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T e x a s  In d ep end en ce Day began  e a r ly  w ith  talk ing w ith  L iz  and  

B e s s  about a r ra n g em en ts  fo r  the h ou se  g u ests  --- M argaret and C lifton  

D a n ie l in  the P in ea p p le  room , sh arin g  the s ittin g  room  w ith  C h a r le s  T aft,

• w ho w ou ld  b e -in  the R e d  T o ile . And B a rb a ra  E isen h o w er  a c r o s s  the h a ll 

in  303. ' '

" . And then o ff to Spanish, e v en  e a r ly , b e c a u se  I m is s  so  m u ch  o f it

'.' . la t e ly  and it  i s  m y  v e r y  own two h ou rs in  the w eek . T h ere  w a s ju st G ra ce  ■ ;
C  ' ' • .

and  I .  A nd then I w en t on, to lunch  a t the "C ity T avern" . It i s  gay and

abandoned fo r  m e to go to lunch th ese  days out o f the W hite H ou se . B e r y l

P ic k le  w a s h av in g  a  few  fr ien d s  fo r  M r s .  L iv in gston , w h o se  husband

D r . L iv in g s to n , i s  a d d r e ss in g  the T ex a s  Exes ton igh t...  Mab W right and

: Jean  Ik a r d .. .  And i t  w a s su ch  fun to s it  around and h ea r  about A u stin  and

th e U n iv e r s ity , c a su a l fem in in e  ch a tter . In the Senate and the V ice
 ' •. - ’i'.

P r e s id e n c y , I  w en t out to lunch 3, 4, or  5 tim es  a w eek . Now it  is  an : 

e v e n t. "̂

T he "C ity T a v er n " is  d ig n ified  and qu iet. It w as a  p le a sa n t change  

of p a ce . ^ / -

• .' B a ck  a t the W hite H ouse in  the m id -a ftern o o n  I had a  p ic tu re  w ith  

the ch a irm a n  o f the N ation al C ap ita l F lo w er  show  w hich  I w a s  su p p o sed  to 

op en  tom orrow . M u r ie l had c h e e r fu lly  a ccep ted  to su b stitu te  for  m e ,  

le a v in g  m e  fr e e  to go to T ex a s  tonight. And th is w as ju st a s m a ll  reco g n itio n , 

th ree  c o lu m n s  of p u b lic ity , to rem in d  p eop le  to go.

,v .
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B e r y l had m en tio n ed  that sh e  w as taking D r. and M rs . L iv in g sto n  

. 7 ; ' in to the W hite H ouse e a r ly  in the m orn ing on the 9:00 tou r, and I sa id , " N o .

C om e th is  a ftern o o n  w hen you can  have a p riva te  tour, and m ayb e I ' l l  g e t  

' " - to  s to p  in  and h ave a cup of te a ."  I found them  in the R ed  R oom , and ta lk ed  

to  D r . L i v in g s t o n  a  b i t .  He had not s e e n  the A ndrew  G la ss  a r t ic le  on the

L ib r a r y .  I go t i t  fo r  him  and su g g e ste d  that he look  up the F a ir l ie a r t ic le s .

He w a s  a t tr a c t iv e .  I  w a s proud of the c a lib e r  o f our U n iv e r s ity 's  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  

And then it  w a s t im e  to go up to the W est H all to m e e t the h o u se  :
■ ••••'. -A-: • ■  ̂ -

g u e s ts  - -  C h a r le s  T aft w h o se  fa th er  W illiam  H oward T aft b e c a m e  P r e s id e n t

- ' ' in  190 9 ,  a n d  M r s .  V an S ea g r a v es , the granddaughter of FD R  who had liv e d

. fo r  a y e a r  or m o r e  h ere  w ith  h er  m o th er  Anna R o o se v e lt  and v is i t e d  often   

during the 13 y e a r s .  And B arb ara  E isen h o w er , so fr e sh  and w h o le so m e  ■ C 

and p re tty . And M a rg a re t T ru m an, a r r iv in g  la te  b e c a u se  sh e  had taken' 

the tra in  --  sh e d o esn 't l ik e  a ir p la n e s . H er q u ietly  so p h is t ic a te d  husband, - I

