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T U E S D A Y , J A N U A R Y  31

Tu e s d a y , J a n u a ry  31 ra n  a l l  th e  gam ut o f e m o tio n s , Ly n d o n  had 

decided he w o u ld  go to  th e  fu n e ra ls  o f G r is s o m  and C ha ffee  and he asked  ̂

m e  i f  I  w o u ld  go to  W e s t  P o in t  to  th e  fu n e ra l o f E d  W h ite . I  w a s d re ss e d  

and_ready e a r ly ; o F re d d ie  Te a g u e  came to  th e  Second F lo o r  o f th e  W h ite  H o u se s

and had a cup o f coffee  w h ile  she  w a ite d  fo r  m e ,; T h e n  w e rod e  b u t to g e th e r  

to  N a tio n a l w h e re ,w e  m e t H u b e rt  and P a ts y  W ebb and M r s .  G eorge  M u eller[?], 

w ho se -husb a nd  i s  one o f the  h ig h e r eche lons in  Space, and A i r  F o rc e  C h ie f  

o f S ta f f ,  G e n e ra l M c C o n n e ll.: I t  w a s o n ly  a t h i r t y  m in u te  f l ig h t  up to  

: W e s t  P o in t ,  a b i t t e r  cold day. W e w e re  m e t by a v e ry  a tt ra c t iv e  young  

G e n e ra l named B e n n e tt and I  rod e  w ith  h im  up th e  lo v e ly  w in d in g  H u d so n  

V a lle y  to  W e s t  P o in t ,  H e  show ed m e S to rm  K in g  M o u n ta in , a d e lig h tfu l  

n a m e , a p a r t  o f th e  p a lisa d e s  o f th e  H u d so n , and as th e  roa d  hugged i t s  

w ay along th e  m o u n ta in  i t  has g re a t cascades l ik e  f ro z e n  s ta la c t ite s .  T h e y  

w i l l  be flo w in g  s p r in g s  in  w a rm  w e a th e r. I t  w a s a b e a u tifu l c o u n try .- '

T h e n  w e enteresd W e s t  P o in t  and y o u r sp in e  tin g le d . I t  w a s th e  v e ry  hom e  

o f t ra d it io n ,  a g re a t name in  A m e ric a .

y • W e  w e n t s t ra ig h t  to  th e  o ld  Cadet C hapel on th e  g ro u n d s o f th e  

A cadem y c e m e te ry , a s m a ll q u ie t p lace . H u b e rt  and F re d d ie  and I  w e re  

sea ted c lo se  to  th e  f r o n t .  In  the  f i r s t  pew s th e re  w e re  E d  W h ite 's  fe l lo w - 

a s t ro n a u ts  - -  h o n o ra ry  p a llb e a re rs  - -  C h a rle s  C onrad , Th o m a s  S ta f fo rd

■ i.. ■

:

If ini



, Tu e s d a y , Ja n u a ry  31 (C o n tin ued ) ,

and N e i l  A rm s t ro n g ,  w ho had been a t th e  W h ite  H o u se  so  s h o r t  a t im e  

b e fo re  u n d e r happy c irc u m s ta n c e s , and Ja m e s L o v e l l  and F r a n k  B o rm a n .  

A nd th e n  s ix  s o ld ie r s ,  e n lis te d  m e n , one o f th e m  a N e g ro . T h e r e  w a s  

a long  w a it  and th e n  th e  fa m ily  came i n . , M r s .  W h ite  so  v e ry  young - - beautiful

b londe h a ir  covered  w ith  a b la c k  m a n til la  and C o lo n e l Ja m e s  

M c D iv it t ,  th e  com m and p i lo t  o f th e  space f l ig h t  in  w h ic h  W h ite  had 

p e rfo rm e d  A m e r ic a 's  f i r s t  space w a lk , g e n tly  p ro te c tiv e  —  v e ry  m i l i t a r y  - -  

as he guided h e r in ;  and th e  W h ite 's  tw o  c h ild re n , B o n n ie  L y n n  and E d w a rd ,  

and th e  p a re n ts . G e n e ra l and M r s ,  E d w a rd  W h ite , the  G e n e ra l b ig  and 

s o lid  and to u g h , I  re m e m b e r th e m  a l l  f ro m  th a t happy v i s i t  to  th e  W h ite  

