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T u e sd a y , J a n u a ry  10th w as th e  S ta te  of th e  U nion. N ot u n til 
.it ; '  ■„ .  ̂
i t  is  o v e r  do you r e a l ly  fe e l  the  New Y ear h a s  begun. I t  i s  an

o b s ta c le , a  m o u n ta in  to  c lim b , and th e  days b e fo re  a r e  te n s e ,

. O nce I w en t in to  th e  C hina R oom  to  m ake  note of th e  d in n e r

s e rv ic e s  I  p a r t ic u la r ly  lik e d . S om etim e th is  y e a r  I m u s t  d ec id ed

on a  C h ina  p a tt e r n  fo r  tlie Jo h n so n  A d m in is tra tio n . I lik e  th e

sy m b o lism  of th e  P re s id e n t  B en jam in  H a r r is o n  ch in a  w ith  th e

c o rn  an d  w h ea t a ro u n d  th e  b o rd e r ,  sp e llin g  th e  lan d  of plenty,- bu t

i t  is  too  q u a in t now . , T h e  W oodrow  W ilson , the f i r s t  A m e ric a n

c h in a , h a s  a  s im p le  eleganc^e in  the s e rv ic e  p la te  th a t  w ill be good

for; a l l  t im e -I  th in k , as  does P re s id e n t  F D R 's , w ith  i ts  r e s t r a in e d

s y m b o l i s m ^  h'ib own co a t of a rm s  ^*d~its b o rd e r  of p lu m es  and 

r o s e s ,  bu t T h o m as J e f fe rs o n  I lik e  b e s t  o f a ll ,  bu t i t  i s  C h in ese  

e x p o r t.-  y And th e  J a m e s  M onroe w ith  i ts  m e d a llio n  so r ic h  in  

a l l e g o r y  -- so i ma g i n a t i v e

D one in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  1966 som eth ing  lik e  th a t  w ould  be w o n d erfu l. 

O r e ls e  i t  w ould f a l l  f la t  on i t s  fa c e . I t  w ould tak e  a  d a r in g  F i r s t  

.L ady. And I  lik e  toaseoc th e  s e a l  in  t t e  P re s id e n t  L in co ln : I t  

a lw ays s u r p r i s e s  m e  th e re  i s  m o re  of th a t  th an  n e a r ly  any le f t.

L yndon  p ra c t ic e d  in  th e  th e a tr e  n e a r ly  a ll  m o rn in g , i t  se e m e d  

to  m e , and th e n  had  lunch  about 1:30pm . I s a t  w ith  h im  and th e n  he 

la y  down to  r e s t .

t/v-
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I w o rk ed  on the m a il  w ith  th a t  se n se  of hanging in  t im e .

j

w a itin g /\e v e ry th in g  le a d s  up to  th e  S ta te  of the  Union.

: At 4 PM  J im  W rig h t and  M rs .  i i  J . L ee Jo h n so n  (R uth

C a r te r  Johnson) of F o r t  W o rth  cam e  w ith  the  a r c h i te c t ,  P h i l i p  

Jo h n so n , a n d  I h ad  te a  w ith  th e m  in  th e  L ib r a r y  w hile  R u th  ' 

show ed m e  th e  m o d e l of th e  big downtown g re e n  sp ace  t h a t  the 

C a r te r  F ou n d a tio n  hopes to  do in  F o r t  W orth . P h i l i p  Jo h n so n  

h ad  d raw n  th e  p la n s , m ad e  the  m o d e l. If HUD w ill h e lp  p ro v id e  : 

fu n d s fo r  th e  lan d , th e  F o u n d a tio n  is  re a d y  to  go w ith  a  fu ll  block.

