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 G e o r g e  W a s h in g to n 's  b i r th d a y  w a s  a n  o f f -b e a t  d a y  fo r  tn e  s p e n t >;

in  N ew  Y o rk . I  c a u g h t the  9:00  s h u tt le  a n d  a r r i v e d  a t  this C a r ly le  a t  - '  i

1 0 :1 5 .: J a c k  V a le n ti  h a d  b e e n  a b o a rd .  We d ro v e  h im  in . H e a n d  M a ry  

M a r g a r e t  a r e  le a v in g  n e x t  S unday f o r  S p a in . I  k e e p  on f in d in g  s u c h  

d e l ic io u s  e x a m p l e s  o f w h a t o th e r  p e o p le  do in  th e i r  l in e s  of w o r k ! F i r s t  

th e r e  w a s  M iss  T r e y z  a n d  A d e le  S im p s o n ,’ a n d  th en  the  M a rq u is e  c lo th e s .  '

 L y n d a  B i r d  w a s  s le e p in g  v e r y  la te .-  T h a n k  g o o d n e ss  I  r e m e m b e r e d  

th a t  i t  w a s  a  h olid a y . She h a d  b e e n  o u t w ith  Jo h n  L o eb , J r . , the  n ig h t 

b e f o r e ,  a n d  w h en  sh e  f in a l ly  w oke u p , w a s 'f u l l  of gay  c h a t t e r .

M o llie  P a r n i s  c a m e  in  tim e  f o r  lu n ch , an d  S a lly  V ic to r ,  .We h a d  

f i t t in g s  of h e r  th in g s , a n d  I  m a d e  a  few  m o re  te n ta t iv e  cho ices..-^  I  c o u ld  

te l l  b e in g  v e r y  p a r s im o n io u s  ^acco rd in g  to  B e s s ' w ay  of th in k in g . She a n d  

H e le n  b o th  lo o k  a t  m e  w ith  a  m i ld  r e p r o v a l  a n d  a s s u r e  m e  th a t  I  w i l l  in d e e d  

n e e d  e v e ry th in g  th a t  .1 a m  g e ttin g  a n d  s e v e r a l  m o r e . in  a d d itio n  th a t  I  s a y  

I  c a n n o t  a f f o r d .  '  '

; ::M o llie  s o m e t im e s  t e l l s  in t e r e s t in g  l i t t l e  a n e c d o te s  of h e r  d a y s  - vM, 

w i th  h e lp in g  M r s .  E is e n h o w e r . A nd  I  a m  a lw a y s  r e a s s u r e d  a n d  p le a s e d  

th a t  none o f th e m  w ould  I  m in d  b e in g  to ld  i f  l^ w e re  M rs .  E is e n h o w e r ;  '

She d o e s  n o t h o w e v e r  s a y  a n y th in g  a b o u t M r s .  K ennedy , a l th o u g h  I  th in k  

I  h a v e  r e a d  th a t  M r s .  K en n ed y  g o t so m e  c lo th e s  fro m . h e r , ,  a n d  I  do n o t a s k .  •

W e lu n c h e d  in  f ro n t  .of the. b ig  p ic tu r e  w indow  g iv in g  o u t o n to  th e  

P a r k  - -  a n  u n fo rg e t ta b ly  th r i l l in g  v ie w . I  h a v e  a l l  th e s e  s c e n e s *  lo c k e d
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in  my^ h e a r t  to  r e m e m b e r  w h en  l if e  i s  q u ie te r .

H ow  funny  th a t  ju s t  try in g  on c lo th e s  sh o u ld  be  so  t i r in g l

B y  th e  t im e  th a t  M r . S ta v ro p o lo u s  c a m e  - -  a n d  he w as  lo u d ly  

a n n o u n c e d  ;from  th e  fo o t of th e  s te p s  b y  one of the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m e n , 

m u c h  to  B e s s '  c h a g r in  a n d  m in e , b e c a u s e  M o llie  P a r n i s  aaad S a lly  V ic to r  

, w e r e  ju s t  l e av i ng . — t hi s  t im e  I  fo u n d  th a t  I  w a s  r e a l l y  t i r e d  a n d  q u ite  

s u r e  I  o n ly  w a n te d  one d r e s s  f ro m  h im  - -  the  e x q u is i te  y e llo w  c h iffo n  th a t  - . 

