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T u e sd a y , J a n u a ry  17, 1 9 6 7

T u e sd a y , J a n u a ry  17th, w as  one of th o se  

3£Hajix ro a r in g ,  b u sy  W hite H ouse d a y s . Lyndon aw oke e a r ly  

and I s tu m b le d  in to  m y  ro o m , b a c k  to  the  so ft b l i s s  of s le e p ,  

woke up a b out 9:30 and re jo in e d  h im  fo r  co ffee  and  ju ice , and  

th e  n e w s p a p e r i ' and  th en  up th e  big day  . . . . . the  m o rn in g  on. 

n e c e s s a r y  ho u seh o ld  ta s k s ,  ta lk in g  w ith  B e ss  ab o u t o u r  house  

g u e s ts ,  a ss ig n in g  ro o m s , w ork ing  w ith  A shton  and  Z e p h y r 

,on m e n u s . .

/ Lyndon fe e ls  I  am  n e g lec tin g  m y  h o u se w o rk , th e s e  days, 

I  ta lk e d  to  d e a r  M a m ie  C liffo rd  who is  s c h e d u led  

f o r  a n  o p e r a t io n , m a d e  a  da te  w ith L e r a  T hom as to  co m e to  

s e e  m e  th is  a f te rn o o n , and  ta lk ed  to  L ynda in  C a l i fo rn ia  

She r e p o r ts  th e re  h a s  b ee n  no p u b lic ity . T hey h av e  b e e n  

s t r i c t ly  le f t  a lone  and  ou t of the p a p e r s .  She fe e ls  th e r e  is  

a  w ide gap  b e tw een  h e r s e l f  and  the g i r ls  sh e  ac. h a s  iniDCBdsH: 

in te rv ie w e d  on the  C a lifo rn ia  c a m p u se s . T he n e t  of i t  is  th a t  

s h e  f e e ls  o ld e r ,  m o re  m a tu re ,  m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  th a n  sh e  

th in g s  th e y  f e e l  f .  Som eone had  zKZxaec r a is e d  th e  q u e s tio n , 

w a s n ’t  sh e  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t th e re  be in g  so m e p ic k e tin g  when 

sh e  cam e  out to C a lifo rn ia . And one of th e  g i r l s  sh e  w as in -

te rv ie w in g  h ad  a n sw e re d  " If th e r e  is  going to  be an y  p ic k e tin g ,
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I  w ould  3djbexia3 b e  in  i t . M ore  th an  h a lf  o f th em  h ad  

p ro te s te d ,  p ick e tin g , c a r ry in g  p la c a r d s ,  and  fee lin g  

in  so m e  w ay th a t  i t  w as a  m a r k  of a c c o m p lish m e n t.

I w en t to  the  d e n tis t  and  f it te d  d r e s s e s  w ith  

L u c in d a , ta lk e d  to  Dorris  P ow ell in  K ar n a c k  abou t 

the  P o s t  O ffice w hich  I  v e ry  m u ch  hope w ill b e  a  

som ew hat d is tin g u ish e d  and  w;6 r th y  b u ild in g  in  m y  

l i t t le  hom etow n, and th e n  a  b i t  of r e s t ,  arid a t  fo u r  ; 

o 'do  ck  L e r a  T hom as cam e  b ack  f ro m  a  m o ntĥ

; _ V ietn am  w h ere  sh e  had  gone to  h o s p ita ls  an d  sch o o ls  

and  a te  w ith  the s o ld ie r s  in  th e i r  m e s s e s ,  ta lk e d  w ith  

th e m  by  th e  d o zen s , t r a v e le d  th e  len g th  of th e  la n d .

. ' She b ro u g h t m e  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  M rs .  C au lf ie ld  - m e d a l

of f re e d o m  w in n e r - - a  b lin d  w om an who w o rk ed  w ith  

the b lin d  in  V ie tn am , a  th r i l l in g  l e t t e r .  She to ld  s to ries 

of th e  w o rk  vritiix of in d iv id u al A m e ric a n  d o c to rs  g iv ing  ? .7 

two m o n th s  f ro m  th e i r  l iv e s  to  w o rk  w ith  th e  V ie tn am e s e 

a s  w e ll a s  o u r  s o ld ie r s ,  and  of an  A m e ric a n  w om an 

d o c to r n o t m o re  th a n  40 who had  s im p ly  im m e rs e d  

h e r  l ife  in  w ork ing  fo r  th e m . Had a  s m a ll  h o s p ita l



' w

C -1

1 '

' -..'I

w ith  m o re  p a tie n ts  s le e p in g  in  th e  h a lls  th an  in  b e d s , 

eind o u r p eo p le  a r e  tra in in g  m id w iv es , m e d ic a l  a s s i s ta n t s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  s in g u la r  o p p o rtu n ity  and a  kardanftiiaa-infif ;

. h a z a rd o u s  one fo r  a  w om an and a l l  the tim e  I w atch ed  L e ra

I  th o u g h t of h e r  hav in g  b een  fo r  a l l  th e se  y e a r s  th e  w ife of 

, one o f th e  m o s t  p o w erfu l m e n  on th e  H ill, and  now h e r e  sh e

■ is  a  w idow  and  w hat w ill sh e  do n e x t?

