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- ‘Christmas ',Eve',. Saturday, Decernber 24th, was a morning. of '

11 o llttle note, I rode around w1th Lyndon and hstened to fence—bu1ld1ng talk

’ . " .".‘: t‘ ) .l .
w1th J._ W. Early and the Ivl';‘(er boy. We had bought the Danyz boys' M

L "o,
BSOS Ve ‘.

o property, rlght ad;ommg the Dan'z gn'ls'h -- a.ll of whom I expect are -

o in the1r 50'54.3"5”" M' "‘ R s T

" I spent an hour or so of decoratmg and arrangmg thmgs at the Cedar

h ."~._;-.house, talkmg to the Phrhppmo' about how I l1ke for thlngs to look placmg '

. ash trays and waste baskets m the r1ght rooms and seemg that there are

And then I returned to the Ranch house.\ We stopped by the‘ L

L commumcatmns tra11e.r to 1nv1te all of the sw1tchboard gxrls or men to

and have eggnOg and cook1es w1th us- after dark And then 1nto

: the Secret Serv1ce*house whlch used to be the Mex1can house rlght behmd

N jours, and 1t has Just been done over. And_ 1t is now.for‘ the f:.‘rst time_ _a ’, -

s

cornfortable- placejfor’them .to stay ) And a ?icture‘Window wh‘e‘re they"can E

- -keep’watch over our "coming'swand go'ings."'-

,{/;;;; | i | After lunch, Lyndon and I left in the Jetstar w1th only Jake and
~“ v l.Dr. Burkley and the‘ Secret Serv1ce to go to Kelly A1r Force Base on a | _> :', 4
' po1gnant ﬁs1t for Chnstmas Eve to greet wounded GI'.s who were returmng ‘
. to 'rexat;;_.m_;;;'_”.: - { R R S e o " L i




)

an a_mbulance pl_ane. . Lyndon went abeard and met the men and then’
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’ f We landed and met the Henry Gonzalez’, spoke very quletly to
‘a small group who Were lmed up behmd the ropes wa:.tmg at the Base. ',

Lyndon d1d not 1ntend to make a speech. _ And then the plane came 1n ---.

) JRR
. V.

e :;me, Mr.- Pre51dent", and a 11tter case came down the steps and a young

».Ab»,‘.'. L R et

. m an ra1sed h1s head and grmned H1s mother k1ssed h1m and then she .

,..\.,-.i .

-turned to us and sa1d "I am sorry, Mr. Pres1dent, but thJ.S is my boy
' AWe Just heard last n1ght that he had been h1t " How mcredlble\. All those

thousands of m11es away and then suddenly th1s afternoon he is home. He

 was anate Flrst Cla.ss Alex Hudson III His father seemed stunned but o

his mother only happy. .‘They loaded him“_into a big a_mbulanee in a sOx_-t '

And then suddenly behmd me there was a happy sound "There he 1s,

o there s my boy" and a. pretty lady brushed past us w1th a "Please excuse -
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 of a hammock and h1s mother sat holdmg h1s hand The last of the 20

came down, and sﬂently they went the1r ways and the clappmg d1ed

m';"'.Then the three of us boarded the Jetstar. I felt buffeted by emot1ons, o .

'-_-;,ldeep e_spect for thos: young men, and for an orgamzatxon that could get :

H‘them »-a.ll the way from V1et Nam back Iher' to San Antomo w1th1n hours

ony and Maynana had arnved I had’:so looked forward to the1r. :

'5:yndon and I and ch1 and Pat and Tony and Max‘nana dro e around o

. 1"__the Mart1n and the Danfz., We stopped 1n Le;la s house where she has her

. ':_.'brother and smter—m-—lawispendlng Chrlstmas wlth her, and we had av drmk o

- ':‘---Wetalked.fam 11y and old txmes 1n an atmosphere 1n Wthh I am sure not one , S
- ;_'"-person present thought of my husband as the Pres1dent of the Umted States. :
o fAnd then back in the car we dec:.ded to go and see the qua11 = a-' ‘ : S
‘Chnstmas g1ft from the John H1lls - 140 I beheve, whxch because of the '
M\" - _ b1t1ng cold and hop1ng that they could get used to the).r new home we had put S
@ ~in m what used to be the turkey pen. We had put som e food and water .' 3
in for them, ‘but the coldApzercxng._ And Lyndon sa.1d "If we don‘t get them "
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" some kmd of cover they are gmng to freeze tomght " He had asked Dale

a 11ttle earher l.f he couldn't fmd an old dOghOuse or 4 blg box of some _

’ kmd I httle later' I heard Dale on the talking machine“s‘aying," "Jewel,
"--“-'go out and open those boys' Chr:.stmas presents. 1 need:tho'se_f'hoxes,’"“”' e

