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On F r id a y , J a n u a ry  27, th e  m o rn in g  w as fu ll of th o s e  n e c e s s a r y  

bu t u n re m a rk a b le  th in g s . An hour w ith  th e  d e n tis t ,  a  t r ip  to  th e  th e a te r  

w ith  G ale  L i nke to  b eg in  tra n s fo rm in g  th a t  d ra b  and  c o lo r le s s  a r e a  in to  

a  m o re  a t t r a c t iv e  s e ttin g  fo r  e n te r ta in in g . And th e n , tw en ty  la p s  in  th e  

poo l, a f te r ,  w hich  I s tu ffed  a l l  of m y  h a ir  u n d er m y  Roma n s tr ip e d  h a t 

b e fo re  I w en t down to  th e  G reen  R oom  to  m e e t w ith  R u s s e ll  Long and  

C ongr e s s m a n  W aggonner and  th e  g ro u p  f ro m  S h re v e p o rt to  r e c e iv e  th e i r  

in v ita tio n  to  H o liday  in  D ix ie .  - ^  -

I w as  a  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  too  th a t  th e y  w ould  a s k  m e . S e n tim e n ta lly  - 

I f e e l  ve ry  c lo se  to  th e  a r e a  b e c a u se  I w as b o rn  only  th i r ty  fiv e  m ile s  aw ay emd*

I  a lw ay s  w en t to  th e  S h re v e p o rt F a i r  w ith  g re a t  e x c ite m e n t in  rriy ch ildhood , /

; 3hat w as th e  m a in  c e n te r  to  tra d e ^ a s  co u n try  fo lk s s a id  in  th o se  d ay s , 

ta lk in g  abou t shopping , bu t in te g ra tio n  and  th e  G rea t S o c ie ty  a r e  *

e m p h a tic a lly  not th e i r  cup of tfesti—andl se ld o m  is  h e a rd  a  c o n g ra tu la to ry  w o rd  - 

ab o u t Lyndon Jo h n so n . ̂  But i t  is  e a sy  to  b e  h o sp itab le  to  S o u th e rn e rs . We 

s a t  a ro u n d  th e  f i r e  in  th e  G reen  R oom  and  had coffee and, san d w ich es  an d  . •

ta lk e d  abou t th e  ev en ts  of H oliday  in  D ix ie , th e  p a ra d e , a  b a ll ,  a i r  show  - - 

v e ry  l i t t l e  likelihood th a t  I can  com e, bu t I t r i e d  to  m ak e  th e m  fe e l  th a t 

I w as g ra te fu l  an d  w ould lik e  to .

* ■’ Then b ack  fo r  th e  b ig  event of th e  day,

■' ;■ ■ '• ■■■ ' ' . " V   ̂ ■■ / - ■  ■■■
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th e  s ig n in g  of th e  Space T rea ty  in  th e  E a s t  Room . I t  w as a  sp in e - tin g lin g  

a f fa ir  w hen you th in k  you h e a r  th e  d ru m s  of h is to ry  b ea tin g  in  th e s e

' ■; ’■ I
c o r r id o r s .  We w alk ed  in to  th e  E a s t  R oom , Lyndon and I, a  l i t t l e  p a s t  five

and th e r e  w as an  u n u su a lly  la rg e  b a t te r y  of TV and c a m e ra m e n  an d  l ig h ts . 

T he ta b le  f ro m  th e  T re a ty  R oom , A ndrew : Jo h n so n 's  C ab in et T a b le , had 

b e e n  b ro u g h t down.   A t i t  s a t  D ean R u sk : and  A m b a ssa d o r  G o ldberg  

fo r  t h e  U nited  S ta te s  and  P a t r i c k  D ean fo r  th e  U nited  K ingdom  and  

A m b a s sa d o r  D o bryn in  fo r  th e  USSR, w ith  D is a rm a m e n t C h ief F o s te r  s tan d in g  

b eh in d  th e m ,'A n d  lin ed  up on each  s id e  in, ch a irs  th e  A m b a ssa d o rs  of s ix ty  

n a tio n s  and  a  b ro a d  s p e c tru m  of th o se  who had w o rk ed  w ith  S pace,, f ro m  , 

th e  H ill, in  D efen se , in  NASA i ts e l f .  F r o m  th e  le a d e rsh ip  M ike M an sfie ld  

and  C a r l  A lb e r t  and  th e  V ice  P r e s id e n t  and  th a t  o ld  sp ace  hand, C lin t . 

