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GU-OiJU ^ M onday J a n u a ry  2nd w as a ho lid ay , b u t  no h o lid a y
''■  ̂ .,;■: ,:.-:;;:^TO  ̂ V ■ -  .

a ro u n d  the  LBJ  R an c h .► It w a s  lik e  a  M arx  B r o th e r s  com edy  

; w h e re  about 20 people  tu m b le d  one by one in to  a  tin y  s t a t e  ;):;i:: 

ro o m  cap ab le  o f  hold ing  only  tw o. We have  p lan n ed  to  r e tu rn  

to  W ash ing ton  l a te  th i s  ev en in g  ; th e re fo re  only  to d ay  r e m a in e d

 ̂ _ to  w o rk  o n  th e  p a r k  a c r o s s  the  r i v e r ,  and  w hat a^ day .

I t w as  co ld  and  b r i l l ia n t .  ; Jo h n  Ben; S h ep p a rd  an d  Ma m ie 

h a d  flow n in  th e  n ig h t b e fo re  b e c a u se  he i s  th e  t r u s te e  ap p o in ted

F : r . b y  Jo h n  to  h o ld  the funds fo r  the p a rk .

A little past 9 we went out to the a i r p o r t  to  m e e t  Cha r le s

in

i

r/v K K ru e g e r  who i s  c h ie f  p lan n e r, for the  N atio n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e  

and  D oug las H ubbard  who i s h e a d of th e i r  v i s i to r s  s e rv ic e s .  ;They were coming as the result of a call to Stewart Udall the 

n ight b e fo re  th a t  to d a y  w as P a r k  P lan n in g  D ay. T he W ill O dom s -

' : f d ro v e  ou t .  He i s  C h a irm a n  o f the T e x a s  P a rk s  and W ildlife 
. th e r e  i s  -

• V. C o m m iss io n . A nd I a sk e d  R oy W hite to  com e b e c a u se  / an  o ld  I '

ho u se  on the  p la c e , p a r t  of w h ich  is  c o n s tru c te d  w ith  s to n e , and

- ‘ ' lo o k ed  in  th e  w aning l i ght  of y e s te rd a y  like i t  m ig h t be in te re s t in g  • ' '

enough 'to  r e s to r e  a s  a  p a r t  of the  A d m in is tra tio n  C e n t e r — ̂ p e r -

^  h a p s  t o  s e l l  a r t s  an d  c r a f t s  o r  m aybe a s  a  tin y  m u se u m  H

"iSp! of th e  w ay Bifc a p io n e e r  T e x a s  f a rm  fa m ily  liv e d .  i

I  b e g a n  to  p a s s  co ffee to  a l l  the  g u e s ts  a s  th ey  a r r iv e d  f

. and to m ake a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  M am ie to  be  d r iv e n  a ro u n d  b y  d e a r
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B etty  W ein h e im er to  Jo h n so n  C ity  and m aybe F r e d e r ic k s b u rg  

w hile  we w e re  w ork ing , and  peop le  kep t on s tre a m in g  in .  ̂ A

- la rg e  hearty  m an , . M r. M c D uff, who i s  I th in k  on th e  lo c a l  

a d v iso ry  b o a rd  fo r  th e  P a r k ,  and M r. G o sd en  the  p la n n e r  of th e  

S ta te  P a r k  S e rv ic e , and  A. W. M ou rsu n d , a  m e m b e r  o f the : 

S ta te  P a r k  B o a rd  who know s m o re  th a n  anybody about w here  

"-€5De~line^a = ^ e  h is to r y  of the v a r io u s  t r a c t s  and  a c q u is it io n s .

One of the m o s t in te re s t in g  p o in ts-o f-th e  d ay  w a s  to  l i s te n  

to Lyndon d e s c r ib e  in  the m o s t  c le a r  and co g en t m a n n e r  to  the' 

Nat i o n a l  P a r k  peop le  a n d  to  ev erybody  why i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  to  

p ro c e e d  f a s t  and  now . T h e  m a tte r  h a s  b een  going  on a  long tim e  - -  

m o re  than  a  y e a r  I b e lie v e  - -  and a l l  the  lan d  i s  a t l a s t  a c q u ire d  

ex cep t the  S w eeney  t r a c t  w hich  c o m es  up f o r  a  su p p o sed ly  f in a l

h e a r in g  b e fo re  a  Judge the 25 th  of th is  m o n th  I  b e lie v e .

