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It b eg an  w ith  a  s u r p r i s e  snow. T he S e c re t  S e rv ic e  and  

A d m in is tra tiv e  A s s is ta n ts  cam e  in  la te  w ith  ta le s  of tak ing  two 

h o u rs , to g e t to  w o rk  w h e re  i t  o rd in a r i ly  took tw enty  m in u te s , I  s le p t  

l a t e - p a s t  n in e . I t  w as 10:00 o 'c lo c k  w hen I le f t  fo r  m y  Spanish, c la s s ,  

a r r iv in g  a t  M rs .  L opez  M a g u ire 's  in  G eorgetow n. M e rc e d e s  h a d  gone 

on a  two m o n th 's  t r ip  and  w e w e re  to  m e e t  a t  L a  P r o f e s o r a 's  to  find  

th a t  only G ra c e  Dodd and I had  b ra v e d  the  e le m e n ts . T h e re  w e r e  calls. i

d u rin g  th e  m o rn in g  abou t should  w e p o stp o n e  the re c e p tio n  fo r  the  ■ . i

S e n a to rs  th is  evening . M o re  snow  w as f o r e c a s t  fo r  t h e . r e s t  of th e  |

day . If W ash ing ton  w e re  im m o b iliz e d , i t  cou ld  be a  fo r lo rn  p a r ty .

I  took  a  ch an ce  on going ah ead  w ith  i t  and s tro n g ly  u rg e d  th a t  w e  do 

so . ' V '  ■

B ack  a t  t h e  Wh ite  H ouse, I ta lk e d  w ith  J u a n ita  in  th e  

P r e s id e n t 's  O ffice  abou t the E x ecu tiv e  Suite  in  th e  L ib ra ry .  She . 

w as w o rk in g  on h e r  sev en th  d raw in g  of i t  and w ill  be re a d y  to d is c u s s  

i t  w ith  M ax on  h is  n ex t v is i t  to W ashing ton . I w ent to th e  Q u een 's  R oom  

f ro m  w hich  A ndrew  J a c k s o n 's  g r e a t  bed  h ad  b een  re m o v e d , l i t t l e  go ld  

c h a ir s  p u t in  in  a  s e m ic ir c le ,  a  s m a ll  l ib r a r y  tab le  in  f ro n t of the 

f ir e p la c e ,  fo r  the  podium , h o pefu lly  m ad e  m o re  in fo rm a l by a  bouquet 

of f lo w e rs  and  p len ty  of a s h tr a y s .  I t  w as c o v e re d  w ith  a  la c e  c lo th  ou t 

of c o u r te s y  fo r  b u r s p e a k e r s ,- s h o r t  s k ir t s  a r e  a  p ro b le m  th e s e  d a y s .

r - r  ■ , ,  ...........ii. t w r r i i i M M M I i i ^
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(  ■  ̂  ̂ - ^*■■ ■ • ' ■ ;
T he ro o m  looked  a s  cozy a s ,w e  could  m a k e  i t  fo r  f if ty  w om en  and I 

w en t o v e r  th e  s c e n a r io  w ith  B e ss  and L iz  w hile  w e h a d  a  cup of 

b o u illo n  in  m y  ro o m . ■

T he e v en t w as a  bu ffe t su p p e r fo r  h a lf  the  S en a te  lik e  w e 

h ad  h a d  in  '6 4  and  ' 65 and  p ro b ab ly  th e  f i r s t  of a  s e r ie s ,  two fo r  the  

S en a te  and  no f i r m  d e c is io n  y e t  on the  H o u se . I had  b een  d e te rm in e d  

to  w a it  Lyndon o u t  today  fo r  lunch , bu t u su a lly  I  am  too h u n g ry  a f te r  

only  co ffee  and ju ic e  a t  b re a k fa s t ,  bu t h e  cam e  hom e f a i r ly  e a r ly  

to d ay  - -  2 :30  - -  and  I jo in e d  h im  fo r  lunch  w ith  C o n g re s sm a n  P h i l  

L a n d ru m , of G eo rg ia  and a. new  C o n g re ssm a n , I th ink  n am ed  J a c k  

B rin k ley , T o m  Jo h n so n  and G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n .  T om  i s  com ing along  1 

j u s t  f in e , young and  b r ig h t  and qu ick . G eorge  is  back  to w o rk  a lr e a d y  . 

f ro m  h is  ro u g h  o p e ra tio n .

