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MONDAY. JANUARY 23

M onday, J a n u a ry  23 is  r e m a rk a b le  ch ie fly  as  a  seco n d  

r e c e p tio n  fo r  th e  S en a te . T he m o rn in g  w as q u ie t w ith  n e c e s s a r y  c h o re s , 

a  t r ip  to  d e a r  D r . T u rc h in . O n e 's  own tro u b le s  c e r ta in ly  co m e  in to  

p e r s p e c t iv e  w hen  you  h e a r  th o se  of th e  nex t fellow ! T hen, a  l i t t l e  p a s t  

11:30 I m e t  w ith  M rs . A rc h ib a ld  B row n, and  M r. S c a la m a n d re  and B e s s  

to  t r y  to d ec id e  once and  fo r  a l l  th e  d r a p e r ie s  fo r  th e  S ta te  D ining R oom  

and  the  g r e a t  h a l l .  I  am  d e te rm in e d  to h a v e  a n  A m e r ic a n -m a d e  f a b r ic ,;  

i f  a t  a l l  p o s s ib le . A nd a s  M r. J e s s e  K e lla m  w ould say , I h ad , th ro u g h  

B e s s  and  M r. W e s t  th row n  ou t a ch a llen g e  to  M r. S c a la m a n d re . , C an  , 

you p ro d u c e  so m eth in g  w hose b eau ty  and e leg an ce  eq u a ls  th e  loom s of ,; 

any o th e r  c o u n try ?  H e b ro u g h t a long  a  p ie c e  of an tique  gold  b ro c a d e  

w hich  h e  h ad  p u rc h a se d  in  F ra n c e  and  sa ic^G eo rg ian  in  d es ig n , v e ry  

h a n d so m e , h e  cou ld  re p ro d u c e  i t  in  any sh ad e  of gold w e lik ed .

M rs . B row n, B e s s  and  I  a l l  f e l t  w e w e re  a t  th e  end of th e  s e a rc h .

,We lik e d  i t .  T h e re  only  re m a in e d  to  d ec id e  w h ich  sh ad e  of ye llo w  . 

w ould look  b e s t  in  su n lig h t and  g ra y  lig h t and n igh t lig h tin g . We 

w ould d ec id e  th a t th is  v e ry  n igh t and  th en  w e w en t in to  th e  g r e a t  h a ll .

T he b o rd e r s  of the  o ff-w h ite  d ra p e s  w e re  so h a n d so m e . I lik e d  the 

d raw in g  v e ry  m u ch , bu t the t r e a tm e n t  of the  w indow a t  th e  h e a d  of 

th e  s ta i r s  f ro m  g ro u n d  to f i r s t  f lo o r  is  no t g ra n d  enough B e s s  and I 

b o th  fe lt.  A fte r  a ll ,  a  g u e s t com ing  to  a  S ta te  D inner g e ts  h is  f i r s t  

im p re s s io n  of th e  g r e a t  f i r s t  f lo o r  of the  W hite H ouse f ro m  th a t  w indow .
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M o st of th e  g u e s ts  e n te r  f ro m  th e  N o r th e a s t E n tra n c e , w alk  down the 

c o r r id o r  and  up the s ta i r s  and i t  is  co m p lic a te d  by the f a c t  th a t  you 

s im p ly  h av e  to h ang  c o a ts  and  h a ts  beh ind  th e se  d ra p e s , th o se  th a t 

be lo n g  to  th e  few  g u e s ts  th a t  com e in  the F ro n t  E n tra n c e . M rs .  B row n 

th o ro u g h ly  u n d e rs to o d  th is  p ro b le m . She thought sh e  cou ld  co m e up w ith  

a  su ita b le  sk e tc h .

S o m etim e  d u rin g  the  m o rn in g  w e s a t  down fo r a  cup  of co ffee  

and I l i k e d  h e a r in g  M r. S c a la m a n d re  r e m in is c e  abou t h is  y e a r s  in  th is  

c o u n try . How h e  h ad  b u ilt  h is  b u s in e s s . ; .How i t  w as alw ays to  thê  ̂ ' ; . 

a m a z e m e n t of fo re ig n e r s  to  d isc o v e r  how  m uch  handw ork  w as done in  

h is  f a c to ry . H is  ta lk  w as v e ry  liv e ly  about fo rm e r  A d m in is tra tio n s  and 

th e  f a b r ic s  h e  h a d  su p p lied  fo r th em , e sp e c ia lly  the  R o o s e v e lts . H e 

a lw ays r e f e r r e d  to P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt as  hav ing  s e le c te d  th is  o r  th a t.

