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I t  w as one of th o se  r a t - a - t a t  d ay s , I t  began  e a r ly  w ith  b r e a k fa s t  

w ith  Lyndon. And th en  to S panish  c la s s .  Two h o u rs  in  a  c a p su le , two 

h o u rs  o f 'a p p lic a tio n  to only  one thing, of re la x a tio n  and  in d u lg en ce . M aybe 

I d o n 't  l e a r n  m u ch  bu t I lik e  i t .  V , • •

-  ̂ Back at the W hite H ouse I h ad  a  qu ick  co n fe ren c e  w ith  M ax B ro o k s .

He a n d  M a r ie t ta  a r e  spend ing  s e v e ra l  n ig h ^ w ith  u s . She is  h e r e  on UNESCO 

C o m m itte e  b u s in e s s ;  and  l a t e r  going on a n 'a r t  tr ip , so m eth ing  th a t a fflu e n t 

m id d le ra g e d  an d  e ld e r ly  w om en o f m y  a cq u a in tan ce  a r e  d o in g .m o re  and  ; 

m o re .  And then  a  s e s s io n  w ith  L iz  abou t the 8 :sp ee c h es  th a t I w ill be  do ing  , : 

o n  the  t r ip  to  W est V irg in ia ,. N o rth  C a ro lin a  and  T e n n e sse e . A ctu a lly , 

th ey  a r e  ro llin g  off so  e a s i ly  I  am  w o r r ie d  fo r  fiear th e re  i s  so m eth in g  

w ro n g  w ith  them  .

: T h en  a  f ittin g  w ith  the n ice  peop le  f ro m  Bonw it T e l le r  w ith  m y 

B en  Zucke rm a n  c lo th e s  - -  th e  l a s t  th re e  of m y Spring  o u tfit I  hope." I  c a n 't

g e t o v e r  the s lig h tly  r id ic u lo u s  fee lin g  th a t c lo th es  should, tak e  up so  m u ch  

tim e , :th a t you .sta.nd  a n d  s tan d  an d  look  a t  sw a tch es  and  m ak e  l i s t s  of l a s t  

y e a r 's  th in g s  an d  w hat you need  to f i t  in fo r  the big ev en ts  of the y e a r . th a t 

r e q u ire  new  d r e s s e s  - -  the C o n g re s s io n a l b ru n ch , the S enate L a d ie s  lu nch , 

the D ip lo m atic  R ecep tio n , a  long p a r ty  d r e s s  fo r  the M ili ta ry  R ecep tio n , 

an d  of c o u rse  a r r i v a l  c e re m o n y  c lo th e s .

I have a  s o r t  of a  s c h iz o p h re n ic  fee lin g  th a t I 'm  c a s t  in  a  ro le  th a t 

I w as n e v e r  rn ea n t fo r . And i t  is  p ro b a b ly  no t r ig h t to spend  a s  m u ch  tim e  

a n d  m o n ey  on c lo th e s . And on the o th e r  h and  a  s o r t  of v a in , fem in in e , '
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in c re a s in g  d e lig h t a n d  th ink ing  I  look r a th e r  w e ll in  them , a  b i t  younger 

an d  s l im m e r  th an  a  good m an y  of m y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s .

" ^  vThe f it t in g s  la s te d  u n til ju s t , t im e  to jo in  Lyndon a t  the  e le v a to r  . 

a s  he  w en t down to h is  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e , te le v ise d  in  the E a s t  R oom . ‘I  

 ̂ a lw a y s ,h a v e  th a t r id in g  in a tumbril  fee lin g . He looked  con fiden t, b re e z y .

I w a s -v e ry  p ro u d  of h im . A; ' . '

: v ' l  w o re  m y  m in t g re e n  s i lk  a n d  s a t  in  a  lone c h a ir  on h is  r ig h t, ’■ f  - 

“ an d  the o rd e a l  b eg an . - ' , ■

. . a .’ . v e ry  in te re s tin g  p r e s s  co n fe ren c e  to m e . K now ing the ̂

s tra in ::th a t Lyndon had  b ee n  u n d e r  I  m a rv e lle d  th a t he could  be s o - r e s t r a in e d  

a lm o s t  b lan d , d ig n ified , c a lm , even  p e rh a p s  a l i t t le  b it  too s lo ŵ . ^  '.i"

He b eg an  w ith  a  s u r p r i s e ,  a sk in g  C o n g re ss  to r e s to r e  the in v e s tm e n t r 

c r e d i t  and  the  use, of a c c e le r a te d  d e p re c ia tio n  fo r  b u ild in g s^

C huck  B a iley  a sk e d  the in e v ita b le  q u e s tio n  about p au se  in  bom bing . ;

I t  s e e m  to  m e  ev ery b o d y  m u s t know by  now the s to ry  -
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A nd th en  th e re  w as an  in ev itab le  q u e s tio n . M a ri a nne M eans a sk e d  i t .  v '

T h a t i s ,  p lan s  fo r  ' 6 8 . W ould you end a ll  the sp ec u la tio n  f i r s t  and  te l l  u s  if  ' v 

you in ten d  to  ru n  in  ' 68? "A nd if  H u b e r t H u m p h rey  w ill be y o u r ru n n in g  m a te  ? - 

 ̂ I t w as lik e  a  p lay  . : T h is  w as one of th e  b ig  l i n e s , .and  the au d ien ce  w as 

v e r y  q u ie t .  Lyndon ro s e  to i t  lik e  a good  a c t o r . ' "I a m  n o t re a d y  to  m ak e  a 

d e c is io n  ab o u t m y  fu tu re  a f te r  J a n u a ry ,  1969, a t th is  tim e .  I  th in k  down th e  

r o a d . . . " ,  e tc .  And th en  glow ing w o rd s  about H u b e rt.

