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I t  w a s  c o ld  a n d  b r i g h t .  I t  w as  a  day  I  h a d  lo o k e d  fo r w a r d  to   ' ;

b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a n x io u s  to  m a k e  a  s u c c e s s  o f  the P r e s i d e n t 's  P r o c la m a t io n  u

of 1967 a s  Y o u th  fo r  C o n s e rv a tio n  a n d  N a tu ra l  B ea u ty  Y e a r .  I  a m  a n x io u s  

to  h a v e  th e  g a th e r in g  o f .the young  fo lk s  - -  13 r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  f ro m  l a s t  

J u n e 's  c o n fe re n c e  u p o n  ..the s u b je c t  - -  be  a  s u c c e s s .  T h e y  a r e  c o m in g  

to  the R a n c h  a t  10:30 w ith  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  TV c o v e ra g e . L y n d o n  w o u ld  

r e a d  th e  P r o c la m a t io n .  H o p efu lly  i t  w o u ld  g e t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f p u b lic i ty  

a n d  giv^^  ̂ th e  w ed g e  to go b a c k  hom e^ to; J a c k s o n , ;M is s is s ip p i  a n d  ' ,

P a w tu c k e t, R h o d e  I s la n d ,^ e tc .  a n d  g e t their_^various c h a p te r s  o f G ir l  •

S co u ts  a n d  B oy  S co u ts  a n d  4 -H  a n d  F u tu r e  F a rm e r s  a n d  YW CA to  m a k e  

c o n s e r v a t io n  an d  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  th e i r  w hole  e n v iro n m e n t  p ic tu r e  - -  th e i r  

p r o g r a m s  - - f o r  th e  y e a r .’ I  w a n t to  m o b i l iz e  th e  young fo lk s  in  a n y w a y  

th a t  w e c a n  - -  e n l i s t  th e i r  e x c ite d  i n t e r e s t .  /

: D ian a  i s  th e  r a m r o d  fo r  a l l  o f the  you th  o rg a n iz a t io n s  f o r  th e  o n e -  

y e a r  fo llo w  up  a f t e r  th e , c o n fe re n c e . :And th is  P r o c la m a t io n  h a d  b e e n , I 

b e l ie v e ,  h e r  id e a .  B u t the w e a th e r  w a s  b itin g . We c o u ld n 't  h a v e  i t  in  

th e  y a rd .  W hat n e x t ? T h e  h a n g a r  ? I t  lo o k s  a  l i t t l e  c o ld  a n d  b le a k .  T h e r e  . 

w o u ld  b e  a  p o o l o f 18, so  w e d e c id e d  to  do i t  in  the  l iv in g  ro o m .

T h e  young  fo lk s  d ro v e  u p  in  a  b u s  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  10:30, a n d  I  w e n t 

. o u t to  m e e t  th e m . T h e n  L y ndon  c a m e . A nd a  f in e  lo o k in g  young  b u n ch  th e y

w e r e ,  le d  b y  th e  tw o c h a ir m e n ,  J a c q u e lin e  S h a rp , a  N e g ro  g i r l ,  a n d  G e o rg e
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F o x . A nd g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  r e p r e s e n t in g  the  w ho le  U n ited  S ta te s ,  f ro m  

N ew  Y o rk  to  H a w a ii. A nd  I  w a s  p ro u d  th a t  th e r e  w a s  one T e x a s  g i r l  f ro m  

K in g s v ille  on  i t .