S, ‘ ' Then I  h e a rd  th e  to llin g  of a  d is ta n t b e l l .  Lyndon

. . , h ad  d is c u s s e d  the p o s s ib il i ty  th a t  she  m ig h t b e  seek in g  a  jo b . ' 

B le s s  h im , h e  s a id , y ou h av e  to  th in k  of so m eth in g  she  could  

do._ cou ld  you do if  you w ere  a  w idow ? T h e re  a r e  so

m a n y  re a s o n s  why I  l ik e  h im !  B ut fo r  now L e r a  is  n o t se ek in g  

a  jo b . She is  re tu rn in g  to  H ouston  to  h e lp  Ann have h e r  3 rd  

b a b y , and p ro b a b ly  to  m a r r y  off L e r a  in  M a rc h , and  th en w hat 

co m es n e x t sh e  d o e s n 't  know . :She is  u n c e r ta in  b u t sh e  is  an 

in d o m itab le  w om an. A funny g ift she b ro u g h t m e , fo r  Lyndon 

i t  w a s . I t  w as a  s h i r t  m ad e  o u t  o f a  s a c k  th a t  had  h e ld  A 

a  s o r t  o f a  ro u g h  w heat p ro d u c t, a p p a re n tly , th a t  we sen d  to  th e  

V ie tn am ese  fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  to  r e fu g e e s .  I  lau g h ed  and  th o u g h t 

th is  i s  th e  seco n d  tim e  a ro u n d . In m y  ch ildhood  th e  so n s  and  

d au g h te rs  of te n a n t f a r m e r s  w o re  s h ir ts  an d d r e s s e s  m a d e  o u t 

of ffaxgmoc flou r  s a c k s .  Som ebody in  th a t  AID p ro g ra m  m u s t  have 

a  p a s t  th a t  goes b a c k  to  th a t .

■
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: ( / And th en  a f te r  an  h o u r L e r a  le f t  and  m y  n e x t

T hey  le f t  ab o u t 6 . D uring  th e  a f te rn o o n  th e r e  had
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ap p o in tm en t cam e -  J o a n  C ra w fo rd , th a t  g la m o ro u s  woman I  hav eA* ■

w atch ed  on th e  s c r e e n  fo r  so  m an y  y e a r s ,  now a  V ice  P r e s i -  

d en t of P e p s i-C o la ,  w ith  L iz  and  S haron  and  R o s e m a ry  S tro e r  (? )

. She w an ted  to  t e l l  m e  ab o u t P e p s i 's  c o o p e ra tio n  on th e  b e a u ti-  

f ic a tio n  f ro n t .  S tre a m e rs  on th e i r  d e liv e ry  t r u c k s , l i t t e r  
l i t t e r

b ag s  and  b a r r e l s  to  be  d is tr ib u te d  b y  th e i r  d e a le r s ,  j
: / : , . - ; l i n e '’ V-̂ .

' '  ’ . a  o n  a l l  th e i r  TV com m e r c ia l s ,  a d d re s s  to  th e  young 

p eo p le  " I t 's  y o u r  c o u n try . P u t th a t  em p ty  b o ttle  in  th e  t r a s h

c o n ta in e r ." . ,  ̂ ■■V/.: --y'

,t I t  is  an  e n d le s s  fa sc in a tio n  to  m e  to  m e e t  p eop le

fro m  th e  s ta g e  and  ta lk  th e a t r e .  T hey a r e  g lamorous f o re v e r

in  c a p ita l  l e t t e r s .  I t  is  s u rp r is in g  to  m e  to  find  th a t  so m e of

th e m , and  lo ts  o f p eo p le  ev e ry w h e re , th in k  abou t u s  in  p o li t ic s

; w;ith th e  sam e  w ide e y e s .

. O f c o u r s e ,  I h ad  le f t  M iss  C ra w fo rd 's  n am e  a t  th e

g a te .  W hen she  w as s to p p ed  th e r e ,  sh e  had  s a id  sh e  w as a s k e d

"W hat do you have fo r  id e n tif ic a tio n ? "  She a n s w e re d  " J u s t  m y

f a c e ."  A h, fam e! I  w onder how long th a t  w ill s u f f ic e  fo r  an y

, ■ o f US. ■ : .

F o r  m e  th is  w as a  good ch an ce  to  th a n k , p r a i s e ,
. . .

ap p lau d  P e p s i  C o la ' s e ffo r ts  on keep ing  o u r co u n try  c le a n .
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b e e n  c a l l s ,  d a sh es  up to  th e  th ird  f lo o r , to  w elco m e o u r 

ho u se  g u e s ts ,  th e  J a c k  J o s e y s ,  th e  H aro ld  Y oungs, the  

M c G ro c k lin s , th e  Roy W h ite s , M r s . H e rb e r t  M a rc u s ,
a

S ta n le y 's  m o th e r  w a s n 't  com ing  u n til d in n e r  t im e ,  ajftd a r-  

r a n g ^ e n t s  fo r  t t e m  to  have to u rs  o r  c a r s  o r  te a  in  th e i r  

ro o m . '

T hen  I  h ad  a  ru b  alnd rev ie w e d  th e  g u e s t l i s t  and  

w en t p a r  th e -feg^ia g  c h a r t  w ith  B e s s . T hen J e a n  L o u is  cam e  

and  w ith  h is  deft to u ch  m ad e  a  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  b e tw een  m e  of 

t h e  a f te rn o o n  and m e of th e  even ing  w ith  m y  h a i r  p ile d  h ig h , 

and  I w o re  m y  v e ry  fa v o rite  d r e s s  - - th e  M olly  P a r n i s  w hite  

w ith  th e  b e a d e d  ja c k e t .  I  w as d r e s s e d  b y  7 :30 , an d  O kam oto  

d id  so m e  p ic tu re s  of m e  in  th e  Yel l ow R oom . M onths ^ d  

y e a r s  p a s s  and  ! sen d  out th e  samie p ic tu re s  s im p ly  b e c a u se  