• ;sq u are  r e c re a t io n  an d  g re e n  a r e a  in  th e  h e a r t  of F o r t  W o rth , '

R u th  ̂ lw ^'  i s  a  bo ld  d au g h e r of a bold  f a th e r ,  im a g in a tiv e , 

h a rd w o rk in g ,; r e a l ly  w o n d e r fu l  c itiz e n . I am  so g lad  Jo h n  h a s  pu t 

h e r  on th e  U n iv e rs ity  B o a rd  of R eg e n ts ;

And th e n .a t  five^ i  h a d a  b e a u tif ic a tio n  m ee tin g  w hich  re v o lv e d  . 

a ro u n d  L a r r y  H a lp r in  who show ed us d raw in g s  and s lid e s  w ith  a  

w ide ra n g e  of p o s s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  W a s h in g to n  - -  v e s t  p o ck e t p a r k s ,  

in te r io r  p la z a s ,  a  w idened  c e re m o n ia l s t r e e t  on E a s t  C a p ita l  - -  

in s ta n t  "C ham ps E lysees''[?] he c a lle d  i t ,  a  r e c re a t io n  c e n te r  m a d e

out of th e  o ld  c a r  b a rn  w hich  looked  re m a rk a b ly  like  Ghiradelli  

S q u are  in  i t s  a r c h i te c tu r e  ̂ a* a 40 a c re  am u se m e n t p a r k  on an  

is la n d  in  th e  A nacostia R iv e r  r ig h t  a c ro s s  f ro m  the  C o lise u m .
4 ^ ^  ■  ̂ I

F i r s t  we h ad  te a  in  th e  R ed  R oom . S tephen C u r r ie r  who ie*
■ ' y' "1

p a id  fo r  th r e e  m o n th s  of Larry H alprin 's KjAmiriiittohe tim e  to  see  |

W a sh in g to n  'With a  f r e s h  eye and to  d raw  th e se  p lan s  — so m eo n e  ■•7̂

■ ■ .•...... i ...
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lau g h in g ly  c a lle d  h im  a m o d e rn  M ed ic i. C a ro l F o r ta s  and 

Stu, and M ary  and L ibby Rowe w hom  I w as p a r t ic u la r ly  g la d  to  

have s in c e  she  c a n 't  be a t  th e  b ea u tif ic a tio n  m ee tin g  to m o rro w  

and  I v a lu e  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  and fo r th r ig h tn e s s .  ' ;

. . We ta lk ed ^fo r n e a r ly  2 h o u rs . I t  wa s an  ex c itin g  p ro s p e c t ,  

im a g in a tiv e ; i t  co u ld  b e  'a  c a ta ly s t  in  the  c ity  and m an y  a r e a s ,

. . and  m o s tly  i t  do es  no t w o rk  in  th e  m o n u m en ta l a r e a s ,  bu t in  the 

n e ig h b o rh o o d s  — m o st:o f  th e m  th e  k ind  th a t a re  su b je c t to  u rb a n  

re n e w al .  T he m a in  th in g ; L a r r y  H a l p r i n  h a s  done ^  open  th e  

e y e s  to  so m e-o f th e  je w e ls  .W ashington h a s  in  its  a rc h ite c tu re ;:  ■

^ . .m a n y  of th e m  d ir ty  je w e ls - to  be su re^ b « t need^a new s e tt in g ,-^ u t  ;

s t i l l  s tu rd y , good, :’;but th e s e  a r e  m am m o th  u n d e r ta k in g s .:

• We ta lk e d  about w hat we m ay  do, we th e  b e a u tif ic a tio n  c o m m itte e , 

jam x  p e rh itp s  expose  the  id e a s  to  pub lic  in te r e s ts  th ro u g h  the  P r e s s  

o r  to  G o v ern m en t a g e n c ie s  lik e  HUD o r  U rb an  R enew al, ;b u t th e y  • 

a r e  3g!csaa4xsdx invo lved , long te r m ,  frau g h t w ith  c o n tro v e rs y  fo r  

. o u r  s m a l l  D avid  of a  c o m m itte e .

A l i t t l e  p a s t  sev en  J e a n  L o u is  cam e and gave m e a c o m b -o u t.

I  w as w e a r in g  m y  A dele S im pson  doliuuttSt dubonnet  r e d  w ith  a  ja c k e t
'V'",. >;'■ '

t r im m e d  in  p ink  an d  L ynda B ird  a  powder b lue , a  n ic e  c o n tra s t , ,  and

ch o sen  fo r  c o lo r  TV.