In  th e  a fte rn o o n  I l i t  th e  f i r e  in  m y  l i t t le  d re s s in g  ro o m  o ffice . , 

I t  i s  a  cozy , . 'a t tra c tiv e  ro o m , and w ork ing  a t  m y  d e sk  and th en  r a n  o u t - 7 

to  M r .  P e r 's  fo r  a  c o m b -o u t, re tu rn in g  in  tim e  to be d r e s s e d  in  m y  b lu e  - 

s a tin  fo r  th is  f i r s t  of th e  re c e p tio n s . We w e re  try in g  a n ew fo rm a t  and  - 

I w as  u n c e r ta in  and  n e rv o u s  abou t i t .  We had  ex h au sted  show ing th em  

th e  seco n d  f lo o r  and hav ing  a  m o v ie . So ton igh t we w ould h av e  a  ta lk  

s e s s io n  and  the  top ic  w as b e a u tif ic a tio n . A t f i r s t ,  w e had  th e  re c e iv in g  

lin e  in  the  G ree n  R oom . A ll of the f i r e s  w e re  bu rn in g  m e r r i ly ,  d r in k s  

and  h ea v y  h o r s  d ' o e u v re s  b e c a u s e  i t  w as a  long tim e  u n til d in n e r .

F o rty  of the fifty  Senators had accep ted  and for the briefing
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th e re  w as G a rd n e r  A ck ley  of the  E conom ic  A d v is e rs ,  C h a r le y  S ch u ltze  

of B udget, and  D ean  R u sk  and Bob M c N am a ra  and a  b ra c e  of o u r s ta ff  

m e m b e rs ,  C a lifan o  and K in tn e r and M ike M anatos and  D avid  B unn  and 

H en ry  H a ll  W ilson , who d e a l  w ith  the C o n g re s s  a ll  of the  tim e  and 

M a rv in  W atso n  and  L a r r y  O 'B r ie n . M o stly  i t  w as the  ran k in g  S e n a to rs , 

b eg inn ing  w ith  M ike M an sfie ld , who cam e  w ithou t M aureen  --  she w as no t 

fe e lin g  w e ll, and E v e re t t  D irk se n  an d  L o u e lla , who h ad  to le av e  e a r ly  

b e c a u s e  th e  R ep u b lican s  w e re  hav in g  th e ir  own S ta te  of th e  U nion a t  .

9:00 o 'c lo c k  on C ap ito l H ill.. So he and m any  of the R ep u b lican s  m u s t

V le a v e  w e ll b e fo re  th en  and they  h a d  w ith  th em  a  m o s t u n u su a l te am , 

th e ir  d a u g h te r  and  h e r  husb an d , th e  new S en a to r and M rs .  H ow ard  

B a k e r , of T e n n e sse e . A lle n  E lle n d e r  cam e^joking  abou t w hen w as I 

going to co m e  to  a n o th e r  lu n ch eo n  a t  the C ap ito l w h e re  h e  d id  th e  cooking . 

" J u s t  nam e th e  d a te , " I  sa id . B ill  a n d  B e tty  F u lb r ig h t - -  sh e  h a s  a lw ays 

b e e n  w a rm  and f r ie n d ly  and c h a rm in g , and C lin t  and H e n r ie t ta  A n d e rso n ,

. th e  A lb e r t  G o re s , the Sam E rv in s , and S p e s sa rd  H olland  am ong th e

S o u th e rn e rs , Jo h n  S p a rk m a n  w ithou t Iv o and  B etty  and H e rm a n  T a lm ad g e . .

I t  w as a  qu ick  lin e  and I w as anx ious to m ak e  i t  ru n  on tim e , 

p a r t ly  fo r  the  co n v en ien ce  of the  R ep u b lican s . So a  l i t t le  p a s t  6 :30 , I 

took th e  la d ie s  up to the  Q u een 's  R oom  and  Lyndon and the  m e n  w en t

V in to  th e  E a s t  R oom  fo r  b r ie f in g . A s w e w e re  about to g e t s e tt le d  a  funny 

th ing  h ap p en ed , A v e ry  p re t ty ,  v e ry  young g i r l  w hom  none of us knew , 

c a m e  in to  th e  b ack  of th e  ro o m , an  A ide b rin g in g  h e r .  I w en t o v e r  to
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m e e t  h e r  and  s u re  enough, i t  w as S en a to r S tro m  T h u rm o n d 's  d a te . H e 

a lw ays b r in g s  a  young and lovely  g i r l  and  B e s s ' ex p lan a tio n s  p o lite ly  p u t . 

th a t  b e c a u se  th is  p a r ty  is  p a r t  b u s in e s s , i t  is  l im ite d  to M e m b e rs  of 

C o n g re s s  and  th e ir  w iv es , f a l ls  on d ea f e a r s .  L a s t  y e a r  th e  young 

lady  w as M iss  P e a c h  B lo sso m , of G eo rg ia . T h is  y e a r  sh e  w as  equally  

p r e t ty  b u t f ro m  South C a ro lin a .

