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l.‘Tuesday“"""j" anuary' 31 ‘ran all the -gamut of emotions. Lyndon had

me, 1f I would go to' West P01nt to the funeral of Ed Whlte.‘ I 'was ‘dressed -

- and ready early Fr‘edd1e Teague came to the Second Floor of the thte House

aicup of coffee wh11e she wa.1ted for me. Then we rod”_e’ vout}_to_gethe‘r 'f“’;

i name, a pa.rt of the pahsades of the Hudson, and as the road hugged 1ts o
' "way along the mountam 1t has great cascades .11ke frozen ’sta.lactites.’ They RS

S .
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S w111 be flow1ng sprlngs 1n warm wea.ther.v It was a beautlful country. ;

' dec1ded he would gO to the funerals of Gr1ssom and Chaffee and he asked T e

- Then we entered West Pomt and your spme t1ng1ed It was the_v_ery home'g S

- of trad1t1on, a great name m Amer1ca._.-__,_' '

We went stra1ght to the old Cadet Chapel on the grounds of the
3 Ac_ademy cemetery, a small qu1et place. ‘ Hubert and Freddle and I were
sea.ted, close-to the front In the f1rst pews there were Ed Whlte s fellow- '

— :
{ .

— astronauts-—honorary pallbearers-— Cha.rles Conrad, Thoma.s Stafford
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_House and the h11ar1ous t1m when the Wh1t"“s and the M’ D1v1tts spent i
" the n1ght—- or rather to about three a. m r d-Luc1 ‘ran the1r. clothes

| 'to try on to get ready for the1r fl1ght to Pans about 4- OO o clock the next "

Wh1te--; h1mse1f a. L1eutenant 1n the Army-- pale and sohc1tous. He : o

B 'Space_-Center. The West Point_‘Choir in thej loft sang their'Alma Mater o

\
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" and Neil Arm.strong.;:,who had been at the White House so short a time .

before 'un‘der_“hapisy:‘errcumstances, “ahd.;Iames Lovell and Frank Borman e ‘

.And_then‘..si:":‘l:so-l’d1ers,"-en'li..s‘ted men, one" :ofjthem a N'egro.' There ‘Was

a. lohg'i a1t and n he farmly came 1n. Mr : ‘;"-Wh1te so very young--

through the washmg machme and I brought out dresses and coats for them

And then there was vthe Astronaut's younger brother, Jamesf o

looked so 11ke Ed that 1t was heartbreakmg as he leaned over Mrs Wh1te.

The ;funeral serv1ce was br1ef and surprls1ng1y personal - Ed Wh1te s own

' m1mster from the 11tt1e Texas town of Seabrook where he hved close to the

and then the song ,_of the Corhs and 1 was _caught up in the beauty of‘the
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: walked to the gravesuie. '
_ .*w1th several hundred people

on myc_nght.'}‘{ :

:ﬁ"'illke this the' value of d1sc1p11ne trad1t10n becomes apparent strength' |

,the‘se_,men;;

' Tues.day , Janua.ry 31 (Continued)f |

. voices and the words, very mascuhne a.nd m111tary. Later I heard R

that Ed Wh1te has a record of these songs and always played them in

- t1mes of stress and Mrs.. Wh1te had asked that they be sung, and we

Only the fam11y sat under the tent We stood

"'a' beautlful v1ew of the Hudson Just below

hrs._rs a beautrful place. Those who go here must

The A‘s"‘traaaut;ﬁ "st;";o'o"d *tag’e”tae;f’aase‘st"ifa ‘t'a;* c"affm"v" At gfti'n;-e" :: o

to 'lean on, to support They had been 1mportant 1n Ed Wh1te s 11fe.v_v The _.} L

g I:Corps, the Church the Astronauts. There 1s a brotherhood between S

'd.ay‘. Mrs_ Wh1te wept softly as they presented her the folded ﬂag fromi !

