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I had at le a s t  slep t w e ll. F or both of us th e se  days th at's  the
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h ard est thing to com e by. In the m orning I worked with B ess  and L iz  

a w h ile  and then began a long day with th e lib rary . F ir s t ,  I m et w ith  

D r. H arry R ansom  in the Q ueen's Sitting Room  and put b efore him  the 

p ro b lem  of D r. G rover who had been invited  to go to Iran to w ork on 

so m e of the G overnm ental p rogram s by the E xecutive C orps - -  the  

s o -c a lle d  "Paunch Cor p s". I fe e l that for the Lyndon Johnson L ib rary  w e  

m u st have an A cting D irector  during the two years that it  is  in  the building  

p r o c e s s ,  one cen tra l head to bring p rob lem s of acqu isition , a rch itec tu re , 

p erso n n e l, . everyth ing to.  O therw ise w e are  ju st a lot of in ter ested  

p eop le  giving som e volunteer tim e  when and as w e can in a  haphazard sort  

of fash ion . We need one m an at the head. W orking as a p a r t-tim e  ‘

consultant for th e GSA to o v er se e  the L ibrary is  not a sa tis fa c to ry  condition  

. fo r  D r . G rover. D r. Ransom, agreed , understood, and fe lt  that it  would '* >

be e a s ily  p o s s ib le  for the U n iversity  to h ire him  for th is  two year *“ .

in term ed ia te  period  and he said  he would talk  to him  b efore the day was 

,o v e r . 

And then, w e gathered in  the T reaty Room , D r. R ansom  and 

D r. G rover and D orothy T errito , Juanita R oberts and alas, rather la te  

M ary L ask er for our second m eeting of the A cquisitions C om m ittee. My •

m ain  news w as that D r. G rover had drafted and L y n d o n  had I
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approved a le tter  for  the C hief A rch iv ist to send out to m em b ers of  

th e A dm inistration  at the le v e l of A ssis ta n t S ecretary  and above, 

inviting them  to lea v e  th eir  p apers to the Lyndon Johnson L ibrary . ; 

Juanita R oberts had a lis t  and prodigious it  was^those p ast and p resen t  

s in c e  he cam e in  on N ovem ber 22nd of 1963, She said  she would take, 

o ver from  th ere  and then w e d isc u sse d  the ten  m ain fie ld s  of Lyndon’s 

endeavors in  h is G overnm ental ca r e er . The so c ia l revolution  w ith  a ll of 

i t s  ra m ifica tio n s, the ch ief one C iv il R ights, m ed ica l r e sea rch , new. 

su rg e  forw ard in  education, sp a ce , and w e talked  about having a 

sub com m ittee  on acq u isition s for  each of th e se  ten . F or in sta n ce , M ary  

cou ld  head the one on M edical R esea rch , d ecide on the peop le who are  

not in  the governm ent who had worked in  that f ie ld  - -  for in sta n ce , ;

D r. D eB akey^who w e m ight want to in v ite  to  lea v e  th e ir  p a p ers. A s  

D r. G rover sa id , you spread a w ide net and get a m ighty few  f is h  and yet 

I, m y se lf , can te s t ify  that to  be asked  i s  taken as a com plim ent. I know  

I b eam  w h enever I think that R adcliffe asked  m e for m y p a p ers / I '  ̂

n ever thought I would ev er  have anything worth leaving and, of c o u r se , th ey  

w ill go to  our lib rary . N ev er th e le ss , w e should start asking and soon.

T h ere w as a lot of talk about the fie ld  of p erson a l fr ien d s who 

m ight throw  light on Lyndon's ca reer  and w ork f or in stan ce, Sam  F o re , 

and  a s  in  m o st co m m ittees, m ore talk  alad c lea r -cu t d ec is io n s . And 

then D r. R am son gave a b r ie f  report on acquisition  by the U n iv ersity  of
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T exas s in c e  our la st  m eeting in  O ctober. T h ese  included the J e s s e  

Jones p erso n a l co llec tio n , the draft of T r a v is ’ le tter  from  the A lam o, 

and a m an uscrip t of the trea ty  of A laska , and the f ir s t  p ortra it of 

Stephen F . A ustin  by an itin eran t G erm an a r t is t , and a ll  of Stephen  

F . A u stin ’s books. Many, m any things w ill be adjacent - -  not in  - -  the 

Lyndon Johnson L ibrary.

W e a ll got excited  and caught up in it  and I w as alw ays co n sc io u s ■ 

of the settin g . T here w e w ere  in a room  w h ere the Cabinet of the United  

S tates m et for about th ir ty -sev en  years  using that Cabinet tab le which  

had a lso  been  used  only la s t  w eek to s ign  the Space T reaty  on, putting  

out our c ig a re tte s  in  M rs. Rutherford B . H ayes' funny china d ish e s , and' 

I w as sittin g  in  G rover C leveland’s b ig presid in g  c h a ir ,^ an  in ter e st in g  

m id -w ifery  fo r  our P r es id en tia l lib rary!