I  h a d  ta lk e d  to  T om  Jo h n so n  e a r l i e r  to  e n l i s t  h is  c o o p e r a t io n  a n d  

to  im p r e s s  on h im  th a t  I  w a s  v e r y  a n x io u s  to g e t the m o s t  co v e  r a g e  w e  

c o u ld . H e w a s  b u t to  h a n d le  i t .  T h e y  d id  p ic tu r e s  of the  fo u r  o f  u s  - -  

L y n d o n  a n d  I  a n d  the  tw o c h a ir m e n  b y  the  f ro n t  g a te  w h e re  th e  C h r i s tm a s  

w r e a th  s t i l l  h u n g . \ A n d  th e n  of th e  w h o le  g ro u p  in  fro n t, of the  fe n c e  u s in g  : 

th e  h o u se  a s  the  b a c k g ro u n d . T h e  p r e s s  s e e m e d  a p a th e tic  - -  d u lly  i n t e r e s t e d  

i f  a t  a l l .  V I  h a d  p u t o u t co ffe e  a n d  c o o k ie s  a n d  t r i e d  m y  h a r d e s t  to  be  

h o s p i ta b le  a n d  fu l l  of C h r is tm a s  s p i r i t  a n d  g e t them  to  a s k  q u e s t io n s  o f , 

the  young p e o p le  - -  in te r v ie w  th e m . I  do n o t b e l ie v e  th a t a  s in g le  one d id .

^,Then w e w e n t in s id e  a b o u t 30 of u s  - -  c ro w d in g  in to  the  l iv in g  ro o m  

a n d  L y n d o n  r e a d  th e  P r o c la m a t io n .  W ithou t n o te s  I  m a d e  a  l i t t l e  ta lk  a b o u t 

th e  ro le  y o u th  c o u ld  p la y  in  w h a t h a p p e n s  to  b u r  e n v iro n m e n t i n  th e  n e x t  

d e c a d e . R a r e ly  do  I  th in k  I  d id  w e ll .  I  d id  th e n . . A nd  I  do f e e l  I  saw  a  

f l i c k e r  of i n t e r e s t  a m o n g  th e  w o m en  w ho a c c o m p a n y  m e  on  a l l  o f m y  t r i p s .

I  u r g e d  e v e ry b o d y  to  h av e  m o re  c o o k ie s  a n d  co ffee  a n d  s u g g e s te d  

th a t  w e lik e  to  ta k e  th e  young p e o p le  a ro u n d  to s e e  the  R an c h , d iv id in g  u p  

in to  tw o s ta t io n  w a g o n s , L y n d o n  d r iv in g  one a n d  I  the  o th e r .  B u t n o t u n t i l  

a f t e r  the  p r e s s  h a d  h a d  a l l  the  tim e  i t  w a n ted  to  th e m . No i n t e r e s t  w a s  

e v id e n c e d . I  f e l t  d is a p p o in te d . I  h a d  t r i e d  h a r d ,  a n d  I  do n o t  know  w h e re  

I  h a d  fa i le d .  A t a n y  r a t e  I  w a s  g la d  I  h a d  g iv en  th em  in  m y  l i t t le ,  ta lk  s o m e
d . . . .....
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v ig n e t te s  of w h a t th e s e  young  fo lk s  h a d  done b a c k  in  th e i r  h o m e  to w n s . • 

P e r h a p s  th a t  w i l l  s in k  to  r e s t  in  th e i r  m in d , an d  s o m e tim e  a  s e e d  w il l  

s p r in g  u p . ,

So w e to o k  th e  13 young fo lk s  a n d  D iana  dow n b y  the  h o u s e  w h e re  

L y n d o n  w a s  b o r n  a n d  th e  c e m e te r y  a n d  the  l i t t l e  sc h o o lh o u se  a n d  th ro u g h  

th e  R e a g a n  to  s e e  the  d e e r .  A nd  s o m e w h e re  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  12:00 w e w e re  

b a c k  a t  th e  m a in  h o u se  th ey  p i le d  in to  th e i r  b u s  a n d  s a id  g o o d b y e ,- 

a n d  I  r u s h e d  o u t a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te  w ith  enough  b o o k m a rk s  f o r  e a c h  o f 

th e m  f o r  a  tin y  C h r i s tm a s  m e m e n to . ̂^̂^̂^̂ , .

