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R guests, the Feustems as frequent v151tors, and six dogs to complete

o the household She was unrufﬂed and ha.ppy a.nd so were they.

= Lyndon came in and showered them w1th presents mcludmg

: iwestern ha.ts for the two men who put them on amld much laughter. R

‘their own'genuine"happine'ss is' one of the many rea.s'ons"yo'u ';l'ik'ethem;.}x -
When they left I went out w1th Mr. Carter and Mr Klem. we- o

‘ walked up a.nd down m front of the Mam House try'mg to chose a pla.ntmg

locatlon for my wonderful present from Mary Lasker -- 6 beaut1fu1

‘.:',ma,ﬂvsptoth’_',:.n tront"o’f‘the'house,'»'_south of the east cattle‘ guard and south of .

- the"‘west'c'a.ttle »guard..- -

The Washmgton commuter is st111 runnmg and Lyndon had a

,full da.y w1th h1s staff --'Bob K17tner and Harry McPherson and Doug

— —

’ Cater and Larry Levmson/\ a new one to mey| J'oe Ca.hfa,no, Ma.rvuj

George Chrlst1an. T_hey were all there for lunch, mcluding Vicki -

' ;,‘ At _every meetmg we 11ked the _‘Nugents 'more' ‘and.morev,'v' end_ T

o
&
- Thursday, December 22, 1966
:Thurs'da.y,v Dec. 22nd, | my fifty-fourth bi.rthd.é.}'r began with.-
Luci and Pet'bringing the Nugents and the Felfsteins down to‘visit' :
’ with us. They had spent the night before m the Ceda.r House. 'I‘he
e Nugents and the Feldgtems had come down for- Beth's Weddmg, a.nd
jLuc:. in her tmy a.partrnent ha.d the Nugents a.nd _HA/g/J(/ ﬂas house' A'

. Weepmg Che,rry-tre_gs‘commg bY _refrlgerated truck frorn Ne’w Jersey, Lo

'_:"'I'-’"’so far e‘s, Iknowthe first to be planted in this part of;;";‘[_‘exa.s_.]";_we chose B
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Corhettof Nennans.

down at the trailer.r Then in the la.te afternoon took Lynda. s

'w1th me to drwe along Ranch Road One very' slowly usmg the
» b1nocu1ars that Layrence Rockefeller had g1ven me and trymg <

S 41 'A"'to 1mag1ne what it would b_e ln_.ke"_whenthe ‘state park cazne into

t1me -- grea.tly enhance the pr1vacy and melt mto the landscape

R beautzfully, I thmk. A n1ce contmuatmn of the low stone fence
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~and Simon McHugh who were on their way to San Angelo

for Chr1stmas. L

Cec11 Ruby arrwed w1th a Chnstmas xkan& :

- . present of a.‘seven layer chocolate cake made by: ‘Helnn ‘,

l'nthe middle' of the afternoon, I did some decorating-

; existence. - We will need a few trees in stra.tegic places for - E

N
o

: screening to p.reserv'e a sense of prvivac‘y- and a feeling .of home, .
- and I think a stone wall would be very nice to repla.ce the wh:.te

Wooden fence around the swunmmg p:fxx pool It would be a

buffer from the wmd -- somethmg Lyndon has sought for 2 long

" to the west of the g'ate.. .

) Lynda and I went around the circumfence of the pro-
posed park very slowly several tunes, unagmed the approaches :

to the house from all angles and pretty well got the trees plaeed




s omethmg for my' b1rthday but I happ11y 1gnored all reppons:.bl_hty ) " :

- for 1t Glad to Just let it happen.

o NegleYS, the flrst I ha.d known of the guest 11st, and by the o . :

o tzrne we were back they had begun to stream m. Lynda had

: done a dear Job of assemlmg my favonte people ’ Homer -

and Dale Meeks, and of course it would not have been complete

e

v e e At s £

thoughﬁ I wﬂl ha.ve to get some‘(ng red ﬂags and sticks .

on a qu1et da.y after Chr1stmas, and be a httle more scientific

about 1t.

: -“Dark' drove us in. I knew Lynda a.nd Lyndon were plamnng

A 11tt1e before seven-th:.rty Lyndon asked me to ' >

go out to the South end of the runway w1t im to meet the -

ey

,.4;-‘

and E101se Thornberry, the Don Thomases, the J’ake P1ck1es,

V.

and Weez1e and Earl Deathe, and of course Jesse Kellam, L
and for the f1rst tu:ne w1th him a widow.‘ Jesse alWays .
speaks of his dates as "a w1dow" - Olga Bredt. I was. de-L

11ghted to see that Lynda had mcluded .]'ess:e Hunter because : .