C lifton  D a n ie l, had a r r iv e d  b e fo re . ' . • ' ^

 So w e a l l  sa t  aroun d  in  the W est H all w ith  a cup of tea  and ta lk ed

ab ou t th e ir  l i f e  and t im e s  h e r e . It gave m e a ch a n ce  fo r  the p r iv a te  v is i t  

I had  ex p ec ted  to have o v e r  a n ig h t-ca p  or the seco n d  cup of co ffe e  in  the  

m o r n in g . I had a sk e d  L iz  to c a l l  them and to a p o lo g ize  for  the fa c t  that 

L yndon and I  m igh t be le a v in g  r igh t on the h e e l s o f our g u e s ts  a t 9:30  

fo r  a  w eek en d  in  T e x a s , w ith  Lynda B ir d  stay in g  on a s  th e ir  h o s t e s s .  ;

T h ey  a ll  s e e m e d  d e lig h tfu lly  e x c ited , but not a s  m uch a s  m e . And M r. C harles^

. ■ ■ . V ,



MEMORANDUM .• .

1
THE WHITE HOUSE

W A S H I N O T O N

T h u rsd ay , M arch  2 , 1967 P a g e  3

T aft handed m e  an en v elop e  w ith  p ic tu re s  of the h ou se  w h ere  h is  fa th er  

grew  up - - h is  gran dfath er' s h ou se  - - the old  T aft h o m e, w hich  is  now  

ow ned by so m eb o d y  e ls e .  The fa m ily  is  a ttem p tin g  to get it  m ade a  part 

o f the N ation a l P a r k  S e r v ice , --. a  le s s o n  to m e in  how long it  tak es  

fo r  th ese  th in gs to happen - -  s in c e  h is  fa th er  h as b een  out o f the p r e s id e n c y  

^now for  5 4  y e a r s .  " ‘i-- >.■ ^

We b egan  to g et w ord  that it  m ight be one of th ose  n igh ts - -  a  la te

• v o te . T he H ou se  m em b e r s  m igh t not g e t  h e r e  un til 6:30 or m ayb e even

 7 :00 . - . -

 ̂ I went to dress and L iz  gath ered  up the g u ests  for p ic tu re -ta k in g  •

under th e ir  a n c e s to r s '  p o r tr a it  or  th e ir  fa v o r ite  spot in the W hite H ou se - -  . 

a m e m o r y  o f the day. T h is  w as the la s t  b ig  n ight - -  the e igh th  R ecep tio n .

So I w o r e  m y  pink d r e s s  and fe lt  qu ite gal a . > %

B y  6:00 th ere  w ere  a lr ea d y  20 or so  g u e s ts  p r e se n t. So I w en t  

down to the G reen  R oom  to r e c e iv e  them  w ithout Lyndon who w a s  ta ck lin g    

. h is  d e sk  w h ile  th ey  gath ered . '

■ T h ey  d r ifted  in, in  ra th er  a lp h a b etica l ord er  a s  they v o ted  - -  so m e

le a v in g  w ithout v o tin g . - .......... ’’

Lyndon jo in ed  us a l i t t le  b e fo re  7:00 w hen th ere w e r e  s t i l l  a dozen  

o r  m o r e  to a r r iv e .  And a l it t le  p a st 7:00 he took them  o ff to the E a s t  

R oom  and I a sk ed  the la d ie s  to fo llo w  m e to the Q ueens' R oom . |

E a ch  tim e  I have awaited th ese  p ro g ra m s w ith  trep id ation  and ^

u n cer ta in ty . T onight I fe lt  m o r e  su re  than any — that it  w a s go in g  to b e  good .  
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And it  w a s sm a sh in g ! Lynda B ird  w as the m o d era to r . The m e m o r ie s  

spanned  62 y e a r s ,  b eg inn ing  w ith  C h a r les  T aft who w as the f ir s t  sp ea k er  

a c tu a lly  w en t b a ck  to fiv e  y e a r s  b e fo r e  h is  fa th er  ca m e  in  b e c a u se  he w a s  

a m e m b er  of the "White H ouse gang" so  c a l le d , a s  a v e r y  young sch o o l  

fr ie n d  of Quentin  R o o se v e lt  in 1904. And ending w ith  Lynda B ir d  who to ld  

of h er  own t im e s  h e r e . . .  t h e  co stu m e  p arty  w h ere th ere  had b een  th ree  '

: T eddy R o o s e v e lt s ,  p lay in g  in  the snow  on the South L aw n w ith  W a rrie  L y n n. .