I in s is te d  on g iv ing  M rs . B row n a t r a y  in  m y  ro o m  as  sh e  w as  ca tch in g  

th e  2:30 p lan e and  th en  I lunched  w ith  B e s s  in  the  s tudy  w h ile  w e a s s e s s e d , 

m y  c lo th e s .  H e len  h ad  w h ee led  in  l a s t  y e a r 's  on a  r a c k  and  w e ta lk e d  of 

w h a t I  w ould  n eed  to f i l l  in  th e  gaps to r e p la c e  th o se  g r e a t  n e c e s s i t ie s ,  .. 

c o a t and  d r e s s  en se m b le  th a t  g e ts  on th e  p lan e  a t  7:30 in  th e  m orn ing , . 

and goes a ll  day  w ith  c o n s ta n t p ic tu re s  and a  d r e s s  and. ja c k e t  —  e v e ry th in g  

m u s t  be  b r ig h t  c o lo r  - -  th a t tak es  o v er in  s u m m e rtim e , B e s s  is  in v a lu a b le  

in  w o rk in g  bu t sm oo th ly  and e a s ily  th e  tim e s  to see  the d e s ig n e rs  I lik e , 

in  h e lp in g  m e  d ec id e  w h a t I need , c a lm n e ss  and  good ju d g m en t and  r e a l  

f r ie n d s h ip  a r e  h e r  q u a lit ie s  in  abundance and I am  v e ry  lu c k y .:
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T hen  to  M r. P e r ' s fo r  a  h a ird o , b ack  fo r  th e  b ig  e v e n t of 

th e  day . L yndon  a sk e d  m e  to com e in to  h is  ro o m .. A p p a re n tly  th e re .-   ̂

h a d  b e en  so m e  q u es tio n s  a t the  p r e s s  b r ie f in g  ab o u t a  m ee tin g  of . 

S e n a to rs  ton igh t, a  b r ie f in g . H e h ad  no t in ten d ed  to  announce i t  to 

th e  P r e s s . :  A s .w ell a s  I can  su m m a r iz e  w hat he  sa id  i t  in h ib its  th e  

f re e d o m  of th e  b r ie f in g  to h av e  i t  know n to th e  P r e s s ,  tu rn s  i t  f ro m  

a  p ro d u c tiv e  exchange of in fo rm a tio n , q u es tio n s  and  a n sw e rs  in to  a  

s o r t  of fo ru m  fo r  d eb a te  fo r  the  m a lc o n te n ts , who know  th a t  th e  P r e s s  

w ill b e  w a itin g  fo r  th e m  a t  the  g a te s  w ith  such  q u es tio n s  a s , "D id  you 

a s k  th e  P r e s id e n t  how  m an y  c iv ilia n s  h a d  b een  bom bed  in  V ie tn a m  , 

to d ay ? "  o r  w h a te v e r  a r e  th e  m o s t h e l l is h  q u es tio n s  a t  the  m o m e n t.

So th e  s p i r i t  w as  q u ite  ta k e n  off of th e  evening; w hich  d id n 't  a t  a l l  

c a n c e l  o u t the  even ing . We m u s t  g e t th ro u g h  i t  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le .

I p u t  on m y  b r ig h t  p in k  C h r is tm a s  c re p e  a n d  a t  5 :35 w as  in  

th e  S ta te  D ining R oom  to h av e  a  p ic tu re  m ad e  w ith  Lyndon. W e a r e ; J . 

s tr iv in g  to  g e t a  good one to g e th e r , hop efu lly  to  be in  f ro n t  of th e  

L in co ln  p o r t r a i t  and  w ould b e  u se d  on th e  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  L in c o ln  

B ir th d a y  R e c e p tio n  - -  s o r t  of a  so u v en ir  fo r  a l l  of the g u e s ts .