I  d o n 't  sp en d  the t im e  to  g e t new  good ones m ade;.

i  O u r h ono r  g u e s ts  cam e a  l i t t le  b e fo re  8 and  I  m e t  

th e m  in  th e  Y ellow  Room  - -  T he C h ie f J u s t ic e  an d  M r s .  W a rre n  

and th e i r  fa m ily , th e  Jo h n  D aleys and  M rs .  C a rm e n  Clemente  

f i r s t  to  a r r i v e ,  th en  th e  S p eak er and  M rs .  M c C o rm a ck  w ith  

h is  h an d so m e nephew , E dd ie  M cC o rm ack  and  h is  p r e t ty  w ife . 

"M iss  H a r r ie t" on  a  cane w alk ing  w ith  g re a t  d iff icu lty , w ith  u n -  

f a iling devo ted  a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  h e r  hu sb an d  th e  S p ea k e r  who



lo o k ed  p a le r  an d  m o re  s e p u lc h ra l  th an  u s u a l.  I t w as

only  l a t e r  th a t I  found th a t  to d ay  a  cam p aig n  h ad  b een

lau n ch ed  to  u n se a t h im  fro m  h is  p o s itio n  a s  S p e a k e r , a

ch a llen g e  on the  H ill, a  co lum n  by  D rew  P e a r s o n ,  an d

l a s t  to  com e w e re  H u b ert and  M u rie l , looking v e ry  s h a rp  .

in  a  w hite  d r e s s .  H is s is te r^ , M rs ,  W m . B ain es  and  h e r  j

h u sb an d , h is  s is te r^ F ra n c e s  Howard^who l iv e s  h e r e ,  and

h is  b r o th e r  R alph  H u m p h rey  f ro m  b a c k  hom e - -  i t  is  h is

f i r s t  t im e  in  th e  W hite H o u se , H u b e rt ex p la in ed .

T hen  Lyndon cam e in  b rin g in g  M ike M an sfie ld

and S e n a to r  D irk se n  w ith  w hom  he had  b een  c o n fe r r in g .

T h e ir  w ives h ad  jo in ed  us e a r l i e r .  A m ong th e  w ives a t

l e a s t  a  f r e s h  s p i r i t  of u n io n , of g e ttin g  b a c k  tcQ ;e th e r in

Jan u a ry  is  s t i l l  a b ro a d , and  th e re  w as ta lk  of th e  f i r s t  m e e tin g
" V -  w ith

of th e  S enate  la d ie s  R ed C r o s s ,  aaad abou t 60 in a tte n d a n c e .

and- fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  a  Senate  w ife  in tro d u c in g  h e r  d a u g h te r  |
■ ■ ' ' ' ’ ' ' " . \  '-I
who had  jo in ed  th e  g ro u p , L o u e lla  D irk s e n ' s d a u g h te r , w hose ^

husban d is  S en a to r B a k e r  f ro m  T e n n e s s e e . T ^ e y  h ad  h ad  ab o u t j 

6 0  in  a tte n d a n c e . I  m is s e d  th e m . Som e T u e sd ay  I  w ill d ro p  in .

A t 8:15 the  c olo r  g u a rd  cam e in , and  th e  d e lig h tfu l 

b it  of p a gean try  s ta r te d ,  th e  re m o v a l of th e  c o lo rs  and  th e n  adix j 

th e  lin e  fo rm in g  to  go d o w n sta irs  -  Lyndon and  I to g ethe r ,
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th e n  H u b e rt and M u rie l,  and  then  th e  S p eak er and  M iss  

H a r r ie t t ,  and  the  C h ief J u s t ic e  and  M r s . W a rre n . We w ere

a l r e a d y  h a lf  w ay down th e  s t a i r s ,  and  I r e m e m b e re d  a g h a s t

I  sh o u ld  have m ad e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  M iss  H a r r i e t  to  com e 

down in  the  e le v a to r .  I  tu rn e d  b a c k  to  th e m  and  a p o lo g iz ed , 

b u t i t  w as ju s t  a s  e a s y  to  keep  d e sc en d in g . . T h e  s p e a k e r  s a id  

"She is  a  g r e a t  s o ld ie r " .  So, s low ly , p o n d e ro u s ly , we m ad e  

i t . ' / : ' " "

. A th e  foot of th e  s ta i r s  B e ss  lin ed  us up fo r  p ic tu re s
to  ■ -

and  jthe b ra v e  c a l l  o f H ail to  the C h ief and  w ith  h ea d  h igh we

m a rc h e d  to  the  E a s t  R oom  fo r  th e  re c e iv in g  l in e ,  w h ich  th is

t im e  s to o d  a l l  8 of u s  beg inn ing  w ith Lyndon and  th e  H u m p h rey s

a n d  M cC o rm ack s  and  W a rre n s  and  ending  w ith  m e  a t  th e  foo t

of th e  s ta g e , Howj^ c ro w d ed  th e  E a s t  Room  lo o k ed ! The s ta g e

and  190 g u e s ts ,  smd you s a c r i f ic e  so m eth in g  of th e  e leg an ce  

o f th e  s m a l le r  d in n e r .

