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L y n d o n  w oke m e  a t  7 : 00. We b r e a k f a s te d  a n d  d r e s s e d  a n d  le f t

th e  h o u s e  a t  1 0  m in u te s  of 8 b y  the  l e a s t  f r e q u e n te d  d o o r  w e c o u ld  f in d .

W e  hope; th a t  w e c a n  e s c a p e  f ro m  th is  b i t  of go ing  to  c h u rc h  s u r ro u n d e d

b y  d o z e n s  o f p h o to g r a p h e r s .  ̂ ' I

We w ent to St. M ark 's.. It w as com m union, .but an extraord in ary  -

b r i e f  s e r v ic e . .  ' A nd  I  f in d  m y s e l f  m is s in g  B il l  B a x te r  v e r y  m u c h . 
. /  ‘  ̂ * ' . " ' I”' 

A s we drov e  aw ay, London sa id , ''Why don't w e  s top by J a c k  -  ■

B ro o k s ' a n d  h a v e  a  cu p  of c o ffe e ?"  T h is  on S unday  m o rn in g  a t  8 :3 0 !  I

r e m o n s t r a t e d  to  n o  a v a i l .  We s to p p e d  a n d  th e  a g e n t  w e n t up  t h e  s t a i r s  

: a n d  k n o ck ed . A nd  a f t e r  a  few  m o m e n ts  th e re  w as  J a c k  in  a  ro b e  p r a c t i c a l ly

rubbing h is  eyes, but saying "Com e on in this house." 

J a c k  a n d  C h a r lo t t e 's  h o u s e  is  fu r n is h e d  w ith  a n t iq u e s .  Y ou c o u n t '

. fo u r  c l o c k s , . a l l  a b o u t 1 0 0  y e a r s  o ld , in  the liv in g  r o o m . : I t h a d  b e e n  a  la te  • ■
. I

n ig h t . . ; T h e y  h a d  b e e n  to  a n  E m b a s s y  p a r ty  a n d  then  on to  s o m e th in g  c a l l e d  ' ‘3

'  ' ■
th e  " G i l d e d  C age",. B u t in  a  few  m o m e n ts , C h a r lo t te  c a m e  dow n the  

-  s t a i r s  in  a  b la c k  K o re a n  r o b e  L y n d o n  h a d  g iv e n  h e r .  She p u t o n  th e  c o ffe e  . :  ̂

• p o t, J a c k  l i t  the  f i r e  w h ich  w a s  a l r e a d y  la id ,  a n d  w e s e t t le d  in to  h is  o ld   ̂  ̂

V ic to r ia n  f u r n i tu r e  f o r  a  good, long , g ay  c h a t a b o u t the H o u se  o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

e s p e c ia l ly  the  T e x a s  d e le g a tio n . T h e r e  i s  a lw a y s  b a n te r in g  b e tw e e n  L y n d o n  - 

a rid  J a c k  w h ich  i s  v e r y  a m u s in g .  ̂ :

I t  w a s  n e a r ly  11:00 w h en  w e r e tu r n e d  to the  W hite H o u se  a f t e r  .

innu m e r a b le  c u p s  o f c o ffe e . A nd I  d id  so m e  d e s k  w o rk , a n d  L y n d o n  w e n t

to  h i s  o f f ic e . 'v ‘ V-- Z-
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A bout 1 :00 th e  V a le n tis  c a m e  b r in g in g  Courtn e y . A nd th e  A r th u r  

K r im s  c a m e  d o w n s ta i r s .  We w a tc h e d  th e  m id -d a y  TV  sh o w s a n d  th e n  h a d  

lu n c h . A n d  w h ile  w e w e r e  s i t t in g  a t  the  tab le ,- the  B ob J a c k s o n s  a r r i v e d  - -  

f r e s h  fro m , th e  w e d d in g  o f th e i r  so n  in  M o n tre a l ,  C a n a d a . a n o th e r  b e l l  th a t

V to l l s  o u r  a g e .  H e le n  w a s  l o o k in g  v e r y  p r e t ty  an d  Bob q u ite  a t  p e a c e  w ith  l i f e

■ h a v in g  s u r v iv e d  a  h e a r t  a t ta c k  a n d  a c h ie v e d  a  v e r y  s t ro n g  p la c e  i n  h is

