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SUNDAY. FEBRU A RY  5

I r e a l ly  c am e  to  abou t 8:35 and  Lyndon sa id  "W ell, w e could  

go to  C h u rch  ab o u t 9:00 o 'c lo c k . Do you th in k  you could  m a k e  i t ? " I 

. co u ld . I  bounded out of bed  and  g iv ing  m y  m akeup  w hat Aunt Effie w ould
■ v . r

• have c a lle d  "a  l ic k  and a  p r o m is e ", I m e t  h im  in  th e  e le v a to r  w ith o u t >

even  a  cup of co ffee  a t  f iv e  m in u te s  of nine and  we w ent to  th e  N ational 

C ity  C h r is t ia n  C h u rch  f o r  th e i r  e a r ly  s e rv ic e .  I t  w ill b e  p le a s a n t  not 

to  b e  a c co m p a n ied  by  th e  b a t te ry  of p h o to g ra p h e rs  and  p r e s s  i f  i t  could 

b e  m an ag ed  and  th e y  u su a lly  d o n 't  show  up u n til 10:00 o 'c lo c k  on  Sunday.

We s e tt le d  O u rse lv es  in  th e  pew  of th e  sm a ll ch ap e l and  th en  I g lan ced  

a t  th e  d a y 's  p ro g ra m . D r. D avis w as p re a c h in g  a  s e r ie s  on " I a m  W hat  

I  a m . '' T o d ay ' s to p ic  w as "I a m  a  H aw kish  D ove" , an  e x c e lle n t, v

im p a ss io n e d  s e rm o n  - -  a  v e ry  s in c e re  m an,- bu t a ls o  t i n d e r  fo r  th e  f i r e s '

. of th e  p r e s s .  

W e w e re  hom e a l i t t le  p a s t  te n , rav en o u s  and th e  tw o of us sa t. 

dow n at. th e  d in ing  ro o m  ta b le  and had  hot cak es  and  b aco n  an d  co ffee  I
w ith  no th o u g h t fo r  d ie t. T hen  Lyndon sa id  "We m ig h t get th e  T om  '

Jo h n so n s  and  th e  C h r is t ia n s  and  go up to  Cam p D avid a s  soon a s  I 

f in is h  th is  m e e tin g . Who w ould you lik e ? " I w ould lik e  th e  R o sto w s. H e 

le f t  f o r  a  ta lk  w ith  R u sk  and  M cN am ara  and  K atzen b ach  and  R ostow  and  

I w a tch ed  th e  TV  sh o w s - -  F o w le r  and  P ro x m ire ,  w h ile  o u r  g u e s ts  

g a th e re d  in c lu d in g  th e  R io rd a n s . A t c lo se  to  tw o, Lyndon w as back

A
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so  w e le f t  in  th e  h e lic o p te r  fo r  C am p D avid. We s e tt le d  w ith  th e  fee lin g  

of th a t  d e lig h tfu l s e n se  o f ex p ec ta tio n  of having le ft you r t ro u b le s  

beh in d  an d  th e r e  w as ta lk  of snow  - -  so  m an y  in ch e s  th a t  p e rh a p s  w e 

w ould b e  snow ed in , an  a lto g e th e r  p le a s a n t id ea  to  m e , b u t h e re  th e  

su n  w a s  b r ig h t  and  w e w alked  f ro m  th e  f ie ld  to  A spe n  Lodge w h e re  w e had  

a  h a m b u rg e r  lu n ch  arid th en  I ex p la in ed  to  ev ery o n e  th e  p le a s u re s  of 

th e  p la c e ,  a  nap, a  m o v ie , a  b r id g e  gam e o r  bowlings A s fo r  m e , I 

c u r le d  up and  t r i e d  to  s lee p  i n t e r m itte n tly . I t i s  only  r a r e  th a t  I can  . 

s le e p  in  th e  d ay tim e  and  w hen I  go to  bed  a t  tw o, a s  I had la s t  n ig h t and  

g e t on ly  s ix  o r  so  h o u rs  s le e p , I go th ro u g h  th e  day  d rag g in g , c lunk ing  

a long  a t  h a lf  s te a m . '

’ "Lynda c am e  in  abou t s ix . She had b een  to  th e  c h r is te n in g  of 

h e r  G odchild  and  w as bubbling  w ith  ta lk  abou t how th is  in fa n t g u rg le d  

and  ab o u t how happy th e  fa m ily  w as , even w ith  th e  husband  off in  

V ie tn a m  a  l i t t l e  w is tfu lly  I  though t, sh e  ta lk e d  of i t  a l l .  We w alk ed  

th ro u g h  th e  d u sk  up to  H ick o ry  L odge. Lyndon and I and  W alt and  T o m  and 

th e  R io rd a n s , w h e re  w e had tw o good g am es  of bow ling. J u s t  abou t 

th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  m y  life  I b e a t Lyndon! It s e e m s  no m a t te r  how 

se ld o m  he p la y s , he can  u su a lly  com e c ra sh in g  th ro u g h  even a t  th e  l a s t  

w ith  enough s t r ik e s  to  p a s s  m e  and m o s t of th e  r e s t  of u s . T on igh t he 

d id n 't .  T h en  w e r e tu rn e d  to  A spen^w here a  b ig  gam e w as going on o f 