Up to  now I b e liev e  th e re  h a s  b e e n  a  lot of ta lk  a b o u t  the 

P a r k  bu t no ev id en ce  of any th ing  r e a l ly  b e in g  done, and  c y n ic a l 

n e w sp a p e r  p eo p le  and  m any  lo ca l people look upon i t  a s  ju s t  a

o U -
p ro te c tio n , a  b en efit for the  L B J R anch , a n d  b e liev e  th a t  no th ing  

w ill e v e r  be done. T hey do n o t fo re s e e  th a t  th is  l i t t le  p a r t  of th e  

H ill C ou n try  w ill one day be  a  un ified  N a tio n a l P a r k .  T h is  l and , 

ou r ra n c h , L yndon’s b ir th p la c e , a ll .  B ro w n in g ’s quote ''O u rs  

is  no t to  w a it f o r  p e rfe c tio n , bu t to  tssx ax  ta k e  w hat we have and 

m ak e  th e  m o s t  p e r fe c t  ou t of i t  we can" b e c a u se  th a t  i s  o u r p ro b le m
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p ro d u ce
h e r e .  We m u s t  T giJiiiiiri a n  a r e a  in te re s tin g  to  th e  p u b lic  , 

a  gam e fen ce  w ith  som e w h ite - ta ile d  d e e r  and buffa lo  an d  

■ L o n g h o rn s ., and any  lo c a l w ild life  we c an  get b eh in d  i t ,  som e 

n a tu re  tr a i l s ,  som e p la n tin g s  of w ild flo w ers  of th e  E d w a rd s  

P la teau ,_  an d  we m u s t do it  q u ick , o r  e ls e  th e re  w il l  be  no p a r k  

to  t r y  to  ach iev e  -p e rfec tio n  in  fo r the lo n g , long f u tu r e .

■The Nat io n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e  m e n  kep t on  ta lk in g  about 

a  m a s te r  p lan  w h ich  r e q u i r e s  a  to p o g ra p h ic  m ap  w hich  r e q u i r e s  

t im e . N othing can  be  done u n til so m eth ing  e ls e  i s  done b e fo re  

th is .  I w ish  I co u ld  r e m e m b e r  L y n d o n 's  ex ac t w o rd s , b u t  w hen  

th ey  w e re  over I fe lt  th a t the  whole  p ro je c t  cou ld  e ith e r  h av e  a  

beg inn ing  now  o r  fo u n d er now .  

So, we w ent out in  two c a r s  to  the P a r k  s ite .  Two b u lld o z e rs  

h ad  b een  a c q u ire d  f ro m  n e ig h b o rs  o v e r - n ig h t and th e y  w ere  push ing  

dow n d ead  t r e e s  and s m a ll  m e sq u ite  /  and a  fen ce  c re w  w as  s tand ing  

: b y  p r e p a re d  to  s ta r t  the fen ce  a s  soon a s  d ire c tio n s  w e re  g iven .

A t th i s  po in t tw o m o re  c h a r a c te r s  in  th e  p lay -jo in ed  u s , ,

D r. an d  M rs . Donovan C o r r e l l  ̂ tJ J  b o ta n tis t  f r ie n d s  o f m in e  ' 

w hom  I h a d  c a lle d  th e  n ig h t b e fo re  and  a sk e d  to  d r iv e  down to  h e lp  u s  

id en tify  a l l  th e  sp e c ie s  of t r e e s  and m a r k  th o se  w o rth  sav in g .