‘,Ed Wh1te s coff1n and then General Bennett was nudgmg me a.nd 1 moved

: forward and leaned over to express our sympathy. She 1ooked up at me h

’*un.te clearly and almost urgently and sa1d ”Please tell the Pres1dent

7t1ght was almost too much I went down the l1ne and murmured words to

,all the fam:.ly and to Bonme Lynn and Edward I sa1d "I have a good p1cture :

of you all in a happy time, You remembe_r when, you v1s1ted thej White

: There was a certam element of strength and beauty in th1s cruel Lo

” that Ed loved h1m. Now w111 you remember to tell h1m that? Holdmg on : _b R

: { SEEE



Bonnle hlgh 1nto the‘au'. -‘; SR

' : go to the Academy and'request that he be sent

S Tuesday,'. January 31 (Conti}nued')vl;"'..j, '

House ‘and Iam. goi.ng' to send 1t to you. " Cne of the best pictures in"“The :
L1v1ng Wh1te House" is Ed Whlte, young and strong, h1s arms aloft

'po1sed on the edge of the Wh1te House sw1mm1ng pool He had Just tossed ,

West Pomt to see 1t through h1s eyes. Ed Wh1te had loved

.Av'smce S17 th1nk the fou hundred meter ra.ce and some sort of Jump. ; g

":;;:rr'thought when I get ‘back I must suggest to Lyndon that he wr1te a letter to SRR

. ,.7_'?“:? whoever w111vbe Pres1dent at the t1me that young man reaches the age'to i ‘

We hadlblunch on the way\ back and Fredd1e and 1 talked of the ‘-

Texas Delegat1on whlch has undergone many changes in the br1ef suc years ) ',.‘..‘

s:.nce I ceased to .be. a member, of, 1t. Then I worked on the mall w1th

& Manlyn and Ashton and went'to the beauty parlor and was dressed for the

! somethzng I had looked forward to for months-- the unve1l1ng of Pres1dent e

FDR's portralt by Madame Shoumatoff We asked Margaret Truman and
- Cliff Dan1els to come up ahead of t1me and Lyndon and I had a few mmutes-

to visit with them, durmg wh1ch :she told rn__e‘.that no 1ndeed, her Mother. 3

‘See, Margaret had vher name on the back of it. I asked how we best-'.t. o

~= T T
i

' 's'econd'bi.' event of th'r, day ': A ,.very greatvchange of pace. thxs 1s and.”:.’ o

-was not going to give her ‘portrait’hung in Indej.)endence’tothe White House,




.‘f.'.-’:ff;', one. end hiked up markedly several 1nches more than the other. : Sure_: o

. : appeared..a.‘moref;olid portion of the floor"and”then- the verynext
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‘ proceed'as' I.Would certainly like this house to have one of Mrs. ‘Truman‘ E

' and’ she _said maybe'the; same artist wouldb doa cohy. If it wasi a lgood-- '

copy she, Margaret would take 1t and release the orlgmal

”Look“ had been domg a story of remmisces on her. She had

spent the morning 1n her old bedroom and snttmg room, ‘now our family' .

diningbroom and kitchen. She told of how she had had two p1anos 1n her n |

She often d1d p1ano duets w1th a friend and how one nlght late coming |

in she and: her father 'had‘noticed that they were 51tt1ng at crazy’ angles, o <

o enough, the floor_-_was:sinkin_g b_el_ow them!‘ ‘f_I‘here‘ were"no servant.s_‘about.'

: '.'Thely‘*éalled a coupleof Se_cret'Servicemen andhfted themover bn‘"v';a;t_.‘ “

,morning ‘-Premdent Truman had arch1tects and engineers begm g01ng over
the place and after the election of '48 when the Trumans went to Florida

- to rest,‘" Rresident ‘::"I‘ruman‘refused'fto let Mrs.' Truman"s mother' stay e

alone'in.the White ﬁouse. v He moved her right across to Blalr House.

. I Went strazght to the podium to Welcome this roomfull of Pres1dent

' Roosev‘e\l{t's family a.nd Irlends and feIlow-workers of th‘ose' vivid years.