Lynda and  th e  tw o C h r i s t i a n s ^  s h e has a  bad  b a ck  and c a n 't  bowl^and
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p r e t ty  l i t t le  M rs .  T o m  Jo h n so n , who is  having h e r  second  b aby  v e ry  

soon.

W e had  d in n e r  a t  nine and th e n  a f te r  s o m e  rather d e s u lto ry  

b ridge^w hich  G eo rg e  and  Jo  A nn and  I and  Edw ina engaged . T he 

c o n v e rsa tio n  o v e r  on L y n d o n 's  s id e  of th e  ro o m  w as too  en tic in g  so  w e 

le f t  and  jo in ed  th e n . T he su b je c t a t  th e  m o m en t w as In d ia  and  Lyndon 

w as say in g  "How m an y  y e a rs  do you th in k  i t  has tak e n  off m y  l ife  to  t r y  

to  g e t help  fo r  Ind ia? F iv e  y e a rs  m in u s  w h a te v e r  I ' ve g o t ."  I t  i s  one 

of th e  m o s t  f ru s t r a t in g  p ro b le m s . T he s im p le  d ic ta te s  of h u m an ity  ' 

m a k e  you w an t to  ge t th e m  food w hen you h e a r  th e r e  a r e  th o u san d s  

s ta rv in g , y e t you know th e r e  w ill n e v e r  be enough food and  you need  n e v e r  

ex p ec t to  be  th an k ed  fo r  i t  and  th e r e  a r e  so  m an y  p la c e s  in  y o u r own 

c o u n try  - -  so m an y  L ick  B ra n c h e s  and  Cot u lla s  w h e re  i t  i s  n eed ed  to o  - -  

th a t  s a m e  ta x  m oney .

T h e re  w as a  g en era l, d is c u s s io n  of fo re ig n  a id  o v e r  th e  ^ s t  ; 

tw en ty  fiv e  y ^ r s ,  a  su g g es tio n  by  R ostow  of ex p lo rin g  so m e  w ay  o f  

te l l in g  th e  s u c c e s s  s to r ie s  of AID  and  w hat c o u n tr ie s  a r e  a s k e d  - -  In̂  

G re e c e , T u rk ey , I ra n , P a k is ta n , v e ry  no tab ly  in  K o re a . Is it a  n e v e r  

ending  s to ry ?  No, i t  i s  ta p e r in g  off in  m o s t of th o se  c o u n tr ie s , f in ish e d  

in  so m e  and  i t  i s  co m p le te ly  re v iv e d  econom y r e s to r e d ,  a  v ia b le  so c ie ty .

If  you w e re  in  K o re a  f if te e n  y e a r s  ago  and  w ent back  to d ay , i t  w ould be  

h a rd  fo r  you to  b e lie v e  th a t  a l l  of th is  had happened in  th a t  len g th  of
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t im e  — a l l  of th is  good." Lyndon w as say ing  th a t  a l l  i t  m e a n t to  o u r  

c i t iz e n s  w as  a n  e n d le s s  s to ry  of ta x e s ,  ta x e s ,  ta x e s  fo r  th e m . How to 

ge t th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  of th e  long view  fo r  th e  tw en ty  y e a r  s t r e t c h  - -  th e  

fe e lin g  th a t  i t  w ould  e v e r  co m e to  an  end.

; I , to o , f e e l  th a t  i f  i t  i s  a  s u c c e s s  s to ry , th e  s u c c e s s  h as  b een  

h idden  f ro m  th e  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  a t  la rg e ,  good ta lk  of th e  gap 

b e tw een  th e  g e n e ra tio n s  ̂ in itia ted  m o s tly  by  m e , b e c a u se  I had b e en  ' 

re a d in g  ab o u t R o s to w 's  a p p e a ra n c e  b e fo re  a  group of young c o lle g e  

e d i to r s  w h e re  he w as h is s e d  and  booed  and  one of th e m  spoke of 

im p ea ch in g  th e  P r e s id e n t .  T h e re  has  b een  a  s p ate  of w r itin g  an d  TV 

la te ly  abou t LSD and  m a r iju a n a  on c a m p u se s  a nd am ong th e  young in  

g e n e r a l ,  and  w e a r e r s  of b e a rd s  and  b u rn e r s  of d ra f t  c a rd s  and  w e 