lo o k s  l ik e  a  B o t t ic e l l i  g i r l  d a n c in g  in  th e  d e l l ,  s c a t t e r e d  w ith  l i t t l e  d a is ie s  

dow n th e  f r o n t . -  c

• ■ : So i t  w a s  a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  s e lf - in d u lg e n t  fe e lin g  to  l ie  dow n a n d  h a v e  

a  f a c i a l  a n d  r e a d .  L y n d a  h a d  le f t  by  th is  t im e , go ing  o u t to  lu n c h  a n d  a  

m a t in e e ,  " B la c k  M ag ic "  w ith  Jo h n  L o e b , J r .  - -  a  v e r y  im p r e s s i v e  young 

m a n . A c tu a lly  he  is  36, h a n d so m e , e x t r e m e ly  N ew  Y o rk . A  to ta l ly  d i f f e r e n t  

w o r ld  f ro m  m e , f ro m  L y n d a . 

W hen L y n d a  c a m e  in , w e w en t o v e r  th e  g u e s t  l i s t  t h a t  M a r y 's  

s e c r e t a r y  h a d  th o u g h tfu lly  p ro v id e d  fo r  u s .  L y n d a  know s m o r e  of th em  

a n d  m o r e  a b o u t them  th a n  I  do.

s :,; I  h a d  m y  h a i r  c o m b ed , p i le d  on  top  o f m y  h e a d ,  a n d  w o re  m y  p a le  ' 

y e llo w  A d e le  S im p so n  d r e s s  w ith  the ja c k e t .  A nd a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  8 :00  w e 

l e f t  f o r  M a r y 's .  F r o m  th e  m o m e n t w e e n te r e d  i t  w a s  p e r f e c t io n ,  - -  th e  

flo w ers ,, th e  food , th e  s e t t in g ,  the  g u e s ts .  E v e ry th in g  in  M a r y 's  h o u se  

i s  so  e x q u is i te ly  d o n e . . L iv in g  i s  an  A r t ,  a n d  p lan n in g  a n d  im a g in a tio n  . <
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and great taste  have gone into making it  so .

- T h e re , w e r e  a b o u t 30 g u e s ts  fo r  d i n n e r . . M e m o ra b le  a m o n g  th em  

the  M a rk  C h a g a l ls ,  He lo o k s  r a th e r  l ik e  a n  a g in g  faw n  w ith  h i s  s p r i t e ly ,  

v e r y  m o b ile  fa c e ,  h is  b u sh y  e y e b ro w s , a n d  a  s m ile  th a t  l ig h ts  u p . H e

sp o k e  o n ly  F r e n c h  w ith  a  few  h a lt in g  w o rd s  of E n g lis h . B u t he  s a id

“ it 'r a t h e r  .c h a rm in g ly , " T h e  fa c e  ta lk s^  ^ s  does**. E v e ry o n e  w a s  ta lk in g  

a b o u t  the  s e t s  he  h a d  done fo r"The  M ag ic  F lu te ". C h a g a ll  lo o m e d  r a t h e r  

l a r g e r  in  the  p ro d u c tio n  th an  M o z a r t .  A nd  th e  J a m e s  H e s te r s  w e re  th e r e .  

H e i s  th e  h a n d so m e  h e a d  of th e  N ew  Y o rk  U n iv e r s i ty . ,  He s a id  " Y e s ,  th e y  

w e re  h a v in g  th e i r  s h a r e  o f p r o t e s t e r s  a n d  p la c a r d  c a r r i e r s .  B u t n o b o d y  

m e n tio n e d  th e  5 -m in u te  s ta n d in g  o v a tio n  th a t  so m e  G o v e rn m e n t  o f f ic ia l  

g o t a f t e r  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  few  d o z en  h e c k le r s .  " H e a ls o  s a id  t h e y  w e re  

g o in g  to  in v ite  L y n d o n  to  th e i r  Ju n e  g ra d u a tio n  c e re m o n y ,

■ V T h e  d is t in g u is h e d  a n d  in te r e s t in g  R ay m o n d  Loewys w e re  th e r e ,  a n d
.. ■ ■ ■ '•• • ........ \ . . . . .  • . • . ........  !• .• ■ t. 1 ■ V

I  th a n k e d  h im  a g a in  f o r  h is  h e lp  in  g iv in g  d e s ig n  p lan n in g  f o r  i te m s  f o r  the  . 

h a n d ic a p p e d  to  m a k e . H e d o e s  i t  I d e c id e d  f o r  a  v e r y  good r e a s o n .  H e is  

a  n a tu r a l iz e d  c i t iz e n  a n d  s t i l l  im p r e s s e d  w ith  how  w o n d e rfu l i t  i s  to  l iv e  

in  t h i s  c o u n try .  H e  c a m e  fro m  F r a n c e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a  c i t i z e n  f o r  15 y e a r s .  

