n  H e a rn e s  of M is so u r i,  H a ro ld  H ughes - ‘- a  b ig  m an ; 

h a n d so m e , silent,:: who looks r a th e r  lik e  he  h a s  a  p e rp e tu a l ch ip  on h is  

sh o u ld e r  -- a ffa b le , a t t r a c t iv e  P h il  Hoff,: G o v ern o r R o lvaag  of M in n eso ta  

w ho  w ill b e  going out. F o r  so m e re a s o n  he  cam e in  w ith  John  C onnally .

. A nd G o v e rn o r SiBBK H u le tt Sm ith  of W est V irg in ia  an  a m ia b le , p le a sa n t 

m a n  - -  he  i s  one of the e a s i e s t  of n e a r ly  any  in  th is, r a th e r  s tr a in e d  g a th e r in g .

A nd a  t r io  of so u th e rners - -  G o v ern o r R o b e r t  M cN air of South C a ro lin a , new  0 

I  b e liev e ,: an d  M il ls  Godwin of Virg in ia  -- ̂ he had  r id d e n  on the t r a in  w ith  m e 

in  ‘65. And Dan M oore  of N o rth  C a ro lin a ,. He too I  had  m e t d u r in g  the 

w h is tle - s to p . . ’ “ " , '

; B y 11:30 th ey  w e re  a l l  in  the big liv in g  ro o m  a t  the. R an c h , I  toc 

got co ffee  in  an d  le f t  them  a lo n e , and  fo r  an  h o u r I w o rk ed  down a t  the C e d a r  

h o u se  on som e d e c o ra tin g  p ro b le m s .

A t 12:30, I se n t som e bloody m a ry s  in to the G o v e rn o rs . I  do no t 

know the  su b je c t of the C o n fe ren ce . B udget D ire c to r  C h a r le s  Schultze  

h a d  b ee n  th e re  to  b r ie f  th em , an d  S e c re ta ry  G a rd n e r  of HEW  w ith  h is  n u m b e r -
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one m a n  W ilbur C ohen, an d  S e c re ta ry  M cN am ara  and U nder S e c re ta ry  . 

of S ta te  N ich o las  K atzen b ach  and  D eputy S e c re ta ry  B ill  C ro c k e tt  and  

R a m s e y  C la rk , th e  A cting  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l.

W hat I  g a th e re d  in  la rg e  p a r t  w as  t h a t  they  w an ted  to  a i r  th e ir  

' d i f f e r e n c e s .- -  th e ir  b ee fs  - -  to Lyndon h im se lf . H is m a n n e r  w a s  p a tie n t,

. n o t c o m b a tiv e ; con tro lled ,. fu ll of fa c ts  and  f ig u re s ,  w ith  the top ech e lo n  of 

th e  C ab in e t th e re  to b a ck  h im  up an d  supply  any th ing  th a t the G o v e rn o rs  

• ' wa n te d  to know, a  So i t  h ad  b een  a  g rin d in g  day  - - a  good s te p  I  f e l t ,  though 

, . n o t to ta lly  p ro d u c tiv e  c e r ta in ly .  ' .

m ' c a lle d  them  in to  lu n ch  a t  1:00, w ith  John, the ran k in g  G o v e rn o r,

i t  i s  h is  hom e S ta te , a n d  H a ro ld  H ughes, the C h a irm a n  of the G o v e rn o rs '

• C o n fe ren ce , flank ing  Lyndon. . '

■ A nd a t  m y  tab le  I h ad  G o v ern o r K a rl R o lvaag  and  the t r io  of 

s o u t h e r n e r s  M c Na i r  of South C a ro lin a  and  M ills  Godwin o f V irg in ia  an d  

D an M oore  of N o rth  C a ro lin a  - -  h o w ev er m uch  we m ay  d iffe r  politically^^

■ I  lik e  the v e lv e t m a n n e rs  of so u th e rn  m en . And H u le tt Sm ith of W est  V irg in ia , 

R a m s e y  C la r k .  M y  m o s t  fa v o r ite ,  John  G ard n e r  and  B ill  C ro c k e tt .  ;•