; V I  h av e  e n jo y e d  th e s e  d e e r s k in  bo o km a r k s ^ '^  a m  d e te r m in e d  .

to  g e t a  l i t t l e  h o u se  w o rk  done d u r in g  th is  s ta y . % A nd one" m a in  o b je c t iv e  

i s  to  f ix  up  M a r y  a n d  J a m e s '  h o u s e . W e'v e p a in te d  the outside a. L a m b e rt 

g re e n  a n d  p u t on w h ite  s h u t t e r s .  A nd w e 'v e  p a in te d  m o s t  of th e  r o o m s  o f  

th e  in s id e .  Now I  a m  g e tt in g  sh a d e s  a n d  a  m a tc h in g  b e d s p r e a d  f o r  t h e i r  

d a u g h te r .  A n d  le n d in g  th em  so m e  R u s s e l l  p r in t s  fo r  the  b o y s ' ro o m . 

N o th ing  c o u ld  b e  e n o u g h / fo r  p e o p le  w ho a d d  so  m u c h  to  o u r c o m fo r t .

So th a t  w a s  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  dow n to  th e i r  h o u s e . A nd th e n  a b o u t 

1 :30 , o u t to  the  a i r p o r t  to  m e e t  the  V a le n tis ,  in c lu d in g  C o u rtn e y  an d  

n u r s e  a n d  A sh to n , a n d  to  d r iv e  a ro u n d  to  show  C o u r tn e y  the  d e e r  a n d  c o w s .

W e h a d  lu n c h  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  2 :00  w ith  th e  V a le n tis  a n d  s ta f f .  A nd 

th e n  A sh to n  a n d  I  w o rk e d  on C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n ts ,  d ic ta tin g , l i s t in g , '  t r y in g  

to  b r in g  o r d e r  o u t of the  c h a o s  o f m y  c ro w d e d  ro o m .
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N ev a  and! W e s le y  h a d  c o m e  u p  to sp e n d  th e  n ig h t w ith  u s .  N eva 

a n d  I  to o k  o ff f r o m  w o rk  a b o u t 5:30 a n d  w en t dow n to the g u e s t  t r a i l e r ,  

a n d  w e d id  a  l i t t l e  d e c o r a t in g .  v T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  f r ie n d s  th a t  I  lo v e  to 

go a ro u n d  w ith  -  -  .N ancy N egl ey , N ev a  W e s t, a n d  y e a r s  a g o  i t  w as

V o t a  M ae Odo m  - -  a n d  ta lk  a b o u t w h e re  to  h an g  th is  p ic tu r e  o r  w h a t 

to  c o v e r  th a t  c h a i r  w ith . We h a d  a  good tim e  p la c in g  th in g s  in  the g u e s t  

t r a i l e r .  - A nd  th e n  th e  s u n s e t  c a l le d  u s .  .T h e  glow  w as on the  r iv e r . '-  T he 

' l a s t  o f th e -d a y  w a s  a t  h a n d . - We c o u ld n 't  w a it  a n y  lo n g e r .  We s e t  b u t  to  

jo in  L y n d o n  a n d  th e  K r im s  a n d  W e s le y  a n d  J a c k  V a le n ti .  We fo u n d  th e m  

in  th e  E ig h ty  A c r e s .  We^ d iv id e d  up  in to  two c a r s  a n d  d ro v e  a ro u n d  u n t i l  . 

i t  w a s  b la c k  night,"- s to p p in g  to  se e  th e  q u a il .