H o u se  and th e  h i la r io u s  t im e  w hen the  W h ite s  and th e  M c D iv it t s  sp e n t . 

th e  n ig h t - -  o r  ra th e r  to  about th re e  a., m , , and L u c i ra n  t h e i r  c lo th e s  

th ro u g h  th e  w a sh in g  m a c h ine  and I  b ro u g h t out d re s s e s  and coa ts f o r  th e m  

to  t r y  on to  get re a d y  f o r  t h e i r  f l ig h t  to  P a r i s  about 4 :0 0  o 'c lo c k  th e  next 

m o rn in g ., ,  ̂ ■

- A nd th e n  th e re  w a s th e  A s t ro n a u t 's  younger b ro th e r ,  Ja m e s  

W h ite  - -  h im s e lf  a L ie u te n a n t in  th e  A r m y  - -  pa le  and s o l ic ito u s .  H e  

looked so  l ik e  E d  th a t i t  w a s h e a rtb re a k in g  as he leaned o v e r M r s .  W h ite .  

T h e  fu n e ra l s e rv ic e  w a s b r ie f  and s u r p r is in g ly  p e rso n a l. E d  W h ite 's  own  

m in is t e r  f r o m  th e  l i t t l e  T e x a s  to w n  o f Sea b ro ok w h e re  he liv e d  c lo se  to  th e  

Space C e n te r. T h e  W e s t  P o in t  C h o ir  in  the  lo f t  sang th e ir  A lm a  M a te r  

and th e n  th e  song o f th e  C o rp s  and I  w a s caught up in  the  beauty  o f the

I
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vo ic e s and th e  w o rd s ,  v e ry  m a sc u lin e  and m i l i t a r y .  L a t e r  I  hea rd  

th a t E d  W h ite  has a re c o rd  o£ th e se  song s and a lw a y s p layed th e m  in  

t im e s  o f s t r e s s  and M r s .  W h ite  had asked  th a t th e y  be sung , and w e  

w a lke d  to  th e  g ra v e s id e . O n ly  the  fa m ily  sa t u n d e r th e  te n t. W e  stoo d  . 

w ith  s e v e ra l h u nd re d  people - -  a b e a u tifu l v ie w  o f th e  H u d so n  j u s t  b e low  

on m y  r ig h t .  T h i s  i s  a b e a u tifu l p la c e . T h o s e  w ho go h e re  m u s t  

re m e m b e r i t  a lw a y s a fte rw a rd . • ’

- ; T h e  A s t ro n a u ts  stood to g e th e r c lo s e s t to  th e  c o ff in . A t  a t im e  • 

l ik e  t h is  th e  va lu e  o f d is c ip lin e  t ra d it io n  becom es ap p a re nt, s t re n g th  

to  lea n  on, to  su p p o rt. T h e y  had been im p o rta n t in  E d  W h ite 's  l i f e .  T h e  

C o rp s , th e  C h u rc h , th e  A s t ro n a u ts .  T h e re  i s  a b ro th e rh o o d  betw een  

th e se  m en.

T h e r e  w a s  a c e rta in  e le m e n t o f s t re n g th  and beauty in  t h i s  c ru e l . 

day. M r s .  W h ite  w e p t s o f t ly  as th e y  p re se n te d  h e r th e  fo ld ed  f la g  f ro m  