Q uite  w ith o u t a n y  o p en in g  f ro m  m e , h e  g o t la u n c h e d  o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f 

a n t i - A m e r ic a n i s m  in  F r a n c e  w h ich  h e  a s s u r e d  m e  d o es  n o t e x i s t  a m o n g  

young  F r e n c h m e n . T h e y  lik e  o u r  c lo th e s ,  o u r  dan c e s ,  o u r  c a r s , ,  o u r  

w a y  of liv in g ^ h e  s a id .  0

iMftiMtiil’iiM
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M r s .  D anny  K aye w a s  th e r e  w ith o u t h e r  h u sb a n d  w ho i s  d o in g  th e  

a lm o s t  m o n a s t ic a l l y  h a r d  w o rk  of ta p in g  a  s h o w .  , /  " :

: ; H an d so m e  Hugh O 'B r ia n  s lip p e d  in  a  b i t  l a t e  i a n d  w a s  s i t t in g  

b y  L y n d a  a t  d in n e r .  A nd  on  h e r  o th e r  s id e , a  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e  y o u n g  d o c to r ,  

H e n ry  B e t t s ,  w ho i s  h e a d  o f the  R e h a b il i ta t io n  I n s t i tu te  in  C h ic ag o  a n d  

lo o k s  s c a r c e l y  o v e r  2 0 . • '

I  s a t  SK b e tw e e n  R ic h a r d  R o g e r s ,  th e  c o m p o s e r ,  a n d  L y n d a 's  b o s s .  

B ob S te in  o f M c C a lls , w hom  I  fo u n d  v e r y  e a s y  to  ta lk  to  a n d  w ho s e e m e d  

to  ta ke  L y n d a  p le a s a n t ly  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f c o u r s e ,  an d  a s s u r e d  m e  th a t  

e v e ry b o d y  a t  M c C a lls  d id  to o , th ough  i t  c e r ta in ly  h a d  p o se d  p r o b le m s  a t  

f i r s t .  B u t h e  h a d  ta k e n  h e r  a ro u n d  to  m e e t  e v e r y  in d iv id u a l so  he s a id  

  th e y  w o u ld n 't  g aw k  a t  h e r  in  th e  h a l l s .  A nd a s id e  f ro m  a  few  o f  the 

d i f f ic u l t ie s  in  t r a v e l in g , ̂ the s u i te  in  San F r a n c is c o  p a r t i c u la r ly ,  a l l  h a d  

gone w e ll .  M o s t of th e  tim e  h e  s a id ,  sh e  s ta y e d  in  m o te ls .  She w a s  q u ite  

c o n te n t to o  a n d  w as  u n b o th e re d .

H e re  w a s  I , g r e a t  lo v e r  o f the  th e a t r e ,  s i t t in g  n e x t  to one of th e  

b i g g e s t  f ig u r e s  in  i t  — o y e r  how  m a n y  d e c a d e s ,?  T h r e e  ? F o u r  ? R ic h a r d  

R o g e r s .  A nd I  c o u ld n 't  th in k  o f a n y th in g  t e r r i b l y  b r ig h t  to s a y  to h im . So

I  a s k e d  h im  w h ic h  of h is  m u s ic a ls  h a d  he  r e a l ly  lo v e d  the m o s t  h im s e lf .

H e th o u g h t a  m in u te  a n d  s a id  " C a r o u s e l" . F o r tu n a te ly  I  d id  r e m e m b e r  ^

th a t  th a t  c a m e  f ro m  " L i l i o m "  a n d  w a s  one o f the v e r y  f i r s t  th in g s  I  e v e r
■ '
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saw  w h en  I w a s  15 - -  the  p a r t  of a  s e e d  th a t  p la n te d  m y  lo n g  h a r v e s t  

o f  jo y  in  the  th e a t r e .

I  e n v ie d  c o u r s e  a f t e r  c o u r s e  - -  so  d e l ic io u s , so  b e a u t i fu l ly  p r e s e n te d .