W ell, now w as th e  tim e  to s e e  w h e th e r  o u r f o r m a t  w ould  

w o rk  and w e w ould p ro d u c e  a  r e a l ly  liv e ly , in te re s t in g  ro u n d  ta ble  

d is c u s s io n . I a r o s e  and sa id  th a t w h ile  th e  m e n  w ould be conducting  

the ir, b u s in e s s  fo r  abou t an  h o u r, I w ould love to h e a r  w h a t w as . : 

hap p en in g  a c r o s s  the co u n try  in  th e  hom e s ta te s  and tow ns of our  • 

g u e s ts  and  to  g e t th e  b a ll  ro llin g , I h ad  a sk ed  th re e  of th e m  —  M rs .

Jo h n  She rm a n  C o o p er and  M rs . B irc h  B ayh and T ru d y e  F o w le r , a l l  

of w hom  h ad  b een  m ak in g  sp e e c h e s  on c o n se rv a tio n  and  b e a u tif ic a tio n  

to t e l l  u s  so m e  of th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s , w ith  Ja n e  F re e m a n  a s  th e  } .

M o d e ra to r . So I  tu rn e d  i t  o v e r to J a n e , who is  liv e ly , qu ick , cap ab le  

and  k e p t i t  m o v in g  a t  a  s p r i te ly  p a ce  and  the la d ie s  ta lk e d  ab o u t te n  

m in u te s  each . L o r r a in e  C o o p er w as g re a t .  She gave u s , w ith  h u m o r, 

the  c a p su le d  h is to r y  of a  l i t t le  p a rk  in  the  c e n te r  of th e ir  h o m e  town 

of S o m e rs e t, K entucky  and the b e s t  th ing  w as she  to ld  us th e  h a rd  

k nocks and  f ru s t r a t io n s  along th e  w ay in  try in g  to m a k e  a  g ift to  a  

co m m u n ity . A nd th en  M a rv e lla , who h ad  som e good v ig n e tte s , one ■ 

e s p e c ia lly  of C o lu m b u s , In d ia n a  - -  I th in k  i t  w a s  - -  i t  w as c a lle d  th e

■M ■
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A thens of th e  P la in s  b ec au se  one p h ila n th ro p ic  c it iz e n  sp ends h is . 

m o n ey  to  h i r e  a  b ig  n am e  - -  r e a l ly  g r e a t  a r c h i te c t  - -  fo r  any p u b lic  

s t r u c tu r e  th a t i s  going up. A p p a ren tly  i t  m ay  be  th e  L ib ra ry ,  o r  

th e  P o s t  O ffice  o r  th e  F i r e  H o u se . So th e  tow n is  p re s tig io u s ly  

m a rk e d  w ith  q u ite  d is tin g u ish e d  b u ild in g s . A nd  then  T ru d y e , w ho - -

m ild ly  am u sin g  in  a  ta k e o ff  on h e r  h u sb an d  --  the m a n  who w as a lw ays 

m u m b lin g  in  b ig  f ig u re s ,  and who gave us som e v e ry  good s ta t i s t ic s  

in  a  p a la ta b le  fa sh io n . I w as r e a l ly  p ro u d  of th em  a ll . Now th e  

q u e s tio n  - -  w ould  any th ing  s ta r t .  I h ad  done m y  hom ew o rk  a b it. I " 

h a d  c a lle d  th re e  o r  fo u r w iv es . B e th in e  C h u rch  and L o u e lla  D irk se n  

an d H e n r ie t ta  A n d e rso n  and B e tty  T a lm ad g e , and  L iz  had  m a d e  a  few  

o th e r  c a l ls .  To m y  p le a s u re ,  they  d id  b eg in . T hey  a ll  ch im ed in  w ith  

so m e  su g g e s tio n  o r  a c h ie v e m e n t o r e x p e r ie n c e  f ro m  th e ir  own h o m e 

a r e a ,  bu t, a la s ,  I  do no t know how  m u ch  of i t  w as the r e s u l t  of our 

e f fo r t  b e fo reh an d  and  how  m u ch  w as genu ine  spon taneous i n te r e s t  

sp a rk e d  by th e  d is c u s s io n s .  B e s s  h a d  s e n t m e  a  coup le  of n o te s  th a t 

the  m e n  w e re  n e a r ly  th ro u g h  so I a ro s e  and su g g es ted  ev e ry o n e  jo in  

