
T h u rsd a y , D e c em b er 22, 1966

T h u rsd a y , D ec . 22nd, m y  f if ty - fo u r th  b ir th d a y  b e g a n  w ith  

L u c i and  P a t  b rin g in g  th e  N ugents and  th e  F eld ste in s  down to  v is i t  

w ith  u s .  T hey  had  sp e n t the  n igh t b e fo re  in  the  C e d a r  H o u se . The 

N ugents an d  the Felds te in s  had  com e down fo r  B e th ’s w ed d in g , and  

L u c i in  h e r  tin y  a p a r tm e n t had  th e  N ugents and  H e l e n e  a s  h o u se

g u e s ts ,  th e  F e lds te in s  a s  f re q u e n t v i s i to r s ,  and  s ix  dogs to  c o m p le te  

• . th e  h o u se h o ld . She w as u n ru ffled  and  happy  and  so  w e re  th e y ,

L yndon  cam e  in  and  sh o w ered  th e m  w ith  p r e s e n ts  in c lu d in g  

. w e s te rn  h a ts  fo r  th e  two m e n  who p u t th e m  on am id  m u c h  la u g h te r .  •

A t e v e ry  m e e tin g  w e lik e d  th e  N ugents m o re  an d  m o r e ,  and  

th e i r  own genu ine  h ap p in e ss  is  one of th e  m an y  r e a s o n s  you  lik e  th e m .

W hen th ey  le f t  I  w ent but w ith  M r. C a r te r  and  M r . K le in , we 

w alk ed  up and  down in  f ro n t of th e  M ain H ouse try in g  to  ch o se  a  p la n tin g  

lo c a tio n  fo r  m y  w o n d erfu l p r e s e n t  f ro m  M ary  L a s k e r  — 6 b e a u tifu l 

w eeping  c h e r r y  t r e e s  com ing  by  r e f r ig e r a te d  t ru c k  f ro m  New  J e r s e y ,  

so  f a r  a s  I  k n ow th e  f i r s t  to  b e  p lan te d  in  th is  p a r t  of T e x a s /  We ch o se  

a  sp o t in  f ro n t  of th e  h o u se , .sou th  of the  e a s t  c a ttle  g u a rd  and  so u th  of 

th e  w e s t c a tt le  g u a rd .

’ T he W ash ing ton  com m u te r  is  s t i l l  run n in g  and  Lyndon had  a

fu l l  day  w ith  h is  s ta f f  - -  Bob Kintn e r  and H a r ry  M c P h e rso n  an d  Doug

V ^  C a te r  and  L a r r y  L ev in so n  --a  new  one to m e -- Jo e  C a lifan o , M a rv in
' w  ■

G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n .  T h ey  w ere  a l l  th e re  fo r  lu n ch , inc lu d in g  V ick i .
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an d  Sim on M cH ugh who w ere  on th e i r  way to  San A ngelo  

fo r  C h r i s tm a s .

C ecil Ruby a r r iv e d  w ith  a  C h r is tm a s  KskaExsfc 

p r e s e n t  o f a  sev en  la y e r  ch o co la te  cake  m ad e  b y  H ele n  

C o rb e tt  of N e im an s .

In th e  m id d le  of th e  a f te rn o o n , I  did so m e  d e c o ra tin g  

down a t  th e  t r a i l e r .  T hen  in  th e  la te  a f te rn o o n  to o k  L ynda 

w ith  m e  to  d r iv e  a long R anch  Road One v e ry  s low ly  u s in g  th e  

b in o c u la rs  th a t  L a u r a nce  R o c k e fe lle r  h ad  g iv en  m e  an d  try in g  

to  im ag in e  w hat i t  w ould be  lik e  w hen th e  s ta te  p a r k  c a m e  in to  

e x is te n c e . We w ill n eed  a  few  t r e e s  in  s t r a te g ic  p la c e s  f o r  

s c re e n in g  to  p r e s e r v e  a  s e n se  of p r iv a c y  and  a  fe e lin g  of h o m e , 

and  I  th in k  a  s to n e  w a ll w ould he  v e ry  n ice  to  r e p la c e  th e  w hite 

w ooden fen ce  a ro u n d  th e  sw im m ing  ppcx-pool. I t  w ould  be a  

b u ffe r  f ro m  th e  wind — so m e th in g  Lyndon h as  so u g h t f o r  a  long 

t im e  - -  g re a t ly  enhance  th e  p r iv a c y  and  m e lt  in to  th e  la n d sc a p e  

b e a u tifu lly , I  th in k . A n ice  co n tin u a tio n  of the  low  s to n e  fen ce  

to  th e  w e s t of th e  g a te .