-Chr1stmas 1s Just a reprleve for her, and she w111 be gomg o
- back to Houwton for cancer treatment very shortly after, and
- Tam so happy we can add some bnxnthx br1ghtness to th1s

fr1ghten1ng t:u:ne L

I wsas partlcularly dellghted that Melvm anszta

‘Winters were there. ‘Then they had a.lso asked the Da.le Malechecks
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o w1thout A w. Moursund ‘and Lyndon had asked the newcmmers

' ‘to the H1ll Country, .l' ohn and J o H1ll

We had drmks in the 11v1ng room and there was

o
IR

"laughter and merrunent, and all our swarmmg troubles were S

’:-temporarﬂy shelved

L Actually' the most touchmg bzrthday present I recelved 'f‘

lhad been announced the day before when Warren Woodward had o

'_.called me up m a consp1rator1a1 tone of. vo1ce a.nd sa1d he

=-wanted‘to’ see me to d1scuss somethmg:mth‘ me. I had arranged

Y .» H-.{,r- .

'Jto me et hun at Max Brooks offlce a.nd had spent the f1r t ten

mmutes of my 3 hours there w1th hnn 11stenmg to what was my'

e b1rthday present It was $l 000 and 1t came from lO of my e

closest £r1ends headed by Gov. .Tohn Connally, w1th Walter

m
H M

wmdmg up the l1st

ﬂia.nd/\Mr. .T ease Kellam and_” Woody, who had thought

H'-‘the 1dea up, selected 1t, a.nd of course as it was to be g1ven to 3
'some enterpr1se my heart wasl 1n, he had put somelthought to
what and had come up'w1th the 1dea of’the Un1ver31ty of Texas
o _ ‘and spec1f1ca11y_.the department of J'ournahsm. N ' -
\‘;‘ | . v' ‘ " : 4. IR v} -_..'-F.WAa,s.touched and thrilled beyond measure. _ Nothmg
RN like this. has ever'- .happene'd to.rne before. The thought that I - E
could be of some use to an mst1tut10n mkx or a progect:bdxynzxx 5




ﬁ 1oved was a thrﬂlmg surpr1se to me .and most of all I
"'llked the people he had chosen to ask. Woody understood
Weu : DT
: But tomght was fun and Just hﬂarlous glfts. .
_'We had barbecue - bnm:x buffet style -- and sat at two tables, -

: .i'and then b1rthday cake and champa%lwl.th marvelous toasts .

by Lyndon and Lynda and Luc1 at the end and of each in; i

""the1r very dlfferent ways I was very proud and very grateful
o ' " feeling
" "If one. 1s supposed bcnmxxh:a:x to reach a phxlosoph:.cal Immn:h

: ~"-one. . Maybe I rushed too much from event to event to stand e

as1de and look and feel but the plcture of LYndon and Lynda. L

E‘he real s1gn1f1cance of the day'

.T ake P1ck1e got in the sp1r1t of the thmg by gwmg

: ‘-_,me 2 rubber raft the better to r1de down r1vers, and Mary’

-and Mar1e gave me a slender and beaut1fu1 copy' of 'I‘rurnan i

"‘Capote s "A Chr1strna.s Memory" :
Luc1 and Pat ‘gave me a lusc1ous long sleeved
n1ght gown, as d1d L1z, not at all the kind for grandma, ‘and ‘
7 ~ ; , o - .AKat:.e Im&ﬂmm Louchhelm had sent the Ka.rnack Irnprovement -
| | | Assoc1at1on a check for $100 OO in honor of rny blrthday. Both

the Ka.rnackeﬁs a.nd I were overwhelmed.

w1th the, assmg of tune on one s b1rthday, , I d1d not on thls EESER

[RSTRSOCIIRRAINIYS BN S

-'and Luc1 as. they made the1r toasts rests happllY in my mmd as a

At da ikt
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: L‘yn_dé. even did the seating. It was an effortless

: ‘ﬂoatiﬁg evéning for me. ‘Nellié Connally ‘and ~M_ary, Laéke:

L had "yctal_lv'.e‘id me ari‘d'véished me a happy birthday, aridtiﬁde"ét*i o

it was,
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