There"a:‘rve’ thr'ee:'c_hiidren;; A‘nxia;.'RooseVe'it Halstead, John, and-'?rankiin~, AR

" a dozen grandchildren,' three ‘great grandchildren, anddlask‘ed them to
. stand w'hille.the T_V cameras swung in their 'direction. And quite asnde

o from the family, there are so many whose names threaded through that




S pbriea exp'lanation ._o how yvhen' yve first vmoved _in we had.begun-'to Sear.ch-_';

= ‘":i‘t wa; - fru1tl‘ess= and then*‘Mr- :
T had brought Madame Shoumatoff to me and the portralt turned from

Rt dream umto_-’reahty.*andr here
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.whole’ per1od Mrs Henry Wallace, Margaret Truman Dan1els, Franc1s

B Bxddle, ,Grace_Tully,' Tomxny.Corcoran, J1m Rowe, Adolph Burlelgh,i_ a

: ,Aver1ll Harnman nd many newsmen and women who covered h1m. A .

. for a,""portra1tvof,FIanl{li;n.Roosevelt for Lyndon’s ’office. | For two years

I"1ntroduced :hervy and Madam Shoumatoff

: f‘pulled the. ord That was one of‘the great moments ‘of the day and I think

I sens ed'almost an aud1ble wave of approval from this very spec1all

- audience

Lyndon spo__ke;bri"e.fil‘y: and ver.y_mnchd'n themood of the Rooseveltv

Era. Times of trial can bring out the best in men and in nations..".His
face and his voice became syr_nbolé& in that other time of bitter testing .
.. of rnan;'s. power to""overc_om'e,i_'_and another J.:.k-elIhked “,Like everyfon’e-;}

of our.gre'at’fIE;’re’sidentxs,' heyéas _Talsbo "a 'great pol1t1c1an He proved agam EA

and agaln that poht1cs scorned by so many 1s an honorable callmg :And
.then ‘we! had the enterta1nment-- part of Sunnse at Campabello, on a sl1ght1y

~ra1sed platform w1thout beneﬁt of stage or props or costuxnes. , Charleton

Heston, as FDR and Mary F1ckett who played the role on the stage as

'Eleanor Roosevelt and Ann Seyrnour as both FDR's mother and M1s sie Le .‘ -

iharles Palmer, of the Warm Spr1ngs Foundatlon,

el 8 Sk S e il 4
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Hand iDore .Schar'y was the narrator and also played Louie Howe. -

They told me they had been nervous beforehand They needn t have

been. It was marvelous. I was caught up 1n adm1rat10n and 80 proud

'»'to be-.offering it to mhis audxence"v f.Then 1t .was over and we went 1nto

the Blue Room, 'whxch was as. nostalg1c as you could expect As Marle v‘

*‘ 7 ‘ ' Sm1th sa1d; the Wh1te House was f1lled w1th .memones, both spoken and

‘s1lent 'I"here was a long roster of cousms and members of h1s

Adm:tm.stratr.on, ‘I‘hurmond Arnold old but full of glnger, and Ed.Foley _, ; ‘

"_.'and Abe-,Fortas andinex Goldschm1dt We had had such fun the mght before

T A AN A L BN

= at Abe;s rem1n1scences for arly days at Inter1or and Senator W1rtz and

Q-' the Leon'Kaserlmgs both of them in- FDR s Adm1mstrat1on, and Gladys

: T1llet 1ce Chalrman of the Democratlc Natlonal Comm1ttee durlng S

bl
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FDR 8 t1me, well known Wh1te House f1gures, Roberta Barrows and To1 )
%Bachelder, ‘ members of the press who had covered those v1v1d years,
"?‘ay Cra1g looked remarkably sprltely 1n a br1ght pmk dress and hat her o

E trademark and Bess Furman whose book about the Wh1te House 1s st1ll R

a class1c, and Dor1s Fleeson and Merr1man Sm1th the Dean of the Corps,

i 'f:“’who had begun w1th FDR and who Just marned a very young w1fe.‘ There o
T were some WldOWS of FDR ] off1clals-- Mrs. Oscar Cox, very lovely
.' but tearful and J'ane Ickes, 'remarkably dura.ble, and Mrs Emma Gufﬁe