W ith  each  p e r so n  I thought th ey  co u ld n 't b e t te r . C h a r les  T aft, the f ir s t ,

. r e c a lle d  how  h is  fa m ily  h ad  b rou gh t a w h ite  Pierce Arrow - -  the f i r s t  m otor  

 ca r  into W h ite  H ou se l i f e ,  and how  he and  Quenti n R o o se v e lt  had ridden  . ; 

up and down in  the e lev a to r  one in  the cab and one un dern eath  w h ere  

the lu ggage w a s su p p osed  to go - -  one pushing the "up" and the o th er  

pushing the "down" button, probab ly sh orten in g  the l i f e  o f the e le v a to r , ^

or c e r ta in ly  it s  e ff ic ie n c y . ■ I , -

And then "S istie" D a h l  -- or, so  I r em em b er e d  h e r ,  and w a s  a s to n ish e d  , 

w hen sh e c o r r e c te d  h e r  nam e to Ha lsted . And I found, su d d en ly  and qu ite - 

su r p r is in g ly  that I f e l t  s o r r y  for  h e r , that she w a s  r e a lly  p rob ab ly  qu ite  

sh y  and h e r  t im es  h e r e  had not b een  tru ly  happy t im e s . B ut then I f e lt  '

; ju st l ik e  B a rb a ra  E isen h o w er  who sa id  that liv in g  in  the W hite H ouse gave  

h e r  a "p inch  m e" fe e lin g . She w a s  so  natural and w h o le so m e  and p r e tty  

that one im m ed ia te ly  resp on d ed  w ith  w arm th  to h er . And I lo v e d  h e r  s to r y  

about the th ree  ch ild ren  putting on a C h r istm a s pageant in  the E a s t  H all

i ■,
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fo r  th e ir  gran d p aren ts - -  the th ree  o f them  p laying  nine p a rts  and ru sh in g  

in to  the Q u e e n s ' Room  and the L in co ln  R oom  to change c o s tu m e s  and then  

put to be W ise m en  or A n g e ls  or the V irg in  M ary, w h atev er  the s c r ip t  c a lle d  

fo r .  .

M a r g a r e t  T ru m an D a n ie l i s  a s  m atter- o f - fa c t  a s  h e r  fa th e r , v e r y

a s su r e d , quite good  look in g , te llin g  about p laying ping pong on the th ird  

f lo o r  w ith  h e r  m o th er  w ho w a s a w h iz , and h e r  fa th e r 's  w e ll  known  a ttem p t

■ to fr ig h te n  h e r  and two o f h er  g ir l  fr ien d s  w ho w ere  spending the n igh t in
■ ' /  > y'~’“ ^

 the L in co ln  b ed .  He had planned to  s e n d  in  a  serv a n t dressed in a sheet wearing h is  ( t h e   

P r e s id e n t ’s) own ta ll Ina u gural hat and I su pp ose a b ea rd .

• : • T h e  f i r s t  th ree  s e e m e d  to rem em b er  the W hite H ou se  w ith  a c e r ta in  

aw e and r e v e r e n c e  and happy n o sta lg ia . M a rg a ret w ith m o re  d etach m en t - -  ■

sh e  cou ld  take it or  le a v e  it. , ’ ■

One fa sc in a tin g  fa c t  M r. C h a r les  T aft to ld  w as that the e n t ir e  

conten t o f h is  fa th e r ’s p a p ers  for  h is  fou r  y e a r s  in  office was so m e  500 ,000
...  ........... '

p ie c e s .  And fo r  the f i r s t  y ea r  of P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y's, it  w as a  m illio n , 

f iv e  hundred thousand. We a r e  d evou red  by com m u n ica tion s in  to d a y 's  

w o r ld .  • '