“ p r o f e s s i o n  a s  n e w s p a p e r  m a n , a n d  h a d  ju s t  w itn e s s e d  the  v e r y  m u c h

a p p ro v e d  w ed d in g ̂o f  th e i r  o n ly  c h ild  w ho is  g e tt in g  h is  P h . D. a t  H a r v a r d .  ’

' '  T h e  K r im s  w e r e  go ing  to  le a v e  a t  3 :00 .; T h e i r  p r e s e n c e  i s  l ik e

 ̂ '  r  ̂ -
v e lv e t .  I t i s  c o m fo r ta b le  a n d  p le a s in g . We a s k e d  them  to  jo in  u s  o n  go ing  

to  T ex as  n e x t T h u r s d a y  n ig h t. , T h e  V a le n tis  le f t  to go to  S p a in , th e  K r im s  

; to  N ew  Y o rk , a n d  th e  r e s t  of u s  to ta k e  a  nap . - B u t I  r e a d  a n d  tu rn e d  a n d  

to s s e d , a n d  th e n  g o t up  a n d  w e n t to th e  b o w lin g  a l le y  w h e re  I  h a d  th r e e   ̂ ^  

■ brisk  g a m e s  - -  good fo r  e x e r c i s e  on ly . I t  i s  m u c h  l e s s  fun  w ith o u t
 

'  ............ '. • ' '  V: ; ■ ■ • ■ ' -  '• -*■' , '  • ' ■ T--' • V;.-- .

c o m p e ti t io n , b u t  I  e n jo y e d  m a k in g  127. A nd th e n  b a c k  ju s t  in  t im e  to  ’ 

d r e s s  f o r  6 :30  g u e s ts .

, , , ,  T h is  p a r ty  w a s  p la n n e d  f o r  th e  J a c k s o n s  an d  th ey  h a d  s e le c te d  the  ; j 

; g u e s t  l i s t .  T o m  a n d  M a r y  C la rk ,^  th e i r  o w n  C o n g re s s m a n  Jo h n  Y oung  .

„and J a n e ,  L iz  a n d  L e s  C a r p e n te r ,  the  P a r k  E n g le s  - -  to w h o se  h o u se  

y L y n d o n  h a d  ta k e n  m e  w ith in  th e  f i r s t  w e e k  a f t e r  w e c am e  h e r e ,  r ig h t  

a f t e r  C h r i s tm a s  in  1934!  Som e of h is  f o r m e r  c o n f r e r e s  in  the  n e w s p a p e r   |

f r a t e r n i ty ,  C la r k  B e e c h , a n d  the  B il l  B e a le s  - -  h is  o ld  b o s s  a t  th e  A s s o c ia te d  

%

P r e s s ,  a n d  T e d  C ook . A nd  the o ld e s t  f r ie n d s  of a l l ,  the  A r th u r  P e r r y s ,
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A r th u r  h a d  l iv e d  in  th e  b a s e m e n t  of th e  D odge H o te l a lo n g  w ith  B ob 

a n d  L y n d o n  f ro m  '32  to  '3 4 . A nd  the  ev en in g  w a s  fu ll  o f  "do you r e m e m b e r " ,

a n d  lo n g -a g o , y o u th fu l a n e c d o te s ,  th a t  w e so m eh o w  fin d  m o r e  a m u s in g  e a c h

' t im e  th e y  a r e  to ld .  And the  B il l  W h ite s  w e re  th e r e .  : H e w as of that vintage.

A nd M r s .  T om  C onnol ly , s t i l l  lo o k in g  e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  b e a u tifu l:  I  h a v e  no

id e a  how  o ld  sh e  i s .  She is  p ro b a b ly  the  on ly  w o m an  w ho h a s  e v e r  b e e n

m a r r i e d  to  tw o U n ite d  S ta te s  S e n a to r s !  ̂ : V

It was biting cold outside which m a d e  the b r ig h t  f i r e  a l l  the  m e r r i e r ,

a n d  th e  a tm o s p h e r e  w a s  w a rm  a n d  e a s y  a n d  fu l l  of the  ta lk  of o l d  f r ie n d s

m a n y  r e m in is c e n c e s .  O ne of the  m o s t  d e lig h tfu l of w h ich  w a s  M r s . T o m

C o n n o lly  w ho t o ld  how  w h en  sh e  w as  a  young g i r l  of 18, s e n t  o ff to  b o a rd in g

rt
s c h o o l in  W ash in g to n ,  h e r  f a t h e r ’s C o n g re s s m a n , M o rr is  S h e p h e rd , h a d  ^

c o m e  c a l l in g  on  h e r  in  a  c a r r i a g e  a n d  e s c o r te d  h e r  to the  N a tio n a l T h e a t r e  —  