Som e day  Oki e  is  going to h av e  a ll  the tim e  he w an ts  to  • 

tak e  a  p ic tu re  o f u s  and h e  i s  going to fa in t w ith  s u rp r is e !  A s u su a l, 

th is  w as h u r r ie d .  Lyndon c am e  in  b re a th le s s  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  s ix  and  

th en  a  few  m in u te s  p a s t  w e w e re  re c e iv in g  the g u e s ts  in  the  G re e n  R oom .

T on igh t w as th e  second  h a lf  of a  h u n d red . W e d iv id ed  th e m  ,
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p r e t ty  m u ch  on s e n io r i ty . So the  new ones w e re  w ith  us ton igh t.

I H an d so m e M a rk  H a tf ie ld  and young and a t t r a c t iv e  H o llin g s  of South

I  C a ro lin a  and s te r n  faced , r a th e r  L in co ln esq u e , S en a to r H an sen , and

I  young, t e r r i f i c ly  a t t r a c t iv e  C h a r le s  P e rc y .  H is w ife  looks lik e  a  g i r l

t - '  . ,

h e r s e l f .  And S en a to r W illiam  Spong of V irg in ia . S en a to r G riff in  of 

M ich ig an  is  a lso  new  to  m e . H e w as an  in te r im  ap p o in tm en t a f te r  

M c N a m a ra 's  dea th .

To g r e e t T tie re  w as th e  f i r s t  lin e  t e am - -  Bob M c N a m a ra  and  

D ean  R u sk  and  C h a r le y  S ch u ltze  and G a rd n e r A ckley . A nd th en  to h e lp  

ou t th e r e  w as s ta f f  - -  H en ry  H a ll W ilson  and M ike M an a to s, who d e a l w ith  

th e m  d a ily . J o e  C a lifan o  and  Doug C a te r ,  w ith  w hom  th ey  o fte n  h av e  

c o n ta c ts . . I h a d  in v ited  M a rily n  W alsh  of m y  office  b ec a u se  I  w an t h e r  

to g e t to  know  so m eth in g  of th e  w o rk in g s  of th is  life  so th a t  sh e  can  w r i te  

m o re  in te ll ig e n t l e t t e r s .  And L a r r y  O 'B rie n , who h a s  a  s o r t  of nebu lous 

p o s it io n  - -  a  fo o t in  each  cam p  — P o s tm a s te r  G e n e ra l, bu t s t i l l  a  p u lse  

ta k e r  on the  H ill. H u b e r t and M u rie l w e re  e v e ry w h e re . H e i s  a  happy  

m a n  th e s e  d ay s . H e en joys h is  job , h is  life  and ev ery b o d y  m u s t  enjoy 

h im . A nd o u r old f r ie n d s  D ick  R u s s e ll  and Jo h n  S tenn is and  H a r ry  B y rd , 

w hom  I  som ehow  r e g a r d  a s  ju s t  an ex ten s io n  of h is  r e m a rk a b le  fa th e r ;  

W e fin d  o u rs e lv e s  so o ften  a lie n a te d  f ro m  them  by ph ilo sophy , b u t no t 

fo r  m e  a t  le a s t ,  r ip p e d  fro m  the  bonds of f r ie n d sh ip . A nd the  young 

c o m e rs ,  the a t t r a c t iv e  G ale  M ag ee  and L o r r a in e .  H e  se e m e d  qu ite  

p h ilo so p h ic a l abou t h is  be ing  bounced  off th e  F o re ig n  A ffa irs  C o m m itte e .
•1
I
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And the  W a lte r  M ondales and  Edw in M usk ie  who is  becom ing  one of m y  

f a v o r i te s .  T ed  Kennedy, c am e  w ithou t h is  w ife , Bobby cam e  to n e ith e r  

re c e p tio n , a s  u su a l. The lin e  w en t qu ick ly  and then  Lyndon a sk e d  the 

m e n  to  jo in  h im  in  th e  E a s t  R oom  fo r  a  b r ie f in g  and I  took th e  la d ie s  

u p s ta i r s  to th e  Q u een 's  R oom . T h e re  our young fo lk s  w e r e  fo r  to n ig h t 's

p ro g ra m , w as to b e  abou t y o u th . v T he q u a lity  of to d a y 's  g e n e ra tio n , a  v e ry  

h o tly  c o n te s te d  su b je c t w ith  e n t ire ly  to o -a iu g Qf in ch es  in  the  n e w sp a p e rs  

going to  b e a rd s  and  LSD and d ra f t  c a r d  b u rn e rs ;  T h i s  w as th e  o th e r  s id e  

of i t ,  the  o p p o rtu n itie s , th e  a c h ie v em e n ts  of an o th e r  k ind  of youth . . '  •