B u t th is  is  a lw ays one of th e  h app iest, p a r t i e s  of th e  

y e a r .  E v erybody  know s ev ery b o d y . A ll th e  C a b in e t, in c lud ing  

th e  n e w l y  sw o rn  in  Al a n  Boyd and F la v i l ,  an d  a l l  th e  S u p rem e  

C o u r t, and  m uch  of th e  top  ech e lo n  of th e  H ouse and  Senate  

’th e  M c C le l la n s  and  R u s s e ll  L o n g s, and  E v e re t t  an d  L o u e lla  

D irk se n , and a ffab le  T om  K uchel w ith  p r e t ty  B e tty , M ike ajid  

M a u re en  M an sfie ld , th e  young and a t t r a c t iv e  W a lte r  M on d a le s   I
■■ ■

t ;•■I
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 - -  he is  H u b e r t 's  f o rm e r  co lleag u e  — and  th e r e  w e re  

two G o v e rn o rs  N elso n  R o c k e fe lle r  and  H appy, v e r y  soon  

to  have th e i r  second  ch ild  it  s e e m s . How w r q u ick ly  th e  w heel 

of fo rtu n e  t u r n s . I  am  g lad  th a t  boartxx both in  i ts  u p w a rd  

sesopKX sw eep s an d  down s u rg e s ,  an d now is  c e r ta in ly  one,

; w e h av e  lik e d  h im  and  he I b e liev e  h a s  lik e d  u s .  : A nd young

and  a t t r a c t iv e  G ov. G uy and M r s ,  G uy of N o rth  D ak o ta , ■

I t  w as a  slow  lin e  w hat w ith  8 of u s  in  i t  and  h a lf  

th e  p eo p le  p a u s in g  to  hug and k is s  e ac h  o th e r ,  i t  i s  th e  r e -  

z . . un ion  t im e  of y e a r .

A nd th en  th e r e  w e re  lo ts  of sp e c ia l  f r ie n d s  o f the  

H u m p h rey s  and th e  M cC o rm ack s  and  th e  C h ief J u s t ic e  in v ited  

fo r  th e  o c c a s io n  b e c a u se  i t  w as th e i r  p a r ty .  And M in n eso ta  

and C a lifo rn ia  and  M a ssac h u s e t ts  w e re  r e p re s e n te d  w ell* I 

d e lig h te d  pa3:1:icularrjrfor th e m  1̂ 0 s h a re  i t  w ith  those they lovê V'

■ ■
: F ro m  th e  g o v e rn m en t th e re  w e re  th e  R a m sa y  C la rk s  ; 

and  th e  T hurgood  M a rs h a l ls ,  and  Sol L in o w itz , fu ll  of e n th u s ia s m  

fo r  h is  job and o p tim ism , and  F a r r i s  B ry a n t th e  sh e p h e rd  of the  ; 

G o v e rn o rs  w ith  h is  lo v e ly  w ife; F ro m  o u r  s ta f f  th e  Ca lifa n o s , 

the  W atso n s, and  G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n  who m u s t be in d o c tr in a te d  

—- by know ing ev e ry b o d y , and  M ike M anatos w hose d a i l y  job  i t  is

to  d ea l w ith  the  C o n g re s s , and  L iz  C a rp e n te r  an d  a  s iz e a b le  

n u m b e r of o th e r  H ouse m e m b e rs  - -  M anny  C e l la r  an d R ep u b lican
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s ta lw a r t  L e s l ie  A ren d s  and  C h a r le s  H a lle c k , . 

an d tw o T exans who have su rv iv e d  the  y e a r s  w ith  im p o r tan t 

c o m m itte e  a s s ig n m e n ts , the  G e o rg e  M ahons and  th e  Bob 

P o a g e s .  O th e r  Southern*  who wield a  h eav y  p o w e r in  the

'H o u se ,. W ilbur M ills  and  M endel^ R iv e r s ,  H a le  B oggs 

v /h the  le a d e r s h ip ,  bu t no t C a r l  A lb e r t ̂ f r o m  th e  ;

R ep u b lican  s id e , G e r r y  F o rd  and  h is  p r e t ty  w ife B e t t y .  ;

And o u r o ld  f r ie n d s ,  th e  D ouglas A ra n ts  f r o m  A la b a m a  .V 

w ho u se d  to  hand le  so m e le g a l  w ork  fo r  m e  in  a  t im e  of th e  ; 

s e tt le m e n t of th e  e s ta te ,  and  th e  M iguel G u a ja rd o s  f ro m  

A cap u lco ^ asso c ia ted  w ith  som e of the  h a p p ie s t t im e s  of o u r  

> ; l i f e , .a n d  of c o u rse  o u r  h o u se  g u e s ts .

T he e n te r ta in m e n t w o rld  w as e s p e c ia l ly  w e l l  r e p r e -  ‘ 

sen te d . T on igh t w as the  m o s t  s ta r - s tu d d e d  e n te r ta in m e n t 

■the Wh ite  H ouse h a s  s e e n  in  a  long  tim e  -  C a r ol C h an ning doing. 

30 m in u te s  f ro m  H ello  D olly  and  w ith  h e r  w as th e  c o m p o se r  

J e r r y  H erm an  and P ro d u c e r  D avid M e r r ic k  who sh e  c a l ls  th e 

m o n ey  m an  of th e  show . \ .