So, D r. and  M rs . Co r r e l l  and  I w ith  a  q u an tity  of o ran g e  tap e  

d is p e r s e d  in  one d ire c tio n ; M r. H ubbard  and  M r. K ru g e r , con-

c e rn in g  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  d ry  fa u lts  f ro m  the highw ay an d  p a rk in g

m . .
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a r e a s  and  p ic n ic  s i te s ;  M r. G osden  and M r. M cDuff and  Jo h n  

B en  and A. W. and W ill Odom  d isc u s s in g  v a r io u s ly  fen ce  l in e s  

and  ty p e s  of gam e and A d m in is tra tio n  B uild ing  and p o ta b le  w a te r  

abd to i l e t  facilities and ol and R oy W hite, q u ite  a lone  c o n c e n tra tin g

on e x a c tly  one th in g:; j the »  o ld  h o u se s  p a r t ia l ly  of stone and  one

of log  and  how m u ch  of th e m  w as w o rth  sav ing . He c am e  aw ay

e x c ite d , en ch an ted . T h e re  w e re  p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  L a te r  I w en t th ro u g h  

the house w ith  h im . I found an  1893 a g r ic u l tu re  y e a r  book  and a n  1897 

one and a  v e ry  b id  t r e a d le  sew ing m a ch in e .

- I t w as  a n  hflbac h ila r io u s  day . I h ad  on m y h e a v ie s t  p a n ts  and 

b o o ts  a n d d e e r  hu n tin g  u n d e rw e a r  and  two sw e a te e s , b u t i t  w as  • 

co ld . I t w as  a co n fu sin g, u n b e liev ab le  a sse m b la g e  b u t y e t a  lo t 

got done ̂ due to the c;:njuv ’̂ d r i v e  o f  'vmBe m y  c lo se

p e r s on a l f r ie n d . ■

; The fen ce  line w as f in a lly  d ec id ed  on  p ic n ic  a r e a s  w hich  

, . m ig h t be  changed  la te r  on w hen and i f  the Sw eeney t r a c t  w as  a c -  . 

; ' qu ired .- “'Lyndon to o k  tim e enough to  ta k e  th e  N a tio n a l P a r k  p eop le  

a ro u n d  o u r  r a n c h  to  show th e m  the d e e r  and g ive  th em  an id e a  

o f w hat th is  cou ld  b e  like  la te r  on.
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A nd f in a lly , ab o u t 2 :30 , som e 18 of u s  c o n v e rg e d  

; v a ro u n d  the  din ing  room, ta b le fo r a  d e lic io u s  lu n ch  w h ich

m u s t have b een  v e ry  w elcom e to  M r. H u b b ard  and  M r. K ru e g e r  

who, th ey  to ld  m e , h ad  go tten  up a t fo u r.

.W e  sp en t t i»  a f te rn o o n  b a ck  a t the t r a c t  m a rk in g  t r e e s .

d ire c tin g  b u lld o z e rs .-  A s th e  a fte rn o o n ^  I  fe lt  I  c o u l d  not

~ go b a c k  . . I  w ould spend  th e  n igh t and r e tu r n  the ne x t day . T h e re

I would b e .;ano ther p lane  going th en . So we w o rk ed  u n til  n e a r ly

S d a rk , good f r ie n d s  the D onovan Co r r e l l s ,

. and g ra d u a lly  v a r io u s  o th e r  m e m b e rs  of th e  en to u ra g e  d r if te d  

 ̂ aw ay.

w ere  b a ck  a t the ho u se  a ro u n d  th e  f i r e  when d a r k  cam e .

/. r;.vlt w a s  the :tim e o f evening w hen  J im  Jo n e s  and  M arie  an d  M ary

V w e re  bun d lin g  up a l l  the la s t  th in g s . T h e re  w as th a t  tone o f s a d -

' - /  n e s s  m ix e d  w ith  ex c ite m e n t abou t a  d e p a r tu re . - A long s ta y  a t

I   ̂ o p e r a t io n .: ; We g av e  h im  an  e a r ly  d inn e r ,  and th e n  a t  7 :30 h e  le f t,

I  ^  and I  s e tt le d  a ro u n d  the  f i r e  w ith  M r. Hubb a r d  and  M r. Kr u e g e r

and  P a t  and  L u c i and  th e ir  dogs, and  m ad e  som e c a l ls  about the

V o ld  h o u se .