T h e re  w as J a y  R o c k e fe lle r  lean in g  o v er s lig h tly  f ro m  h is  s ix  

f e e t  s ix  and  b eam ing . I w as so  g lad  to  s e e  h im . H e  a sk e d  m e  a t  once, 

w ith  a  t r u e  p o li t ic ia n 's  in s t inc t, i f  e ith e r  M rs . Bob B y rd  o r M rs .  Je n n in g s  

R an d olph  w e re  in  the g ro u p . And I p o in ted  out q u ie t l i t t le  M rs .  Bob B y rd  

to  h im  and s te e r e d  h im  in  h e r  d ire c t io n  fo r  an  in tro d u c tio n . A nd th is  : 

w as  m y  f i r s t  t im e  to m e e t  Bob T a ft III. H e looked  s h o r t  and  s to c k y  by 

J a y 's  b ean  p o le  h e ig h t. H e w as sm ilin g  b u t he  looked n e rv o u s . Nobody 

w as  m o re  so th an  I. L ynda w as  the  m o d e ra to r .  W hen the  la d ie s  took 

th e ir  s e a ts ,  sh e  to ld  th em  w hat to n ig h t 's  p ro g ra m  w ould be lik e  and th e n  

sh e  in tro d u c e d  Bob T aft, v e ry  ap tly  say ing  th a t  he  w ould be speak in g  in  

th e  shadow  of th e  b eau tifu l p o r t r a i t  of h is  g r e a t  g ra n d m o th e r , M rs . W illia m  

H o w ard  T a ft. H e ta lk ed  abou t h is  th re e  y e a r s  in  the  P e a c e  C o rp s  in  T a n z a n ia  

and  in  a  few  m o m e n ts  i t  w as a p p a re n t th a t he w as good. H e w as th a t s o r t
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of speak e r  th a t  J im  F e rg u s o n  d e s c r ib e d  as "g e t fu ll of your su b je c t and
 

l e t  'e r  fly ." H e w as e n th u s ia s tic .  H e loved  h is  y e a r s  w ith  th e  P e a c e
:i'. ■
I" C o rp s . H e m a d e  i t  com e a c r o s s ,  a s  youthfu l, ex c itin g , fu ll  of p itfa l ls

■| an d f r u s t r a t io n s ,  and  c e r ta in ly  no c u r e - a l l  fo r  th e  w o rld , b u t w hen  h e

. f in ish e d  I f e l t  p ro u d  of h im  and of A m e r ic a  and  a t  e a s e  ab o u t o u r  even ing . -

I h ad  t ak en  out th e  in s u ra n c e  ah ead  of t im e  by c a llin g  on so m e 

^  s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s  - -  V ide B a r t le t t ,  G re tc h e n  B y rd  and  M ary  E lle n  M o n ro n ey  --

and  M a rg ie  M c N a m a ra  —  to a s k  q u es tio n s  w hen th e  sp e a k e rs  f in ish e d .

T on igh t I n e e d n 't  h av e . T he q u e s tio n s  e ru p ted , and  a f te r  a  m o m en t o r  . 

two, w e h ad  to su g g e s t th a t  w e w a it  u n til  the second  sp e a k e r  w as th ro u g h  : - 

and then  a sk  a l l  the q u es tio n s  a t  once of each  of th em . A nd then  J a y  xxatol^A. 

to h is ' f u l l  h e ig h t, - sm ilin g  o v e r a t S h aro n  and h is  m o th e r - in - la w , who w e re  ■ ! I  

on th e  so fa  and beg inn ing  h u m o ro u s ly  in  r e fe r e n c e  to  B o b 's  g rea t-g ran d m o th e r  :,' 

up th e re  on the  w a ll by say ing , ''I  h ad  a  r e la t iv e  w ho w as in te r e s te d  in  com ing  ;*}' 