E d  W h ite 's  c o ff in  and th e n  G e n e ra l B e n n e tt w a s nudging m e and: I  m oved  

fo rw a rd  and leaned o v e r to  e x p re ss  o u r sy m p a th y . She looked up a t m e  

q u ite  c le a r ly  and a lm o s t u rg e n tly  and sa id  "P le a s e  t e l l  th e  P re s id e n t  

th a t E d  loved  h im . Now  w i l l  you re m e m b e r to  t e l l  h im  th a t?" H o ld in g  on 

t ig h t  w a s a lm o s t too  m uch. I  w e n t down the  lin e  and m u rm u re d  w o rd s  to  

a l l  th e  fa m ily  and to  B o n n ie  L y n n  and E d w a rd  I  sa id  " I  have a good p ic tu re  

o f you a l l  in  a happy t im e . Y o u  re m e m b e r w hen you v is ite d  th e  W h ite
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H o u s e  and I  a m  going to  send i t  to  you."  One o f th e  b e s t p ic tu re s  in  " T h e  

L iv in g  W h ite  H o u s e "  i s  E d  W h ite , young and s tro n g , h is  a rm s  a lo ft ,  

p o ise d  on th e  edge o f th e  W h ite  H o u se  sw im m in g  p o o l. H e  had ju s t  to sse d  

B o n n ie  h ig h  in to  th e  a i r .  '

O n th e  w a y back to  th e  a i r p o r t .  G e n e ra l B e n n e tt to ld, u s  how E d  

W h ite  had b ro u g h t h is  so n , la s t  s u m m e r I  b e lie ve  i t  w a s , he w a s tw e lv e  

y e a rs  o ld , to  W e s t  P o in t  to  see i t  th ro u g h  h is  e yes. E d  W h ite  had loved  

W e s t  P o i nt .  H e  had s e v e ra l a th le tic  re c o rd s  th a t have n e ve r been equaled  

s in c e , I  th in k  th e  fo u r  hundred  m e te r  ra c e  and som e s o r t  o f ju m p . , I  

■thought w hen I  get back I  m u s t  su g g e st to  Ly n d o n  th a t he w r i te  a le t te r  to  

w h o e v e r w i l l  be P r e s id e n t  a t th e  t im e  th a t young m an rea che s th e  age to  

go to  th e  A cadem y and re q u e s t th a t he be se n t.

, W e  had lu n c h  on the  w ay back and F re d d ie  and I  ta lk e d  o f th e  

„ T e x a s  D e le g a tio n  w h ic h  has undergone m a n y  changes in  th e  b r ie f  s ix  y e a rs  

s in c e  I  ceased to  be a m e m b e r o f i t .  T h e n  I  w o rk e d  on th e  m a il  w ith  

M a r i ly n  and A sh to n  and w e n t to  th e  beauty p a r lo r  and w as d re ss e d  f o r  th e  

second b ig  e vent o f the  day. A  v e ry  g re a t change o f pace, t h i s  i s  and  

so m e th in g  I  had looked fo rw a rd  to  f o r  m o n th s  —  th e  u n v e ilin g  o f P re s id e n t  

F D R ' s  p o r t r a i t  by M adam e Sh o u m a to ff. W e  asked M a rg a re t T ru m a n  and 

C l i f f  D a n ie ls  to  com e up ahead o f t im e  and Ly n d o n  and I  had a fe w  m in u te s  

to  v i s i t  w ith  th e m , d u rin g  w h ic h  she to ld  m e th a t no indeed, h e r  M o th e r, 

w a s not going to  g ive  h e r p o r t r a i t  now hung in  Independence to  the  W h ite  H o u se .

Se e , M a rg a re t  had h e r  nam e on th e  back o f i t .  I  asked how w e b e s t
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p ro ce e d  as I  w o u ld  c e rta in ly  l ik e  t h is  house to  have one o f M r s .  T ru m a n  

and she sa id  m aybe th e  sam e a r t i s t  w o u ld  do a copy. I f  i t  w a s a good 

copy sh e , M a rg a re t,  w o u ld  take  i t  and re le a se  the  o r ig in a l.