m e  in  th e  Y ellow  R oom  fo r  a  d r in k  and then  one of th e  c r i s e s !  A n o th e r 

n o te  - -  th ey  w e re  hung up on q u es tio n s  and i t  a p p e a re d  lik e ly  to go on 

in d e f in ite ly . So I w ro te  Lyndon a  l i t t le  no te  su g g estin g  th a t i t  w ould , 

b e  a  b e t te r  p a r ty  if  h e  b ro u g h t i t  to the  end w h ile  ev e ry o n e  w as s t i l l  

e a g e r  fo r  d isc u s s io n . S u rp r is in g ly  h e  did in  s h o r t  o rd e r .  L a te r ,  I  

found th a t  h e  h a d  r e a d  m y  n o te  to  the  g roup . So w e w e re  d o w n s ta irs
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in  the  S ta te  D ining R oom  by e ig h t fo r  the bu ffe t and q u ite  d e lic io u s  i t  

w a s  - -  r o a s t  b e e f  and  h a m  and m ix ed  seafood  o v e r r ic e ,  a  p r e t ty  ta b le  

i t  w a s , b u t I  sp en t m o s t  of m y  tim e  m oving  am ong the g u e s ts ,  thank ing  

m y  s p e a k e r s , ' who w e re  d e a r s .  They did so w an t to do w e ll, I know  i t  

took  t im e  and  tro u b le  and I a p p re c ia te d  i t .  W e ta lk ed  to  M rs .  G ru en in g , 

w ho w as in  a  w h e e lc h a ir . L ou Tow er, sa id  she h ad  som e; e x am p le s  sh e  

w an ted  to  g ive  abou t T ex as  an d  S en a to r T ow er sa id  in  a  v e ry  ch u m m y , 

to n e  th a t  h is  f a th e r ,  who w as a  M eth o d is t M in is te r ,  h ad  know n m y  . ' 

f a th e r  and  h a d  a d m ire d  h im  so m u ch . * H e m u s t h av e  m e a n t a  g r e a t  

d e a l to  h is. co m m u n ity . I t a ll  sounded v e ry  n ic e , b u t n e v e r  a g a in  w ill  ■

I h e a r  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  lik e  th a t  w ith o u t being  rem in d e d  of Ju d g e  W hit 

D av id so n  and h is  h a tc h e t  blow , S u re  enough, S en a to r S tro m  T h u rm o n d  

go t c a lle d  aw ay by a  sudden  te lep h o n e  m e s s a g e  c on ce rn in g  a  d ea th  so 

w e m a d e  s u re  th a t h is  p r e t ty  d a te  m e t  p eo p le  and I h ope  had  a  good; 

t im e .

I to ld  E v ie  how  s o r r y  I h ad  been  to m is s  th e ir  p a r ty  fo r  C la r k ' s 

s ix tie th  b ir th d a y . C la r k 's  d a u g h te rs  and fam ily  h ad  p u t on a  s k i t  - -  T h is  

is  Y our L ife , ^and i t  h ad  b een  h ila rio u s^  a l l  the  g u e s ts  s a id . I  d o n ' t  a' 

b i t  lik e  be in g  r e c lu s e s  f ro m  s o c ia l  life . S tu is  so gay and young in  

s p i r i t  and a m u se d  m e  so  v e ry  m u ch  by g a llan tly  r e c a ll in g  w h at fun  w e 

h ad  h ad  dancing  w hen  w e f i r s t  knew  each  o th e r  y e a r s  ago , o u r  good 

t im e s  w ith  N eva and  W esley .

T h e  la d ie s  sa id  they  h ad  h ad  the  b ig g e s t m e e tin g  e v e r  a t  th e  

o p en in g  d ay  o f  Sena t e r Wi ves  R ed  C r o s s  - -  s ix ty  m e m b e rs .  ^ A ll  i n  a l l  
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i t  w as a  chum m y, p le a s a n t  evening w hich  ended p ro m p tly  ab o u t 9:00 

o 'c lo c k  and I h a d  e x e rc is e s  and  go t a  rub  and  w as in  bed  by e lev en ,

I cou ld  s c a r c e ly  say  I h ad  g o tten  the s o c ia l s e a so n  off to  a  good s t a r t  

w ith  a g r e a t  in te l le c tu a l  sa lo n , b r i l l ia n t  exchange of id e a s , b u t i t  h ad  

b een  a  p le a s a n t  - -  and  I th ink  u se fu l evening . Lyndon fe l t  th e  b r ie f in g s  

h a d  b ee n  good, a  few  su p e rb  and a p p a re n tly  th ey  h ad  com e u n sc a th e d  

to  the  q u e s tio n in g s .