H e w as v e r y  m u ch  in  c h a rg e  th ro u g h o u t and  i t  n e v e r  showed m o re  th e n  ■ 

w hen th e y  b e g a n  to  q u es tio n  h im  abou t h is  c r i t i c s  on V i e t n a m , h o p in g , I  a m  '

' s u r e ,  fo r  so m e e x p re s s io n  of b i t te rn e s s  o r  h o s t i l i ty .  . • : . ” - . -

• T h ey  got a  v e r y  s o f t  a n s w e r . " I 'm  ju s t  not in  a  p o s itio n  to  know how m u ch  

in fo rm a tio n  e ach  c r i t i c  o f m y  p o licy  in  V ie t-N am  happens to  have * I m ig h t s a y  ; 

th a t  it, s e e m s  obvious to  m e th a t som e of th em  do n eed  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  -■ '

_ so m e tim e s  . " A m ild  lau g h  r ip p le d  a c r o s s  th e  ro o m . j

" -;And th e n  i t  w as o v e r  and  he to o k  m y  a r m . I th re w  h im  a  c o n g ra tu la to ry  :

. - look, w ith  m y eyes, which  I m ean t, to be a l l  b a lm  an d  v e lv e t . T hen  we ru s h e d

o u t b e tw een  th e  m a s s e d  l in e s  of r e p o r t e r s  w ith  Joe  Califano  and  J a c k  V a le n ti 

. a n d  Ja k e  and  G eo rg e  C h ris tian .; ‘‘ in  o u r  w ak e .

\ - -U p s ta ir s ,  we w en t th ro u g h  th e  p o s tm o rte m  - -  a lw ays one of th e  m o s t 

in te re s t in g  h a lf  h o u r s .  And we a l l  fe lt  p re t ty  e la te d , I th in k .

Som e tim e  w hen Lyndon w as ou t of the ro o m . J a c k  u s e d  th e  e x p re s s io n  

in  d e s c r ib in g  L y n d o n 's  y e a r s  < , a s  P r e s id e n t . T h is  w as a  quote f ro m  som ebody  

e ls e  - -  I  w o n d er w h o . "N ev e r h a s  one P re s id e n t  done so m u ch  and  ig n ite d  so
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fe w ."  B ut w ill the  doing be re c o rd e d  in  h is to ry ?  T h a t i s  one of to d a y ’s 

p u z z le s  th a t  I hope to  liv e  to  se e  to m o rro w  give an  an sw e r  to .  O r do es  i t  

m a t te r  if  you  g e t the  job  d o n e , w h e th e r  you g e t the  r e c o g n itio n ? I th in k  i t  

d o e 3 b e c a iise  you d o n 't have th e  fu e l to  con tinue g e ttin g  the  job  done w ithou t 

th e  m o m en tu m  of s u c c e s s .

M o re  f it t in g s  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  and  d e sk  w o rk . I had  c a lle d  E d  an d  A lice  

; ; W e is l to- a sk them to spend  the n igh t w ith  u s  so th a t we cou ld  have a  good ta lk  '

. b e fo re  o r  a f te r  th e y  w ent to  a  d in n e r fo r  th e  D e m o c ra tic  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e .

T h ey  c o u ld n * t.. B ut th ey  w ould be by fo r  a  v i s i t ,  .

I w b re 'm y  g o ld  Ayub K han even ing  d r e s s  w hich M ollie  P a r n i s  h ad  m ad e  u p ,

and  jo in e d  th e m  in  th e  W est H all a  l i t t l e  p a s t 7 :3 0 . ■ : : ;

L y n d o n  w as  la te  and  we had  a lm o s t an  h o u rs  v i s i t ,  n o tify in g  th e  peop le  a t  " l

th e  d in n e r  m ean w h ile  th a t w e w ould a r r iv e  in  tim e fo r th e  sp e e c h .

; ,I t  w as  a  c o m fo rtable and happy time.  E d  is  one of o u r o ld e s t ,  o u r  t r u e s t  ' ^

- f r ie n d s .  :And  he  s lip p e d  e a s i ly  to  a  ta lk  of the day  and i ts  p ro b le m s  a g a in s t  th e  

; b a ck g ro u n d  o f  m o re ^ h a n  20 y e a r s  of feeing them , to g e th e r  i ^ B ut  i t  w a  s . n o t I who ®  

'c o u ld  ta k e - t^ e  c r e d i t  fo r  re m e m b e r in g  to  a sk  th e m  to  spend  th e  n ig h t . L a s t  

. n ig h t. J a c k  V a le n ti  had  re m in d e d  u s  th a t  th ey  w ould be h e re  fo r  th e  din n e r  and  

how  good i t  w ould be if  we could  h av e  a l i t t le  p r iv a te  tim e  to g e th e r .  I s a id ,

" L e t 's  a s k  th e m  to  sp en d  th e  n ig h t ."  T h a t 's  a lw ay s one of o u r  b e s t  w ays f o r  , ; v 

a  q u ie t v i s i t  h e r e  .

