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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O H  : •

F r id a y ,  M a rc h  10 , 1967 . P a g e  1

L yndon  d id  a  r a r e  and  b le s s e d  th in g . He s le p t u n til  9 :00 , w oke re a d y  , :

fo r  a c t io n , and  say in g  i t ' s the b e s t  n ig h t ' s s le e p  he h a s  h ad  in  a g e s .  I th in k  

i t  i s  la r g e ly  a  d iv id en d  f ro m  a  day  fu ll of ac tio n  th a t he though t h ad  so m e good . 

r e s u l t s ,  -  ̂ V-,

A f te r  b r e a k fa s t ,  I w en t to  th e  d e n t is t 's  o ff ic e . It s e e m s  w e ’l l  k eep  I

co m pany  t i l  the end  of m y  day s - -  a t  l e a s t  th e  W hite H ouse d a y s .

A nd th e n  o v e r  to Lyndon’s o f f ic e . T h e re  w as som e c e re m o n y  in  the  

R o se  G a rd e n  - -  the  L a w  D ay P ro c la m a tio n . And a n o th e r  w a itin g  to  be h e ld  

in  th e  F i s h  R oom  - -  th e  70 m e m b e rs  o f UNESCO, am ong th em  M a r ie t ta  fo r  

. a  s e s s io n  w ith  L y n d o n . And I s a t  in  the c a r  w ith G eo rg e  M ahon so  th a t  we 

. w ou ldn ’t  h o ld  h im  up one m in u te > w hen he cam e s tr id in g  out o f  th e  o ffice  lik e  

. he w as going to  a  f i r e  an d  we h ead ed  to  R am sey  C la rk 's  s w e a r in g - in  a s 

A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l in  th e  a u d ito r iu m  of th e  J u s t ic e  D e p a r tm e n t.

. T h e re  w as T om  in  th e  b la ck  ro b e  ot the S uprem e C o u r t J u s t ic e  and  M a ry  

le a n in g  on th e  f ro n t ro w , and  R a m se y , v e ry  ta l l  and ca lm  - -  h e ’s one of th e  

m o s t  s e re n e  look ing  m en  I know . G e o rg ia , h e r  blond h a ir  to s s e d  b a c k , h e r

- w id e , sudden  s m ile  w ith  l i t t le  T om m y beside” h e r  .- And on th e  f ro n t  ro w , o th e r  

C la rk s  - -  M im i  and  h e r  h u sb an d . B il l ,  J r .  f ro m  D a lla s , in h e r i to r  o f  the

fa m ily ’s o ld  f i r m ,  and  h is  w ife and  c h i ld . ' *

T h e re  i s  a n  o ld  fa sh io n e d , s im p le  goodness abou t th e  C la rk  fa m ily , an d  . . 

am ong  i t s  s tr a n d s  i s  th a t  s tro n g  fa m ily  fe e lin g .

N ex t to  the  C la rk s  s a t  Bobby K ennedy , w hich  gave m e  a  m o m e n t of s h o c k . 

A nd th e n  I r e m e m b e re d  he had b een  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l .  A nd r ig h t  b eh in d , a l l  . ;j
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■ ■ • of the  C o u r t.  ' ■ .

L yndon  m ad e  a  good , b r ie f  s p e e c h , fu ll of eu lo g y , no t only  of R a m se y ,  

but o f  T o m . A nd th en  T om  sw o re^  R a m s ey  in .  And i t  w as a  m o m e n t of 

d ra m a  and  s w e e tn e ss  jfor a l l  th o se  p r e s e n t .  Not the  l e a s t  b e c a u se  i t  m e a n t 

T om  s tep p in g  ou t of th e  S u p rem e C o u r t b e ca u se  h is  son s te p p e d  u p  in to  th e  . 

A tto rn e y  G e n e ra ls h ip .  A nd ,that w as a  b i t te r - s w e e t  th ing  fo r  u s ,  fo r  T om  is
-• ■ «• u; i* ' -  '' •' ’ ; v ; ‘ -;j"’ V' ' ■ ' ■ 't? -•i'.r"'

no o ld  m an  y e t .  . - ' ' " . '
- ■ \   ̂r”‘ ‘-S

; O f c o u rse  any  m e e tin g  b e tw een  L yndon  and  Bobby K ennedy i s  a  f ie ld  day  

fo r  th e  c a m e ra m e n . B u t th is  o n e  w as b r ie f .  ’ , -'-j

. I s a id ,  "M a ry , w o u ld n 't you lik e  to  g e t a l l  th e  C la rk s  to  com e fo r  te a  a t
w

- th e  W hite H ouse th is  a f te rn o o n , an d  m aybe th e y  w ill w ant to  jo in  th e  s p e c ia l:

to u r ?  I h ad  a sk e d  M a rily n  Wal z to  a tte n d  to  i t  e a r l i e r  . ■ But I a lw ay s  t r y  to  '  ̂

m ak e  th e se  in v ita tio n s  a s  p e rso n a l a s  p o s s ib le .  She se e m e d  d e lig h te d .