" L o o k "  had been doing a s to r y  o f re m in is c e s  on h e r. She  had 

’ sp e n t th e  m o rn in g  in  h e r o ld  b e d ro o m  and s it t in g  ro o m , now o u r  fa m ily  

' d in in g  ro o m  and k itc h e n . She  to ld  o f how she had had tw o  p ia n o s in  h e r

ro o m . She  o fte n  d id  p iano  d ue ts w ith  a f r ie n d  and how one n ig h t la te  com ing  

in  she  and h e r fa th e r  had no ticed th a t th e y  w e re  s i t t in g  a t c ra z y  a n g le s ;

one end h ik e d  up m a rk e d ly  s e v e ra l in c h e s m o re  tha n  th e  o th e r. S u re
■ /  :  '  '  I

enough, th e  f lo o r  .was s in k in g  be low  th e m . T h e re  w e re  no s e rv a n ts  about.

T h e y  c a lle d  a couple o f S e c re t S e rv ic e m e n  and l i f te d  th e m  o v e r on w ha t 

a p p e a re d  a m o re  s o lid  p o r t io n  o f th e  f lo o r  and th e n  th e  v e ry  next

m o rn in g  P r e s id e n t  T ru m a n  had a rc h ite c ts  and e n g in e e rs  be g in  go ing  o v e r 1

th e  p lace and a f te r  th e  e le c tio n  o f '4 8  w hen th e  T ru m a n s  w e nt  to  F lo r id a  ' 

to  r e s t .  P r e s id e n t  T ru m a n  re fu se d  to  le t  M r s .  T r u m a n 's  m o th e r s ta y  

a lone  i n  th e  W h ite  H o u se . H e  m oved h e r r ig h t  a c ro s s  to  B l a i r  H o u se .

, I  w e n t s t ra ig h t  to  th e  p o d iu m  to  w e lc om e  t h is  ro o m fu l l  o f P re s id e n t  

R o o s e v e lt 's  fa m ily  and f r ie n d s  and fe llo w - w o rk e rs  o f th o se  v iv id  y e a rs .  

T h e r e  a re  th re e  c h ild re n , A nna R o o s e v e lt  H a ls te a d , Jo h n , and F r a n k l in ,  

a dozen g ra n d c h ild re n , th re e  g re a t g ra n d c h ild re n , and I  asked th e m  to  

sta n d  w h ile  th e  T V  c a m e ra s sw ung in  t h e ir  d ire c t io n . A nd  q u ite  a s id e  

f r o m  th e  fa m ily ,  th e re  a re  so  m any w ho se  nam es th rea d e d  th ro u g h  th a t
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.w h o le  p e r io d , M r s .  H e n ry  W a lla c e , M a rg a re t T ru m a n  D a n ie ls , F r a n c is  

B id d le , G ra c e  T u l l y ,  T o m m y  C o rc o ra n , J im  R o w e , A do lp h  B u r le ig h ,

A v e rel l  H a r r im a n  and m any ne w sm en and w om en who covered h im ; A  

, b r ie f  e xp la na tio n  o f how w hen we f i r s t  m oved in  w e had begun to  se a rc h  i x 

, f o r  a p o r t r a i t  o f F r a n k l in  R o o s e v e lt fo r  Ly n d o n ’ s o ffic e . F o r  tw o  y e a rs  

; i t  w a s f r u i t le s s  and th e n  M r .  C h a rle s  P a lm e r ,  o f th e  W a rm  S p r in g s  Fo u n d a tio n ,  

had b ro u g h t M adam e S h o u m a to ff to  m e and the  p o r t r a i t  tu rn e d  f r o m  ̂̂^̂̂̂^̂V ' 

d re a m  in to  re a l i t y  and h e re  i t  w a s . I  in tro d u c e d  h e r and M adam  Sh o u m a to ff 

p u lle d  th e  c o rd . T h a t  w a s one o f th e  g re a t m o m e n ts  o f the  day and I  th in k  

I  se n se d  a lm o s t an a ud ib le  w ave o f a p p ro va l f r o m  t h is  v e ry  sp e c ia l 

audience.: -

Ly n d o n  spoke b r ie f ly  and v e ry  m uc h  in  th e  m ood o f th e  R o o s e v e lt  

E r a .  T im e s  o f t r i a l  can b r in g  out th e  b e s t in  m en and in  n a tio n s .. . H i s  