;: R o b e r t  M c N a ir  show ed m e a  p iece  of l i t e r a tu r e  u se d  a g a in s t  h im

b y  h is  opponents in  th e  l a s t  e le c tio n  - -  sav ag e  a g a in s t Lyndon an d  try in g  

to  tie  h im  to the A d m in is tra tio n . I r e m e m b e r  w e ll the p a tr ic ia n  s a v a g e ry  

of South C a ro lin a . T h e re  m a in  tro u b le , he sa id , w ith  the A d m in is tra t io n ,
-.1

 ̂>■: . 
=4-

an d  a l l  the G o v e rn o rs  fro m  the South a g re e d , w e re  the g u id e lin es  r e g a rd in g   5
 ̂ ^  : . V , ' V - - '
s c h o o ls . , . .. . •, ...
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R ig h t a f te r  lu n c h ^ ^ ^ a d  to le a v e  to go in to  A u stin . T he G o v e rn o rs  

w e re  m eeting^w ith  the  p r e s s .  I  fe lt  te n d e r  to w ard  Lyndon. . He t r i e d  h a rd ,

I  thought the m e e tin g  w ^ n e c e s s a r y  an d  h ad  accom {>lished so m eth in g  - -  

e tn p h a ticaU y  n o t a l l  yoii could  w ish . I  s a id  goodbye, and flew  in to  A u stin

to  m e e t  the  a r c h i te c ts  of the Lyndon Joh n so n  L ib r a r y  - -  M ax an d  G ordon  

Buns h a ft an d  R oy  in  the B ro o k s-Barr o ffice . We sp en t abou t 3 h o u rs  p o r i n g  

- o v e r  p la n s  th a t they  fe e l  and  I  concu r, th a t  th ey 'v e  got the f i r s t  f lo o r  in  m uch  

b e t te r  sh a p e  . w ith  a  m o re  im p re s s iv e  e n tra n c e , .the r e s t  ro o m s  d o w n s ta ir s ,  

the m o re  ex h ib it sp ace  an d  lobby  sp a c e . We ta lk ed  of the l and sca p in g . . 

Bu n sh a ft te l ls  m e  he w ill  have a  p r e l im in a ry  p lan  in  F e b ru a ry .  I  re m in d e d  

/ h im  of the  in s u r a n ce bu ild ing  I  h ad  se e n  th a t they  h a d  d o n e  in  C o n n ec ticu t 

w hose  la n d sc ap in g  I thought w a s  s u p e rb  and  hoped the sa m e  p eo p le  co u ld  

be  u s e d  on  th is .  A nd th a t  they co u ld  le a r n  T e x a s , have an  in d o c tr in a t io n  

c o u r s e  in  the a r e a  b e fo re  th ey  pu t h an d  to p a p e r .

A nd th en  the su b je c t of the m a in  bu ild ing  m a te r ia l  - -  T e x a s  sh e lls to n e ? 

A  t r a v e rtin e  m a rb le  fro m  M exico? B ut m aybe the q u a r ry  w a s n 't  b ig  enough

to p ro d u c e  a  quantity  of eq u a l q u a lity . S e v e ra l k inds of g ra n ite ? They- s t i lls t i l l

hope to  l e t  th e  b id s  o u t in  M ay. We cam e  to th e co n c lu s io n  th a t  th e y  m u s t  

n o t take  b id s  on any  m a te r ia l  we w ould not r e a l ly  w an t to  u s e .  A nd to  see

w h a t w e w an t. T he b e s t  r e a l  w ay  w ould be to ge t la rg e  s la b s  —  s a y  6 f e e t
■ ■ ....

h ig h  an d  4 fe e t  w ide - -  an d  s tan d  them  up in  the  su n lig h t; i f  n o t on site  in

so m e  s im i la r  p la c e , and  look  a t  them  in  lig h t and  shadow  an d  a l l  th e  ch an g es  

'o f  lig h t,  V . : : V ' ^

• V
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I  n e e d  to be ed u ca ted  on so  m any  fro n ts  - -  a s  an  a r c h i te c t ,  a  la n d sc a p e  

a rc h i te c t!  I  d e a l w ith  so  m u c h in  w h ich  I fe e l m y se lf  c o n s ta n tly  s t r iv in g ^  

to  m a s te r  m o r e  than  I  r e a l ly  have in  m y  h ead . I  am  s t i l l  no t h ap p y  ab o u t the 

la c k  of w indow s - -  the c los e d  in  look  of the L ib ra ry . The lo n g  low  bu ild ing

of the T e x as  School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e , the A rc h iv e s , the L a tin  A m e ric a n  

c o lle c tio n  —  I  lik e  v e ry  m uch  an d  the s i t e  re m a in s  su p e rb . A ll the m o re

re a s o n  w hy the lan d scap in g  th e re  m u s t too be  su p e rb . A s fo r  th e  E x ecu tiv e  

