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; I  d id  t h a t  s in fu l  th in g  - -  w a s te  t im e .  I  th re w  aw ay  10 g o o d  h o u r s  

of m y  l i f e .  E x p e c tin g  to c a tc h  the  9 :0 0  a.m. sh u tt le  b a c k  to  W ash in g to n , I  w oke 

u p  in  th e  C a r ly le  a t  7 :30  a.m.̂ ’H uge, flu ffy  w h ite  f la k e s  w e re  f a l l in g . T he 

a i r  w a s  th ic k  a n d  the  c i ty  w a s  w ra p p e d  in  a  so f t w h ite  shroud.^

N e v e r th e le s s ,  a  phone c a l l  s a i d  th e  p la n e s  w e re  f ly in g  b u t the  9 :00  w ou ld  

p ro b a b ly  b e  the  l a s t .  So I  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  p a c k e d  a n d  d r e s s e d  a n d  s a id

goodbye to  L y n d a , ;a n d  th e n  c a m e  th a t  in e v ita b le  c a l l  - -  th e  9 :00  p la n e  h a s

r  ̂ ’ I  ̂ ■ ' - s'- ">
b e e n  c a n c e l le d !  No n ew s on  w h e n  th e r e  w il l  b e  o th e r  f l ig h ts .  J e r r y  h a d  r

c a n n ily  m a d e  a  r e s e r v a t io n  on th e  11 :00 t r a in .  - So h e r e  w a s  I  w ith  m o re

th a n  2 h o u r s  to  u s e  in  N ew  Y o rk . T o o  e a r ly  to  w ake an y b o d y  u p . A nd I

co u ld n ^ t r e a l l y  se e ^  R e is s  P la y g ro u n d  in  m o tio n  in  a  snow  s to r m .  So I

w e n t to  B e rg d o r f  G o o d m a n 's  a n d  b o u g h t a  p a i r  of sh o e s , t r i e d  to  go a n d

s e e  C .  R .  S m i th 's  p a in tin g s  - - d is c o v e re d  th a t i t  w ould  be  a  c lo s e  th in g

to  m a k e  the  l l : 0 0  i f  I  d ro v e  in  th a t  d i r e c t io n  a n d  w ound  up  f r u s t r a t e d  a n d  . •

a n n o y e d  w ith  m y s e l f  in  the  d i r t y  P e n n s y lv a n ia  s ta t io n  30 m in u te s  b e fo re

'  

t r a i n  t im e . '‘I  h a d  a  s ta t e r o o m  a n d  I  r e m e m b e r  w hen  the  h e ig h t  of ro m a n c e  

to  m e  w a s  to  ta k e  a  t r a in  t r i p  in  a  s ta t e r o o m  - -  the m o s t  p r iv a c y , th e  m o s t  

i s o l a t io n , th e  m o s t  t im e  t o  m y s e l f .  A lso  I  h a d  a  good b o o k . ;/but th e  m a g ic

d id  n o t w o rk . I  d id  n o t f e e l  p a m p e r e d  o r  e x c i te d  o r  lu x u r io u s .  A n d  I g o t 

th e  r a t h e r  f r ig h te n e d  fe e lin g  th a t  I  m ig h t  ju s t  b e  g e ttin g  o ld  o r  s a t i a te d .  

H o p e fu lly , this- d u ll  m o o d  w a s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  s le p t  l e s s  th a n  6 h o u r s  

l a s t - n ig h t  a n d  w a s  to o  g ro g g y  to  f e e l  fu lly  aw ak e  a n d  n o t s le e p y  eno u g h  to  

■t

.  '- i l l  .
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go to  s le e p .  I  r e a d  f i t fu l l y , s t i l l  ''T h e  A r r a n g e r n e n t! 'b y  E l ia  K a zan , ' : 

r e a c h e d  W a s h in g to n  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  3 :0 0 , H ow m a n y  t im e s  I  h a v e  c o m e  

in to  th is  s ta t io n  w ith  b o t t le s  of fo r m u la  a n d  b a b ie s  a n d  e n d le s s  s a c k s  a n d  

s u i t c a s e s  on 20 y e a r s  of t r i p s  b e tw e e n  T e x a s  a n d  W ash in g to n ! B u t th e  

l a s t  on e  w a s  S e p te m b e r  of ' 5 8 , '  - ,

• > B a c k  a t  th e  W hite  H o u se , I  s im p ly  w e n t to  b e d , b u t s t i l l  n o t  to  

s le e p .  - : I  s tu d ie d  th e  g u e s t  l i s t ,  m y  in tr o d u c t io n s ,  I  d r e s s e d  in  my. w h ite  

s a t in  a n d  a t  6 :0 0  w a s  w ith  L y n d o n  fo r  the  on ly  r e a l  b u s in e s s  of t h e  d a y  — ' 

th e  f if th  R e c e p tio n  f o r  th e  m e m b e r s  o f the  H o u se . * ' , ' ' , ‘