A nd a l s o ,  how  m a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r   w h en  sh e  w a s  m a r r i e d  to  h e r  s e co nd  

h u s b a n d , S e n a to r  T o m  C onnolly^ , a nd  tim e  c a m e  fo r  h im  to  v a c a te  h is  

o ff ic e ,  h e  p a c k e d  a l l  h is  p a p e r s  la b e l in g  each one o f them  v e r y  c a r e fu l ly ,  

" P e r s o n a l ,  p r iv a t e " . Som ehow  the  m o v e r s  g o t them m ix e d  up  w ith  c a r to n s  

o f  the  o th e r  p a p e r s  w h ic h  w e re  b e in g  ta k en  a w ay  to be  b u rn e d . 

b u rn e d  a n d  th a t  i s  enough  to  g iv e  a n  A r c h iv is t  n ig h tm a re ! A nd  w ith  a l l  

the  ta lk  a b o u t th e  L ynd o n  J o h n so n  L ib r a r y  to  w h ich  I  h a v e  l i s te n e d  a n d  

p a r t i c ip a te d  in  fo r  th e s e  l a s t  th r e e  y e a r s ,  i t  w a s  a  f r ig h te n in g  s to r y .  I  

a m  g la d  th a t  o u r s  h a s  b e e n  p ro c e e d in g  fo r  9 y e a r s  u n d e r  p r o f e s s io n a l  

h e lp ,  b e c a u s e  w h en  th e  b e l l  to l ls  a n d  th e  d a y  c o m e s  fo r  u s  to  le a v e  th is
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•o ff ic e , th e  P a n d e m o n iu m  w i l l  b e  en o u g h  to need all p ro p e r^  s a f e g u a r d s .

■ , . L o ts  of  d e lig h tfu l s to r i e s  w e re  to ld . H e le n  to ld  a b o u t

th e m  h a v in g  th e  s a m e  w ed d in g  a n n iv e r s a r y  th a t  w e d id  tw o y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

a n d  a b o u t how  w h en  sh e  w e n t to th e  h o s p i ta l  to h av e  h e r  c h ild , i t  w as  on

- th e  d a y  L y n d o n  w a s  e le c te d  to  th e  S e n a te , i A nd a s  sh e  c a m e  o u t of the 

e th e r  sh e  b e g a n  to  a s k  no t " i s  i t  a  g i r l  o r  a  b o y ?", b u t " d id  L y n d o n  Jo h n so n

w in  ? "   T h e  n u r s e s  m u s t  h a v e  th o u g h t sh e  w as n u ts .
; , > - r  ^ -

A n d  th e n  M r . B e a le  I  b e l ie v e  i t  w a s  to ld  one of th o se  s to r i e s  th a t  

. ‘ - ' -  
, V . a lw a y s  h a p p e n s  th a t  th e  p e r s o n  w hom  i t ' s  to ld  a b o u t c an n o t r e a l l y  r e m e m b e r

th a t  w ay . H e s a id  th a t  w hen  B ob J a c k s o n  le f t  h is  job  w ith  the  A s s o c ia te d  

P r e s s  to  go to  T e x a s ,  h e  s a id  to  h im , "B e  s u r e  a n d  k e ep  y o u r  e y e  on th is  

y o u n g  m a n  L y n d o n  J o h n s o n .  He m a y  b e  P r e s id e n t  one d a y . " L a te r  B ob

co n fid ed , th a t  in sp ite  of h is  u n l im ite d  c o n fid e n ce  in  L yndon  a n d  d e v o tio n

h e  c o u ld n 't  r e m e m b e r  r e a l l y  h av in g  s a id  i t .  - . ^

After drinks we loaded o u r  p la te s  b uf f e t  s ty le  f r o m  th e  ta b le
- ' , ........ ...............■"

in  th e  f a m ily  d in in g  ro o m , 'a n d  I  to o k  a  g ro u p  in to  the  W es t H a ll  a n d  L yndon  

w ith  o th e r s  in to  th e  Y ellow  R o o m . ^ L iz  w as  a  g r e a t  h e lp  in  k e e p in g  e v e ry o n e
• •' ■ -'r •,

l iv e ly  a n d  c o n v e r s a t io n  go ing  in  h e r  g ro u p s . -

, 'A fte r  d in n e r  I  su g g e s te d , th a t w e go d o w n s ta ir s  to  s e e  a  s h o r t  m o v ie ,

