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Lyndon and  I  and  o u r l i t t le  g roup  le f t C a m p  D avid a f te r  an  e a r ly  

b r e a k fa s t ,  a n d  the h e lic o p te r  s e tt le d  on the South Law n a  l i t t le  p a s t  9:30. 

It w as tim e  fo r  w o rk  on m a il  and  w ith  B e s s , an d  po in ting  out to M r. W est 

the sa d  fa c t  th a t the b eau tifu l d r a p e r ie s  in  the lo v e ly  Y ellow  O val Room  

a r e  d is in te g ra tin g  w h ere  th ey  a r e  ex p o sed  to th e  sun.

T he f i r s t  ev en t of the day w as the aw ard in g  b y  Lyndon of the 

N a tio n a l M e d a l of S cience to 11 w in n e rs . T hey  w e re  a lr e a d y  in  th e i r  ■ 

s e a ts  a s  we m ad e  o u r  w ay in to  the E a s t  R oom . M atu re  m en  a l l  - so m e 

of them  q u ite  old. - -  m o s t fro m  o u tstan d in g  U n iv e rs i t ie s . B ut one w as  ’ 

fro m  the D e p a r tm e n t of A g r ic u ltu re , an d  one a  V ice P re s id e n t  of RCA .

Lyndon h ad  sa id , ■ "T h is  m e d a l s e rv e s  a s  a  sym bol o f the N atio n ’s 

d e s ir e  to  re c o g n iz e  o u tstan d in g  ach iev em e n t, to s e t  an  exam p le  fo r  b u r  

youth , an d  to d e p ic t to the w o rld  the depth  and  v a r ie ty  of A m e ric a n  ;

hope th a t th ro u g h  th e sea c c o m p lish m e n t in  s c ie n c e  and  e n g in ee rin g . -I  

a w a rd s  m o re  A m e ric a n s  w ill co m e  to  rec o g n iz e  and  to  a p p re c ia te  the 

..w ealth  of ta le n t in  o u r m id s t, an d  the e x tr a o rd in a ry  p ro g re s s  w hich  th e se  

people i n s p i r e . '* '  , ’

Well, their v e ry  n am es  sa id  so m eth in g  to A m e ric a , though ju s t  

w hat i t  i s  I  c a n 't  q u ite  d ec id e . T h e re  w e re  c e r ta in ly  no Jo h n so n s o r  , rJii y ' 

S m ith s  in  the r o s t e r ,  b u t a  H a sb ro u c k  V an V leck , S ubrahm anyan  C h a n d ra e sk h a r,:  

Jaco b  A a ll B onnevie B je rk n e s , and  V la d im ir  K osm a Z w oryk in . j

W hen the b r ie f  c e re m o n y  w as o v er we w en t in to  the B lue Room  j

to sh ak e  hands w ith  them  and  w ith  m e m b e rs  of the a c a d e m ic  co m m u n ity  ̂
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who w e re  g u e s ts  fo r- th e  o c cas io n .

T h e ir  v e ry  c ita tio n s  w e re  h a rd  fo r  m e to  u n d e rs ta n d , in c lu d in g  

su ch  p h ra s e s  a s  "a b so lu te  r a te  th e o ry "  and  "m ag n e tic  an d  d ie le c tr ic  

p r o p e r t ie s "  an d  " in s e c t  v e c to r s " .

F in a lly  som eone cam e down the lin e  who d id  e x p la in  th a t one ■ . 

of them  h a d  had  a  g re a t  d e a l to  do w ith  the s te r i l e  fly  e x p e r im e n t w hich  

h a s  ch anged  th e  l ife  of c a ttle  r a i s e r s  fo r  the b e t te r  in  ju s t  a  few  y e a r s .

So I  b eg an  to h av e  s o m e  glow  of a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th e i r  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  

even  if  I c o u ld n 't  u n d e rs ta n d  th em .

A n o th e r p e rs o n  going down the lin e  a m a z e d  m e by  hav ing  begun  

h is  sch o o lin g  a ls o  a t  S outhw est T ex as  S tate T e a c h e rs  C o lleg e !