B e s s  a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  the. n u m b e r ,o f  r e g r e t s ',  - T r u e ,  

m o s t  of th em  s a y  " o u t  of to w n '',  f r e q u e n t ly  m a k in g  a  s p e e c h , o r  s ic k .  V e ry  

few  g iv e  no  r e a s o n .  A nd m a n y  s a y  th e y  hope th ey  c a n  be  in v ite d  to  a n o th e r  ' 

one o f th e  p a r t i e s .  ^^N ev erth e less  i t  i s  a  s e r io u s  a n d  u n p le a s a n t  s i tu a t io n .

I  w o n d e r  i f  the  e r o s io n  of the  m o n th s  of b a d  p r e s s  h a s  b r e d  th is  s o r t  of 

h o s t i l i t y  fo r  the  Jo h n so n s , o r  e v en  a  s o r t  o f d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  W h ite  H o u se  

o r  w h e th e r  th e  f a c t  th a t  w e a r e  h av in g  a  s e r i e s  o f s ix  s u c h  p a r t i e s  h a s  the  

o p p o s ite  e f f e c t  f ro m  w h a t w e in te n d e d  a n d  d im s  the  l u s t e r  of the C o n g r e s s io n a l

R e c e p tio n . N e v e r th e le s s  the  g u e s ts  w ho do com e^ - -  a lm o s t  a l l  

t h r i l l e d  a n d  d e lig h te d . T o n ig h t w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  good . A f te r  th e  r e c e iv in g  

l in e  in  the  G re en : R oom  a n d  d r in k s  in  th e  B lu e  R o o m , ; L y n d o n  in v i te d  th em  

in  in to  th e  E a s t  R oom  f o r  th e i r  b r ie f in g s .  S e c r e t a r y  R u sk  h a d  r e tu r n e d  

a n d  R am s a y  C la r k  w a s  t h e r e . .  .F a i th f u l  Bob M c N a m a ra . A nd  I  g a th e r e d

M
' 'i'
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u p  the  la d ie s  a n d  w e w e n t u p s t a i r s  to  the Q u e e n s ' R oom  w h e re  o u r  p ro g r a m  ; 

w a s  on  th e  A rts^  ■ a nd  the  w o rk  o f the  N a tio n a l C o u n c il of A r t s ,  in  b e in g  a  

s o r t  o f a  m id -w ife : to; the  c u l tu r a l  e x p lo s io n  a l l  o v e r  th e  la n d . I  h a d  lo o k e d  

w i t h  a  b i t  o f  ja u n d ic e d  'eye on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o g r a m ,  n o t q u ite  s u r e  how  w id e

I
a n  a p p e a l  i t  w o u ld  h a v e . B u t th e n  I  h a d n 't  c o u n ted  on A gnes de M il l e ! 

I  in t r o d u c e d  o u r  m o d e r a to r ,  R o g e r  S te v e n s , w ho m a d e  a  b r i e f ,

■  'i ' ' ■' ^
u n im p a s s io n e d  s ta te m e n t  outlining th e  w o rk  of th e  N a tio n a l C o u n c il in  i t s

- - - - - -  - - - /  - * ^
b r i e f  l i f e .

A n d  th e n  F a t h e r  H a r tk e  m a d e  a  h u m o ro u s , c h a rm in g  l i t t l e  ta lk  th a t  

w a rm e d  u p  h is  a u d ie n c e . - A nd th en  c a m e  the  b ig g e s t  s u r p r i s e  o f  a ny p r o g r a m . 

. th a t  I  h a v e  h a d  in  the  W hite H o u se  - -  A g n es  de Mille.  -

; M id w ay  d u r in g  the  s p e e c h  I  r e a l i z e d  th a t I  w a s  h o ld in g  m y  b r e a th  .

