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C h r is t in a s  E v e , S a tu rd ay , D ecem b er 24th. w as a  m o rn in g  of 

l i t t l e  n o te . I  ro d e  a ro u n d  w ith  Lyndon an d  l is te n e d  to fe n c e -b u ild in g  ta lk  

w ith  J .  W. E a r ly  a.nd the Meyer  boy . We h a d  bought th e  D a n z  "b o y s " 

p ro p e rty ,; r ig h t  ad jo in ing  the D a n z  "g i r l s '" - -  a l l  of whom I  e x p e c t a r e  :

. in  th e i r  50 s  at least* . ^  ^ .

■ : . I  sp e n t a n  h o u r  o r  so  .of d e c o ra tin g  and  a r ra n g in g  th in g s  a t  the C e d a r  

h o u se , ta lk in g  to the F i l i p i n o s ab o u t how I  lik e  fo r  th ings to  lo o k , p lac in g  

a s h  t r a y s  and  w a s te  b a s k e ts  in  the r ig h t  ro o m s  and  see in g  th a t th e re  a r e  > 

c o a t h a n g e r s  a n d  e x tr a  b lan k e ts  an d  e x tr a  p illow s in  the c lo s e t.

I  s lid e  th ro u g h  l ife  too m u ch  w ith o u t ge tting  th a t done .  ̂ . v 

L y n d o n  an d  I  w en t w ith  D a le  M alech ek  and  D ale M eeks to  d r iv e

th ro u g h  th e  M a rtin  a n d  D a n z  an d  ^ s c u s  a the feed  th a t we w e re  g iv ing  the  

d e e r .  ■ An d th en  I  r e tu rn e d  to  the R an ch  h o u se . We sto p p ed  b y  the 

co m m u n ica tio n s  t r a i l e r  to  in v ite ;a ll  of the sw itch b o a rd  g i r l s  o r  m en . to 

co m e in  a n d h av e  eggnog and  co o k ies  w ith  u s  a f te r  d a rk .;  And then  in to  

the  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  h o u se  w hich  u se d  to be the M ex ican  house  r ig h t  b eh in d  

o u r s , 'a n d  i t  ha s j u s t  b een  done o v e r . And i t  i s  now fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  a  

c o m fo rta b le  p lac e  fo r  them  to sa y . And a  p ic tu re  w indow  w h e re  th ey  can  

k eep  w a tc h  o v e r  o u r  co m in g s  an d  go ings.

A fte r  lunch , Lyndon an d  I  le f t  in  the J e ts ta r  w ith  only  Ja k e  and  

D r . B u rk le y  and  the S e c re t S e rv ic e  to go to K elly  A ir  F o rc e  B a se  on a 

p o ignan t v is i t  f o r  C h r is tm a s  E ve to g re e t  w ounded G I s  who w e re  r e tu rn in g  

■to T e x a s . ...y ,  ■. ■



MEMORANDUM 

■ i

\

■ ' -j
■ ■

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S B I M O T O M

S a tu rd a y , D e cem b er 24, 1966 P ag e  2

I  We lan d e d  an d  m e t the H en ry  G o n za le zes, spoke v e ry  q u ie tly  to 

a  s m a ll  g ro u p  who w e re  lin e d  up beh ind  the ro p e s  w aiting  a t  the B a s e .

Lyndon d id  n o t in ten d  to m ak e  a sp ee ch . A nd then  the p lane c am e  in  -- 

a n  a m bula n c e  p lan e . Lyndon w ent a b o a rd  and m a t the m en  and  th en  - 

c am e  down s o le m n .  We s to o d  a t  the foo t of the s te p s  - -  he and  I  an d  ;

L y n d a ;- -  she h a d  jo in ed  u s . She had  sp en t the n ig h t b e fo re  w ith  W a rrie  

L ynn to go to h e r  p a r ty  - -  the h ap p ily  lo o k e d -fo r  ev en t w hich  th a t  d e a r e s t  

of  g i r l s  h ad  g iven  fo r  L u c i and  P a t  and  a n o th e r  young couple who w e re  

ab o u t to be  m a r r i e d .^ A n d  th en  they  b eg an  to f i le  down the s te p s  - -  