We h ad  s h e r r y  in  the S ta te  D ining R oom , an d  I  a sk e d  D r . H o rn ig  

to  tak e  m e a ro u n d  and  in tro d u ce  m e  fo r  a  b r ie f  ch a t w ith  a s  m an y  a s  p o s s ib le . 

In  the a f te rn o o n  I  w o rk ed  som e m o re  on the m a il, took  a  b r ie f  nap ,

' h a d  20 la p s  in  the pool, an d  then a  sham poo  arid s e t.  L ynda w as w a itin g  fo r  

. the E a r l  of B e s borough - -  an  a t t r a c t iv e  m id d le -a g e d  m an  she h ad  m e t in  

New Y o rk  a t  a  p a r ty  - -  who w as in  town to be^the g u e s t o f the B r i t is h :  ’ 

A m b a ssa d o r . , She h ad  in v ite d  h im  to com e by  the W hite H ouse to  se e  i t .

A nd I  w as loo k in g  fo rw a rd  to m ee tin g  h im . He had  g iven  h e r  a  book a b o u t 

h is  own c e n tu r ie s  o ld  ho u se ..

T h is  l a s t  y e a r  L ynda h as  m ade som e, u n u su a l f r ie n d s  - -  c o l le c to r s  

of o ld  b o oks, a r t i s t s ,  movie; s ta r s  - -  an  in te re s t in g  v a r ie ty ,  an d  a l l  r a th e r  

. d if fe re n t fro m  the life  of h e r  p a re n ts .  P e rh a p s  i t  is  ju s t  m a tu r in g , p e rh a p s
m
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i t  i s  som e s o r t  of r e v o lt  - -  c o n sc io u s  o r  un c o n sc io u s . A t an y  r a t e ,  th ey  ■

a r e  fun. B ut h is  p lan e  w as la te  and  I w as d re s s in g  fo r  the b ig  a f f a i r  of 

the day  - -  the f i r s t  of the C o n g re s s io n a l re ce p tio n s^  I  d id n 't  m e e t h im . 132 Congressmen and their wives -- the first in a series of six 

r e c e p t io n s - -  a r r iv in g  a t  6 :00. I t  h ad  begun  to snow  d u rin g  the  a f te rn o o n , 

huge w hite  flu ffy  f la k e s , an d  the  so u th w est g ro u n d s w e re  a  d re a m y  w hite  

. and  ^ e  g lo s s y  g re e n  le a v e s  of A ndrew  Ja c k so n ' s g re a t  m ag n o lia  w e re  h eav y  

w ith  th e i r  b u rd e n  of snow.- B ut we d ec id ed  to go ah ead . We w ould  n e v e r  

f in ish  if  w e c a n c e lle d  b e c a u se  of w e a th e r  o r  v o te s .

We  r e c e iv e d  in  the G re e n  Room  and then  h ad  d rin k s  in  the B lue R oom .

P e o p le  w e re  a  l i t t le  la te  d r if tin g  in  b e c a u se  of th e  d riv in g  fro m  the s u b u rb s .

B u t by 6:35 I  w as  u p s ta i r s  w ith  the la d ie s  in  the Q ueen 's  Room  re a d y  fo r  

. p u r  p ro g ra m  fo r  w hich  K atie  L ouchheim  wa s  the m o d e ra to r  and  fo u r fo re ig n  

s e rv ic e  w iv es  g ro u p ed  a ro u n d  a  tab le  u n d e r  Q ueen  E liz a b e th ' s a v a l  m a n te l  

p ie c e , :chatted  in fo rm a lly  and  v e r y  am u sin g ly  ab o u t th e ir  ro le  of re p re s e n tin g "  

th is  co u n try ^ fro m  T o g o la n d  to the  C o u rt of S t. J a m e s .

I  in tro d u c e d  the p ro g ra m  by  co m p arin g  th e ir  l iv e s  to th a t  of the 

C o n g re s s io n a l w ife . T hey change h o m es  f req u e n tly , th ey  p in c h -h it  fo r  

th e ir  h u sb an d s an d  th ey  w e a th e r  c r i s e s .