—~ : 7\I{J.ller, age 92 long t1me friend of Mrs., FDR's, and Natzonal Comm1ttee
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woman from Pennsylvania, a.nd two widows I had especially hoped

would be present aad were not-- Roberta Vlncent and An1ta W1111ams. :

e Aubrey W1lhams had been head of NYA when Lyndon was in 1t Mr. Just1ce
Reed ret1red was gomg around say1ng that he was the only one who , G
- had been«the{re,f}rcm _thei.‘:ve'ry",\ﬁrst __of the Roos.evelth_ra. Lyndon corrected

_him and said "no, T was here too, although I was justa Clerkina® -

- "Congre'ssman'sit)ffic"e'.'" : Bob Kintner ha'd been“a newsman in his time' S

.wr1t1ng a c‘oltunn w1th h1s cousm, Joe AlSOp, and s1nce hls career has led

along hexghts and dechnes and fmally back to the Whlte House 1tse1f as

- Lyndon's Asslstant I had asked Mary Lasker and Anna Hoffman and

B Mrs. Sldney H111man¢\ a few would remember that old phrase "check 1t

.’

:w1th S1dney‘4and I was very pleased to have Dr. Wayne Grover who 1s |

j'1nva1uable o.n the 11brary and the Me1v111e ‘BelllGroveners of the Wh1te
. House H1stor1ca1 Assoc1at1on. There were the\Armand Hamrners rny
-fr1endsfromb(v3‘ampabello and‘there werea few not at all related to FDR
“ days that I s1mply wanted to share the evenmg w1th E Mrs. Rostow' s 87
- year old mother, Mrs. HarletTVaughn Dav1es, who has Just wr1tte.n her f1rst
| book a dehghtful old lady, Charley Guy, of the Lubbock paper ‘who was

'_'v‘1n town for the day, and Esh May Brownley, who had been Jes_se'Kellam's e

seoretary back in the days' of the NY‘A' and_who was visiting relatives in
town.

As in any gathering where she is preSent, AlicelRoosevelt VL'_ongw'orth

P e . o -
TR e i o .
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'“"_'ifrom that s1de of the famlly, Mrs. Kerm1t who goes to St Mark's W1th

me, and-a rea.l old-txmer, Mrs. Nelhe Taylor Ross, Dlrector of the :

WhOn he nv1ted to be our house guest at the next _State D1nner,

..;":.when the 11ne was over, I took my program and went v1n search of the L o

" :":stars of the day-- Madam Shoumatoff who next to me T th1nk was the most

. Dore Schary, Ann Seymour, who played the part of Mrs. Roosevelt on

".the stage too, and Mary F1ckett Thls is tw1ce she has helped us and

-handsome dehghtful Charleton Heston.‘ He remnnsced about the t1me we_-

" were‘together at ‘the p1oneer parade 1n Nebraska. ) As I look at 1t the
happened w1thout hlm.v _He. had "quite a few_ members of his family‘ and we

: famlly and then I went in search of the 1nd1v1dua1s-- the Henry Llndseys,

~ Tuesday;' January 31 (Conttnued) "

was one of the stars' of the oc‘casion, a natural magnet for everybody

‘wantzng to hear somethmg splcy, and there was another Roosevelt

aaataénﬁj"‘

thrﬂled‘person there to get her autograph and also a11 of'the actors--b L

only one 1ack1ng 1s Mr. Charles Palmer ‘andn none of 1t would have

all had our p1ctures made together, as we d1d w1th Madame Shoumatoff'

she's Chandler Roosevelt two of the most attractwe descendants I
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: thmk Isador Lubin suggested that he take me out to see Restgn.. John