, p r a c t ic a l ly ,  th a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  m o tio n le s s ,  th a t  w e w e re

- r e a l l y  c a u g h t up  in  a n  e m o tio n a l w eb  .th a t M iss  de M il le 's  w o rd s  w e r e
■ , /• V . i i ' ' "■'> i-' *■. . ’ • ■ • •: -.I.."'.'' f’ " ■ ’ ’. ' '   ̂ ''

w e av in g .. L a te r  E ls p e th  R o sto w  sa id , " S h e 's  a  b a r n - b u r n e r " ,  A n d so m e o n e

e ls e - s a id ,  "Y ou  c a n  s e e  th a t de  M ille  co m in g  th ro u g h " , - -  sh e  i s  C e c i l  ■

d e  M i l l e ' s  n e ic e .

 ̂Well i t  w a s  w o n d e rfu l, a n d  I  w a s  so p ro u d . In  w h a t s e e m e d  lik e  

a  v e r y  fe w  m in u te s  s h e c o v e r e d  the  w h o le  h is to r y  o f  w hy A m e r ic a n s  f e e l  

th e  w ay  th e y  do a b o u t A r t ,  th a t  i t  i s  n o t v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  -- c e r t a in ly  n o t 

so m e th in g  th a t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o u g h t to  sp en d  good ta x  m o n e y  in  h u g e  s u m s  

to  s u b s id iz e  th e  w ay  th e y  do in  E u ro p e . I ts  r a th e r  th e  p ro v in c e  o f the  r i c h d
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a n d  b e t t e r  l e f t  to  the  l a d ie s ,  n o t h e - m a n  s tu ff . A nd sh e  t r a c e d  th is  fe e lin g  

to  o u r  p u r i t a n  a n c e s to r s  a n d  to  th e  h a r d  l i f e  th a t  the  p io n e e r s  l iv e d  ‘ 

c a r v in g  o u t th e  v i r g in  w i ld e r n e s s  fo r  th e i r  f a r m s  w h ile  th e y  c a r r i e d  a  r i f l e  

u n d e r  one a r m .  ‘ .And now  h e r e  w e h a v e  re a c h e d  the ag e  of a f f lu e n c e  a n d  

w e h a v e  l e i s u r e  t im e  w h ic h  w e a r e  in  m o r t a l  d a n g e r  of f r iv o l l in g  a w ay  : : 

w ith  a im le s s  d riv in g , a n d  a im le s s  TV sh o w s w h ile  th e re  i s  a l l  th e  r ic h n e s s  

o f A r t  w a it in g  fo r  u s a s  a  N a tio n  if  w e p u t o u r  m in d  an d  o u r  m o n e y  in to  i t . '

Then th e r e  w e re  q u e s t io n s .  „ How ;c a n  w e b e g in  ex p o s in g  o u r  c h i ld r e n  

in  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l to  a r t .  g a l l e r i e s  a n d  sy m p h o n ic  m u sic .?  M r s .  M ayne ; 

o f S ioux  C ity , Iow a to ld    how  h e r  h o m e  tow n w as  one o f the  f i r s t  in  th e  

U n ite d  S ta te s  to  s u p p o r t  a  sy m p h o n y  f ro m  i t s  m u n ic ip a l ta x e s .  I t  w o rk s  

a n d  th e y  a r e  p ro u d  o f i t  now . She w a s  one of th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  new  m e m b e r s .  ■ 

I  l ik e d  h e r  v e r y  m u c h .  M r s .  Bob E c k h a rd t  f ro m  T e x a s  a s k e d  a  q u e s t io n  '

th a t  m a d e  yo u  f e e l  th a t  the  p ro g r a m  h a d  r e a l ly  s t i r r e d  up  so m e  i n t e r e s t  — .; | 

" W h a t  c a n  w e a s  C o n g re s s io n a l  w iv e s  do a b o u t i t ? "  R o g e r  S te v e n s  s a id , "O ne  ■.] 

th in g  i s , yo u  c a n  in fo rm  y o u r s e l f  a b o u t w h a t th e  N a tio n a l  C ou n c i l  of A r t s  i s  : ; 

d o in g  a n d  h e r e  i s  a  l i t t l e  b r o c h u r e  th a t  t e l l s  e v e ry th in g  so  th a t  y o u r  h u s b a n d  , ' v»

a n d  a l l  th e  o th e r  C o n g re s s m e n  you  know  c a n  w e ig h  how  th e y  f e e l  a b o u t th e  " , 

im p o r ta n c e  o f G o v e rn m e n t h e lp  to  th e  A r ts  w hen  th e  t im e  c o m e s  f o r  a  

f u r t h e r  e x ten s io n  of th e  p r o g r a m ."

