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TUESDAY. F E B R U A R Y  7, -

T h e  c ity  w as  w rap p ed  in  a  winter cocoon of w h ite . I  s le p t la te  and  

h a d  a  m id -m o rn in g  m e e tin g  w ith  L iz  and Doug C a te r  and  S im one in  th e  

, . Q u een ' s S ittin g  R oom  to  d is c u s s  a  p o s s ib le  ed u ca tio n  t r ip  to  App a la c h ia  - -

P e n n sy lv a n ia  and  W est V irg in ia  and  K entucky, N o rth  C a ro lin a  and

T e n n e s s e e , fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  of giving exposure to  so m e o f  th e  w o n d erfu l th in g s  

Lyndon has  a c h ie v e d  in  educa tio n . T e a c h e rs  C o rp s  in  o p e ra tio n  in  so m e  

b a c k  hollow  of W est V irg in ia ; a n  ad u lt education  p ro je c t ,  new b u ild in g s  

a t  a  new co m m u n ity  co lleg e  in  T e n n e ss e e , w inding up a t a  re c e p tio n  a t 

th e  H e rm ita g e  g iv en  by  G o v e rn o r B ufo rd  E llin g to n  fo r ed u ca tio n -o rie n te d  

p e o p le  o f a l l  f a c e ts .  M aybe Jo h n  G a rd n e r  m ig h t accom pany  m e . I t  

sounded  v e ry  in te re s t in g  and  I w ould lik e  to  go, bu t th e r e  a r e  a  lo t of 

h a za rd s .: '- ;  ̂ ^  ;

I  lu n ch ed  o n a  h a m b u rg e r  in  th e  ro o m  w ith  L ynda, In  th e  m id d le  

of th e  a f te rn o o n  M r. an d  M rs . A r th u r  I r s h in  came t o ^ t ^ r  and  te a ,  a  coup le  who

■ ,• . ■ .
■ i

had lo s t  th e i r  only^son in  V ie tn am  and  w e had had s e v e ra l  ex ch an g es  of 

l e t t e r s  w ith  th e m  - -  Lyndon had  — v e ry  s im p le  and  touch ing  w hen they  

w ro te  th e y  w ould  be  in  tow n fo r  a  C onvention  and  a sk e d  if  th e y  cou ld  co m e  

to  s e e  u s . I  s a id  y e s . I had b een  a  l i t t l e  ta k e n  b ack  w hen a  w ir e  had 

co m e f ro m  so m e  P u b lic  R e la tio n s  p e r s o n  co nnected  w ith  th e  C onvention  

w an tin g  to  be  on hand to  ta k e  p ic tu r e s .  We had p ro m p tly  a n sw e re d  th a t  

th is  w as a  q u ie t p e r s o n a l  v is i t  - -  no p ic tu r e s .  W hen I m e t  th e m  I fe lt
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th e y  w e re  a s  s im p l^ , a s  e a rn e s t ,  a s  lik e a b le  a s  tb e i r  l e t t e r s  had 

s e e m e d  and no p a r t  of th is  P R  m a n 's  e a g e rn e s s  to  m ak e  p u b lic ity  out 

of th e i r  v is i t .  Such a  v is i t  m u s t n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  s t r a in e d  - -  to  beg in^at 

l e a s t  - -  bu t soon I found m y se lf  fe e lin g  q u ite  a t  hom e w ith  th e m . She 

w a s  th e  m o s t ta lk a tiv e  of th e  tw o, a  p lum p  co m fo rta b le  w om an, q u ick  

to  t e l l  m e  ab o u t h e r  fa m ily . She had  two d au g h te rs  b e s id e s  th e  son  and  

sh e  had  b e e n  ou t to  spend  fo u r d ay s  w ith  him. d u rin g  h is  r e s t  and  - 

r e c u p e ra t io n  t im e  in  H aw aii. <Sh e sa id  he w as n e v e r  b i t te r  and  he  knew  

w hat he w as th e r e  fo r . T hey a l l  knew , th e  s o ld ie r s ,  he sa id , b u t th ey  

d id  fe e l  a  l i t t l e  c o n c e rn e d  abou t th e  fo lk s  b ack  hom e who w e re  do ing  a ll  

o f th e  co m p la in in g . H e sa id  "I w r i te  to  th e  G e n e ra ls  - -W e s tm o re la n d  and 

D eP u e , b e c a u s e  I th in k  th ey  m u s t b e  lo n eso m e . I b e t  nobody w r i te s  to  

th e  G e n e ra ls . "  I w ould a g re e  w ith  h e r  on th e  lo n e so m e  p a r t .  I f e l t  they  

w e re  s t i l l  p a r t ia l ly  a n e s th e tiz e d . T he blow  had not co m p le te ly  co m e  hom e 

yet. A ll a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  i t  w as p a in fu l and  exhausting^ w ith  a  th r e a d  of 

sw e e tn e ss  in  i t  b e c a u s e  of th e i r  p r id e  in  th e i r  son . T hey  w e re  tw o of th e  

r e a l  in n o cen ts  I th in k . You a lm o s t fo rg e t  th e r e  a r e  a  lo t of p eo p le  in  

th e  w o rld  lik e  th e m .