A n d e rso n , F r o m  NASA, J im  W ebb and S eam an s and D r. W elsh ,

A s tro n a u ts  N e il A rm s tro n g  and S co tt C a rp e n te r  and  G ordon C o o p er a n d   

R ic h a rd  G ordon , a  new one to  m e , and  J a m e s  L o v e ll and  G e n e ra l M cC onnell, 

th e  A ir  F o rc e  C h ief of S taff D onald  H o rn ig , L y n d o n 's  S p ec ia l A d v is e r  on 

S c ien ce , a  goodly  re p re s e n ta t io n  f ro m  S ta te  b e s id e s  R u sk  —  K atzen b ach , 

H a r r im a n  and F o y  K o h l e r ,  and f ro m  th e  N atio n al S e c u r ity  C ouncil and  

th e  N a tio n a l A cad em y  of S c ien ce  and  q u ite  a  few  f ro m  th e  UN,

Lyndon w en t to  th e  pod iu m  and sa id : "T h is  is  an  in s p ir in g  m o m en t 

in  th e  h is to ry  of th e  hum an ra c e .  T h is  m ea n s  th a t o u r m oon  and s i s t e r

! -V-
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. p la n e ts  w ould s e rv e  only th e  p u rp o se s  of p e a c e  and  a s tro n a u ts  and  

co sm o n a u ts  w ill m e e t so m ed ay  on th e  s u rfa c e  of th e  m oon a s  b r o th e r s  

and  no t a s  w a r r io r s . "

I t  w as l e s s  th an  a  y e a r  ago  w hen Lyndon p ro p o se d  th is  t r e a t y,̂  

and  i t  w as  w r i t te n  a t  th e  U nited  N ations in  s p ite  of a l l  of th e  a n ta g o n ism s

th a t  had b een  s t i r r e d  up and  e x a c e rb a te d  by th e  V ie tn am  w ar.; So th is  is
■ ,  ' -becauseii-.^

p ro o f  th a t  m a n  can  and  I w as fee lin g  th a t  r ic h  glow of ex a lta tio n  w e had

ta k e n  a  s te p  fo rw a rd . S ir  P a t r ic k  D ean spoke and  A r th u r  and D o b ry n in ̂

in  v e ry  c le a r  E n g lish  and  v e ry  c le a r  w o rd s  and  w ith  good th e a te r . He  w as

th e  l a s t  s p e a k e r  and  th e n  th e  fo u r  a t  th e  ta b le  sig n ed  Lyndon and  I ’

co n tin u ed  on t o  th e  B lue R oom  w h e re  w e stood  in  lin e  to  m e e t th e  s ix ty  ^

. ■ ' ■ ■ 
A m b a s sa d o rs  a s  th e y  f ile d  p a s t .  I t w as  slow  com ing  b e c a u se  one of th e m

had to  s ig n  f i r s t .  We had a  p ic tu re  o f each , s e v e ra l  I ro n  C u r ta in  c o u n tr ie s -

C ze c h o slo v a k ia , P o lan d , R o m an ia , Y u g o slav ia , B u lg a ria ;

. ■For m e , a s  fo r  th e  p r e s s ,  t h e r e  w as an  in o rd in a te  i n t e r e s t  in  

th e m . W hen w e f in ish e d  w ith  th e  re c e iv in g  lin e  I  w ent in to  th e  States ; .

D in ing  R oom  and  L ynda d id . I t  w a s  a  p le a s a n t  t im e  of m ix ing  and  r e a l ly  *

c o n g ra tu la tin g  each  o th e r .  I ta lk e d  to  th e  D obryn ins q u ite  a  w h ile . She 

a sk e d  m e  how i t  w as w hen w e re tu rn e d  hom e to  T e x as . Could w e r e a l ly  b e  ' ' 

j u s t  a t  e a s e  w ith  o u r n e ig h b o rs , d id  th e y  look on us a s  d if fe re n t? She s a id  

w hen th e y  w e re  a t  hom e in  R u s s ia , t h e i r  o ld  t im e  n e ig h b o rs  k ep t on g iv ing
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h im  ad v ic e  a s  A m b a s sa d o r  ju s t  a s  though, he w as s t i l l  th e  boy nex t 

d o o r. She w as  v e ry  v iv ac io u s  and  h e r  E n g lish  w as p e r fe c t .  She has 

m a s te r e d  i t  in  te n  y e a r s  h e re  she  to ld  m e . A v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  coup le  

r e a l ly .

T h e  w ife  of th e  Luxembourg A m b a ssa d o r  to ld  m e  how sh e  w a tch ed  

h e r  h usband  s ig n in g  th e  T re a ty  and  sudden ly  r e a l iz e d  th a t  he w as u sin g  a  

p e n  sh e  had  g iv en  h im  tw en ty  y e a rs  ago . T h a t in a n im a te  l i t t l e  o b je c t is  

tw ic e  a  is o ld  a s  th e  sp ac e  age and  to d ay  i t  had p lay ed  a  ro le ,  m ay b e  an  

im p o r ta n t one, in  th e  h is to ry  of th is  a g e !  She sa id  sh e  w as going to  keep  

i t  a lw a y s . :

I had  a  l i t t l e  ch a t w ith  P e t e r  F law n , a  g e o lo g is t f ro m  th e  ■ 