T h e re  w as M rs . Jo se p h  P a lm e r  who got u s  off to a  c h a rm in g . s t a r t  - -  

le a v e  i t  to  a  S ou thern  w om an - -  by  hav ing  re c o g n iz e d  am ong  the C o n g re s s m e n 's  [ 

w iv es  a  sch o o l-m a te  of th ir ty  y e a r s  ago , M rs . S tephens of G e o rg ia . And f
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th e re  w as M rs . A llen  L ig h tn e r  and  M rs . S h erm an  an d  M rs . N e g e r . 

T h e re  w e re  v ig n e tte s , co m ic  an d  t ra g ic  and  ju s t  p h ilo so p h ica l. M y 

fa v o r ite  one w as w hen  M rs . P a lm e r  w as ta lk ing  ab o u t h e r  young son  - -  

th ey  h a d  ju s t  com e to som e new  A fric a n  country, and  he d id n 't  know the 

lan g u a g e . She w as w o rry in g  a  l i t t le  b i t  about how he w ould g e t a long  in  

sch o o l an d  ev e ry th in g  - -  how to make new  f r ie n d s .  S o lic ito u s ly  she a s k e d  h im , and  

. h e  looked  a t  h e r  r a th e r  s u r p r i s e d  and  he sa id , "F in e ." She a sk e d  h im , . 

"How do you m ak e  f r ie n d s? "  And he  sa id , "Oh, m o m m a, a l l  you n eed  - 

i s  a  b a ll .  You ju s t  go ou t an d  you th ro w  a  b a ll  a g a in s t  the w a ll o r  you 

   bounce i t  on the s id ew alk , and  p re t ty  soon  so m eb o d y  co m es  a long  and

you th row  i t  to h im . And then  th ey  a lw ays th row  i t  b ack . A nd th en  you 

ju s t  go to p la y in g ." He thought a  m in u te  and  then  he sa id , "M om m a, how  

is  daddy  g e ttin g  a long  w ith  a l l  of th e se  new peo p le? Do you re c k o n  i t  ■ 

w ould h e lp  to g e t h im  a  b a l l? "  ^

: V I  h a d  done a  l i t t le  phoning b e fo re h a n d  to t r y  to g e t th e  c o n v e rsa tio n a l 

b a ll  ro llin g , when their  25 m in u te s  of p ro g ra m  w as over  to L indy  B oggs

an d  L ucy  M o o rh ead  and  to  M rs .  R o ss  A d a ir  who founded a l l  of the  . 

in te rn a tio n a l  c lu b s  an d  is  v e r y  in te re s te d  in  the d ip lo m acy  of p e r s o n a l  

c o n ta c ts .  So when, the p ro g ra m  w as o v e r , w ith  the a p p e a ra n c e  of 

sp o n tan e ity , som e good q u es tio n s  a n d  s to r ie s  b eg an  to com e fro m  the 

f lo o r . T h e re  w as a  d e lig h tfu l one fro m  M rs . Ogden R eid , an d  an  h i la r io u s  

one fro m  M rs . K a rs te n  w hich  r e a l ly  h ad  no b e a r in g  on fo re ig n  s e rv ic e  

w iv e s , b u t a  s e r ie s  of m a la p ro p is m s  lik e  th is  h a s  h ap p en ed  to n e a r ly  ,
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ev e ry b o d y  in  p o li t ic s .  I t  s e e m s  h e r *  h usband  w as m ak ing  a  sp ee ch  

d u rin g  a  cam p a ig n . And w hen i t  w as o v e r  a  la rg e  b u s tlin g  w om an, 

a  s tro n g  s u p p o r te r ,  c am e  up to h im  gushing  and  sa id , "Y our sp e ec h  

w as ju s t  w o n d erfu l .  I t w as a b so lu te ly  su p e rf lu o u s !"; C o n g re s sm a n  •

K a rs te n , a  l i t t le  b i t  tak en  b a c k , s a id , "T hank  you. I  g u ess  I  w ill have 

to  h av e  i t  p u b lish ed  - -  p o s th u m o u s ly ."  T h e reu p o n  the lad y  a n sw e re d ,

" T h a t ' s  f in e . I hope i t  w ill b e  soon." He d e c la re s  i t  happened!