A nd fro m  m y  e a r l i e s t  m e m o r ie s  of th e  g r e a t  of the  

s ta g e , A lfre d  L u n t and  L ynne F o n ta in e , ag ing  b u t e le g a n t, an d  

Jo an  C r aw fo rd  — th e re  w as a  m arv e lo u s  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  f ro m  

th is  a f te rn o o n . H er s im p le  b a s ic  b lack  d r e s s  co u ld  h av e  b e e n  

any b o d y ' s .  T on igh t h e r  sh o ck in g  p ink  d r e s s  and  c o a t announced  

h e r  p re s e n c e  f ro m  one end of th e  E a s t  R oom  to  th e  o th e r ,  an d  th e

j
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th a t
D ouglas F a irb a n k s ,  J r .s ,  g[ l e g e n d a r y  f ig u re  to  m e  , 

a  p r e t ty  young N eg ro  s in g e r ,  N ancy W ilson , a  b ig F a l -

s ta ff ia n  c h a r a c te r  w ith  a  b e a rd  whom  lo ts  o f g u e s ts  

re c o g n iz e d  a s  the  g re a t  ja z z  m an  f ro m  New O rle a n s^

fro m  th e  ed u ca tio n  w o rld  D r . B u tte r f ie ld  o f Wesleyan 

U n iv e rs ity  in  M id d le to w n , C onn. and  o u r  own D r  J a m e s  - 

M c C ro c k lin  f ro m  Sou thw est T ex as  S ta te  C ol l eg e , G eo rg e  

M eany  of L a b o r  ad v an ced  p o n d e ro u s ly  on h is  cadsKX ca n e , 

and C . R . S m ith  /^ b u s in e s s , le a n e d  ove r  a  m in u te  to  l e t  m e  

te l l  h im  how  m u ch  we than ked  h im  f o r  h is  g e n e ro s i ty  to  th e  

W hite H o u se , - He gave the  T hom as M o ran  p a in tin g  and  m a y  

g iv e  th e  T a te .  T he P r e s s  w as th e re  in  fu ll fo rc e  - -  th e  Dan  

R a th e r s  an d n e a r ly  b lin d  V ic to r  R e is e l ,  R ay  S h e a re r  b e c a u s e  

he c o v e rs  u s  so  co n s ta n tly  in  T ex as  I fe e l e s p e c ia l ly  e a sy  

a ro u n d  h im , and the sa m e  fo r  th e  J a c k  H o r n e r s , an d  th e  Bob 

Y oungs and  th e  K ir k p a t r ic k s .

W hen the  len g th y  lin e  w as a t  l a s t  o v e r , L yndon  to o k  

M u rie l and  and M r s . W a rre n  to  the  S ta te  D ining R o o m . I  w en t 

in to  the  B lue Room  w ith  H u b ert on m y  r ig h t  and  th e  S p e ak e r  

on m y  le f t .  N ext to  h im  s a t  M rs .  M c C o rm a ck . T h ey  a r e  

n e v e r  s e p a ra te d  a t d in n e r  p a r t i e s .  In  fa c t  , in  a l l  th e  long  

d ecad es  o f th e i r  m a r r ia g e ,  he has  had  d in n e r  w ith  h e r  e v e ry  

n ig h t. And th en  R u s s e ll  Long, a lo n e . K a th e rin e  w ill  com e up 

w hen h is  d a u g h te r  is  q u een  of the  M a rd i  Gr a s ,  A nd B e tty  Kuc h e l



a lw ays a  good g u e s t, she k eep s  h e r  s id e  o f the  ta b le  l iv e ly ,
. ■■

and th en  D avid M e r r ic k  (? )  and  Lynne F o n ta in e  who sp e n t 

m o s t  o f th e  even ing  ta lk in g  to  e a c h  o th e r  . I  cau g h t one 

p h ra s e  "W hen have you s e e n  N oel? " I w as fa sc in a te d  by  

L ynne F o n ta in e  who w o re  a  regal , flow ing c r e am  o r  g ra y  

chiffon  a s  queen ly  a s  h e r  own m a n n e r , h an d so m e  je w e le d  

p in  - -  i t  lo o k ed  lik e  the  C z a r  of th e  a l l  th e  R u s s ia n s  m ig h t . 

h av e  g iven  i t  to  h e r ,  h e r  h a i r  p ile d  on top  o f h e r  h e a d  .,;:in 

h e r  la te  70s c re a tin g  th e  il lu s io n  of b e a u ty . She d re w  m e  lik e  > 

a  m a g n a te . I  h ad  looked  up so m e  of th e  th ings she  h ad  p lay ed  

in  ah e ad  and  found th a t  th ey  to o k  m e  a ll  the  w ay b a c k  to  m y  o ld  

f a v o r i te s ,-D e s ig n  fo r  Living_ and  I d i o t ' s  D e lig h t, -  N oel C o w ard  

I  th in k . T h e re  Shal l  b e  No N ight, the m o s t s t i r r in g  w a r p la y  