Roosevelt had a wonderful story to tell about a big German pohce dog they

- had, rather belligerent who Just 1oved his mother and he was in the room . g

when his motherﬂ.and‘ father were greeting some'Foreign Ministers. ‘_ One '
: | ieaned over tﬁoi lti.s“s"his mother s hand' MaJor,rthe dog, misunderstood
: - o 'th‘e gesture, Jumped up and ripped the‘seat out of the Mimster s bants. -

The Mmister was taken to the dispensary for treatment and a11 the waiters |

were”-lined‘ up»in'the ‘kitche__n_ to ‘see which was ,thefclosest to the Minister 8

size, .Then his pants were borrowed and he was excused for the evening

o~ so that theentertamment oouildﬂi-go.‘on.' '.ThenMinisterflce.rta“inly"had a R

: o - ‘tale:to' oarryehome.,"':d -

I spent nearly an hour around the refreshment table v151t1ng w1th

| everyone, Partlcularly Wlth ﬁﬂh Mae, who has been very 111 How bhthelY

X 1mag1ned that I looked younger than my contemporanes When I see them T ~ L

% ;. . iafter an absence of twenty or thirty years. 7 Then a 11tt1e past seven I went o
E - upstairs for' al.fe’w mmutes re.st and the third event of this padked da.y I

E ‘ changed 1nto. my red la.ce dress and left for Lisner Auditorium a 11tt1e past

:[ . eight to see the Harkness ballet _It. was a be.nefit for Indians- aqd Jane .

Wirtzv was Chairman, -all good r_easons for me to go, ‘but the main one o
‘was‘ that Rebekah Harkness had been so kind to'the.White'I-‘Iouse and to Luci. SR
Their honeymoon at Capricorn w111 never be equaled for beauty and luxury.

In the lobby Imet a young Indian girl quite pretty and wrapped ﬁ-_ . B «
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: ch11dren perform,

~ LsD.

'»;_..,-‘,,"_from ge'ntleness to _b'ruta.lity,
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‘rather surprisingly in a Spanish shawl. She was G'uadalier' Luha.nﬂ. v

Miss Indian Amerlca.' Stu greeted me. It was hlS b1rthday a.nd he s

off soon. for ten days 1n the Near East I was seated between B1ll ertz

'and Rebekah Harkness and I felt ahnost 11ke I was watch1ng Rebekah'

‘80 i 1ntent was’ she. The f1rst number was called ”nght

Song" w1th a most 'arnaz1ng 11ght1ng effect called in the progra.m k1net1c 2

"7;..,," - .‘.,.

- v1suals” 'c1rc11ng rambows of 11ght the f1gures dancmg in vfront of them. _

: Rebeklah‘murmuredsomebody had said that ’was what-it' __wa_,_s hke .to take_ -

There was one number I thought was 1ntense1y beautlful called

and 1nnocence and very much 1n love and then onto the stage there sl1nked

- three artar lookmg flgures clad 1n rags and fur. They were the veryt'

b.-'perso.mf_lcatmn of ev11, of v1olence. It was movmgly, crash1ngly done

as much actmg as dancmg I thought but the

'~‘aud1ence gave 1t only a rmld ovat10n and then it was proved to me I don't

know the taste of the countrvah"en the'y gave a wi_ld ovation to a rather o

conventional dance,' li'vely,' attractive, but unr:emarkabl_e "I'tho'u’ght "ca.lled

‘ ”Cantoﬁlndio. " |

Afterward 1 went back stage. It always :surprises me to find vit

" so gnmy a.nd messy and full of. ladders and electnc hnes a.nd such when

~out front is such beauty.. Imeta good many of the a.ctor_s, tried to -

poet1c, .dellcate, frag11e—- a young couple that seemed all youth B
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',congra.tulate them espec1a.11y for ”Asts” and tr1ed to express my

N apprec1a.t1on to Rebekah for what she is domg for the Center of Arts

 for Indlan Amerlca and wa.s wea.rlly on my way home to the Wl'ute House
. a.fter a day of gnef and nosta1g1a a.nd pleasant enJoyment.. .There had

been a. sort of capsule from '33 to '67'
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