1 ' the ra n c h  th is  h ad  b e e n  - -  m ost o f th e  tim e  s in ce  L yndon’s ''

S M - ...
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T h ro u g h  M r. K lein  I found th a t it h a d  o r ig in a lly  b e en  

b u ilt  by a  G erm an  fa m ily  n am ed  S a u e r , and bought by the  B ec k m a n s  

in  1906. - He did not know when it  h ad  been  b u ilt  b u t ju d g e d  by 

the s q u a re  n a i ls  an d  the c u t of the s tone  th a t  it w as p ro b a b ly

— 1 0 0  y e a r s  o l d .  T h e  S a u e r s ,  h e  t o l d  m e , h ad  i ^ d  a  son who"^S£^~

A m b a ssa d o r  to  G erm an y ! . .T his m u ch  a t  le a s t  c a n  be t r a c e d .

I  c a lle d  M rs . H udspeth  and gave h e r  th e se  d e ta i ls  and  

. a sk e d  h e r  i f  sh e  w ould g e t h e r  r e s e a r c h  f r ie n ds a t the U n iv e rs i ty  . , 

to look  up som e m o re  fa c ts  about i t .  She w as  in tr ig u e d . She
R oy

w ould . I  phoned R p a  W hite to  com e back  the n ex t m o rn in g  to  -. 

t a lk  about the new  shop fo r  M r. Kle in  an d  v e r y  e s p e c ia lly  ab o u t 

o u r m a jo r  p ro je c t  of enlarging; our tw o b e d ro o m s . If we a r e  to  

live  h e r e  fo r  th e  r e s t  of ou r l iv e s ,  th ey  m u s t be ch anged  fro m  ■ 

c u p b o a rd s  to  c o m fo rtab le  ch a rm in g  ro o m s . I  w an t m o s t 

, o f a l l  a  f ir e p la c e ,  b o o k sh e lv e s , and  a  v iew . .

; I  re m e m b e re d  a l l  the  tim e s th a t  Lyn don and I  h ad  gone 

a t  C h r is tm a s  to  the B eck m an s to c a r r y  a  box of candy  and  a  

b o ttle  of b o u rb o n  and a  n e ig h b o rly  m e ss a g e , and  how we h ad  s a t  

in  th a t  l i t t le  h o u se  fo r  th e  f i r s t  five o r  s ix  y e a r s  a f te r  we m o v ed  

in  in  ' 52. T hey h ad  known Lyndon’s m o th e r  and fa th e r  an d  had 

b een  th e i r  n e ig h b o rs  too . It w ould be in te re s tin g  to  t r a c e  the 

h is to r y  of th is  l i t t le  h o u se , an d  how s u rp r is in g  th a t f ro m  i t  h ad  

sp ru n g  a  m a n  who became an  A m b a ssa d o r ,o f  the U n ited  S ta te s , a l t h o u ^
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we m ay  find  o u t th a t he w as ju s t  a  th i r d  o ffice boy.

And th en  I  c a l le d  E m ily  C ro w e. I  h ad  g o tten  w o rd  ■ 

e a r l i e r  in  the day  th a t  h e r  m o th e r , P eg g y  C row e , had  d ie d

• . • in  B a lt im o re , and  th a t  sh e , E m ily , .had  c o m e  down to be w ith

the  B e v e r ly  S h e ffie ld s  and  p r e p a re  fo r  th e  fu n e ra l .  I  h a d  thought 

, I  w ould  d r iv e  in  to  see  h e r ,  bu t I  found m y se lf  in s te a d  ex h a u st e d  

. an d  w en t in s te a d  to  b ed  about n in e  o*clock, the  e a r l i e s t  I  h av e  

b een  in  w e e k s , •

: V -v^Mrs. C ro w e 's  d e a th  m a r k s  the end  of an  e r a  fo r  m e  - -

V a  l a s t  t ie  w ith  m y  ch ildhood . In  h e r  hom e I  h ad  h ad  suc h  h appy

- t im e s  w hen  I w a s ^  b o a rd in g  sch o o l, S t .  M a ry ’s , and  la te r  

; “ in  A u s tin  when  I  w as  in  th e  U n iv e rs ity .

. W ell, th e  N ew Y ea r h a s  go tten  off to  a  bang , an d  i t  w ill

b e  in te re s t in g  to  se e  w h a t th is  day w ill b r in g  fo r th .

'  ' m
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