: face and h is  vo ice  became sy m b o ls  in  th a t o th e r t im e  o f b i t t e r  te s t in g

o f m a n 's  p o w e r to  o ve rc o m e , and a n o th e r ̂ j i^ ^ I* lik e d . ' ' L i k e  e v e ry  one 

o f o u r  g re a t P r e s id e n ts ,  he w a s a lso  a g re a t p o lit ic ia n . H e  p ro v e d  again  

and again th a t p o l i t ic s  sc o rn e d  by so  m any i s  an ho nora b le  c a llin g . A nd  

th e n  w e had th e  e n te rta in m e n t —  p a r t  o f S u n r is e  a t Cam pabello , on a s l ig h t ly  

ra is e d  p la t fo rm  w ith o u t b e n e fit o f stage o r  p ro p s  o r  c o s tu m e s. C h a rle to n  

H e s to n , a s F D R ,  and M a ry  F ic k e t t ,  w h o  p layed the  ro le  on th e  stage as 

E le a n o r  R o o s e v e lt ,  and A n n  S e y m o u r a s b o th  F D R ' s  m o th e r and M is s ie  L e
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H a nd . D o re  S c h a ry  w a s the n a r ra to r  and a lso  p layed L o u ie  H o w e.

T h e y  to ld  m e th e y  had been n e rv o u s  b e fo reha nd . T h e y  needn’t  have  

been. I t  w a s m a rv e lo u s . I  w as caught up in  a d m ira tio n  and so  p ro u d  

to  be o ffe r in g  i t  to  t h i s  aud ience. T h e n  i t  w a s o v e r and w e w e n t in to  

th e  B lu e  R o o m , w h ic h  w a s a s n o sta lg ic  as you could expect. A s  M a r ie  

S m ith  sa id , th e  W h ite  H o u se  w a s f i l le d  w ith  m e m o rie s , bo th  spoken and

s i le n t ,  T l^ ® re  w a s a long  r o s t e r  o f c o u s in s  and m e m b e rs  o f h is  - 

A d m in is t ra t io n ,  T h u rm o n d  A rn o ld , o ld  b u t f u l l  o f g in g e r, and E d  F o le y  

and A b e  F o r t a s  and T e x  G o ld sc h m id t. W e  had had suc h  fu n  th e  n ig h t b e fo re  

a t A b e ' s re m in isc e n c e s  fo r  e a r ly  days a t In t e r io r  and S e n a to r W i r t z  and

th e  L e o n  K eys e r l in g s ,  bo th  o f th e m  in  F D R ' s  A d m in is t ra t io n ,  and G la dys  

T i l l e t ,  V ic e  C h a irm a n  o f the  D e m o c ra tic  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e  d u rin g  

F D R ' s  t im e , w e ll-k n o w n  W h ite  H o u se  f ig u re s ,  R o b e rta  B a r ro w s  and T o i  

B a c h e ld e r, m e m b e rs  o f th e  p re s s  w ho had covered  th o se  v iv id  y e a rs ,

M ay C ra ig  looked re m a rk a b ly  s p r i te ly  in  a b r ig h t  p in k  d re s s  and ha t, h e r  

t ra d e m a rk , and B e s s  F u rm a n  w h o se  book about the  W h ite  H o u se  i s  s t i l l  

a c la s s ic , and D o r i s  F le e s o n  and M e r r im a n  S m ith ,  th e  Dean o f th e  C o rp s ,  

; ' w ho had begun w ith  F D R  and who ju s t  m a r r ie d  a v e ry  young w ife .  T h e re  

w e re  som e w id o w s o f F D R ' s  o f f ic ia ls  - -  M r s .  O sc a r C ox, v e ry  lo v e ly  

b u t te a r fu l ,  and Jane Ic k e s , re m a rk a b ly  d u ra b le , and M r s .  E m m a  G u ffie  

M i l le r ,  age 9 2 , lo ng  t im e  f r ie n d  o f M r s .  F D R ' s ,  and N a tio n a l C o m m itte e
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■■■
w o m a n f r o m  P e n n s y lv a n ia , aja4 tw o  w id o w s I  had e sp e c ia lly  hoped

w o u ld  be p re s e n t and w e re  n o t - -  R o b e rta  V in s o n  and A n ita  W i l l ia m s ,