A l i t t l e  l a te r  R oxanne cam e  and  w e had a  cup of te a  in  th e  W est .

H a l l. ' - • ' ; ... ..  ~ ■ ■ .— She

is  g e ttin g  a  M a s te r s  in  J o u rn a l is m  a t  C olum bia. She se e m e d  v e ry  e x c ited  

ab o u t i t ,  not in  lo v e  w ith  anyone. T h is  i s  r a th e r  sad  a t  tw e n ty - th re e  o r
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tw e n ty - fo u r  —  m o re  an x ious to  go b ack  to  liv e  in  E u ro p e  th a n  to  do 

any th ing  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s , How s tra n g e !  She sa id  sh e  had  b ee n  

w ith  h e r  CBS p e o p le  to  c o v e r  th e  W hite H ouse th is  m o rn in g , p a r t  of h e r  

a s s ig n m e n t a s  a  jo u rn a l is m  s tu d en t and  th a t  nobody th a t  sh e  w o rk e d  w ith  

o r  a ro u n d  knew th a t  sh e  had any  re la t io n  to  th e  W hite H ouse,

A s ix  o 'c lo c k  th e r e  w as the  m a in  even t of th e  day , I had  in v ite d  

th e  W hite H ouse F e llo w s  - -  th is  y e a r 's  e ig h te e n  and  th e  f iv e  th a t  had 

s ta y e d  on f ro m  la s t  y e a r  - -  to  b rin g  th e i r  w iv es  and  com e f o r  a  d r i n k ^ ^ t  w as  a 

lo w -k ey , in fo rm a l ta lk in g  p a r ty  w ith  a  few  of o u r s ta ff  m e m b e rs ^  th e  ;

Doug C a te r s ,  th e  Bob K in tn e r s  /^and  th e i r  young c h ild re n  who w e re  ju s t  

b ack  f ro m  th e  P e a c e  C o rp s , and  R ic h a rd  G rah am , th e  D ire c to r  of th e  

N a tio n a l T e a c h e rs  C o rp s , and  B ill  B a x te r , m y  E p isc o p a l M in is te r  w ho 

had le f t  to  ta k e  th e  p la c e  B ill M o y ers  once had w ith  th e  P e a c e  C o rp s .

T h ey  a r e  so m e  o f th e  b r ig h te s t  young p eo p le  in  th e w h o le  country^in th e ir  

la te  tw e n tie s  or  e a r ly  th ir t ie s jp. alread y e s ta b lish e d  and m ark ed  fo r  su c c e ss* . •

They w e r e  spend ing  a  y e a r  of th e i r  l iv e s  w ork ing  f o r  th e  G o v ern m en t in  th e  

a r e a  of g r e a t  e x p o su re , th e  s h a rp e s t  d em an d s and  ch a llen g es  th e  •

G o v ern m en t h a s , b e c a u s e  th e  F e llo w  w o rk s  d ire c t ly  in  th e  o ffice  of th e  

D ir e c to r  o f th e  B udget o r  w ith  John  G a rd n e r  i n  HEW o r  w ith  B ill W ir tz  in  

L a b o r .  Now th r e e  o r  fo u r  of th e m  a r e  r ig h t h e re  in  th e  W hite H o u se , O ne,

a s s ig n e d  to  D r . H o rn ig , S an fo rd  G re e n b e rg , had b een  nam ed by th e
’ ' ' ■ ' 3

J u n io r  C h am b e r of C o m m e rc e  a s  one of th e  te n  m o s t o u tstan d in g  young i



T u esd ay , F e b ru a ry  7 (C ontinued)

#

m en  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  a long , in c id e n ta lly , w ith  Jo e  C a lifa no ,̂ ,One I have 

co m e  to  know w e ll and  be v e ry  fond of, a  m e m b e r  of l a s t  y e a r 's  c ro p , T o m  

Jo h n so n , f ro m  G eo rg ia . He i s  n u m b er two o r  th r e e  a s  W hite H ouse P r e s s  

O ffic e r . T h e re  i s  only one w om an in  th e  c ro w d  - -  J a n e  C ah ill, w ho is  w ith  

HUD  an d  on ly  one T ex an , W a lte r  H um ann, of D a lla s , who i s  in  P o s t  O ffice .  

One N eg ro , M a jo r  R o n a ld  L ee , one of th e  m o s t a t t r a c t iv e  

of a l l ,  a  r e g u la r  A rm y  m an , p a r t  of la s t  y e a r 's  c ro p ,^  is w ith  L a r r y  O 'B r ie n  a t  

th e  P o s t  O ffice.