■ E a r l i e r  in  th e  day I w h isp e re d  to  Lyndon in  th e  th e a t r e  th a t  I

w ould  lik e  to  a sk  a l l  th e  people  who w e re  s ittin g  w ith  m e  to  b rin g  th e i r

h u sb an d s  and jo in  u s  a f te rw a rd  a t  th e  W hite H ouse fo r  a  d r in k  and

'.i
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and  som e b u ffe t su p p e r. " F in e ," he sa id . He p ra c t ic e d  in  th e  

.. th e a t r e  u n ti l  a lm o s t 8:30 and th e n  had ju s t  a  bowl of v e g e ta b le  

s oup . L ynda B ird  and  I w e re  r id in g  up to g e th e r , s e p a ra te  f ro m  

h im . I l ik e  to  a r r i v e  in  t im e  f o r  the pagean try . T h is  is  30 y e a r s  of ^

S ta te  of the  U nion m e s s a g e s  I have w atched . I t  w ould be in te re s t in g  

to  m ak e  q u ite  s u re  ju s t  how m an y /\: I doubt th a t I have m is s e d  o v er 

th r e e . .  And f r o m  so m any d if fe re n t van tage  p o in ts  in  t h e  C h am b er!,

•r - T h is  t im e  i b e s id e s  L ynda, I h ad  a sk e d  th e  w ives of Ly n d o n 's  

■"chief a s s i s ta n t s  e s p e c ia lly  th o se  who had  w o rk ed  on  the  sp eech  - -  

J u d ith  M oyers^  C lay  M c P h e rso n  , and T ru d y  C alifan o , and  J e a n  

• K in tn e r , and L ibby  C a te r ,  and E lsp e th  R ostow , and I h a d  a sk ed  '

th e  w iv e s  of th e  two m e n  who had  w o rk ed  th e  h a r d e s t  w ith  h im , i t  

' ;s e e m s , in  pu tting  th e  B udget to g e th e r : C h a rley  S chu ltz  , B udget 

- D ir e c to r ,  and G a rd n e r  A ckley , th e  C h ief E conom ic  A d v ise r , and 

: th e n  D ian a  and  D onald . ■ v

: \; l ; ' I t  w as a  d ra m a  c h a rg e d atm o sp h e re  we w alked  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  . 

p a s t  n in e . , Along th e  d r iv e  to  the C ap ita l I saw  flag  a f te r  gdsax - - . '

f lag  a t  h a lf  m a s t .  An old and  r e s p e c te d  m e m b e r  h a d  d ied  to d ay , 

C o n g re s sm a n  F o g a r ty  of M ary lan d , h ead  of th e  su b co m m ittee  th ro u g h  w hich 

-m o st of th e  le g is la t io n  on ed u ca tio n  and h ea lth  p a s s e s .  I t  w ill be a  

s e v e re  lo s s  fo r  th e  A d m in is tra tio n . He h ad  d ied  r ig h t  in  h is  o ffice  . j

; So, on the  H ill to d ay  th e r e  had  b een  a  death  and an  ex p lu sio n , A dam  |

C lay to n  P o w ell, in  an  a tm o s p h e r e  te n se  w ith  v io len ce  and  h a tr e d . 'i

^  ‘ ’VHiii’.’ . ■, , ' I, , ii - - - - -  ' ■ ■ ...............'-i¥W -TrV T --"--iiii..................................r iiwiiiwwrf
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I do no t r e m e m b e r  an o th e r  ex p lu sio n  in  t h e h is to ry  of th e  R ep u b lic . 

A c tu a lly  th e r e  is  a  co m m ittee  w hich  is  supposed  to  sp en d  fo u r  o r  fiv e  

w eek s  judg ing  h is  c a se  b e fo re  i t  is  d ec ided ,, bu t i t  w as w e ig h ed  as. 

an  ex p lu sio n  today  in  the n e w sp a p e rs , and A dam  C lay ton  P o w e ll 

s to rm e d  o u t,o n  to  the  s te p s , su rro u n d e d  by h is  s u p p o r te r s , ,  so m e 

of w hom  w o re  b la c k  m a s k s , th e  p a p e rs  s a id , and c a lle d  th e  le g is la to r  s 

_inside th e  b ig g e s t  bunch  of hypo c r ites e v e r  e le c te d .