A u b re y  W i l l ia m s  had been head o f N Y A  w hen Ly n d o n  w a s in  i t ,  M r ,  J u s t ic e  

R e e d , r e t i re d ,  w a s going a ro u n d  sa y in g  th a t he w a s the  o n ly  one w ho  

had been th e re  f r o m  th e  v e ry  f i r s t  o f the  R o o s e v e lt E r a .  Ly n d o n  c o rre c te d  

h im  and s a id  "n o , I  w a s h e re  to o , a lthough I  w a s ju s t  a C le rk  in  a 

C o n g re ss m a n 's  o ffic e ."  Bo b  K in tn e r  had been a ne w sm a n in  h is  t im e  

w r i t in g  a c o lu m n  w ith  h is  c o u s in , Joe A ls o p , and s in c e  h is  c a re e r has led  

along h e ig h ts  and d e c lin e s  and f in a l ly  back to  the  W h ite  H o u se  i t s e l f  a s  

L y n d o n ’ s A s s is ta n t .  I  had asked M a ry  L a s k e r  and A nna H o ffm a n  a nd 

M r s .  S id n e y  H il lm a n  -- a fe w  w o u ld  re m e m b e r th a t o ld  p h ra se  "c he ck i t  

w ith  S id n e y '^ a n d  I  w a s v e ry  p le a se d  to  have D r .  W ayne G ro v e r w ho  i s  

in v a lu a b le  on the  l ib r a r y  and th e  M e lv i l le  B e l l  G ro v e n e rs  o f th e  W h ite  

H o u se  H is t o r ic a l  A ss o c ia t io n . T h e re  w e re  th e  A rm a n d  H a m m e rs , m y  

f r ie n d s  f r o m  Campob e llo  and th e re  w e re  a fe w  not at a l l  re la te d  to  F D R  

days th a t I  s im p ly  w anted to  sh a re  the  evening w ith .  M r s .  R o s to w ’ s 87  

y e a r o ld  m o th e r , M r s .  H a r ie tt Vaughn D a v ie s , who has ju s t  w r i t t e n  h e r  f i r s t  

book, a d e lig h tfu l o ld  la d y , C h a rle y  G uy, o f  th e  Lubbock p a pe r w ho w a s

in  to w n  fo r  th e  day, and Esther M a y  B ro w n le e, who had been J e s s e  K e l la m 's

s e c re ta ry  back in  the  days o f th e  N Y A  and w ho w a s v is i t in g  re la t iv e s  in  

to w n .

A s  in  any g a th e rin g  w h e re  she i s  p re se n t, A lic e  R o o s e v e lt  L o n g w o rth
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w a s one o f the  s t a r s  o f th e  occasion , a n a tu ra l m agnet f o r  eve rybody  

w a n tin g  to  h e a r so m e th in g  sp ic y , and th e re  w a s a n o th e r R o o s e v e lt  

f r o m  th a t s id e  o f th e  fa m ily ,  M r s .  K e r m it  who goes to  S t .  M a rk 's  w ith  

, m e , and a re a l o ld - t im e r ,  M r s .  N e ll ie  T a y lo r  R o s s ,  D ire c to r  o f th e  

. M in t  in  F D R ' s  t im e  and one o f th e  f i r s t  w om an g o v e rn o rs ,  b u t i t  w a s by  

no m e a n s a bunch o f o ld fo lk s  o n ly  because o f g ra n d c h ild re n  and g re a t-  

g ra n d c h ild re n  and A nna  soon had a g roup o f about tw e n ty  o f th e m  on a 

second and t h i r d  f lo o r  to u r  a t m y  su g g e stio n . Ly n d o n  sa t on th e  re d  so fa  in  

e a rn e s t c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  D o re  S c h a ry  and la te r  w ith  M a y o r B o b  W a g n e r,  

w ho he in v ite d  to  be o u r  house  g u e st a t the  next S ta te  D in n e r ,  and ^hen '

■ w h e n  th e  l in e  w a s o v e r, I  to o k  m y  p ro g ra m  and w e n t in  se a rc h  o f the  

' ’ s t a r s  o f th e  day - -  M a d a m  Sh o u m a to ff w ho next to  m e I  th in k  w a s th e  m o s t. ?

