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It w as a hard w orking day. I had m y f ir s t  coffee in  Lynda's room .'

She is  going back to New Y ork for a w eek  with M cC alls, and she is  fu ll of 

the d e lic io u s prob lem s of "Which  night sh a ll I have a date w ith whom?" ;

' Hugh O'B rian  has told h er that he w ill be in New Y ork and w ants to see  

• h er . .So did John Loeb and W arren B eatty m e n t io n ^  that they must^’get 

togeth er for  lunch of som ething. - '

.'M eanw hile, -there is  our W ednesday night plan Mary L a sk er 's 

party. I  s u p p o s e  i t  i s  one of the com m onest human em otions - -  !a m other

enjoying that tim e of life  over again with her daughters ; I am so  g lad  that 

i t 's  excitin g  for Lynda, and fu ll of v a r ie ty . : • - -

' And then back for break fast with Lyndon.

And som etim e during the m orning down to the theatre to see  a 

Head Start m ov ie , "Pancho" w arm  and sk illfu lly  done.

I  w orked a t m y d esk  with B e s s  on l is t s  for future, p a r tie s , on som e  

of the har d est le t te r s  to a n sw er  - -  the ones that have to say  "no" to ■ 

in v ita tion s, but s t i l l  leave  the people feelin g  that it  is  som eth ing you would 4  

s im p ly  adore to do. B e s s  w r ite s ,a  splendid le tter . ‘
• r- •. ‘ r

; I ca lled  F e r d in a n d  - -  the p astry  c o o k  -- who is  just back from   ^  

su rgery . He sounded ch eerfu l - -  probably w ill be back at w ork soon. _ ' -Hit

And then the fir st rea l m eeting  of the day with Juanita and D orothy  

T err ito  and A shton in  the Q ueens' Room about the Johnson L ib rary . ' 

S p ecifica lly , the l i s t  of people whom we m ight invite to lea v e  their p ap ers.
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Juanita and D orothy have a lread y com piled  a form idable book - -  

so m e 500 n a m es of P r es id en tia l appointees at the rank of Under S ecreta ry  . 

and above , I b e liev e , including a ll  past and presen t Cabinet m em b ers  

that have serv ed  under Lyndon, and a ll the A m bassadors.

T h e  draft of the le tte r  to th ese  has of cou rse  been  approved by 

Lyndon. It w i ll  go out over, the A rch iv ist's  signature and should be ready  

to send to the w hole 500 in  som ething like 6 w eek s. 
   

 But our m eeting  w as p articu lar ly  to d isc u ss  the type of fr ien d s 

and J u a n ita , that v e ry  organized  p erson  once m ore had a  big book - -  the 

C h ristm as gift l i s t  "from  and to", a  garnering from  the favorab le f ile s  

through the y e a r s , and variou s other p o ss ib ilit ie s  to co n sid er  - -  the 

T e x a s  Cong r e s sm e n  he serv ed  with from  '37 on, form er em p lo y e es . I  am  

constantly  am azed  at the tim e, the organization, the d eta il, she has devoted  

to this s in ce  1958. And I am v er y  resp ectfu l.

- F o r  tw o  h ou rs w e plowed through the alphabetical l i s t  checking the

n am es that one or a ll of us thought m ight be prom ising, debating som e.

And then b efore  w e w ould m ore than skim  the surface -- and ob viou sly  th is  

i s  a long l i fe 's  job - -  it w as 5:00 and tim e for the next m eetin g . That w as in  

the T reaty  Room with G eorge C hristian  and Tom Johnson and Doug C ater '

and Bob Kintn er. The purpose of it  w as how b est to plan any p r e s s  ‘ 

r e le a s e s  relating  to the acq u isition  of p ap ers. "■ . I

Six w eek s from  now when th ese invitations to G overnm ent em p lo y ees . 

Cabinet m em b ers , e tc . are  m ailed  out, w e  w ill begin^ to r e c e iv e  a n sw ers.,
- _________ 'n 'lifn  _̂__ _______ ________„ 1- ............................. - ............ - .1 <■. - i 111
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'W e'll throw a m ighty big net to catch  a m ighty few  f i s h ”, a s  Dr. G rover 

sa y s . But som e of them w ill answ er "yes". Som e of them w ill ta lk  about 

i t  and it w ill becom e a m atter of public knowledge. So we want to prepare  

o u r se lv e s  for this and pool the judgment and the tech n ica l know-how of 

our p r e ss  sta ff in  order to get the b est p r e ss  out of th is . '

Juanita had prepared  a k it with the chronological h is to ry  of the 

L ib rary  and School of Public A ffa irs - -  everything that had happened - -  ..

 so  that;they could a ll  acquaint th em se lv es  w ith it. To know what q u estio n s   ̂

to exp ect and how b e s t  to answ er them .

Our quick thought w as that shortly  a fter the le tte r s  w ent out and 

w hen we began to get a rep ly  or two e a r ly  o n  the A rch iv ist, D r. B ahm er, 

would want to get out a statem ent lis t in g  three or four of the people who . 

had decided to lea v e  th eir  papers to the Lyndon Johnson L ib rary . H opefully  

th ese  people could  be from  d iv erse  f ie ld s  and be rather b ig n a m es. ' 

D r . D eB akey of co u rse  i s  one to be ela ted  ab ou t. Now, if  w e cou ld  have 

two or three big nam es from  G overnm ent - -  from  Space, from  Education  

that would be the beginning^ ; From  then on i t  would just be s im p le , b r ie f  

sta tem en ts a s  any other acq u isition s cam e around - -  stra ightforw ard  and  

short. Each of them brought forth p itfa lls  which just pointed up the fact  

that it  w as v ery  im portant that we sta rt thinking about th is ea r ly  - -  that 

- .  our a n sw ers be w e ll thought out and w e ll grounded in  fa c ts . One p itfa ll 

of co u rse  w as, does this L ibrary sound like se lf-g lo r ific a tio n  for a m an
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in  o ffice . A nother, does th is herald  a d ecision  not to run in 1968? The 

w hole p rick ly  w ith problem s - -  the opening of the lib rary , the exh ib its

th e m se lv e s , everyth ing w ill p resen t m ore problem s b ecau se Lyndon is  

in  o ffice . I am getting fond of tWs old  room . I think of it  a s  m y own .

"Board  of D irectors"  room er’ Lots of good projects have gone through  

th e ir  labor pains here - -  B eautification , Lyndon's boyhood hom e in  

Johnson City,,;emd roost of a ll, the L ibrary. '

It w as n ea rly  7:00 when they le ft, and I went to the bowling a lle y s  

by m y se lf , p layed a rather poor three gam es, and then back u p sta irs  and 

w orked  a l i t t le .  And;pretty soon Lyndon ca lled  and sa id , "Would you like  

to m eet m e in  the pool? " I rejo iced . I could b ecause I w as going to the 

beauty p arlor tom orrow . It isn 't  often I can say "yes" when it  takes two 

hours and $8 to m a k e  m e presen tab le to the public after I have had a sw im .

W ell, I got in  a nd  sw am  and swam and swam . I m ust have done thirty

laps b efo re  h e a rr iv ed  with M ary S later and G eorge C hristian , and they 

jo ined  m e, ;re lax in g  in the warm  w aters and sw im m ing not enough, but a 

g rea t deal b etter  than none,  ̂ |

: We were upstairs a  litt le  b efore 10:00. The four of us had dinner

a fter  a  drink. And b efore 11:00 M ary and G eorge had left and I w as in bed, 

su rp r is in g ly  tired  and fee lin g  resen tfu l to be so .