F ig u r e s  a b o u t w h a t th is  c o u n try  sp en d s  on A r t  a n d  w h a t W es t G e rm a n y  

f o r  in s ta n c e  d o e s  h a d  r e a l l y  b e e n  s ta g g e r in g . We a r e  n ig g a rd ly . '
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T h e n  I  in v i te d  e v e ry o n e  to  jo in  the  C u r a to r ,  J im  K e tc h u m , f o r  W

a  to u r  o f th e  L in c o ln  R oom  a n d  the  T r e a ty  R oom  a n d  the Y e llo w  O v a l r - |

R o o m . - -  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  n e w  m e m b e r s  w h o m  I  h a d  in tro d u c e d  e a r l i e r  

in  th e  e v e n in g . .B u t  m a n y  of the  g u e s ts  c ro w d e d  a ro u n d  o u r  s p e a k e r s  

a n d  c o n g ra tu la te d  a n d  th a n k e d  th em  a n d  a s k e d  m o re  q u e s t io n s .  T h a t ' s 

a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  f e e l in g  fo r  a  h o s te s s  to  th in k  a  p a r ty  i s  g o in g , a n d  a s  I  

m o v e d  w ith  t h e  la d ie s  in to  th e  L in c o ln  Room," te l l in g  M rs ,  A b e r n e th y  ̂  v: 

a n d  Mrs. W h itten  w ho h a d  j u s t . .  f in is h e d  w ith  w ed d in g s  of th e i r  ow n, a b o u t How V: 

w e h a d  u s e d  th is  ro o m  fo r  L u c i’s b r id e s m a i d s  to  d r e s s  in .  I  c o u ld  h e a r  " 

a l l  a ro u n d  m e  the  c h a t t e r  o f p e o p le  w ho w e re  th r i l l e d ,  w a rm e d , e x c ite d , ■: 

w ith  th e  e v e n in g . : I t  w a s  a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  fe e lin g . ^ .

I  in v ite d  s e v e r a l  of th e  new  m e m b e r s  a n d  anyone  w ho w is h e d  to  I

go up  in to  o u r  en d  o f th e  h o u s e , p o in tin g  out es p e c ia l ly  to  th e m  th e  p a in tin g s  .

• - - ' ' 
th a t  th e , W hite  H o u se  h a s  a c q u i r e d  s in c e  w e 'v e  b e e n  h e r e  a n d  e x p r e s s in g  ■ 

f o r  th e  7 9 0 th  t im e  the  hope  th a t  w e m ig h t so m e  day  g e t a  Jo h n  S in g le to n  ^

C op ley .- W ho know s - - .  so m eb o d y  m ig h t know  th a t  so m eb o d y  th a t  m ig h t  k n ow ' j 

s o m e b o d y  th a t  m ig h t know  so m eb o dy a n d  m ig h t h e lp  b r in g  h e r e  on e  of th e  

p a in tin g s  th a t  I  a m  a f te r !  \   ̂ '

V ^  M r s .  P e t t i s  o f  C a l i fo rn ia  i s  one of the  p r e t t i e s t  new  m e m b e r s ,

a n d  N ad in e  E c k h a r d t  o n e o f the  l iv e l i e s t ,  1

■ I  r e a l i z e d  th a t  i t  w a s  g e ttin g  la te  a n d  a s k e d  J e r r y  f o r  a n  e s t i m a te  I

f r o m  th e  E a s t  R o o m . H e c a m e  b a c k  w ith  the  w o rd  th a t  the  P r e s id e n t  w a s   j
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sp e a k in g  a n d  a  good  m a n y  p e o p le  w e re  a sk in g  q u e s t io n s .  So I  h o p e fu lly  

w ro te  a  l i t t l e  n o te , fo ld e d  i t  u p , an d  s a id , " J e r r y ,  tak e  th is  to  the  .