: ; T he C ap ito l w as m o re  b r i l l ia n t ly  l i t  w ith  flood  lig h ts  th a n  I 

e v e r  r e m e m b e r . i t ,  and i t  s e e m ed  to  m e th e r e  w e re  m o re  p o lic e m e n  bc 

T he a i r  w as c h a rg e d  w ith  e x c ite m e n t com posed  of m an y  th in g s , in -

clud ing  th e  m u ch  blow n up R ep u b lican  victory^ in^N ovem ber. A no ther 

e le m e n t  in  th is ,m a n y  fa c e te d  p ic tu re  w as th e  se a tin g  of th e  f i r s t  

N eg ro  S en a to r s in c e  R e c o n s tru c tio n  D ays - -  Sen. B rooke  of M a ss . 

w hose com ing in  w as a tten d ed  w ith  a s  m u ch  ad u la tio n  assjc and  e x c ite -  

m e n t a s  A dam  C lay ton  P o w e ll 's  going out w as w ith  a n g e r .

 ̂ Am ong a l l  th e  fee lin g s  in  the  a i r ,  som ehow  th e  jo v ia l  c a m a ra d e r ie  

of m o s t y e a r s  w as m is s in g . •

L y n d a  and  I s lip p ed  in to  o u r  s e a ts  e a r ly , and  in  f a c t ,  b e fo re  

the  H ouse knew  we w e re  th e r e .  Som e of th e m  tu rn e d  ju s t  a s  w e 

w e re  about to  s i t  down and  saw  u s , and th e  r ip p le  of c lapp ing  b ro k e
 ̂r" - .o n '■ ■ ■ ■'' ■ ‘ ■ ' ' . ■■ ’ - . ■ '

ou t, and  a l l  th e  m e n  o&oc the  f lo o r  stood . I t  w as a  v e ry  p le a s a n t  ' 

m o m en t though  I c e r ta in ly  could  have m ade b e t te r  th e a t r e  o u t of i t  

by a r r iv in g  about 15 m in u te s  l a t e r .  I  sm iled  and sw ep t th e  ro o m  w ith  

m y  ey es  p ick ing  ou t f r ie n d  and  foe and  q u es tio n  m a rk , ajid so m an y  . . ^
m
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I  d id n 't  know .

' W M rs . Schultz*^

w e a rin g  w illow  g re e n  and M rs . A ckley in  a  s o r t  of c a n a ry  

: y e llo w , and  J e a n  K in tn e r in  a  b r i l l i a nt re d  v e lv e t co a t, a n d  Ju d ith

. . . lo v e ly  in  p a le  gold , and  E lsp e th  R ostow  the  m o s t stunning  of a l l  

I  th o u g h t in>a p ink  co a t o v e r  a  w hite  d r e s s .  She is  su ch  quality^

 ̂ S o m e  t h i n g s  a l w a y s  r e m a i n  t h e  s a m e .  F is h b a it  M ille r  is  one

,o f  th e m . H is  v o ic e  b o o m s  ou t. "M r. P r e s id e n t , the  S en a te  of th e  United States," and in they file.

A b o u t 9:20 I r o s e  and  c la s sx x  c lap p ed  w ith  th e m , and th en  a  
. . 7 .  V': V'

. - ‘l i t t l e  .la te r . th e  D ip lo m atic  C o rp s  -  b ig g e r  e v e r y  y e a r  - - .  T h is  y e a r  .
■ saw  o n e ' . • ' '
;il on ly  asssoaj^^ n a tiv e  d r e s s  . He w as an  A frican  abou t 6 fe e t  6

 in  a  b la c k  and  w h ite  s t r i p e d  ro b e  th a t  d rew  th e  eye lik e  a  m a g n e t. ;

And th e n  th e  S u p rem e  C o u rt . N ext the  C ab in et w hile  th e  V ice P r e s id e n t

,, -had n o m in a ted  a  co m m itte e  and  s e n t  th e m  ou t to  re c e iv e  th e  P r e s id e n t .  ■

 ' f
And th e n  a t  9 :3 1 , "M is tah  P re s id e n t ,  th e  P re s id e n t  of th e  U nited  S ta te s ,"

 and  ev ery b o d y  o n th e  F lo o r  ro s e  and c lap p ed  a  good long s u s ta in e d  

c lap p in g . Lyndon d id  not lo s e  t im e  in  com ing down th e  iaibex a is le .