20 e v a c u e e s , in c lu d in g  two c h ild re n  of s e rv ic e m e n  s ta tio n e d  in  the F a r  E a s t  - -  

w ith  b an d ag ed  a r m s  o r  leg s  an d  s ile n t ,  s tunned  f a c e s .  Suddenly a s  th e  f i r s t  

one a p p ro a c h e d  the bo ttom  o f  the s te p s , the s m a ll c row d b u r s t  in to  sp o n tan eo u s  

a p p la u se . T h e re  w as u t te r  s t i l ln e s s  - -  n e v e r  had  i t  fe l t  so  c lo se  - -  a  s tr a n g e  • 

w a r .  A nd then su d d en ly  beh ind  m e th e re  w as a  h a p p y so u n d , " T h e re  he is ,  ■ ^ 

th e r e ' s m y  b o y " , and  a  p r e t ty  la d y  b ru sh e d  p a s t  u s w ith  a  " P le a s e  ex c u se  . 

m e , M r; P re s id e n t" ,  and  a  l i t t e r  c a se  c am e  down the s te p s  and  a young 

m a n  r a is e d  h is  h ead  and  g rin n e d . H is  m o th e r  k is s e d  him  and  then  she 

tu rn e d  to u s  and  sa id , " I  am  s o r r y ,  M r. P re s id e n t ,  bu t th is  i s  m y  boy.

W e ju s t  h e a r d  l a s t  n ig h t th a t he had  b ee n  h i t . "  How in c re d ib le ! A ll th o se  

th o u san d s  of m ile s  aw ay  and  then  sudden ly  th is  a f te rn o o n  he is  h o m e. He 

w a s  P r iv a te  F i r s t  C la s s  A lex  H udson III. H is f a th e r  se e m e d  s tu n n ed , b u t ;

h is  m o th e r  only  happy . T hey lo ad ed  h im  in to  a  b ig  am b u lan ce  in  a  s o r t  •
• 1*
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of a  h am m o ck , and  h is  m o th e r  s a t  ho ld ing  h is  hand . T he l a s t  of th e  20 

,. c a m e  down, and  s i le n tly  they  w ent th e ir  w ays and  the c lap p in g  d ie d .

C:;:;:’ T h en  the th re e  of u s  b o a rd e d  the J e ts t a r .  I fe lt  bu ffe ted  by  e m o tio n s ,

d eep  r e s p e c t  fo r  th o se  young m en , an d  fo r  an  o rg a n iz a tion  th a t co u ld  g e t ' 

them  a l l  the  w ay  fro m  V i e t n a m  b a c k  h e re  to San A ntonio w ith in  h o u rs  

; o f b e in g  w ounded.  And a  s h a tte r in g  sym pathy  fo r anybody th a t 's  go t any  

" y e s es" an d  "n o s "  to. s a y  ab o u t th is  w ar - -  M cN am ara , W e s tm o re la n d , L yndon. 

i. ,;. We w e re  b a c k  a t  the  R an ch  by  4 :30 ,. and  i t  w as Ch r is tm a s  E v e .

 ̂ - T ony  an d  M a t i a n na  h ad  a r r iv e d ,  I had  so  looked fo rw a rd  to th e ir

 ̂ ^  It i s  n ic e  to_ have fa m ily  a nd to like, fa m ily  - - ' n o t m e re ly  love th e m .

H av in g  h ad  on ly  two b r o th e r s ,  I  am  in  a  p o s itio n  to  a p p re c ia te  la r g e  fa m ilie s  

an d  .to be g ra te fu l  fo r  w hat I h av e .

Lyndon an d  I  an d  Luci an d  P a t and  Tony and M a t i a nn a  d ro v e  a ro u n d  , 

. the. M a rtin  and  the  D a n z .  We stopped  in  L eila 's  ho u se  wh e r e  sh e  h a s  h e r  

.  ̂ ; b r o th e r  an d  s i s t e r - in - la w  spend ing  C h r is tm a s  w ith  h e r ,  and  we h ad  a  d r in k . 