ta lk e d  abou t i t ,  so m e  w ith  in d ig n a tio n  and  none w ith  v e ry  d e fin ite  

c o n c lu s io n s . I  spoke of C la rk  K e r r  w hom  I had  h e a rd  a t  noon to d ay  

on TV  d e s c r ib in g  them , a s  th e  g e n e ra tio n  of p e r m is s iv e n e s s ,  of a fflu en ce^ , 

and  a  m a s s iv e  e x p o su re  t o  en o rm o u s  p ro b le m s , p h y s ic a l  and  m o ra l ,  th e  

a to m  bom b, th e  p o s s ib le  even w iping  off th e  fa c e  o f th e  e a r th  of hum an 

b e in g s , th e  p o p u la tio n  exp losion  and  th e  p il l ,  and  so  th ey  a r e  fo rm e d  

by  m an y  th in g s . O ddly w e a ll  a g re e d  th a t  th o se  w e knew o u r s e lv e s  - -  

th o s e  young p e o p le — d r a nk le s s  th a n  w e d id  in  th e  Thir t ie s !

i i u a i i i i i i i
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t  ' And th e n  — ■

The ta lk  sh if te d  to  C h ina. I t  is  lik e  a  v a s t can v as  on w h ich  a  g r e a t  

t ra g e d y  i s  b e in g  p a in te d  o u t-  a  G re e k , a  Shakespearean tra g e d y  of 

en o rm o u s  p ro p o r t io n s .  R ostow  s a id  th e r e  a r e  m an y  coups going on 

a l l  ov e r  th e  w o r ld , b u t v e ry  se ld o m  do es  one invo lve  se v e n  h u n d red  

p e o p le . C hina i s  evo lv ing  in to  a  d if fe re n t k ind of C hina r ig h t b e fo re  

o u r  ey es  and  p ro b a b ly  i t  w ill r e s u l t  in  a  le s s  d an g e ro u s  C h ina. I 

b ro u g h t up th e  su b je c t of th e m  u sin g  us a s  an  enem y, a s  a  c a ta ly s t , ’ to  

u n ite  th e m . T h is  has  happened  b e fo re , in  h is to ry , b u t if  anybody could  b e  

■ c a lle d  a n  e x p e r t  in  th e  s itu a tio n , th e y  d idn ’t  s e e m  to  th in k  i t  w as

p o r te n d in g  th a t  w ay. M ao is  a  g r e a t  f ig u re , an old m a n  who is  say in g  

B e fo re  I  d ie , I a m  going to  u p ro o t m y  c h ild re n . T he e n o rm ity  of i t  

som ehow  d e f ie s  u n d e rs ta n d in g , to  m e  a t  le a s t ,  a lthough  I  can  v ag u e ly  , 

d is c e rn  th a t  w h a t 's  going on in  V ie tn am  is  p ro b ab ly  s m a ll  in  c o m p a riso n .

T h e re  i s  so m eth in g  abou t Cam p D avid th a t  i s  v e ry  conducive  to  

ta lk s .  I t  is  re la x ed , in fo rm a l. I t  i s  a  change of p a c e  and  i s  ex c itin g  to  

m e , bu t Lyndon d o e s n 't  get f ro m  i t  w hat he g e ts  f ro m  th e  ra n c h . I 

phoned L u c i. ; T h e y  w e re  s t i l l  a t  W aukega n  snow ed in and  hoped to  r e tu r n  

by  c o m m e rc ia l  p la n e  th e  nex t m o rn in g . I ta lk e d  to  P a t  and  d is c u s s e d  

w ith  h im  w h e th e r  i t  w ould be  d e s ir a b le  fo r  h im  s im p ly  to  announce 

th a t  w hen he r e g is te r e d  th a t  L u c i w ould not be  r e g is te r in g ;  th a t  th ey

■a.
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w e re  ex p ec tin g  a  ch ild  in  Ju n e  and  w an ted  h e r  to  g e t r e s t  and  

hopefu lly  to  s ta y  aw ay  f ro m  th e  p u b lic ity  th a t  th a t  w ould e n g e n d e r .

P a t  s to o d  on th e i r  s ta te m e n t th a t  th e y  w e re  not in  th e  announcing  

b u s in e s s .  If  w e w an t to  - -  f in e  — but th a t  he is  not. M ea:nwhile, th e
,  ■ ajuL . ' - ' c '  -

s p e c u la tiv e  s to r ie s  m oun t. F r ie n d s  sa y  s o r t  of th in g s . W e know o u r

goal is to le t  th e m  b e  a  n o rm a l young m a r r ie d  couple; A ll of us a g r e e . .  . 

How to  g e t th e r e  w e d o n 't  know q u ite  th e  r ig h t ro ad .

:§•

. . i


