THURSDAY, JANUARY 19

' It began with a surprise snow. ‘The Secret Service and

Administrative As sistants came in late,with tales of taking two_ |

hours to get to work where 1t ordmarlly took twenty minutes. I slept :

1ate— ?

ast nine.. It was 10 00 o clock when I left for my Spanish class, '
varr1v1ng at Mrs. Lopez Maguire s in Georgetown. Mercedes had gone .
on a two month's tr1p and we were to meet at La Profesora s to f1nd

that on y Grace Dodd and I had braved the elements. Therewer_e Calls_ L

during._hthe mormng about_‘sho_ulld we :postpo‘ne the reception':for the E

: Senators Athis'e'v‘ening. More' snow was,forecast "for "the.rest of.the‘ |

' day If Washmgton were unmobihzed, 1t could be a forlorn party. N

- I took a chance on gomg ahead w:.th it and strongly urged that we do

Back at the VVh1te House, I talked w1th Juanita in the S .

Pre81dent's Office about the Executive Suite in the lerary. She g

was workmg on her seventh drawmg of 1t and w111. be ready to discuss :

it with Max on _,hi'__s next visit to Washington. ;I went to the Queen's' Room .
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from which Andrew Jackson's great bed had been removed,. little gold
chairs put in in'”a semic’ircle,' a small library table in front of the
firebiace, for the”p'odiurn, hopefully made more informai by‘a bo_uquet ,

of flowers and :p.l..enty' of ashtrays. It was covered with a lace 'c-loth out .

€

of courtesy for our speakers,..—ﬁ,hort skirts are a problem these days. -
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iSenate and no firm dec131on yet on the House.. I had been determined B

'Just fine, young and br1ght and quick George 1s back to work already

- ' 'It 1s a cozy, 'attractive room, and working at my desk a.nd then ran out
S to Mn,,:_"_].?er, s_ for _a comb-out,,"'returnlng '.in time to be- dressed in my blue ~ :
: v;.afiﬁ"":'of this first of the receptions We were trylng a new format and

I was uncertain and n’er‘vo\is ‘about it. We had exhausted showmg them '

Thur sday, January 19 (antinued)'

The room looked’as"»cc'myas,we could make it for fifty wornen and I - |

went 'oVerstheTsce.na'rio with Bess and Liz while we had a cup _of X o

bouillon in my‘ room. i

milThe 'event was a buffet supper for half the Senate 11ke we - o

i LAl

from h1s rough operation. T

-In the fafterno’on'lI '.lit'the fire 1n mj‘iit'tle dre-s sing fdéﬁ{ofﬁcef j‘,;

ARSI

the_..fse‘oond floorandhav1ngamov1e “So ton1ght we would have a talk

s'ession a_nd‘ the.”topie was beanti‘fication.-b ‘At first we had the reeeivmg.
line .in_:thfe Green R.oo‘rn.‘ ‘ All Of‘the‘ fires were burnin‘g rnerrily; vdrinks : SR
and heavy hors d' oeuvres .because 1‘t was a long t:u'ne untﬂ. dmneri

Forty of the fifty Senators had. accepted and for the briefzng
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- the Albert Gores, the Sam Erv1ns, and Spessard Holland among the ‘
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Thur sday, 'y January 19 ‘((‘3 ontinued)_ '_

co
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there was Gardner Ackley of the Economic Advisers, Charley Schultze

of Budget : and Dean Rusk and Bob McNamara and a'brace of our‘staff

i

' thexr daughter and her husband the new Senator and Mrs. Howand

members, Cahfano and K1ntner and Mlke Manatos and Dav1d Bunn and

Henry Hall W1lson, who deal thh the Congress all of the t1me and

B Marv1n Watson and Larry O'Brlen. Mostly 1t was the rank1ng Senators,

' .beg1nn1ng w1th M1ke Mansf1eld who came w1thout Maurma.__.ﬂhe was not

feehng well,. and Everett D1rksen and Louella, who had to leave early

' because the R.epubhcans were hav1ng the1r own State of the Umon at " . o

9 00 o clock on Cap1tol H1ll So h‘e and many of. the- Republicans must’ ,:;.f'