\--^rSy . : We  ta lk ed  fam i l y  a  t im e s  in  an  a tm o sp h e re  in  w hich  I  am  s u re  n o t one

^ p e r s o n  p^ hu sb an d  a s  the P re s id e n t  o f the U n ited  States:.

in  the c a r  we d ec id ed  to go an d  see  the q u a il - -  a  

C h r is tm a s  g ift f ro m  the  John  H ills  - -  140 I b e lie v e , w h ich  b e c a u se  of the 

b itin g  co ld  an d  hoping  th a t th ey  co u ld  g e t u se d  to th e ir  new  hom e w e h ad  pu t 

in  SIESK w hat u s e d  to be the tu rk e y  pen. We had  put s o m e  food a n d  w a te r  

in  fo r  th em , bu t th e  cold was p ie rc in g . A nd Lyndon sa id , " If  we d o n 't  g e t them

•, .-r.J -----
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so m e k in d  of c o v e r  they  a r e  going to  f r e e z e  ton igh t." He h ad  a s k e d  D ale 

a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  i f  he c o u ld n 't  f in d  an  o ld  doghouse o r  a  b ig  box  of so m e  

k ind . I  l i t t l e  l a t e r  I h e a rd  D ale on the ta lk in g  m ach in e  say in g , " Je w e ll, 

go ou t and  open those  b o y s ' C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n ts .  I  n eed  th o se  b o x e s ," : 

^Ijiything in to  the  b re a c h .

^0 /

h is  s ons h ad  each  g o tten  a  s m a ll  d e sk  f o r  

C h r is tm a s .  J u s t  a  fine  hom e fo r  the q u a il!

• W hen we a r r iv e d  a t the tu rk e y  pen , n ig h t h ad  fa lle n , a n d  the  c a r  '

\  ̂ ' l ig h ts  r e v e a le d  th a t som e of th o se  q u a il had  go tten  ou t of th a t p e n . So 

, Lyndon an d  P a t  an d  Tony an d  the S e c re t  S e rv ice  got out and  b eg an  "to 

r  - p a tie n tly  t r y  to s h o o  them  in—  one hold ing  the gate  an d  the o th e r s  ^

c a u tio u s ly  w alk ing  beh in d  an d  sh ish in g  the q u a il b a c k  in to  the pen , w h ile  '

L u c i and  M a t i a nn a  and  I c o lla p se d  in  la u g h te r .  Lyndon d id  n o t g ive up ,

. and  he an d  P a t  w o rk e d  a t  i t  un t i l  the l a s t  one w as sa fe ly  b ac k  in . Wh a t  

a n  h i la r io u s  w ay to sp en d  C h r is tm a s  Eve!

: B ac k  a t  the house  a f i r e  w as going, an d  i t  w as p a s t  7: 00 . A nd 

 ̂ > - p r e t ty  soon  the te lephone  o p e r a t o r s  w hom  I h ad  in v ited  e a r l i e r  in  the

day  c a m e  o v e r . - And th e re  w as a  g re a t  bowl of eggnog a n d  lo ts  of co o k ie s  

on the s id e b o a rd  in  the dining ro o m  - -  the ho u se  w as b ea u tifu lly  d e c o ra te d .

I t  w as H e le n 's  do ings, w ith  b a lsa m  ro p e  a long the m a n te l p ie c e s  in  the 

b ig  liv in g  room  and  the den and  wound a ro u n d  the s ta i r  r a i l ,  a  m is t le to e  bough 

hang ing  fro m  th e  lig h t f ix tu re s  and  h o lly  fro m  the W hite H ouse an d  a  g r e a t
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b r a s s  bow l on the din ing  ro o m  ta b le . And C h r is tm a s  c a ro ls  go ing .

L yndon in v ite d  in  the S e c re t S e rv ice  and  the m il i ta ry  p e rso n n e l an d  the 

' W jaeo m an . :V ;

- We a l l  f i l l ed  eggnog s e v e ra l  t im e s , o r  a  d r in k .

 ̂ ; A nd I  show ed them  th e  r e d -v e lv e t  no se  on the d e e r  w hich  h a s  b e e n  th e re  

e a c h  y e a r  s in c e  1952, a nd  the  r e d  s a tin  C h r is tm a s  s to ck in g s  w ith  o u r 

n a m e s  on them  hangin g ^ i i j^ p m  th e ^ ma n te l w h ich  N eva  h ad  g iv en  ̂ us  We 

 c a n 't  q u ite  r e m e m b e r  w hen b u t w e th ink  i t  w as w hen L u c i w as  2 o r  3 y e a r s  

, o ld . And the’ lo v e ly  a n g e l fro m  G e rm a n y  b ro u g h t lay He lg a  K n a p 's  husb an d .