, h e r e  to  liv e  once too ."  T he ro o m  loved  it]  F ro m  th en  on h e  w as in  th e i r  -  

h a n d s . , H e d e s c r ib e d  th e  l ife  a t  E m m o n s, K entucky  so g ra p h ic ly  you  co u ld  : " I 

f e e l  the  c o a l d u s t  u n d e r  y o u r f in g e rn a ils  th a t h a d  been  th e r e  fo r  m o n th s  an d  •

- s e e  th e  r ic k e ty  f ro n t  p o rc h  w h e re  th e  p e re n n ia lly  unem ployed  fa th e r  of n in e  r t- ;. 

s a t  and  w h ittled . H e to ld  the  s to ry  of two b o y s  - -  one who h ad  m a d e  i t  a fter. : 

ab o u t th re e  y e a r s .  J a y  had  b een  h is  f r ie n d  and  w o rk ed  on h im  and  t r ie d  to 

h e lp  h im . H e w as now on h is  w ay to C o llege  and  of a n o th e r  who h ad  no t 

m a d e  i t .  Who n e v e r  w ould m ak e  it , w ould be  on the  P u b lic  W e lfa re  fo r  

th e  r e s t  of h is  life . W hen h e  f in ish ed , M a ry  E lle n  lean ed  o v e r  to m e  and
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sa id , "T h a t young m a n  is  going to  be  in  the  W hite H ouse h im s e lf  one 

■ d ay ."  .

T h e  q u es tio n s  flew  M rs . W ayne M o rse  began  w ith  q u e s tio n s  .. 

th a t  so u n d ed  lik e  they  w e re  h o s tile , bu t w e re  soon inundated  by  ev ery b o d y  

e l s e ' s  q u e s tio n s . I t  w as ju s t  th a t  a tm o sp h e re  of sp a rk , of e x c ite m e n t of 

g iv e  and ta k e  d ia tT  w an ted  to c r e a te .  I w as b eam in g . A fte r  th e  p r o g r am  

h ad  gone ab o u t an  h o u r , I in te n tio n a lly , b e fo re  th e ir  a p p e tite  h ad  been  

s a tis f ie d , I su g g e s ted  th a t  L ynda B ird  m ak e  s u re  th a t ev e ry o n e  h a d  the  

o p p o rtu n ity  to m e e t  o u r  young s p e a k e rs .  W ould any of th e  r e s t  of th e  la d ie s  

lik e  to jo in  m e  in  the Y ellow  R oom  fo r  a  d r in k  b e fo re  w e w en t dow n fo r  o u r

7b u ffe t w ith  th e  m e n  who w ould b e  re a d y  soon.- I  h ad  a le r te d  L ib b y  C a te r  

and B e s s  to a s k  the  new  w ives i f  they  w ould c a r e  to  - -  M rs . P e r c y  and 

M rs . F o n g, M rs . H a tf ie ld  to s e e  the  L in co ln  R oom  and  ^he T re a ty  R oom  

if  th ey  w ish ed . - I  w en t in  to  g ive th em  so m e s id e lig h ts  on i t  m y s e lf  and,, 

th en  co n tin u ed  to  th e  Y ellow  R oom  w ith  only a  s m a ll  s t r e a m  of fo llo w e rs  

b e c a u s e  th e  m a g n e t w as in  the Q u een 's  R oom  w ith  everybody  c lu s te r in g  • 

a ro u n d  o u r young s p e a k e rs  ̂ continuing to a sk  q u es tio n s . W e h ad  a  d r in k  

in  th e  Y ellow  R oom  and abou t 8:00 re c e iv e d  w o rd  th a t the g en tle m e n  w e re  - 

r e a d y  to e a t  so  w e d r if te d  down th e  s ta i r s  and the  e le v a to r  to  jo in  th em  in  

the  S ta te  D ining R oom . A s th e  l a s t  tim e , I sp en t m o s t  of m y  t im e  w alk ing  

a ro u n d  to  v is i t  w ith  g u e s ts  w ith  ju s t  a  b it  of h o r s  d 'o e u v re s in s te a d  of a  p la te .