T he ta lk  ra n g e d  fro m  Bobby and New Y ork  p o li t ic s  to  A ng ela  an d  th e  d e lig h ts  

of g ra n d  p a re n th o o d .
;  ' ......... ....................................................................................... .................. .....................•  ■m.i
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Lyndon cam e  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  9:00 and  had  one qu ick  d r in k  an d  he ju m p ed

in to  h is  tu x . He ch an g es  lik e  lig h tn in g . And th en  we w e re  a ll  o ff to  the  

W ash ing ton  H ilto n  w h ere  a s  we m a rc h e d  th ro u g h  the  c ro w d  to  o u r ta b le  — th e y  : 

w e re  a l l  ro u n d  ta b le s  and o u rs  w as in  the m id d le  - -  we saw  o ld  t im e r s  lik e  

Ind ia  E d w ard s  and  G ladys T i l l i t  and  Ju n e  T h o rn e y . A nd a  s a tis fy in g  r e p re s e n ta t io n 

of th e  y o u n g er j^ a .se  of the  D e m o c ra tic  P a r ty  — T e x as  b e a u tifu lly  r e p re s e n te d  :•

by B . A . B entsen .  A nd in  F r a n k  Erw in ' s a b se n c e  V̂ th e re  w as a  B o a rd  of R eg en ts  

m e e tin g  today^  ;^ n d  th a t  com m a n ds th e  h igh e s t  l o y a l t y ^  B ill D av is  w as s ta n d in g  '

in .  ' ■■ -'

L yndon  g a v e  a  q u ie t ,  a d e q u a te  o rd e re d  sp e e c h , and  th e n  pu t h is  s c r ip t  down 

and lau n ch ed  in to  a  v e r y  w a rm , p e r s o n a l ,  Î ro u s in g , o f f- th e -c u ff  tal k  th a t  d id  

m o re  in  a  few  m in u te s  to  giv e s p i r i t ,  s p a rk  to  th e  g a th e rin g  th a t  an y  p re p a re d  

sp e e c h  w o u ld . I t  w as a  g r e a t  p e r fo rm a n c e  . W hat a  day  th is  h a s  b e e n  fo r  h im !

A b ig  m e e tin g  th is  m o rn in g  w ith  R u sk  a n d  M cN am ara  and F o w le r  and  M cC lo y .

T he C o n g re s s io n a l M edal o f H onor to a  N egro  P r iv a te  , T h e  P r e s s  C o n fe re n c e . 

L u n c h  w ith  L a b o r  l e a d e r s .  - The P r e s s  C o n feren ce . And now  th is . B u t he fe e d s  

on i t  u p  to  a  p o in t.' .-' .;' V

He had  a sk e d  the W a sse rm a n s  and  th e  K rim s to  com e b a ck  to  sp en d  th e

n ig h t a t  the W hite H ouse w ith  u s . And a  l i t t le  p a s t e lev e n , fo u r co u p le s  of us

' . ' ■ ■ ' the
wound up  in  the  W est H a ll o v e r  a  n ig h t c a p , I m ix e d  /  d r in k s ,  and  h ad  a s

p le a s a n t  an  h o u r a s  I r e m e m b e r  - -  the  s o r t  th a t s e a ls  f r ie n d sh ip s^ w h e re

exchange of op in ion  f lo w ers  .
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M y on ly  r e g r e t  w as th a t I fo rg o t to  sa y  to  Lew  W a sse rm a n  a  sp e c ia l  

" th an k  you" fo r  th e  pain tin g  th e y  gave - - i t  han g s in  the R ed  R o o m .

• ■Cl o se  to  1:00, th e  W eis ls  le f t  an d  the W a sse rm a n s and  K r im s  w en t u p -
' • .  - ■ ■ ■' ' ‘' 3 ' . .*1'  ' '  V ' . 'X  ■ ; ■■■ ^  ‘ \  ‘ t -

• J - , .  ■- . 'T ;  y  '.l-J  -S'. -I’ - ' j - is '.  ' V ' • • “j ; -  ; '- i .,  . .  -

s ta i r s ,  t o  b e d .  T he o ld  H o u se  w as fu ll to n ig h t w ith  Sam  H ouston  in  L u c i ' s 

ro o m  a n d  M a r ie t ta  B ro o k s up  in  30 3. ^

I though t o f w hat J a c k  V a le n ti had  sa id  abou t ig n itin g  so fe w . And I tho u g h t 

w ith  s a tis fa c t io n  th a t  a t  l e a s t  th is  d in n e r  g ro u p  ton igh t h a d  cau g h t on f i r e . ■

m
; :p p R

-