 ̂ o ld ,  T ony and  M at a nna w e r e good h e lp  v is it in g  w ith  r e a l  in te r e s t  w ith  ; , :

■ /  a l l  the p eop le  who w o rk  a ro u n d  u s .  And i f  w as a n ice  h o u r. S o m etim e  o r  - 

; ^o th e r  L y n d a  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  h a d  f lo w n  to D allas  to m e e t  G eo rg e . It 

w a s  a  la te  d in n e r  w hen th ey  re tu rn e d , arid we s a t  down a t  the ta b le .  Lyndon 

an d  I  and  the two T a y lo rs  and  the two N ugents and  L ynda and  G eo rg e  an d  

- ' Jak e  and M a rie . How good M a rie  is  to  have re tu rn e d . She h ad  b e en  to see  

: h e r  fo lk s  fo r  on ly  abou t 24  h o u rs  an d  b y  h e r  own in s is te n c e  had  com e b a ck  

■t o  h e l p . ‘  ̂ -y :.:  ̂: ;:V:;

A fte r  d in n e r  we w ent in to  the o ffice  and  had  the o n s lau g h t on the 

C h r is tm a s  t r e e .  M ary  and  J a m e s  and  th e ir  th re e  c h ild re n  and  G e r tru d e  

a n d  L ee  jo in ed  u s  an d  i t  w as an  h o u r of P andem onium  w ith  sq u e a ls  of 

d e lig h t - -  e s p e c ia lly  fro m  L u c i w hen she d isc o v e re d  som e tin y  d iam ond  

e a r r in g s  w hich  P a t  h ad  g iven  h e r .  I  h ad  an  album  of w edding p ic tu re s  
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fro m  L u c i w ith  a n  in c o m p a ra b le  in s c r ip tio n  fro m  h e r* . She h a s  a  g ift 

of e x p re s s io n  th a t w ill s e rv e  h e r  w e ll in  life . And a  fo ld e r  o f D oviet 

l i th o g ra p h s  fro m  L ynda w ith  an  h i la r io u s  one abou t the budget - -  a  fa t

w om a n  be in g  w re s t le d  in to  a  c o r s e t .  T h is  i s  a  F re n c h  budget in  1969! 

A w a tch  fro m  Lyndon an d  so m eth in g  I  p a r t ic u la r ly  en joyed , a  jug  of w ine 

fro m  the n e ig h b o rs , the B ur g s ,  an d  a copy  of D ickens, " C h r is tm a s  C a ro l" 

f ro m  som eone on  the s ta ff. .

'C lo s e  t o  12:00 the f lo o r  w as a  sh am b les  and  ev ery b o d y  h a d  th e ir  

' p r e s e n ts ,  though no t a l l  of m in e  w ere  opened ti l  two days l a t e r .  We

■ r e a l iz e d  th a t  if  we w e re  going to  m ake m id n ig h t M ass  we h ad  to h u r ry .  . .

So I ch an g ed  q u ick ly  fro m  a  h o s te s s  gown in to  a  d r e s s .  A nd in  the s ta tio n  

w agon  w ith  Lyndon d riv in g , L uc i and  P a t,  L yn da and  G eo rg e , M a rie  and  

J a k e , an d  M a t i a nna and  I, w en t to  St. F r a n c is  X a v ie r  a t  S tonew all. T ony

b id  u s  goodnight.

; > T h e re  w e re  only  abou t two c a m e ra m e n  o u ts id e . We w e re  r e a l ly

■ a  s u r p r i s e  to th em . A nd the sm a ll  c h u rc h  w as fu ll of f a m il ia r  f a c e s .

A nd th e  n ic e s t  thing a b o u t i t  w a s I th in k  i t  m ade L uc i a  l i t t l e  h a p p ie r  th a t 

we, w e r e  w ith  h e r .  ; ^ V- ■ ' v '

By 1:00 we w e re  b ack  hom e, an d  I w en t to b ed  giv ing  m y s e lf  the 

lu x u ry  of re a d in g  b e fo re  I w ent to s le e p .
■ 11~ I 
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