L ynda and I w ent a ro u n d  the circumference o f the  p r o -  

p o sed  p a rk  v e ry  s lo w ly  s e v e ra l  t im e s ,  im ag in ed  th e  a p p ro a c h e s  

to  th e  ho u se  f ro m  a l l  a n g le s , and  p r e t ty  w ell go t th e  t r e e s  p la c e d .

... I
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though^ I  w ill have to  g e t som e big  r e d  flag s  and  s tic k s

on a  q u ie t day a f te r  C h r is tm a s ,  an d be  a  l i t t le  m o re  s c ie n tif ic

ab o u t i t .

D a rk  d ro v e  us in . I  knew  L ynda and  L yndon  w e re  p lan n in g  

so m e th in g  fo r  m y  birth day  b u t I h ap p ily  ig n o re d  a l l  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  

fo r  i t .  G lad  to  ju s t  le t  i t  h ap p en .

A l i t t l e  b efo re , s e v e n - th ir ty  Lyndon a sk e d  m e  to  . ; ‘

go out to  th e  South end of th e  runw ay  w ith him  to  m e e t  th e

N eg ley s , th e  f i r s t  I  had  know n of th e  g u e s t l i s t ,  and  b y  th e  

t im e  we w e re  b a c k  th ey  had  begun  to  s tr e a m  in .  Lyn da had

done a  d e a r  jo b  of assem bling m y  fa v o rite  peop le  __ H o m er

. an d  E lo ise  T h o rn b e r ry ,  the Don T h o m a se s , th e  J a k e  P ic k le s ,  

a n d W eaz e  and E a r l  D ea th e , a n d of c o u rs e  J e s s e  K e llam , 

and  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  w ith h im  a  w idow . J e s s e  a lw ays 

sp eak s  of h is  d a te s  a s  " a  w idow " - -  O lga  B re d t .  I  w as d e -  

l ig h te d  to  se e  th a t  L ynda h ad  in c lu d ed  Jessie  H u n te r b e c a u se  

C h r is tm a s  is  ju s t  a  r e p r ie v e  fo r  h e r ,  and  she w ill be going 

b a c k  t o Hous to n  fo r  c a n c e r  t r e a tm e n t  v e ry  s h o r t ly  a f te r ,  and  

: I  am  so  happy  we can  add  som e bcDffldtx b r ig h tn e s s  to  th is  

frig h te n in g  t im e .

I w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  d e lig h ted  th a t M elv in  an d  N ita  

W in te rs  w e re  th e r e .  Then th ey  had  a ls o  a sk e d  th e  D ale M a le c h e k s  

an d  D ale M eek s, and  of c o u rse  i t  w ould n o t h av e  b e e n  c o m p le te

- X
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w ith o u t A . W. M o u rsu n d . And Lyndon had  a sk e d  th e  new co m e r s 

to  th e  H ill C o u n try , J o h n  and  Jo  H ill.

. We had  d r in k s  in  th e  liv in g  ro o m  and th e r e  w as

la u g h te r  and  m e r r im e n t ,  and  a l l  o u r sw a rm in g  t ro u b le s  w e re  

■ te m p o ra r i ly  sh e lv e d .