S en a to r A llo tt w as m o s t  c o m p lim en ta ry . H e sa id  i t  w as  th e  b e s t  

b r ie f in g  h e  h a d  e v e r  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  and m o re  m e a t  to i t ,  v e ry  can d id , h e
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sa id  and  t im e  to  a s k  q u e s tio n s . T h e re  w as th a t  beam ing a tm o sp h e re  of 

a good p a r ty  and  I f e l t  happy .

Vi d e  B a r t le t t  h ad  b een  e sp e c ia lly  a r t ic u la te  and in te re s t in g  in  

h e r  c o n tr ib u tio n  u p s ta i r s  abou t w h at youth h ad  done in  A la sk a , p r in c ip a lly  

VISTA. L o r r a in e  C o o p er w as n o t sing ing  fo r  h e r  su p p er to n ig h t, bu t I 

w as te llin g  ev e ry o n e  how  w o n d erfu l sh e  h ad  b een  l a s t  w eek  in  h e r  ta lk s . 

S en a to r Long h a d  b ro u g h t h is  daughter^ s in c e  h is  w ife w as o u t of tow n and  

R u s s e l l  L ong w as  te llin g  u s  th a t  h is  d au g h te r w as going to  b e  Q ueen  of th e  

M ar d i G ra s .  ; I w as tre m e n d o u s ly  im p re s s e d  w ith  the  young P e r c y s .  H e  

is  v e ry  c o rd ia l .  You w ould h av e  to m a r k  h im  a s  a  " c o m e r" . H e had. to  

le a v e  e a r ly , tak in g  S h aro n  and  Ja y  w ith  h im , I had  a sk ed  L y n d a  to m a k e  

s u re  th a t S h aro n  and  J a y  and Bob m e t ev e ry o n e . I w as p ro u d  of th e   ̂

b u ffe t —  s lic e d  r o a s t  b ee f  and ch ick en  c u r r y  w ith  m u sh ro o m s  o v e r r ic e ,  

a  lo v e ly  ta b le  and  good.

I w en t u p s ta i r s  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  n ine  and  the g u e s ts  d id  no t l in g e r . 

T hey a r e  b u sy  p eo p le . I t  i s  w e ll fo r  u s  a ll th a t th e se  p a r t ie s  end e a r ly .  

W hen m y  A gen t to ld  m e  th a t th e  g u e s ts  had  a l l  gone, I s lip p e d  in to  m y  

gold  M adam e Chiang h o s te s s  gown and w en t d o w n s ta irs  to look a t  the 

m a te r ia ls  w ith  M r. W est in  th e  n igh t lig h t. H e and B e s s  and  I  w alked  

off and  looked  a t  th e m  up and  down. A tim e  o r  two d u rin g  the  evening .

I  h ad  show n to  so m e  of th e  S e n a to rs  th e  d ra p e  in  th e  ' S ou thw est w indow .

I t  i s  a b so lu te ly  d is in te g ra tin g , fu ll of h o le s  and I laughing ly  to ld  th em  

i t  w as  obvious th a t  w e w ould p re t ty  soon h av e  to  have an  a p p ro p r ia t io n
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fo r  so m e  m o re . W e d ec id ed  on the  m o re  b r i l l ia n t  of the  go lds fo r  

the  b ack g ro u n d  w ith  th e  p a t te rn  done in  the  iv o ry  so  th a t th e r e  w ill 

be  so m e  c o n t r a s t  and th en  I w as u p s ta i r s  having a  ru b  by 9:30^ '

e n o rm o u s ly  s a tis f ie d  w ith  the  evening f ro m  nay s id e  of i t ,  b u t g r ip p e d  

w ith  te n s io n  and  d i s t r e s s  of i ts  be in g  known to the p r e s s  c a n c e lle d  out 

i t s  u s e fu ln e s s  fo r  Lyndon, fo r  th e  A d m in is tra tio n . So I r e a d  and  w en t 

to  bed  r a th e r  e a r ly  to be r e a d y  fo r  New Y ork  in  th e  m o rn in g .
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