P r e s id e n t .  " I t  w o rk e d . I  h a d  h a r d ly  ta k e n  the  n e x t th r e e  p e o p le  th ro u g h  

th e  f a m ily  d in in g  ro o m  p o in tin g  ou t D a n ie l W e b s te r 's  s id e b o a rd  a n d  

A n d re w  J a c k s o n 's  s i lv e r  a n d  L u c i  J o h n s o n 's  w ed d in g  p r e s e n t s  -- one 

f ro m  the  T r u m a n s  - -  b e fo re  w o rd  c a m e  th a t  the m e n  w e re  c o m in g  o u t an d  

th a t  w e c o u ld  jo in  th e m  i n  th e  d in in g  ro o m .

■  I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  good b r ie f in g .  I  k e p t on h e a r in g  so  f ro m  a l l  - s 

th e  m e n . N e v e r th e le s s  I  w a s  g la d  I  h a d  s e n t  the n o te  b e c a u s e  e v e ry b o d y  ‘ 

s e e m e d  a s  r a v e n o u s  a s  I  w a s  a n d  I  l ik e  to  le a v e  the  a u d ie n c e  a  b i t  h u n g ry  * 

w h ile  th e  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  s t i l l  a t  i t s  to p , I h a d  a  n ic e  l i t t l e  ta lk  w ith  the  ■ - 

A sp in a ll s —  he  is  ^ 'M r. C o n s e rv a t io n " .  A nd  w ith  the G len n  C u n n in g h a m s  - -  

h e  h a d  the s a m e  o p e ra t io n  on  h is  th r o a t  th a t L y ndon  h a d  l a s t  S e p te m b e r , 

a n d  s t i l l  s p e a k s  in  a  w h is p e r .  A nd  Sam  G ibbons w ho i s  h ig h  up  on the  

p o v e r ty  c o m m i t t e e .  - A n d  B a s i l  W h ite n e r  w ho w a n te d  to  know  w h en  I  w a s  

g o in g  c a m p a ig n in g  w ith  h im  a g a in .  With  ft«iitj-y  O lin  T e a g u e  a n d  M ab

a n d  J im  W r ig h t . John Y oung w a s  th e r e  w ith o u t J a n e  w ho i s  s t i l l  r e c u p e r a t in g   

f r o m  a n  o p e ra t io n .   ̂ - , ' : '

' I  s t e e r e d  o u r  s t a r ,  A g n es de M i l le ,  in to  the R ed  R oom  o n ce  sh e  

h a d  h e r  p la te  fu l l  I / '  a n d  th e n  s t e e r e d  B i l l  W ir tz

a n d  J a n e  in  to jo in  h e r .  A nd l a t e r  th e  S e c r e ta r y  of S ta te . I  w a n te d  to  m a k e  

i t  a  b r ig h t  e v en in g  fo r  h e r  too , a n d  to  show  m y  a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  the  v i ta l i ty .
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MEMORANDUM • ;'

.TH E W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I M O T O M

T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y  23 , 1967 ;

the  s t a r  q u a li ty , sh e  h a d  p o u re d  in to  o u r p ro g ra m .

P a g e  7

A t 9:30 L yndon w ent u p s ta ir s , and I soon  fo llo w ed .  ' ' ; ■

.E a c h  one  o f th e s e  h a s  t e e n  d if fe re n t,I - ;I t  w ou ld  be h a r d  to  c h o o se  

the  one I  th o u g h t m o s t  o u ts ta n d in g . T o n ig h t a p p ro a c h e d  the  b r ig h t  s a lo n  

I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  s e e  i t  b e . ' . ^

- L a t e r ,  L y n d o n  to ld  m e  d is q u ie tin g  th in g s , a b o u t th e  im e n ’s b r ie f in g .  

F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  D ean  R u sk ,, w hom  w e  a lw a y s  th in k  is  m a g n if ic e n t  - -  he  

s a y s  he  w o u ld  g iv e  h im  a n  "A " t im e - a f te r  t im e  - - " d id  n o t do w e l l . ' '  A n d  Bob 

M c N a m a ra  r e p e a te d  h im s e lf  o n c e . T h e y  b o th  lo o k e d  t i r e d ,  L yndon  th o u g h t. 

T h e y  a r e  so  in d is p e n s a b le ,  so  w o n d e rfu l - -  the  v e r y  id e a  g ive  s m e  a  

c h i l l .  .
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