leave well before then and they had w1th them a most unusual team,

~~~~~

Baker, "of‘ Ten'nessee."-lAll'en Ellender came,-joking, about when‘was- I -

' ,g01ng to come to another luncheon at the Cap1t01 where he d1d the cook1ng

"Just name the date, "I sa1d B1ll and ;Betty Ful.brlght--she has always

been warm and fr1endly and charmmg, and Chnt and Henr1etta Anderson,

It was a. quxck l1ne and I was anx10us to make 1t run on tlme,

partly for the'convemence of the Republicans._ So a lxttle past 6 30 I

took the lad1es up to the Queen s Room and Lyndon and the men went

' 1nto the East R.oom for br1ef1ng.' ‘As we were'about to get settled a funny

thlng happened A very pretty, very young g1rl whom none of us knew,

' fSoutherner_s John Spa.rkman w1thout Ivo and Betty and Herman Talmadge._ ,' s

came ‘into the back of the room, an Aide br1ng1ng her. I,went over to SR :
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E ~~-pretty but from South Carohna. '

: 'work nd we would produce a really 11ve1y, 1nterest1ng round table

" thelr, usr'n'es'sh { about‘ an;» our,', ,I 'would love to hear ,what was'-f-,;i:

_ J'ohn Sherman Cooper and Mrs. Blrch Bayh and Trudye Fowler all
-of 'whom‘, ha_.d been makmg speeches_ on conservatlon _and beaut1£1cat1on..
' .toi"én”ﬁs someof their experiences, wi.th Jane'Free'man as the L
"and';kept 1t n_rovrng': a‘t a 5pr1te1y pace and th‘e_lad1es talked aboutwtenp_ ER

g 'minute"s each. Lorraine 'Cooper ‘was great. : She gave u‘s, 'with humor, '

» knock‘s. and frustratlons along the way in trylng to make a g1£t to a

. ‘Thursday, ‘January 19 ’(Continued)v

meet her and sure enough,i 1t was Senator Strom Thurmond's date. He

falwa'ys';brings a young and lovely girl vand Bess', expla’nation's politely put . . L

-that because thls party is part bu31ness, » 1t is 11m1ted to Members of

Congreﬂssrand the1r w1ves,’ falls on deaf ears.‘ Last year the young

"sts Peach Blossom,-’ of Georgla. : Thls year she was equally

Well r ow was the t1me to see. whether our format would

and sa1d that whlle the men would be conductmg

happenmg across the country 1n the home states and towns of our

guests _and to get. the ball rolhng, I had asked three of them——Mrs

Moderator. So Iturned 1t over to Jane, who 1s 11vely, qu1ck capable“‘“ <

the ca.psuled hlstory of a l1ttle park in the center of the1r home town V

of Somerset Kentucky and the best th1ng was she told us the hard

cornmunity. And then Marvella, who had some good v1gnettes, one -

espec1ally of Colurnbus, Indlana--l th1nk 1t was--1t was called the :
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Thursday, January 19 (Continued) -

Athens of the Plains because Ione philanthropic citizen spends his.
‘ money to h1re a bxg name--really great arch1tect--for any pubhc
‘structure that JS go1ng up.. Apparently 1t may be the L1brary, or

" the Post Offlce or the Flre House.‘ So the town 1s prest1g1ously

marked w1th qu1te d15t1ngu1shed bu1ld1ngs o And then Trudye, who-—.‘ij. SRR

sk ;‘ '.

mlldly amu51ng 1n a takeoff on her husband,\ the man who was always 'f‘ :

'murnbhng in b1g f1gures, and who gave us some very good statlst1cs SO

_ina pa’latable-_fakshron. I was‘really proud of them all Now the