T h e p rogram  w as so  fa sc in a tin g  and the exch ange o f  c o n v e r s a t ion - 

a fter w a rd  so  e n th u s ia st ic  that it  w as n e a r ly  9:00 w hen w e w ent d o w n sta irs  

to jo in  the m en . E v eryb od y  w a s ra ven ou s. I tr ie d  to have L ynda, B e s s ,  

m e , so m eb o d y , to s e e  that ea ch  o f our g u ests  on the p rogram  fe lt  a t h o m e ,

•< >

m e t Lyndon, w e r e  in trod u ced  to the m e n. 
■ ' .r.— I ;'• f.
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T h ere  w as fo r  m e  the ex tra  gay fe e lin g  in the a ir  b e ca u se  it  w as the la s t  

of the R e c e p tio n s . It had b een  an e x c it in g  s u c c e s s .  And w e w e r e  gettin g  

off r ig h t a fter w a rd  fo r  T ex a s  - -  a so r t  of vaca tion  fe e lin g .

T h e re  w e r e  8 1 s t  e r s  - -  the Sydney H erlon gs and Tom  S teed s ;   

T ex a n s  - -  Bob P o a g e  and F r a n c e s , and the Graham  P u r c e lls ,  t h e  new  

R ep u b lica n s fro m  the panhandle - -  the Bob P r ic e s , a nd the a ttr a c tiv e  

L a tin o s , the de la  G a rza s.

Joe E v in s w a s ta lk ing about m y  approaching tr ip  to T e n n e ss e e , and 

I to the D ick  B o ll in g s  about the p lea sa n t tim e w e had had a t th e ir  h o u se .

I doubt that anyone know s how  g a l a  I f e e l  it  is  to go out to d in n er.

■ T h ere  w e r e  o ld - t im e r s , C het H o lif ie ld s  and Abe M ulter and  B a r r a t t  

O'Hara. And a ttra c tiv e  young P a u l R o g e rs . The C o n g r e ssm e n , the s ta f f , 

w e r e  t e l l i n g  m e that Lyndon had b een  a t h is  b e s t , and that the b r ie f in g s V

w e r e  r e a lly  fab u lou s. J

 ̂ A l i t t l e  b e fo r e  10:00 Lyndon and I q u ietly  s lip p ed  out. I a sk e d  Lynda

to m ak e ev ery th in g  a s  w arm  a s  p o s s ib le  fo r  our h ou se  g u e s ts . M a rg a re t  
had  to ld  m e sh e  w a s  going to F lo r e n c e 's .  :

So w e jo in ed  J e s s e  and the A rthur K rim s in  the D ip lo m a tic  R ecep tio n  

R oom  and b oa rd ed  the h e lic o p te r , and w e re  off for T e x a s . I  w en t to bed and

- s le p t , soun d ly  and h a p p ily ^  Som ething I a lm o s t  n ev er  do on p la n es .

W e  c h a n g e d  a t  R a n d o lp h  to  th e  J e ts ta r , s le e p ily , and w e r e  a t the

R anch  by 12 :30. A l i t t le  too w ide aw ake now, so  I rea d  w ith  that s e l f -

■ i.
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ind ulgent fe e lin g  - -  a  m o st  h ila r io u s , d e ligh tfu l book, W illiam  F au lk n er  

in  a funny v e in  - -  " T h e  R ea v ers"  w hich  M argy M cN am ara had g iv en  m e

fo r  C h r is tm a s . — 
. . . .  . . . .

R e lish in g  that s e n se  of having done m y  job w e ll - -  though the  

cred it i s  B e s s '  and L iz 's. We en terta in ed  the en tire  C o n g ress  in  groups

.of 70 c o u p le s  o r  s o  in  a  s e r ie s  of e ig h t r ec e p tio n s . And i t  w a s o v e r ! And

d is p a s s io n a te ly  I cou ld  sa y  it  w as good. = „ ; i