I  r e m e m b e r .  I  spoke ab o u t th em  b r ie f ly .  She to ld  m e  she w as 

doing A n a s ta s ia  fo r  TV in  M a rc h . The c o n v e rsa tio n  n a tu r a l ly  

g ra v ita te d  to  th e  th e a t r e ,  and  H u b e r t  - no s u r p r i s e  -  c a m e  up 

wi th  th e  l iv e l ie s t  SHtEugjDc s to r ie s  of a l l ,  s to r ie s  o f a  t ra v e l in g  

co m p an y  com ing  to  th e  o p e ra  ho u se  in  South Dak o ta ,  I t  w ould 

be n am ed  th e  Ope ra  H ouse \  W hat d re a m  o t  g lo ry  c a u s e d  th e m  

a l l  to  b e  n am ed  th a t  in  M arsha l l  o r  Jo h n so n  C ity  o r  th a t  l i t t l e  

tow n in  South D ako ta . T h ey  b o rro w ed  h is  M o th e r 's  d av e n p o rt 

and  ru g  e v e ry  y e a r ,  and  th e  fa m ily  got f re e  t ic k e ts  to  th e  p la y

■ in  r e tu r n .  H u b ert w as in  g r e a t  fo rm  and c a r r i e d  th e  ta b le  w ith  

h im . I  w as g ra te fu l  b e c a u se  on m y  le f t  the S p eak e r w as s i le n t

• i'



- an d  sa d  ■serving M iss  H a r r i e t 's  p la te , sp eak in g  g en tly  

to  h e r ,  and  I  p u zz lin g  in  m y  m in d  h e r  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  

h im  as  f a r  rem o v ed  a s  p o s s ib le  f ro m  th e  days e v en ts  in 

t h e  H o u s e .
/»

We had  S o le  N ina , d e l ic io u s,. and  Phe a s a n t  M u r ie l .

— H u b e r t  s a id  th e w ild  r ic e  should  be  a f te r  h im ., An d th e n  a

• ch o co la te  Souffle H a r r i e t .  M y h e a r t  a lw ays l i f ts  w ith  th e
■■■ ' ■?■■.■,'1>..'^ .̂■■"■ 

s in g in g  s tr in g s* -  I fe e l like it's a  s p e c ia l  g ift to  th e  g u e s ts ,

 ̂ B u t n e x t com es a  p ro b le m  we h a v e n 't  so lv e d  w hen w e have :

a  d in n e r  in  two ro o m s . T hose  of us in  the  B lue R oom  can n o t

. see  th e  P r e s id e n t  w hen he  r i s e s  fo r  h is  to a s t  . T h e  m u rm u r
V'‘’'^V-;:'|''''"^-''.his f i r s t  

of v o ic e s  c o n tin u e s . We alw ays lo se  h is  firs t p h r a s e  o r  tw o

o r  a  s e n te n c e , b u t i t  w as sp len d id ,: h is  t o a s t . : I  l ik e d  e s p e c ia lly

th e  lin e  " It w a s  the r ic h n e s s  of th is  A m e ric a n  e a r th  th a t  m a d e

us p o w erfu l and  a ff lu e n t. I t w as the f id e lity  of m e n  lik e  th e s e

th a t  m a d e  us f r e e . " T h e se  w e re  the  th re e  h o n o re e s ,  th e  V ice

P r e s id e n t ,  th e  S p eak e r an d  th e  C h ie f J u s t i c e . 

- ’ , In  h is  re p ly  H u b e rt le f t  off being  funny fo r  o n ce

and  w as  s e r io u s  in  re c a ll in g  F D R 's  l a s t  w r itte n  b u t unspoken  

w o rd s , th e  g is t  of w hich  I  r e c a l l  " T h e re  is  no  l im i t  to  our. 

a c c o m p lish m e n ts  of to m o rro w  ex ce p t our fa ilin g  to d a y . "

T h e  S p eak er w h en  h is  t im e  cam e  chan g e d  f ro m  h is  3

subdued  and  sa d  m a n n e r  of the even ing  to  a  t a l l  a n d  co m m an d in g  

f ig u re .  He c a lle d  the  W hite H ouse This M an sio n  of d e s tin y  to



w hich  few  a r e  c a l le d ", "o u r le a d e r  to  day is  a  m a n  biiaixx 

b ig g e r  th a n  l i f e ,  a  m an  caxaacx c lo se  to  the  s o il  and  to  th e  

B ib le , a  m a n  who is  on th e  la r g e s t  s c a le s  o f hu m an  p r o g r e s s . "  

A nd C h ie f J u s t ic e  W a rre n 's  re p ly  viRaaciiix I  can.

, c h a r a c te r iz e  m a in ly , ju s t  a s  I c an  h im , of good w ill, sw e e t,  

T hen we r o s e  up and  w ent in to  the: R ed Room , and

th e  G re e n  Room  and  the  H a ll to  sp e a k  to  th o se  p eo p le  we h ad  

m is s e d  and  have s om e b ra n d y  and spend  10 m in u te s  sdifabac 

b e fo re  th e  m a rv e lo u s  e n te r ta in m e n t.

In in tro d u c in g  one g u es t to  a n o th e r  I c a lle d  h e r  b y  

th e  w rong  n a m e , even  going on to  add  th e  w rong  h o m e tow n, 

and  f ro m  th e n  on th e  r e s t  o f the evening fe lt  abou t 14 y e a r s  

o ld  and. a l l  thum bs and k n ees  a t  th e  v e ry  o th e r  end o f th e  . 

s c a le  o f p o ise  and co m m an d . M iss  F o n ta in e  had  so m e th in g

v e r y  n ic e  to  s a y  to  L yndon . She lik e d  h is  to a s t ,  th e  w o rd s  

b ro u g h t t e a r s  to  h e r  e y e s ,  I  f e l t  a s  good a s  I had  b ad  th e  '

m o m e n t b e f o r e , : : . She a ls o  to ld  m e  h e r  d r e s s  w as co p ied ; > 

exact l y af t e r  bnerTshe"had had  maifle" 25 y e a r s  b e fo re  fo r  a. 