At one o 'c lock  w e went down to lunch on the f ir s t  floor so  a s  not

to get in  the w ay o f what w as happening in  the fam ily  dining room  u p sta irs

and th en  wound up our b u sin ess  a lit t le  b efore th ree  and M ary L ask er

le ft to  go to  M rs. P h illip  B a rry 's  to  s e e  her p ortra it o f  m e. That w as

only the f ir s t  m eetin g  of the day about the lib rary . At 3:00 M ax B rooks

jo ined  us w ith an enorm ous rolled -u p  sheaf of p lan s. He spread  th em  out

on the Cabinet tab le . Bob Phinney cam e over to g ive his ad v ice  on

the sp ace a llo tted  for the P r e s s .  We went over the E xecutive flo o r  w hich

has been  p retty  m uch redone by Juanita^but which M ax w ants to  take and
A '
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refin e  along the lin es  she la id  down of the way peop le com e in , w ait, 

go in  and ex it. The f ir s t  floor , I b e lie v e , i s  very  m uch im proved  a s  

a resu lt of our objections la s t  fa ll. T h ere is  now m ore lobby and exhib ition  

sp a ce . The restro o m s a re  d ow n sta irs. T here is  a c lea r  lin e  of 

d em arcation  betw een what the GSA ad m in isters and what the U n iv ersity  

u se s . I a m  s t i l l  concerned about the great hall and com p letely  inadequate  

to  d irec t o r  so lv e  it . Dr. G rover is  leaving on the fifteenth  and m y  

m ain  d e s ir e  w as to get every  ex p ressio n  of any needed change in the  

p lan s that he or Juanita or Dorothy T errito  or Leonard M arks fro m  the  

audio-v isu a l f ie ld  or anybody can g ive to Max b efore w e a l l  turn our 

attention  to other things and Dr. G rover is  gone and the p lan  is  a ll  f irm ed  

up and a fter  a w h ile  en cased  in  s te e l and con crete  and beyond change. ,

It i s  v ery  exhausting to think too hard about som ething you a re  

not know ledgeable in  and I d isco v ered  that I w as exhausted when they  ; 

le ft  a lit t le  b efo re  f iv e .

:i spent a few  m inutes going over the cards for the A m b assad ors' 

w iv es  who^I w as going to r e c e iv e : M rs. G unstra, w hose husband i s  

going to C osta R ico , and M rs. P eyton  to the Republic of C am eroon and 

M rs. John Henning to New Zealand and M rs. David King, whom  I had 

known in  C o n g ress  for years to the M alagasy  R epublic. I w ent down at 

f iv e . We m et in  the G reen Room  with the f ir e  going m e r r ily  and the tea
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tab le se t  p r e ttily . K atie L ochheim  w as th ere with one m ore w ife ,

M rs. G reen, w h ose husband has been  our A m bassador in that country  of 

tum ultous change - -  Indonesia^ and th ere  follow ed as in terestin g  an hour 

I ev er  spent in  th is  job. M rs. G reen proved the m ost articu la te , and 

of c o u rse  had the m o s t  exciting  s to r ie s  to  te ll ,  about being le ft w ith  

one M arine to guard her in  the E m b assy  w hile her husband w as down at 

th e C hancery and m obs w ere  howling in the street^with to rch es  and ca rs  

w er e  being turned  over  and se t f ir e  right out in  front of the E m b assy .

In the nick o f  t im e  the A rm y m ade its  d ec is io n  to guard the A m erican  

E m b a ssy  and a rr iv ed  with guns and barbed w ire  and p la cem en ts. She 

gave you the fee lin g  of having been th ere  and of the thread upon w hich  

that w hole country hangs.

I had lo ts  to ta lk  about with M rs. Hennings about the beautifu l 

w ild  flo w ers  of New Zealand and the Governor G eneral who could str id e  

right on to the stage a s  a ch aracter out of K ipling, an Edwardian  

G overnor G en eral w ith his w hite clipped m oustache and his m onocle .

She w as v ery  p roper and ladylike and w ill, I think, be at hom e th ere , 

yrhoyeao M rs. David King with bear eight ch ildren , s ix  th e ir  own, two

. adopted - -  one part Tunisian, and one Germ an, ua hoir young b re e zy  a ir . 

She i s ,  I  b e lie v e , a M orm on and a tru e descendant of th ose p io n eers  

who c r o sse d  the m ountains and the d eser t in a covered  wagon and on foot, 

and I think w ill be quite equal to th e ardours the M alagasy  R epublic holds.
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The w iv es  who had served  abroad had in terestin g  ta le s  of the things 

you needed to tak e, how cake mix  w as the m o st p rized  d e lic a c ŷ and the  

b ig g est trea t in  m any countries w as to  in v ite  the c itizen s  over for  cake |

and a m o v ie  and how when you got back to the USA, the thing you wanted, 

m o st of a ll  w as m ilk  b ecau se  you couldn't get a  fr e sh  drop to drink in  

X country or X country. T here w as a p r ized  hour of understanding for  

m e of what go es  on i n serv in g  our country,

A little after s ix  I sa id  goodbye and went up sta irs and Lynda - 

B ird  cam e b reez in g  in  from  New York and w e talked of her w eek of book 

co llec tin g , of a delightful dinner w h ere she had m et a B r itish  E a r l who 

w as a n ex trem ely  in terestin g  and cultivated  m an/ a Cultural A d v iser  to  

som e A dm inistration , and danced at Tw enty One.

I w ent to  the bow ling a lle y  alone and played th ree  g a m es  - -  rather, 

w e ll on on e — 153 sc o r e  and then back for som e paperw ork. Lyndon did 

not com e fo r  dinner until a fter  ten and w e sat and talked for about forty  

m inutes about his day. It i s  lik e  plow ing through mud th e se  days, 

fru stra tin g  and d ifficu lt and over and o v e r  se e m s  to m e ju st to  get up 

in  the m orning and go ahead with your work is  the g rea test  courage.

F in a lly , the th ree  of us a te  ju st b efore  eleven  and I went to bed.
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