U n iv e rs ity , who p a r t ic ip a te d  in  w r itin g  of T he P r e s id e n t 's  C o u n try ,. W hen 

w e have a  re c e p tio n  w e u su a lly  inc lude^ in  a  w ide net ̂ friends f ro m  hom e 

w ho have no r e la t io n  to  th e  o cc a s io n , bu t who I hope r e g a rd  i t  a s  a  b ru s h  

w ith  h is to ry .  I  in tro d u c e d  h im  to  th e  A m b a ssa d o r f ro m  I s r a e l  an d  w e 

ta lk e d  ab o u t a rc h e o lo g y  and  geo logy  and  abou t how th e  B ib le  i s  s t i l l  a. 

gu ide of w h e re  to  s e a rc h  fo r  d ig s . ^ ■ >

A l i t t l e  b e fo re  sev en  I le f t  to  go u p s ta i r s  to  th e  fa re w e ll  p a r ty  

f o r  S e c r e ta ry  C onnor. A ll of th e  C ab in e t w as p r e s e n t  —^̂a few  s ta f f  

m e m b e r s ,  th e  R ostow s and  K in tn e rs  and W atsons and  lo ts  an d  lo ts  of 

th e  C o n n o rs  k in fo lk s , p r in c ip a lly  M a ry 's ,  th e i r  te e n a g e  d a u g h te r  L is a , 

w ho h as  r e a l ly  g row n up in  th e s e  tw o y e a rs ,  and  th e i r  son  J e f f r e y  up
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f r o m  W illiam s  C o lleg e , and  th e i r  son  John  and  h is  w ife . T hey  a r e  s t i l l  

a t  sch o o l in  C a m b rid g e , and  M a ry ’s r e la t iv e s  kep t on com ing  in . T h e re  

had  b e e n  snow  —  C hicago  had  m o re  th an  a  foo t, p lan es  w e re  n o t fly in g , 

so m eb o d y  w ould  phone in  a  b u lle tin  th a t co u s in  s o -a n d -s o  had  b ee n  s ta l le d  

m -a n  airpw<^-fiv« houre-^aKi s t i l l  hoped to miake i t .  I t  w as m ad e  a  gay  w a rm

■ - ev en in g  b e c a u s e  o f so  m u ch  fa m ily , and  b e c a u se  M a ry  her s e lf  i s  a  w a r m ,  ‘

 ̂ g ay , d e a r  p e r s o n .  - - - •

~ -  - I can. lo o k  a t  th is  C ab in e t a s  be in g  a  v e ry  s u p e r io r  one; I a m  so  

p ro u d  of i t .  . 1  a ls o  r e g a rd  th em  a s  o u r good f r ie n d s .  W ith m an y  of th e m  

. I  fe e l  th a t  s in g u la r  bond th a t  c o m e s  f ro m  know ing w e 'v e  fought to g e th e r .

D u rin g  Jo h n  C o n n o r 's  to a s ts ,  som eone handed  Lyndon a  fo ld ed ; , 

n o te  a n d  I w a tch ed  h is  e x p re s s io n  a s  he re a d  i t  and  h is  face  sag g ed  and  m y  ' 

h e a r t  le a p t.  I  knew  i t  w as so m eth in g  bad  and so m eth in g  c lo s e .  W hen th e  

c lap p in g  had  d ied  down he sa id  " I  have to  m ak e  a  sad  an n o u n cem en t. W e  

I  h av e  lo s t  th re e  A s tro n a u ts  - -  W hite and  G r is s o m  and C haffee a t  C ape  :  ̂ ’
( • ■„ . _

K ennedy . T h e re  w as a f ir e  in  the  sp a ce  sh ip ." He sa id  a  b r ie f  fa re w e ll  ^

[ to  th e  C o n n o rs  and  le f t  r ig h t  aw ay  to go, I th in k  to  th e  S itu a tio n  R oom . :
• ‘  ^  i ’ ■ . ' ’ ■ . I ' '  ' '  '  r '  '  '  • •

th o u g h t of th o se  young A s tro n a u ts  I had  se e n  only an  h o u r ago  an d  of J im  

W eb b 's  happy  fa c e . Som ehow  i t  w as e s p e c ia lly  J im  W ebb th a t  I f e l t   

th a t  r u s h  of sy m p ath y  f o r .  T he even ing  con tinued  a  w hile  s im p ly  b e ca u se  

th e  y oung p eop le  and  th e  v is i to r s  f ro m  f a r  off w e re  h e re  fo r  a  v e ry  s p e c ia l

, r .
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o c c a s io n . I took  th e m  a ro u n d  on the second  f lo o r  and they  w e re  o p en ly , 

e x c ite d  ab o u t i t  a l l ,  th e  W hite H ouse, m e e tin g  a l l  of the C ab in e t, b u t a  

lo t  os us I a m  su re , w en t a ro u n d  lik e  zo m b ies  fo r  the r e s t  of the  even ing  

an d  th e  p a r ty  so o n  ended . Lyndon did n o t com e h o m e fo r  a  long  t im e . I

■ r e a d  and  w o rk e d . T oday  h a s  ru n  th e  gam ut f ro m  e x a lta tio n  to g r ie f ,  f ro m  

a  f i r s t  s u c c e s s  to  a  f i r s t  tra g e d y  in  the sp ace  s to ry .
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