 " J o u r n e y  to  the  P a c i f ic "  - - .  th e  USIA f ilm , 42 m in u te s  lo n g , o f o u r  l7  d a y s  i 

in  A s ia . B ob w a s  e n c h a n te d  w ith  i t .  T h e  p h o to g ra p h y  is  g r e a t ,  th ough  i t  d o e s   

n o t h a v e  th e  p o e t r y  of th e  t r i p  to  M ex ico  - -  th e  one  th e m e  ru n n in g  a l l  t h e  w a y  . 

th ro u g h . A nd a la s  th e re  i s  to o  m u c h  q u o ta tio n  f ro m  s p e e c h e s  in the voice 
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o f the  s p e a k e r .  We w o u ld  h a v e  f a r e d  b e t t e r  to h a v e  the p r o f e s s io n a l  

n a r r a t o r  c a r r y in g  m o r e  of the s to r y .  A n d  th e n  w e saw  " P a n ch o "  - -  a  

H e a d s ta r t  f i lm  f o r  20 m in u te s . A nd B ob s a id , " I 'm  p ro u d  t o  s a y  C o rp u s  

C h r i s t i  h a s  go t one of the  b e s t  H e a d s ta r t  p r o g r a m s  in  th e  w h o le  U n ite d  S ta te s . '

: I t  i s  a lw a y s  good  to  g e t a u d ie n c e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  a n d  a p p ro v a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  ;

-  if  i t  i s  th e  e d i to r  of the  p o w e rfu l lo c a l  p a p e r .  ~ x . i . .

I had had after-dinner drinks brought in to  th e  th e a t r e .  I  A n d  w h en  ' ' • ■ ■ 

.w e  e m e r g e d ,  e v e ry b o d y  w as  r e a d y  to  go h o m e . ;But a s  th e y  a l l  s a id  th e i r  

; g o o d n ig h ts  a n d  d e p a r te d  I  c o u ld  s e e  a  s e r io u s  e x p r e s s io n  on L i z 's fa c e . - 

I  c o u ld  n o t ju d g e  w h a t w a s  co m in g . She c a m e  up  an d  to ld  m e  v e r y  q u ie t ly  

■ ■ th a t  sh e  h a d  h a d  a  te le p h o n e  c a l l  f ro m  H e le n 's  b r o th e r .  H e r  f a th e r  h a d

V "
, d ie d  th is  m o rn in g . T h e y  h a d  n o t w a n te d  to  te l l  h e r  b e fo re ; th e  p a r ty .  I t  

w o u ld  b e  im p o s s ib le  fo r  h e r  to r e t u r n  to T e x a s  an y  s o o n e r  anyw ay.; A nd

■ 0 h e  w a s , a f t e r  a l l , 92 . She, L iz , h a d  c h e c k e d  th e  e a r l i e s t  c o n n e c tio n s . T h e y  - 

w o u ld  b e  a t  n o o n  th e  n e x t  day.' N o th in g  re m a in e d  b u t to  te l l  H e le n . . B ob 

'■ an d  L iz  d id  to g e th e r .  She h a d  sp e n t m o s t  o f th e  tim e  s in c e  m id - D e c e m b e r  

close to him so  i t  w a s  no g r e a t  su d d en  b lo w  - -  j u s t  the f in a l  f a r e w e l l .  I t  w a s  

w is e  to h a v e  w a ite d , b e c a u s e  now  sh e  h a d  a  h ap p y , u n m a r r e d  e v e n in g  to  

r e m e m b e r .  B o b ’ s te n d e r n e s s  w a s  sw e e t to  w a tch . H e p r a c t i c a l ly  e n fo ld e d  

h e r  a n d  w a s  so  q u ic k  to  s a y  how  m u c h  sh e  h a d  done . He w e n t u p  a n o th e r  

n o tc h  in  m y  a f fe c t io n . I  a s k e d  the  C h ie f  to  ta k e  h e r  u p  s o m e  s le e p in g  

m e d ic in e ,  a n d  s a id  m y  g o o d n ig h ts . A nd th en  w en t in  a n d  g o t a  ru b  a n d

ii

w a s  in  b e d  a t  a  r e a s o n a b le  hou r .
_____ -a-ii— ....................................................................................  ...