:  ̂ ,After th e  b r ie f  re c e iv in g  lin e , I  s a t  down in  the  R ed R oom  and 

soon  found m y s e lf  in  th e  m id s t  o f a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  group  of ab o u t

e ig h t c ro w d ed  a ro u n d . U n fo rtu n a te ly , th o u g h  t hey w anted  to  h e a r  about 

m e  an d  I w an ted  to , h e a r  ab o u t th e m , b u t th e r e  ,was a  good ex ch an g e . I 

th in k  th e  th in g  I h e a rd  re p e a te d  m o s t w as th a t  th ey  w e re  im p r e s s e d w ith  the  

q u a lity  of th e  m e n  a t  th e  top  of th e  G o v ern m en t and how m an y  h o u rs  th e y  pu t i n 

w o rk in g  a t  i t .  A nd am ong th e  w om en i t  w as th a t  th ey  n e v e r  saw  th e i r  

h u sb an d s fo r  d in n e r .  T h e re  se e m e d  to  be  g re a t  c a m a ra d e r ie  am o n g  th e m  ■ 

a l l .  To m y  d e lig h ^ su d d en ly  som eone w as a t  m y  elbow  say in g  th a t  th e  

P r e s id e n t  had  co m e in to  th e  B lue R oom  and he w ould lik e  to  sa y  a  few  

w o rd s  and  m y  c ro w d  im m e d ia te ly  m e lte d  in to  th e  B lu e  Room . Lyndon 

s to o d  r a th e r  in  th e  m id d le  of a  la rg e  c i r c le  w ith  h is  hands c la sp e d  

lo o se ly  b eh in d  h im , h is  head lo w ered  s lig h tly  ta lk in g  v e ry  q u ie tly . I t  w as  

one of th o s e  w o n d erfu l t im e s  I w ould have g iven  any th ing  to  have i t  on tap e!

H is  lan g u ag e  w as so  s im p le , f r e s h ,  t e r s e .  You could  have h e a rd  a  p in

. )
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d ro p . T h e  b u rd e n  of i t  i n g e n e ra l  w as i t  i s  not h a rd  fo r  a  P r e s id e n t

to  do w h a t 's  r ig h t,  i t  i s  h a rd  fo r  h im  to  ^now w h a t 's  r ig h t and  a  b r ie f
.1^ . J v v  ■ , ■ ' ■ ■ ■

r e s u m e  fo r  t h e i r  a c h ie v e m e n ts  in  w hich  th ey , th is  g roup , can  ta k e  p r id e .

had p lan n ed  th is  m e e tin g  w ithou t h im  p a r t ly  b e c a u se  I w an t to  g e t to  

know th e s e  young p eo p le  m y se lf , p a r t ly  b e c a u se  I w an t to  do an y th in g  I 

can  t o  in c r e a s e  th e  fee lin g  of c lo se n e s s  am ong a l l  th e  p eo p le  who w o rk  

a ro u n d  u s , c lo s e n e s s ,  d e te rm in a tio n , h ig h  s p ir i t .  T h e se  a r e  b ad  t im e s ,  

th e  P r e s s  b u ffe tin g  us on e v e ry  hand. I w ant to  s e a rc h  fo r  ta le n t  in  any  

w ay  I  c an  and  I  w an t to  f ig h t b a c k  in  any  w ay th a t  I can . T o  have Lyndon 

com e i n m a d e  th e  ev en in g, b e c a u se  i t  i s  h im  I w an t th e m  to  fe e l  c lo s e  to . 

One of th e  fe llo w s le a n e d  o v e r  to  m e  and  sa id  "If only every b o d y  cou ld  

h e a r  h im  lik e  w e h e a r  h im . C an ’t  we g e t h im  on TV  lik e  th is ? "  I am  

a f ra id  n o t ." ^ t  w a s  a  long p a r ty .  I  d id  not le av e  u n til e ig h t th i r ty .  T h en  .

I had th r e e  qu ick  g am es  of bow ling, f e l t  som ew hat le s s  cag ed  fo r  i t  and  

b a c k  on th e  seco n d  floor^ w a ite d  u n til e lev en  o 'c lo c k  w hen L yndon c am e  • 

w ith  J o e  C alifan o  and  G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n  and  w e f in a lly  s a t  down to  d in n e r  

arid a  ru b  and  th e n  to  b ed . T he M a n c h e s te r  book has a t  l a s t  ru n  i ts  fu ll 

c o u r s e ,  b u t w e a r e  w ading  th ro u g h  a dank sw am p of bad  s to r ie s  a nd 

b ad  fe e lin g s  w ith  nothing good on th e  hori z on excep t Luci,  who i s  th o ro u g h ly  

happy, got b a c k  hom e sa fe ly  and  P a t  i s  r e g is te r e d  in  two c o u r s e s .  

S o m e tim es  th e r e  is  a  l i t t le  lonel in e s s  in  h e r  vo ice .