g r e a t  o c c a s io n , I had  h e a rd  M o reau  (? )  had  m a d e  h e r  c lo th e s  

and  she  s a id  th e  sam e  d re s s m a k e r  had  m ad e  th is  o n e , I  f e l t  

g r e a t ly  f la t te r e d .  She h ad  had  th is  one m ade, fo r  h e r  v is i t  to  th e  

W hite H o u se . (end of tap e)

l l
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T u esd ay , J a n u a ry  17 (Continued)

T hen  Lyndon and I and the  s ix  honor g u es ts  took o u r s e a ts  in  

the f r on t ro w in th e  E a s t  R oom  and j n . ^ e r y  c h a ir  th e re  w as a  p ro g ra m  

w ith  a  g re e n -g o ld  s e a l  on i t  w ith  a  d e lig h tfu l p ic tu re  of D olly  and the 

sy n o p sis  of w h at w e w ould s e e  —  th ir ty  m in u te s  f ro m  A ct II. E le g a n c e  - -  

the  w a i te r s  g a llo p ed  and H e llo  D olly w as  enchantm ent!! T he w a i te r s  d id

g a llo p , th e  c o s tu m e s  w e re  h i la r io u s .  The au d ien ce  k e p t t im e  w ith  th e i r  ...

fe e t  o r  le a n e d  fo rw a rd  and th en  th e  aw a ited  m o m en t w hen D olly cam e  in ,  ̂

in  p in k  a n d  c r im s o n  and c h e r ry  r e d  s a tin  and b eads and a  b u sh e l of fe a th e rs^  

fo r  a  h a t. I t  w as  one of the g a y e s t t im e s  I re m e m b e r  in  the  W hite  H o u se  

and o v e r  a l l  too soon. W hen the c u r ta in  c am e  to fo r  the  l a s t  tim e  a f te r

•'-r. ■

s to rm s  of ap p lau se , G ow er C ham pion  b ro u g h t C a ro l down the  s te p s  and 

D avid  M e r r ic k  c a m e  up to jo in  us and a l l  the c a s t  stood  beh ind  us and 

the  H u m p h rey s , M cC o rm ack s  and  W a rre n s  c a lle d  in  a g ro u p , "This   . •

o ld  h o u se  is  b u rs tin g  a t the s e a m s  ton igh t," and th e re  w e re  p ic tu re s ,  

p ic tu re s ,  p ic tu re s .  T hen  th e  band  s tru c k  up H appy B ir th d a y  to You and ?

a  huge  c ake w as w h ee led  in  as  p ink  and  c h e r ry  and c r im s o n  a s  D o lly 's

own dress. This w a s  the, fou rth  anniv ers ary  of the opening o f the show .

C a ro l  h e r s e l f  h a s  p e r fo rm e d  i t  o v e r a  tho u san d  tim e s  and h e r e  began  ' i:

the  seco n d  and im p ro m p tu  show  - -  a  liv e ly  exchange of two o r  th re e  ; 

m in u te s , C a ro l  sa id , "D e a r  M r. P re s id e n t ,  w e a r e  a ll so touched .

You knew  w e w e re  com ing . Lady B ird , I u n d e rs tan d  you h av e  th e  f in e s t

■ r e c ip e s  fo r  c a k e s  - -  a l l  of th em  fro m  D olly  M ad iso n . "



T u esd ay , J a n u a ry  17 (C ontinued)

She in tro d u c e d  the  h ead s  of the  c a s t ,  e a c h  one w ith  a  quip, 

and th en  tu rn e d  to the au d ien ce . "I am  deep ly  g ra te fu l  fo r  the  G re a t  

S ocie ty  b e c a u se  ap p a re ntly  you know  how to s p re a d  i t  a ro u n d ."  T h is  

w as an  obvious r e fe r e n c e  to th e  lin e s  in  the p lay  "M oney is  l i k e  ator 

m a n u re  w h ich  d o e s n 't  do any good u n le s s  i t  i s  s p re a d  a ro u n d ."  T h a t 

b ro u g h t down the  h o u se , bu t b e fo re  they  cou ld  re c o v e r ,  Lyndon sa id , 

"w e 'v e  g o t to c lo se  down th is  show b e fo re  S en a to r D irk se n  ta k e s  i t  

o v e r ,"  and  then  he  re a c h e d  ou t and  to o k  the S en a to r b y  th e  a r m . S en a to r 

D irk se n  am b led  up to m e e t  M iss  C hanning  and sh e  qu ick ly  sa id , "M any • 

p eo p le  sa y  w e sound a lik e ," and the au d ien ce  r o a r e d  aga in . Lyndon 

looked  o v e r  fo r  S en a to r M an sfie ld , s e n t so m eo n e  to find  h im . .