T h e r e  w e re  tw o o u ts ta n d in g  to a s t s  - -  one r a th e r  o f f -b e a t  b y  Jo h n  

G u n th e r , a  to a s t  to  th is  ro o m  a n d  a l l  th e  in te r e s t in g  c o m p an y  i t  h a s  h o u s e d  

o v e r  th e  m a n y  y e a r s  he  ha s k n own  i t ,  f o r  t h e  g o o d  ta lk  h e r e ,  fo r  the

b e a u t i fu l  p a in tin g s  th a t l in e d  th e  w a ll ,  to  the  w ho le  e x q u is i te  s e t t in g  - - 

v e r y  a p t  a n d  b r ig h t .  A nd th e n  th e r e  w as  a  to a s t  b y  L y n d a  th a t c a u g h t 

u s  a l l  u n a w a re .  ' 'B e c a u s e  th is  i s  s u c h  a n  o f f ic ia l  o c c a s io n ,"  sh e  s a id ,

I  w a n t to  p ro p o s e  a  to a s t  to  the  P r e s id e n t  - -  G eorge ,  th a t  i s . " I t  to o k

- 3

s e v e r a l  s e c o n d s  b e fo re  so m eb o d y  b e g a n  to  la u g h , a n d  th en  e v e ry b o d y

a ro u n d  the  ta b le  fo llo w e d  s u i t  a s  th e y  r e a l i z e d  i t  w as  G e o rg e  W ash in g to n .

A f te r  a l l ,  i t  w as  h i s  b ir th d a y .

T h e n  w e d i s p e r s e d  in to  the  o th e r  r o o m s , a n d  g ra d u a l ly  the  a f t e r -  

d in n e r  g u e s ts  b e g a n  to d r i f t  in . L e o n a rd  L y o n s , w hom  I  h a v e  b e e n

s e e in g  f o r  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  30 y e a r s  a n d  w ho d o e s n 't  s e e m  a  b i t  ,o ld e r  th a n  . 

th e  f i r s t  tim e . I  saw  h im .. A nd M o llie  P a r n i s  w ith  h e r  b e a u ti fu l  h o u s e  g u e s ts — 

the  S ta n ley  D o n n an s, he  i s  a  m o v ie  p r o d u c e r .  A nd the Jo h n  D. R o c k e f e l le r s .

I  m a n a g e d  to  h a v e  a  few  m in u te s  w ith  h im  to  ta lk  a b o u t the  w e d d in g . I t  w i l l  

b e  A p r i l  1 s t. T h e y  a r e  v e r y  h ap p y .

M a r y  h a d  to ld  m e  a b o u t th e  new  m e th o d  o f sm o k e  c o n t r o l  th a t  '

M a jo r  A le x a n d e r  D 'S e v e rs k y  h a d  in v e n te d , a n d  w h en  sh e  b ro u g h t h im  o v e r  

to  in tro d u c e  h im  I  to ld  h im  th a t  I  r e m e m b e r  h is  n am e  w e l l  f ro m  the  e a r l y  ■
-■  - . . . . .  ' . . . . • ■ ' ■ „ r .  n n n # ,in -r if ..- ,i i  - ' ■ I l i r i i i i i i i w i i r i r a a i ^
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1 9 5 0 s  w h e n  L y n d o n  a n d  Stu S y m in g to n  w e re  so  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i n c r e a s e d  

. a i r  p o w e r . H e i s  th e  v e r y  a p o s t le  o f i t  - -  "Vic to r y  Thro u g h  A ir  P o w e r".

A nd  h e  s a id ,  " Y e s , I  sp e n t m o r e  th a n  50 y e a r s  o f m y  life  w o rk in g  bn 

a i r p l a n e s  a n d  now  I  a m  a  'c h im n e y  sw e e p '

' S o m eo n e  r e m a r k e d  w ith  a m u s e m e n t  th a t  two o f  G e o rg e  B a c k e r 's  

w iv e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f r ie n d s  w e r e  try in g  to k e ep  th em  in  d i f f e r e n t  

r o o m s .  ;.Laur e n  B a c a l l  w a s  one  of th e  m o s t  c h a rm in g  w om e n  th e r e ,  I  

lo o k e d  a t  h e r  a n d  tried to  a n a ly z e  i t .  I t ' s  n o t lo o k s . I  th in k  i t ' s  a  fu ll , 

lu s ty  i n t e r e s t  in  l i f e .  ' .

There w e re  lo ts  o f the b e a u ti fu l  young p e o p le - - -  K itty  C a r l i s l e  a n d  

M a r i e t t a  T r e e  a n d  S u sa n  S te in . A nd th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  m a n  to  m e  w a s  

Jo h n  L o e b .