A c tu a lly  the m o s t  touch ing  b ir th d a y  p r e s e n t  I r e c e iv e d  ; 

h ad  b e e n  announced  th e  day  b e fo re  w hen W a rre n  W oodw ard  h ad  . 

c a lle d  m e  up in  a  c o n s p ir a to r ia l  tone of v o ice  and  s a id  he , 

w anted  to  s e e  m e  to  d is c u s s  so m eth in g  w ith  m e .  I  h ad  a r ra n g e d  ■

A  . /  to  m e e t  h im  a t  M ax B ro o k s ' o ffice and  had  sp e n t th e  f i r s t  te n   ■

i . m in u te s  of m y  3 h o u rs  th e r e  w ith  h im  lis te n in g  to  w hat w as m y  ’ i; ^

b ir th d a y  p r e s e n t .  I t w as $ 1 ,0 0 0  and  i t  cam e  f ro m  10 of m y

c lo s e s t  f r ie n d s  h ead ed  by  G ov. John  C o n n ally , w ith  W a lte r  < . 

w inding up th e  list,._aMdHiHiriHaMMMid^^i|BBBUiHikaifaailH|!lA i . ^

and of course M r . J e s se  K e llam  a n d  Woody,  who h ad  tho u g h t . 

th e  id e a  up, s e le c te d  i t ,  and  of c o u rse  a s  i t  w as to  be given to  

so m e  e n te r p r is e  m y  h e a r t  w as in , he h ad  p u t so m e thought to  

w h at, and  h ad  com e up w ith  th e  id e a  of th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f T ex as  

and  s p e c if ic a lly  th e  d e p a r tm e n t of J o u rn a l is m .

I  w as touched  and  th r i l le d  beyond  m e a s u r e .  N othing 

l ik e  th is  h as  e v e r  happened  to  m e  b e fo re .  T he th o u g h t th a t  I 

cou ld  be of som e u se  to  an  in s titu tio n  sc&x o r  a  p r o je c t  idxsesiaac
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^ I lo v ed  w as a  th r i l l in g  s u r p r i s e  to  m e  and m o s t o f a l l  I  . 

lik e d  th e  peop le  he had  ch o sen  to  a s k . W oody u n d e rs to o d  

w e ll. :

B ut to n ig h t w as fun and  ju s t  h ila r io u s  g if ts .

We had  b a rb e c u e  - -  buiBcx b u ffe t s ty le  - -  and  s a t  a t  tw o ta b le s .

an d  th en  b ir th d a y  cake  and ch am p agne w ith  m a rv e lo u s  to a s ts

b y  L yndon and L ynda and  L u c i a t  the end , and  o f  e a c h  in

th e ir ;  v e r y  d iffe re n t w ays I  w as v e ry  p ro u d  an d  v e ry  g ra te fu l .
fe e lin g

If one is  su p p o sed  txKSXKJcacx to  r e a c h  a  p h ilo so p h ic a l pandixd: 

w ith  th e  p a s s in g  of t im e  on o n e 's  b ir th d a y , I  d id  n o t on th is  

o n e . M aybe I  ru sh e d  too m u ch  fro m  ev en t to  e v e n t to  s ta n d  

a s id e  an d  lo o k  and  fe e l  b u t th e  p ic tu re  o f Lyndon and  L y n d a  

and  L u c i  a s  th e y  m a d e  th e i r  to a s ts  r e s t s  h ap p ily  in  m y  m in d  a s  

t he  r e a l  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  day

J a k e  P ic k le  go t in  th e  s p i r i t  of th e  th in g  b y  g iv ing  

m e  a  ru b b e r  r a f t ,  th e  b e t te r  to  r id e  down r iv e r s ,  and  M a ry  

and  M a rie  gave m e  a  s le n d e r  and b eau tifu l copy  of T ru m a n  

C a p o te 's  "A  C h r is tm a s  M e m o ry " .

L u c i and P a t  gave m e a  lu sc io u s  long  s le e v e d  

n ig h t gown, a s  d id  L iz , no t a t  a l l  the  k ind fo r  gran d m a, and 

K atie  T-mgAihgwxa: L o u ch h e im  had  s e n t th e  K a rn a c k  Im p ro v e m e n t 

A sso c ia tio n  a  check  fo r $100. 00 in  honor of m y  b ir th d a y . B oth  

th e  K a rn a c k e r s and I  w e re  o v e rw h e lm ed .



L ynda even  did th e  s e a tin g . I t  w as an  e f fo r t le s s  

flo a tin g  even ing  fo r  m e .  N ellie  C onnally  and M a ry  L a s k e r  

h a d  c a lle d  m e and  w ish ed  m e  a  happy  b irthday ,"  and  in d eed  

i t  w a s .
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