questl'.or{'. ‘..woul‘d':anyth1ng start I had done my l&nework a b1t I "

}'Beth1ne‘ Church and Louella D1rksen

.-had e'alled thr e‘e or "fou'r.':;wives.

and Henrletta Anderson and B_etty 'I'ah'nadge, and L1z had made a few S

other,:jcalls. 'I'o my pleasure they d1d beg1n. They all chlrned 1n w1th'

some suggestmn or achrevement or expenence from the1r own home "‘

area,' . but alas, '-I do not know how much ‘of it was the result of our

N effort beforehand and how much was genulne spontaneous 1nter est
: sparked by, the dlscussmns. Bess had sent me a couple of. notes that

'the men were nearly through so I arose and suggested everyone 301n

me 1n the Yellow Room for a. drmk and then one of the crlses( _. Anotherv - ",’

note;;they were hunfr up on questmns ‘and it appeared 11kely to go oh
mdefltutely. ' So I wrote Lyndon a little note suggestmg that 1t would |
Lo~ be'a better party if he brought it to the end wh11e everyone was st1ll.
ﬁ ) eager-for d1scu581on. Surpr1s1ngly he d1d in short order. Later, I
| found that he had read my note to the group. So wewere downstairs

L ‘-__,é' R




’ Thursday, J a.nua.ry"l9 (C_pntlxiued)

in the State D1n1ng Room by elght for the buffet and qu1te de11c1ous it

was—-roast beef and ham and mlxed seafood over r1ce, a pretty table

. it was, but I spent most of my tlme movmg among the guests, thankmg

; __my speakers, ‘who were dears. They d1d 50 want to do well I know 1t'

took tune and trouble and I apprec1ated 1t We talked to Mrs. Gruenmg, o

:.who was in a _wheelcha:.r. e Lou Tower sa1d she ha.d some exaxnples she o

‘wanted o g1ve about Texas and Senator Tower sa1d 1n a very chummy.,.

‘ Dav1dson and h". hatchet blow. i Sure enough Senator Strom Thurmond

gotv“called away by a sudden telephone mes sage concernmg & death o'v'

we Ima.cle sure that h1s pretty date met people and I hope had a g o-

s I told Ev1e how sorry I had been to m1ss the party for Clark's"-:.__

| letleth blr thday Clark's daughters and fa,mllY had put on a Sklt—-ThlS “

'1s Your Llfe, /and 1t had been h11ar1ous a11 the guests sa1d I don‘t a ;

bit_hke bemg recluses from soc1al 11fe.,_ Stu is so gay and young in .

' sp1r1t and amused me so very ‘much by gallantly recallmg what fun we
- 7~ . had had, dancmg when we flrst knew each o}ther years ago, our good»
’ _ times with Neya and Wesley. o "" - U e " Co 8

: The ladles sa1d they had had the b1ggest meetmg ever at the

0 i o i k'

openlng day of the Senate—W1ves Red Cross--—s1xty members.. All'. 3 =
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1 ‘c_:Q.uld scarcelysay I ﬁadéottgh the s.’o'cia.l s‘eascion off:t':o af_g_'plbicll start ; _‘ )
‘with 2 greatmtellectualsalon ,‘:bfi.u‘iant'e’mha‘ngé of ifdeas',: ,.b#t': it’_héd -

been a pleasant-~and I think seful vening. Lyidon felt the bristings’

g hadbeengood a.fewsuperbandappa.rentlythey hadcomeunscathed

g to the’ (iuééi:ionirig 5.
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- "I‘h'ufsda‘y, ‘January 19 “(Contihued) S

it was a ‘chummy,' pl.e'asantkre'}v'éning wh1ch ended promptly about 9:00

d*clb_ck and I‘_had exercisfes‘_a_nd gof a fub_ J.and was in Bed by" eleven. . .