 He sm ile d , he bow ed. He shook p e rh a p s  a  hand  o r  tw o, bu t m o s tly  

e y e s  s t r a ig h t  ah ead , and  w alking up to  th e  ro s tru m .

And now i t  w as tim e  to  beg in . The m o m en t of t r u th  to w a rd
. :■ V ; ; ; -

w hich  so  m an y  h o u rs  of w o rk  and  d e c is io n  had  b een  b e am e d  th is  l a s t  

m o n th , and on w hich  so  m u ch  h inged .
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In  tone  i t  w as a  q u ie t m e a s u re d  speech  d e liv e re d  in  a  -  

tim e  and  a  c h a m b e r  of p a s s io n . He w as d e te rm in e d  th a t  th is  

n a tio n  cou ld  s tan d  f i r m  in  V ie tn am  and pay fo r  i t  and cou ld  m ove 

a h e a d  w ith  th e  w a r  on p o v e r ty . "L e t u s  be re m e m b e re d  a s  a  P r e s id e n t

 and  a  C o n g re ss  who t r i e d  to  im p ro v e  the q u a lity  o f life  f o r  e v e ry
■ ■ .  

A m e ric a n ." H e a sk e d  fo r  a 6% su r  ta x  on m o s t in co m e. T h e re  w as

■ to u g h  e m p h a s is  in  th e  p a ra g ra p h  "L e t us f ig h t  c r im e ," and th a t  got the

■most ap p lau se  of adibcx any th ing . My ey es  ro v ed  the C h a m b e r. T h e re  f

w a s  lo y a l f re q u e n t,  b u t I can n o t say  w ild ly  e n th u s ia s tic  c la p p in g  on

V

A

th e  D e m o c ra tic  s id e , and  a lm o s t none on th e  R ep u b lican  s id e  ex cep t 

abou t V ie tn am  w h e re  i t  w as p re t ty  n e a r ly  in  r e v e r s a l .   ̂ . f

S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t  s a t  s i l e n t ,  above i t  a ll ,  th e  w hole even ing  ; ■

I  b e lie v e . Bobby K ennedy s to n ey  faced . He  c lap p ed  o n ce , tw o o r  " 

th r e e  lig h t c la p s  lik e  a  s e a l  in  a  c i r c u s .  I t  w as a  co ld  au d ien ce .

Once w hen re a c h e d  th e  lin e  addsadxx about c o n s e rv a tio n  and 

b e a u tif ic a tio n , h e  r a i s e d  h is  ey es  to  th e  G a lle ry  hunting  m e , and  I 

sm ile d  b a c k . As i t  ap p ro ach ed  te n - th i r ty ,  m y  ey es  w en t f ro m  th e  c lo ck  

to  the  n u m b e r of p ag es  le f t.  No, he w as no t going to  f in is h  in  an  h o u r .

I t  h ad  b een  n in e - th i r ty - f i ve w hen he began . It la s te d  a n  h o u r and, n ine  

m in u te s  by m y  w atch  -  and  h o u r  and f if te e n  the  p a p e rs  sa id ,, bu t I  a m  

s u re  th a t  in c lu d ed  th e  c lapp ing  b e fo re  and a f te rw a rd ;

And th en  i t  w a s  o v e r  and we ro s e  and  s tre a m e d  ou t. T h e re  th e y  

w e re  in  the  H a ll, th e  L a d ie s  of th e  P r e s s .  W hat d id  I th in k  of it?

I though t i t  w as a s tro n g  sp e e c h . It em bodied  th e  hopes and th e  d r e a m s

— L_—!--------......... ..........  .. Vr i i iilt
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and  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  of a lo t of th e  A m e ric a n  p eo p le  . To m e , th e  '

l in e  th a t  i t  w as  a  t im e  of te s tin g  s um m ed  i t  up. ' ;

, And th e n  th e  e le v a to r  d o o r c lo se d  and I w as safe  and s ile n t .  .