I  fo u n d  i t  h a r d  to  ta lk  to a n y  in d iv id u a l s  -- t h e ro o m  w a s  so  fu ll ,

I  d a n c e d  a  l i t t l e . I  w as  r e a l l y  m o re  p le a s e d  w hen  Jo h n  L o eb  s a id ,  " C o m e  

. o n " , a n d  to o k  m e  to  a  q u ie t  en d  of th e  ro o m  w h e re  w e co u ld  lo o k  o u t o n

th e  r i v e r  a n d  th e  l ig h ts .  A nd th e n  w e s a t  dow n f o r  a  few  m in u te s  w ith  o n ly  

fo u r  p e o p le . T h is ’ w a s the  h a p p ie s t  t im e  of the  e v en in g  fo r  m e . I t  w a s  

a  s t a r - s tu d d e d  g ro u p . R ic h a r d  K ile y  o f "T h e  M an  of L a M a n c h a " , the  b e s t  

sh o w  of th e  s e a s o n  w a s  th e re  - -  D av id  M e r r i c k  — d r e s s  d e s ig n e r s ,  m u s e u m  

_  d i r e c t o r s ,  in v e s tm e n t  b a n k e r s .  A m a rv e lo u s  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f a  m a r v e lo u s

c i ty  g a th e r e d  to g e th e r  f o r  m e  b y  the  d e a r e s t  f r ie n d  - -  a  s o r t  of a  f e a s t .

A nd  so  i t  w a s .

i

J
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T h e  o n ly  p e r s o n  I  w a s  r e a l ly  d is a p p o in te d  in  w a s  m e . A nd  one 

I  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p ro u d  of w as, L y n d a  w ho w a s  ta k in g  i t  a l l  in  l ik e  a

sp o n g e  - -  b r ig h t ,  b e a u ti fu l .  P e r s o n  a f t e r  p e r s o n  c am e  up  to  m e  to  s a y
 ̂ ,;v  ..... .

" I  d id n 't  know  how  p r e t ty  sh e  w a s!", o r  how  sh e  h a s  g ro w n  in to  a  new .

. young  w o m a n  th is  l a s t  y e a r .  J  ,
' ■ . .. ..... . v'r: - ' ■... v' .; • ' V-. •'•. '•

.. v ’, :  .'v.f' T  ” -.- . . " • ' '  '•

' ■ A l i t t l e  b e fo re  1:00 I  s a id  goodnight: to  a  few  a ro u n d  the r o o m ;' .

. . a n d  d e a r e s t  th a n k s  to  M ary : an d  goodbye to L y n d a .‘̂ '  ■ ^ <̂.  ̂ - -

'  A few  v a g r a n t  f la k e s  o f  snow  w e r e  s if t in g  dow n. ;W hen  I  w a s  b a c k  

in  th e  C a r ly le  in  b e d  I  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  w in d  .ro a r in g  a ro u n d  th a t  to w e r . :" I  ;

: r e a d  u n t i l  n e a r ly  2 :0 0 . , i " .

; A happy little p o s t s c r ip t  to  the  day  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  "N ew  Y o rk  T im e s "

• a b o u t San A n to n io  w in n in g  th e  a w a rd  a s  the  c le a n e s t  tow n in  th e  N a t io n —  '

/ a  N an  R o b e r ts o n  s to r y .  I t  w a s n 't  th a t  so  m u c h  a s  th e  f a c t  th a t  50 p e r c e n t  ■

; m o r e  to w n s h a d  e n te r e d  th e  c o m p e tit io n  th is  y e a r  th an  l a s t ;  A n d  th a t  a f te r>  . |  

the  d e c is io n  h a d  b e e n  r e a c h ed  a n d  th e  a w a rd  a n n o u n ced  on th e  b a s i s  o f  a  . ^ 

g r e a t  -big s c r a p b o o k  fu l l  of p ic tu r e s  th e y  h a d  s e n t  in  th a t the  M a y o rs  a n d  

c iv ic  l e a d e r s  f r o m  lo o s in g  tow ns p o r e d  o v e r  the w in n in g  s c r a p b o o k  l ik e  

fo o tb a l l  c o ac h e s ; s tu d y in g  th e  f i lm s  o f the p re v io u s  S a tu rd a y 's  d i s a s t r o u s

I
g a m e . . We l l ,  t h i s  m a k in g  th a t  s o r t  o f a n  im p a c t, sayŝ w e a r e  h e r e ,  to  s ta y !