@.nythnxg mto the bre%‘ch.

f—_ LT ' . : ") o ey "
N Later I found out h1s sons had each gotten a small desk for

Sy

Chr\is:tmas‘. 5 "Just a ﬁne-?home for the qua11.“~ﬂ.~;‘..‘?f‘-

When we arnved at:the turkey pen, mght had fallenﬁ-and the "carf

(\. - lhghts revealed that ‘some of» those quall had gotten out of that pen. g

L j‘ Lyndon ‘and Pat and Tony and the Secret Serv1ce got out and began to

'--‘ patlently try to shew’them m - one holdmg the gate and the others :

cautxously walk:.ng behmd and sh1sh1ng the qua11 back mto the pen, wh1le',';7 Ee
L Luc:. and Ma1{t1ana and I collapsed 1n 1aughter. Lyndon d1d not nge up, o

e "and he and Pat worked at 1t unt11 the last one was safely back in." -What :

v , a_.n h11ar1ous way;to spend Chnstmas Eve. =

S Back at the house a f1re was go1ng, and 1t was past 7 00 And
\ -vpretty soon the telephone operator s whom I had 1nv1ted earl1er 1n the j ;" .
' 4_day cam e over._ And there was a great bowl of eggnog and lots of COOkleS

" on the s1deboard in the dmmg room -- the house was beautlfully decorated

—.

L : " It was Helen s domgs', with balsam rope along the mantel pieces in the
0.. _ b1g lxvmg room and the den and wound around the stair. ra1l a m1st1etoe W

hang1ng from the hght f1xtures and holly from the Whlte House and a great

—

e ey e e et e T e . o . L . e g R

Lo
S




DA AP N i AN

'MEMORANDUM "

N R Tl I

PR I AT CONE N .
a4

g TR THE WHITE HOUSE

"‘;@d o : : Sl T _‘ wunmcron

Saturday, Devcemb'er'zv4 1966 - " Page 5.
brass"b‘owl on.t‘he‘dining roorn" table. And Chnstmas carols gomg. » -
;Lyndon 1nv1ted m the Secret Servrce and the m111tary personnel and the
S ey ) ' ’ : PRI
W_a::e man.

' We all fﬂled our cups w1th eggnog several tlmes, or a drmk

,>And I showed them fhe red velvet nose on the deer whddch has b , n there o

__all the people who work around us. ) And 1t was a n1ce hour.; Somenme or’

&.» .

L was a late d1nner when they returned and we sat down at the table. Lyndon'-"'t

4‘_and 1 and the two Taylors and the two Nugents and Lynda”and George a.nd

4.-_’Jake and Mane. _ How good Mane 1s to have returned.”»e,,She had been to see

‘ Af'ter, dinner we wen’t‘i“nto’ the foff'ice and had the ‘onslanght on the.

Ch;r'istmas tree. Mary and James and their three ehildren and Gertrude-

~~ . and Lee joined us and it was an hour of Pandemonium with squeals of

[ e TR

' @ _ delight -- especially from Luci when she discovered some tiny: diamond
. "earri'n_gs which Pat had given her. Ihad an album of wedding p_iétures g
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‘lhthographs from Ly'nda. Wlth a.n h11ar1ous one about the budget --a fa.t :‘:;f_ -
woman bemg wrestled mto a corset. Ttns isa Freeclr budgetvm 17%9. |
.A Qatch from L;Ivrndonl a;nd.sorraethmg I.partlcelarif enJo;red ; jug 'of w;n; o
from ‘the ;elgooors'tﬁe ﬁerge, and a copy of D1ckens, "'Chr.lstmas Car()l“?‘.fﬁjf -

;‘fr,om ofpeone on the f"s‘ta'ff .

) “And the n1cest thmg about 1t was I thmk 1t made Luc1 a 11tl:.1e happler that .

L we. were w1th her... _j'} o
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ffrom Luc1 W1th an mcomparable 1nscr1pt10n from herx.v She has e' gift

~-A_of expressmn that w111 serve her well in 11fe. : And a folder of Dovxet

’a”siii'ﬁri'ée 'io' the'fri. . 'Aﬁd'ihé’.smanf-’éhﬁr“ch wa"s fuli-“.b'f’"f'ar{;mai- faces, - Lo

' By 1: 00 we were back home, a,nd I went to bed gwmg myself the

vluxury of readmg before I went to sleep.