S u ite , I  a s k e d  them  to  sen d  co p ies  o f the p lan  to M arie  F e h m e r  an d  Ju a n ita  , 

R o b e r ts  fo r  fine  to o th  com bing  a s  to  the w ay Lyndon liv e s  in  h is  office! - -  

how he w o rk s  and  w h e re  O thers m u s t b e ..

F in a lly , a  l i t t le  b e fo re  6:00, we b ro k e  Up an d  I a sk e d  R oy to go w ith  

m e . W e d ro v e  a ro u n d  the U n iv e rs ity  of T e x a s cam p u s lo oking a t  sh e lls to n e : 

in  b u ild in g s . And p a r t ic u la r ly  looking  a t  the M em o ria l M useum  w hich  i t s e l f  

is  m ad e  of s h e lls to n e . O n the so u th w est s id e  JS fea^ ^ ^ '^ ^ 'ra th e r m o n o lith ic

s t r u c tu r e  - -  a s  c lo se  a s  I  m ay  g e t to  see in g  w h a t the L ib ra ry  w il l  look  l ik e .

I t w as tw ilig h t and  the p lay  of shadow  on the bu ild ing  w as  b ea u tifu l.

I t  w as  s tro n g , im pressive.-^-. I  fe l t  r e a s s u r e d  abou t w hat the L ib r a r y  m ig h t 

b e . i t  c e r ta in ly  h a s  s tre n g th , the fe e l  of the so u th w est. I  am  n o t s u re  

th a t  i t  h a s  g ra c e ,  o r  enough o p e n n e s s .

'VP o o r  M r .  B u n sh aft ju s t  d ie s  when you sp e a k  ab o u t w in d o w s!

.iMiwgiiiai
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I h e l ic o p te r e d  hom e fro m  C am p M a b r y  in  the  fad ing  tw ilig h t 

m y  a lw ay s  f a v o r i te  tim e  fo r  th is  c o u n try  - -  and  got to the h o u se  to h e a r  the 

r e s u l t s  o f the  p r e s s  c o n fe ren c e  w ith  th e Gov e r n o r s .  W ith H ughes a s  th e ir  

sp o k e sm a n  the  r e s u l t s  sounded lik e  they  w e re  n u llified , p r e s e n te d  a  m o re  _ 

u n ite d  f ro n t .  O nly  to  have H e a rn e s  of M is so u r i g e t off to the s id e  a lo n e , 

and  do so m e m o u th in g . - ,

And the agenda for the rest of the w ork ing  day  h ad  b e e n  the budget^ 

w ith  c o n fe re n c e s  w ith  S e c re ta ry  G a rd n e r . , . . .  .a n d  R a m se y  a n d  L y n d o n .. . .  

( re m a in d e r  of tap e  defective) '



W EDNESDAY, D ec em b er 21, oi8!6sax 1966 ( b a lan ce  of it)

W ednesday , D e c e m b e r 21 st co n tin u ed . The v i c i o u s  pounding 

b y  th e  P r e s s  goes on, p a r t ic u la r ly  c o lu m n is ts  w ith  E vans and  N o v a k  

le a d in g  th e  p a c k , and  the  "b a tt le  of the  b ook", and  expose ' ty p e  a r t ic le s  

on  the  am o u n t o f a c re a g e  th e  P r e s id e n t  has  bought up in  th e  H ill C oun t r y .  

I t  h a s  th e  o u tlin es  of a  cam p a ig n  sk illfu lly  m o u n ted  and  ab ly  g e n e ra le d .

One s m a l l  a n t i d o t e  w as th e  s to ry  ab o u t L y n d a 's

f i r s t  m a g a z in e  a r t ic le  in  M c C a ll ' s . I t w as a  b e au tifu l fe y  p ic tu re  

ta k e n  on th e  law n  of the  W hite H o u se .

'■ SEfaoaasidicyî