A s w e w e re  h e a d in g  e a s t  th ro u g h  the M a r t in  in  the  g la d e  w h e re  the  

; b ig  t r e e s  a r e  ju s t  b e f o r e  you  g e t to  th e  f ie ld ,. H o o k e d  up  a n d  s a w  th e ,m o s t  • ' |  

g lo r io u s  s ig h t  - a n  a b s o lu te ly  fu ll ,  g o ld en  m o o n ,V co m in g  up  o v e r  -the - ‘ 4

. h o r iz o n .  .I t  w a s  a. th r i l l in g ,  b r e a th - ta k in g  s ig h t. ' I c a l le d  e v e ry b o d y  in  , . ■ 4  

b o th  c a r s  to  lo o k . . I t  i s  one of the  r e a l  d iv id e n d s  of liv in g  h e r e  "in the  

c o u n try .  . .S u n se t a n d  m o o n r is e  a n d  a l l  the  p la y  o f w e a th e r  an d  c h a n g e  o f : "

• s e a s o n s .: '; . '■ ^

We h a d  a s k e d  the  M o u rsu n d s  to  c o m e  to  d in n e r  a n d  b r in g  M r s .  H ad d en  

a n d  w e c a l le d  the  H ills  - -  Jo h n  a n d  J o e . T he K r im s  a n d  the  V a le n tis  w e re  

afaK&Bgac a l r e a d y  w ith  u s  s ta y in g  in  the  C e d a r  h o u se , a n d  th e  W e s ts  u p s t a i r s .
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So th e r e  w e r e  16 o f u s  fo r  d in n e r  incHXiding'staff.* A n d  i t  w a s  a  g o o d .

happy“ tim e r"  T h e re^ iraa  a  f i r e  a lm o s t  e v e r y  d a y  s in c e  th e  2 3 rd .-

T h is  i s  th e  c o ld e s t  -w in te r, a n d  d r i e s t ,  - l  c a n  r e m e m b e r .

I- s l ip p e d ' o ff to ~  ta lk “to  L y n d a  in  -A capu lco . She so u n d s  h a p p y .

e x c i te d .  I  s e n s e  a  g ro w in g  i n  in d e p e n d e n c e . .

( - T h e r e  h a d  b e e n j^ ^ 'm o s t" a m a z in g  !news on th e  t i c k e r ,  in  the  l i s t  

o f b e s t  d r e s s e d  w o m e n  I  show ed  u p  l h '  f if th  p la c e  a lo n g  w ith  tw o F o r d s  a n d  

tw o  V an d e r b i l t s  - P r i n c e s s  L e e  R a d z iw e ll  le a d in g  th e  l i s t .  Mollie Parnis  

o r  A d e le  S im p so n  o r  S a a  S ta n le y  M a r c u s  m u s t  h a v e  t r i e d  h a r d ,  b u t  I  d o n 't  

d e s e r v e  i t .  T hou g h  I  r a th e r  th in k  th a t L y n d a  B ir d  m ig h t  A c tu a lly , sh e  

d id  show  u p  h ig h  i n  the  V O  tin g  ̂ it s a id .  '  ■ '  i

A nd th e n  c a m e  th e  b ig  s u r p r i s e .  In  the  l i s t  o f m o s t  a d m ir e d  w o m e n  : - 

o f 1966 , L u c i  B a in e s  N ugen t, a t  the  v e r y  m a tu re  a g e  of 19 , sh o w ed  u p  h ig h  ; ■ |  

in  the  r u n n e r s  u p . ' A m ong  su c h  c o m p an y  is  C la r e  B oothe L u c e  a n d :P r i n c e s s

M a r g a r e t  a n d  M a r g a r e t  M ead  a n d  the  D u c h e s s  of W in d so r . T h e r e  i s   ̂ j

s o m e th in g  a b o u t th a t  l i t t l e  g i r l - th a t  d o e s  go  t o  th e  h e a r t  o f  p e o p le . /( ;

. I t  i s  a lw a y s  a  p a r t ic u l a r l y  w a rm  tim e  to m e  to h a v e  N eva, a n d  : . ..f

W e s le y . I  lo v e  to  h e a r  h e r *  ta lk  a b o u t th e  p a r ty  th a t  sh e  h a d  to  in tro d u c e  ' ; 

L u c i a n d  P a t  to  the  young  fo lk s  of H o u sto n . She h a d  g iv e n  th e m  lo v e ly  

p ic tu r e s  o f  i t  f o r  th e i r  C h r i s tm a s .  \