W e  w en t to  th e  S p e a k e r 's  R oom s w here  i t  i s  c u s to m a ry  f o r  th e

,VV,r'St ■
le a d e r s h ip  to  g a th e r,: L yndon ,w as a lre a d y  th e r e .  T h e re  w as  a  

jqu ick  round: of greetings^.w^ C ab in et, H ale , M rs . M cC o rm a ck ,

, - l and  th e n  I  w as ou t th e  d o o r w ith  L ynda follow ing L yndon. W e w e re  r ^ 

h ead ed  b ack  to  th e  W hite H ouse, exchanging o u r c a r lo a d  of A d m in is t r a t iv e  

A s s is ta n ts ,  . and  sw iftly  b ack  up to  the  Second F lo o r ,  fiiocx T h e  TV s 

. . .;w ere  on and  th e  ta b le s  w e re  s p re a d  w ith  a  d e lic io u s  b u ffe t. A ll of 

^  ■ V ;  m y  g u e s ts  in  th e  G a lle ry  jo in e d  m e w ith  th e i r  h u sb an d s  -  t h e  M o y e rs  ■

and Kintners and McPhersons and C alifanos and C a te r s  and  R o sto w s . ■

.'the S ch u ltze s  and  A ckleys and the  M a c A rth u rs , and  L iz  and  B e ss  c a m e  

too. w ith  T y le r  and  L e s  and th e  Bob F le m in g s  and  T o m  Jo h n so n s  andMarvin and his lovely Marian who have leased Senator Kerr's beautiful

: . ;.old h o m e oirt on th e  banks of th e  P o to m ac th a t we a lm o s t bought . And 

J a c k  an d  M a ry  M a rg a r e t  who looks rnore; ch ic  aUl the  t im e . '

E v e ry b o d y  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  a  TV se t.r  Lyndon in  th e  b e d ro o m  

w ith  a  few  of th e  m e n ., .r M ost i n  the. W est Hall.^ A^ l i s t e n e d  to  

th e  c o m m e n ta to rs  ana ly ze  th e  sp eech . T h e re  w as a lso  a  p ro g ra m  

■with  th e  R ep u b lican  le a d e rsh ip , d isc u ss in g  i t .  And th e n  a  v e ry  a r t ic u la te

■ I. k . h igh ly  in te re s t in g ,  m o s tly  sav ag e  p r o g r a m ,  w ith  th e  h is to r ia n s  .

and  e c o n o m is ts : A rth u r  S c h le s in g e r , Comminger,  c|«»C eg > som ebody

nam ed  M ilton  F r ie d m a n , and W a lte r  H e lle r ,
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At one p o in t W a lte r  R ostow  cam e up to  m e v e ry  q u ie tly

and p u t h is  a rm  on m y  sh o u ld e r and sa id  Y ou m a r r ie d  a  g r e a t  m an . "
. .long ; ;  c l.

In  the  s e v e ra l  w 3eks M o m o sp h e re  of rid in g  in a tumbrel 

I f e l t  a  ru s h  of j g ra titu d e  fo r  |th a t .  ’W ithin the  H ouse C h a m b e r , h e r e  

and  on th e  te lep h o n e  i the  re . w as no oougo'o of p r a is e  and su p p o rt. I t

w as  in d eed  a  t im e  of te s t in g .

E v e ry b o d y  w as h u n g ry  and we. f il le d  o u r  p la te s  w ith  h a m  a  

.tu rk ey  and m a c a ro n i and  ch eese  and  sa la d , and  a  C h r is tm a s  c o n - 

fe c tio n  th a t  h ad  b een  a  g ift and th a t  I  h ad  th r i f t i ly  in c o rp o ra te d  in to

• th e  m en u . So had  th e  sm oked  tu rk e y  been  a  C h r is tm a s  g ift. The 

tra in in g  of a  l i f t  t im e  i s  n ^  e a sy  to  to s s  a s id e .

And th e n  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  one everybody  d r if te d  off. We w e re  

in  bed . We fe l t  lik e  we h ad  c lim b ed  a  h igh  m o un ta in  w ith  g r e a t  

e x e r tio n , bu t the  view  f ro m  th e re  w as foggy. T he y e a r  h ad  in d eed  

, begun . ^  _
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