; t h r i l le d  p e rs o n  th e re  to  get h e r  au to g ra p h  and a lso  a l l  o f the  a c to rs  —  ,

D o re  S c h a ry , A n n  S e y m o u r, who p layed the  p a rt  o f M r s . R o o s e v e lt  on 

th e  sta g e  to o , and M a ry  F ic k e t t ,  T h i s  i s  tw ic e  she  has helped u s  and

- handsom e d e lig h tfu l C h a rle to n  H e s to n . H e  re m in isc e d  about the  t im e  w e -

w e re  to g e th e r a t th e  p io n e e r pa ra d e  in  N e b ra sk a . A s  I  look a t i t ,  the  

o n ly  one la c k in g  i s  M r .  C h a rle s  P a lm e r  and none o f i t  w o u ld  have  

happened w ith o u t h im . H e  had q u ite  a fe w  m e m b e rs  o f h is  fa m ily , and we 

a l l  had o u r p ic tu re s  m ade to g e th e r, a s we d id  w ith  M adam e S h o u m a to ff 's  

fa m ily  and th e n  I  w e n t in  se a rc h  o f the  in d iv id u a ls  - -  the  H e n ry  L in d s e y s ,  

sh e ‘ s C h a n d le r R o o s e v e lt ,  tw o  o f th e  m o s t a ttra c tiv e  d e sce nd a nts, I
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th ink;^ Is a d o r L u b in  sug g e sted  th a t he take  m e out to  see R e s ton, Jo hn  

R o o s e v e lt  had a w o n d e rfu l s to ry  to  t e l l  about a b ig  G e rm a n p o lic e  dog th e y  

had, ra th e r  b e llig e re n t,  w ho  ju s t  lo ved  h is  m o th e r and he w a s in  th e  ro o m  

w h e n  h is  m o th e r and fa th e r  w e re  g re e tin g  som e F o re ig n  M in is t e r s .  One 

leaned o v e r to  k is s  h is  m o th e r 's  hand. M a jo r ,  th e  dog, m is u n d e rs to o d  

th e  g e s tu re , jum p e d  up and rip p e d  th e  sea t out o f th e  M in is t e r ' s  p a n ts ,

. T h e  M in is t e r  w a s taken to  the  d is p e n sa ry  f o r  t re a tm e n t and a l l  th e  w a ite rs  

w e re  lin e d  up in  th e  k itc h e n  to  see w h ic h  w a s the  c lo se s t to  th e  M in is t e r ' s  

s iz e , .  T h e n  h is  p a n ts  w e re  b o rro w e d  and he w a s excused f o r  th e  evening  

so  th a t th e  e n te rta in m e n t could go on. T h e  M in is t e r  c e r ta in ly  had a . 

t| y  ■  ta le  to  c a r r y  h o m e ," .

■ I  sp e n t n e a r ly  an h o u r a ro u n d  the  re fre s h m e n t ta b le  v is i t in g  w ith  • 

e ve ry o n e , p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  Esther M a e , w ho has been v e ry  i l l .  H o w  b l i th e ly  

I  im a g in e d  th a t I  looked yo ung e r th a n  m y  c o n te m p o ra rie s  w hen I  see th e m  - ■

a f te r  an absence o f tw e n ty  o r  t h i r t y  y e a rs . T h e n  a l i t t l e  p a s t se ve n  I  w e n t 

u p s ta ir s  f o r  a fe w  m in u te s  r e s t  and th e  t h i r d  event o f t h is  packed day. I  

changed in to  m y  re d  lace d re s s  and le f t  f o r  L i s n e r  A u d ito r iu m  a l i t t l e  p a s t 

e ig h t to  see  th e  H a rk n e s s  b a lle t.  I t  w a s a b e n e fit fo r  In d ia n s  and Jane  

W i r t z  w a s C h a irm a n , a l l  good re a so n s  fo r  m e to  go, bu t th e  m a in  one  

w a s th a t Rebeka h H a rk n e s s  had been so  k in d  to  th e  W h ite  H o u se  and to  L u c i .