A p p a re n tly  he w as gone and in  the  m a n n e r  of a  c e r ta in  S e n a to r ia l  coup le  

n am ed  Jo h n so n , th e  o th e r  p a s t  A d m in is tra tio n s  b e fo re  1961, a  good 

m an y  of th e  g u e s ts ,  th e  b u s ie r  o r  o ld e r  o n e s  go hom e  be f o r e  th e  - — 

e n te r ta in m e n t. '; ; , ; ;

■ T hen  th e  g u e s ts  f i l te r e d  ou t in to  the  g r e a t  h a l l  and th e  M a rin e  

B and th e r e  s tr u c k  up d an ce  m u s ic  and  Lyndon le d  C a ro l  ou t on to  th e  

f lo o r . H e r  fe a th e re d  h a t c o v e re d  h is  face  as  they  danced . R a th e r  th an  

jo in  in, n e a r ly  everybody  jo in ed  a c i r c le  and w atched . T he n ig h t r e a l ly  

h a s  been  a  n ig h t of p o lit ic ia n s  ru b b e rn e ck in g  a t  th e a te r  c e le b r i t ie s  and 

show  p eo p le  ru b b e rn e c k in g  a t th e  p o lit ic ia n s . .'Well, th is  w as a 

c o m b in a tio n  n o t to be m is s e d . T hen H u b e r t took o v er w ith  C a ro l.

Doug F a irb a n k s  a sk e d  m e  to dance  and ta lk s  as c h a rm in g ly  a s  he



-^ 1  ̂ T u esd ay , J a n u a ry  17 (C ontinued)

looked. H e spoke of h is  v is i ts  to the  W hite H ouse^beginning w ith  the  

e a r ly  day s  of FD R . He u se d  to m ak e  a  few  t r ip s  fo r  F D R  - -  in fo rm a tio n  

g a th e r in g . H e s m ile d  im p lic a tiv e ly  and sa id , "I w as no NO. 007, m ay b e  

an  003 1 /2 . ■'

‘ H e th e n  spoke of th e  In au g u ra tio n  of 1941. T h e re  w as  a  

d an ce  a t  the  W hite H o u se  b e fo reh an d  and sudden ly  som eone  c am e  up 

to h im  w ith  th e  m e s s a g e  th a t he  m u s t  le av e  a t  o n ce  - -  th a t R o b e r t  . 

S herw ood w as w ritin g  th e  In a u g u ra l S peech  and h e  had  b een  ta k e n  i l l  

an d  h e  h a d  th e  ta s k  of co m p le tin g  i t  and an h o u r to do i t  in . Q uaking, 

h e  le f t  th e  f lo o r  an d som ehow  go t th ro u g h  the  task(

A few  o th e r  g u e s ts  d r if te d  in  fo r  the  e n te r ta in m e n t. " ^ 

A m b a ssa d o r  E d w ard  C la rk , who w e ju s t  found out w as in  tow n and h is  

d a u g h te r , L e ila ,  m o s t  im p re s s e d , N ancy D ic k e rso n  looking v e ry  : 

b ea u tifu l in  g re e n  s a tin . B e fo re  12:30 Lyndon le f t  and I soon fo llow ed. 

H e  sa id , " if  you  w ould lik e  to g e t th e  h o u se  g u e s ts  up, I w ill s lip  on a ' 

r o b e  and  w e  w ill h av e  a  n ig h tcap . ” So I g o t B e s s  to look fo r  th e  J o se y s  

an d  th e  Y o u n g s  and th e  W h ites . I  t ook the M cC ro ck lin s  up. I h ad   ̂

n o ticed  th a t  M rs . H e r b e r t  M a rc u s , who a p p a re n tly  had  a w o n d erfu l 

tim e , m o s tly  tak en  u n d er the w ing of th e  A be F o r ta s e s  and the  M arv in  

W atso n s, h ad  gone up a  good d e a l e a r l i e r  and w atve a p p a re n tly  a lre a d y  

a s le e p . So, th e  other ten  of us who w e re  spend ing  the  n igh t u n d e r  th e  ro o f  

m e t  in  th e  Y ellow  R oom  and Ed and L e ila  jo in ed  us and fo r  an  h o u r 

w e re v ie w e d  th e  p a r ty .  No two co u p les  en joyed i t  m o re  than  th e  Roy

m

t

i
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W hites, to w hom  i t  is  th e  g r e a te s t  p le a s u re  to o ffe r  som e h o s p ita lity , 

and the  J a c k  J o s e y s , a  m e m b e r  of the B o ard  of R eg en ts  of the  U n iv e rs ity , 

an  a t t r a c t iv e  coup le , no t too b la s e  to be r e a l ly  th r i l le d  a t  be ing  in  th e  

W hite H ouse . : M ary  L o u ise  and I ta lk e d  abou t L o n g le a  - -  long ago a  

p la c e  of en ch an tm en t in  m y  life . A lic e  does no t liv e  th e re  now. It 

h a s  b een  so ld  to  one of the P a u l M ellon  in te re s ts^  sh e  th in k s . T h is  is  

the  co zy  in tim a te  p a r t  of a W hite H ouse  v is i t  so I t r ie d  to m a k e  i t  fo r

b e n e fit, re c o u n tin g  o u r s ta y  in  A u s tr a l ia  fo r th em  a l l  and i t  w as

1:30 b e fo re  h e  w en t to b ed  - -  h e  to h is  n ig h t re a d in g  and I to s le e p .

1 9 6 7  h ad  begun  a u sp ic io u s ly  on the so c ia l f ro n t, a t  le a s t ,

Cu U ^
all'tJff’lL s u rro u n d e d  by a  sw a rm  of tro u b le s  on e v e ry  o th e r  s id e .

■■ ■

each  of the  co u p le s  a  p e r s o n a l  m o m en t of being  ta lk e d  to and l is te n e d  

to . Lyndon w as in  g r e a t  fo rm  te llin g  the  M e n z ie s ' s to ry  fo r  E d 's  " ,