.As soon  a s  I  d e tec ted , a  s lo w n ess  in  the m om en tum , I  r o s e  and i 

th an k e d  ev e ry b o d y  and  su g g e s te d  th a t p e rh a p s  the new m e m b e rs  arid som e 

- o f the old  m ig h t  lik e  to see  the L in co ln  Room  an d  the T re a ty  Room  a n d  

o u r  own liv in g  q u a r te r s .  . A nd the C u ra to r ,  M r. K etchum , an d  I  w ould be 

d e lig h te d  to te l l  them  abou t th em .

F r e s h  d r in k s  g re e te d  u s  a t  the doo r, and  we s tro l le d  down th e  h a ll  

and  p r e s e n t ly  w e re  dow n in  th e  d in ing  room  abou t 8 :20, The g en tlem en  

: jo in ed  u s  ju s t  a  few  m in u te s  l a t e r .  A p p aren tly  i t  had  b e e n  a  v e r y  good 

b r ie f in g .  .. ; ' / ' V ; ^ •

Th e r e  w e r e  two la d ie s  p r e s e n t  fro m  m y  own o ld  In te rn a tio n a l C lub , .

B e tty  F o rd , i ts  new  p re s id e n t .  She and  G e r ry  a r e  good g u e s ts , a lthough  

he is  a  t o u g h  opponent. And M rs . S p rin g e r . T hey  te l l  m e th a t

a l l  the  old d ip lo m atic  w ives have m oved  on. ' >

I  c h a tte d  w ith  M rs . W illiam  Jen n in g s  B ry an  D orn  and  M rs .  L a n d ru m  

and  the F re lin g h u y se n s  and  J im  F u lto n  and  N ick  G alif ia n a k is  - -  a  th i rd
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m e m b e r  of the G re e k  g ro u p  in  the  H ouse now. B ra d e m a s  w as th e  f i r s t .

^  a l l ,  I  thought i t  w as a  v e ry  su c c e s s fu l  even ing  - -  scarcely barstty

c h a lle n g in g  s a lo n , b u t a  w a rm  and  f r ie n d ly  exchange am ong th e  w om en . ?

And^ I  k e p t a a .h e a r ii^ w o g d » -& f- p r a is e  fo r  the b r ie fin g  am ong  the  m en .

/ / . One th ing  to  n o te . D on 't have s lic e d  r o a s t  b ee f fo r  a  stan d u p  - ■ 

b u ffe t. I t  i s  a  s tru g g le  to  cu t w ith  a  fo rk , and  I k ep t on d ire c tin g  g u e s ts  

into^ th e  R ed  Room  o r  the G re en  R oom  w h ere  they  could  s i t  down and  a t  . “ •
*' ■ 'J ' . ' ■ t! . ' ' '• . ' ' • ■ * • ■ •■■■ ■ ' '  :  -v'i

l e a s t  e a t off th e ir  la p s . M any w e re  lean in g  o v e r the co n so le  ta b le s . T h e re  

w e re  no k n iv e s  on hand . ;

. .v'A » I  m u s t a s k  the la d ie s , and  w ives of A d m in is tra tiv e  A s s is ta n ts  \

to m e e t  w ith  m e  so m e tim e  th is  w eek  to p lan  how each  of us  can  ta lk  w ith  two 

o r  th re e  o f the m e m b e rs  to h e lp  them  fe e l a t  hom e - -  o r  a  p a r t  of i t .  And

i t  is  a g a in s t  the ru le s  to ta l k to each  o th e r! / /

u p s ta i r s  ab o u t 9 :30. Lyndon had  gone ju s t  a  l i t t le  e a r l i e r .  

A nd b y  9:45 the sounds of m u s ic  d ied  aw ay . And I cou ld  c h a lk  up  one good 

one fo r  the; f i r s t  of the s ix  C o n g re s s io n a l R ec ep tio n s .

- i 

'.1