T h e i r  honeym oon a t C a p ric o rn  w i l l  n e v e r be equaled f o r  beauty  and lu x u ry ,

' '  ̂ . ' V : ’ ■ .■■■ ;
In  th e  lobby I  m e t a young In d ia n  g i r l  q u ite  p re t ty  and w rap ped i

' '•

'.-i
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ra th e r  s u r p r is in g ly  in  a S p a n ish  sh a w l. She w a s G u a d a lie r L u h a n ,

M is s  In d ia n  A m e ric a . S tu  g re e te d  m e . I t  w as h is  b ir th d a y  and h e 's  

o f f  soo n  f o r  te n  days in  th e  N e a r E a s t .  I  w a s seated between B i l l  W i r t z  

and Re b e ka h  H a rk n e s s  and I  fe l t  a lm o s t l ik e  I  w as w a tc h ing  R e b e k a h 's  

c h ild re n  p e r fo rm ,  so  in te n t w a s sh e . T h e  f i r s t  num b e r w a s c a lle d  "N ig h t  

So n g '' w ith  a m o s t  am a z in g  lig h t in g  e ffe c t, c a lle d  in  the  p ro g ra m  k in e tic  

v is u a ls  c irc l in g  ra in b o w s  o f l ig h t ,  th e  f ig u re s  dancing in  f r o n t  o f  th e m . 

Re b e ka h  m u rm u re d  som ebody had sa id  th a t w a s w ha t i t  w a s l ik e  to  ta k e  

L S D .  '

T h e r e  w a s one n u m b e r I  th o u g h t w a s in te n s e ly  b e a u tifu l c a lle d  

' 'A b y s s "  p o e tic , d e lic a te , f r a g i le  —  a young couple th a t seem ed a l l  yo u th  

and innocence and v e ry  m uch in  lo v e  and th e n  onto th e  stage th e re  s lin k e d  

th re e  Ta r t a r  lo o k in g  f ig u re s  clad in  ra g s  and f u r .  T h e y  w e re  th e  v e ry  

p e rs o n if ic a t io n  o f e v i l,  o f v io le n c e . I t  w a s m o v in g ly , c ra s h in g ly  done 

f r o m  gentle n e ss  to  b ru ta l i ty ,  a s m uch ac ting  a s dancing I  th o u g h t, b u t the  

audience gave i t  o n ly  a m ild  o va tio n  and th e n  i t  w a s p ro ve d  to  m e  I  d o n 't  

know  th e  ta s te  o f th e  c o u n try  w hen th e y  gave a w ild  o va tio n  to  a ra th e r  

c o n v e n tio n a l dance, l iv e ly ,  a t t ra c t iv e , b u t u n re m a rk a b le  I  th o u g h t c a lle d  

"C a n to  In d io ."

A f te rw a rd  I  w e n t back sta g e . I t  a lw a y s s u r p r is e s  m e to  f in d  i t  

so  g r im y  and m e s s y  and f u l l  o f la d d e rs  and e le c tr ic  l in e s  and su c h , w hen  

o ut f r o n t  i s  such  beauty . I  m e t a good m any o f th e  a c to rs , t r ie d  to

-S'
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c o n g ra tu la te  th e m  e sp e c ia lly  f o r  " A bys s "  and t r ie d  to  e x p re ss  m y  

a p p re c ia tio n  to  Rebeka h f o r  w ha t she  i s  doing fo r  the  C e n te r o f A r t s  

f o r  In d ia n  A m e ric a  and w a s w e a r i ly  on m y  w ay hom e to  th e  W h ite  H o u se  

a f te r  a day o f g r ie f  and n o sta lg ia  and p le a sa n t e n jo y m e n t. T h e r e  had 

been a s o r t  o f capsu le  f r o m  '3 3  to  '6 7 !