, • B ack  hom e th e re  w as a  chance  fo r a  l i t t le  w o rk  a t  m y  d e s k  an d  a ;b ite  of ■ 

- lu n c h .' T hen  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  t h r e e , Anne C la rk  a r r iv e d ,  and we w en t to  th e  - 

' C o r c o r a n  A r t  G a lle ry ,  E d w ard  jo in in g  u s  down s t a i r s  f o r  th e  A u s tra l ia n  

A r t  E x h ib itio n  ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^  m o s t r e m a rk a b le  th ing  c o lle c te d  by  an A m e r ic a n , M r . M e r tz ,  

who h ad  a s s e m b le d  e v e ry  a r t i s t  o f s ta tu re  in  A u s tra l ia  and  b ro u g h t the m  o v e r  :  ̂

h e r e  fo r  h is  fe llow  co u n try m e n  to  se e  b e c a u se  he  h ad  fa lle n  in  lo v e  w ith  

A u s tra l ia  - -  a  v e r y  e a s i ly  u n d e rs to o d  fa c t to m e , w hile  the  a r t  ex h ib it i t s e l f  

w as n o t so  e a s i ly  u n d e rs to o d . He had  found h im se lf  the  m o s t e x t r a o rd in a r y  

c o - im p re sa rio  in  E d  C la rk  who h ad  is s u e d  in v ita tio n s  to  ev e ry b o d y  fro m  

L yndon  and  m e .to t r a in - lo a d s  of T ex an s and  M is s is sip p ia n s  and  assorted
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people  . And lo  and  behold^ th ey  had  c o m e , h o rd e s  of th e m , f ro m  1600 m ile s  , 3 

aw ay  to  se e  th e  A u s tra l ia n  A r t  E x h ib it! y

D avid  L o rd  P r e k op m e t m e a t  th e  f ro n t d o o r and  som e one who I b e lie v e  

w as a  c u ra to r  of th e  C o rc o ra n . A nd M r . M e rtz  h im s e lf ,  a  d is t in g u is h e d , w h ite -  'i 

h a i r e d  l i t t t e  m a n . A nd we w alked  th ro u g h  behind a  b a t te ry  of c lic k in g  c a m e ra s  

to  a  m o s t  e x tr a o rd in a r i ly ,  - d iv e rs e  e x h ib i t . To m e , th e r e  w as too  m u ch  th a t  ' 

w as w e ird  and  to r tu r e d ,  so  l i t t le  th a t w as r e a l i s t i c  and  r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  

A u s tra l ia  I s a w . - T h e re  were surrealists l ik e  Da l i , and  p r im it iv e s  lik e  G ra n d m a  

> M o s e s .  A few  c a n v a s e s  I co u ld  id e n tify  w ith . One g r iz z le d  o ld  ra n c h -h a n d ;

• on a  w e a th e r  b e a te n  f ro n t p o rch  looking  lik e  h e 'd  had  i t .  I b e t i t ; to o k  40 a c r e s  

to  ru n  a  cow  on h is  p la c e ! B u t m a n y  of th em  w ere  d o w n -rig h t s tra n g e  . ' /  '

-It w as  in te re s t in g !  I cou ld  sa y  i t  had  v i ta l i ty .  I cou ldn ' t  r e a l ly  sa y  I l ik e d  it. 

We w e re  w h isk ed  off b ack  to  the  W hite H ouse a l i t t le  b e fo re  4 :0 0 , an d  I , 

h ad  in v ite d  a ll  the  h o rd e s  o f  T ex an s  and M is s is s ip p ia n s  and  the  two fa m il ie s  

of C la r k s ,  e s p e c ia l ly ,  th e  Ed C la r k s  and  th e  T om  C la rk s ,- to  com e fo r

— t e a, w ith  a  to u r  fo r  a l l  th o se  to w hom  th e  W hite H ouse w as n ew . A nd i t  w as . 

th e  m o s t  e x tr a o rd in a ry  and  d e lig h tfu l and  hom ey  g a th e r in g  w ith  l i t t le  s h r ie k s  

f ro m  th is  end  of th e  ro o m 'a n d  th a t a s  som eone saw  a  c lo se  f r ie n d  th e y  h a d n 't  

e x p ec ted  to  m e e t . :  ^

I had  r e a l ly  p u lled  to g e th e r  a  lo t of th e  w a rm  l i t t le  v is i t s  th a t  I n e e d e d . .

T he P h ilip  Baldw ins  w e re  in  tow n and  I in v ited  h im  and h is  b r o th e r  - -

the S co tt B aldw in s . S e v e ra l m e m b e rs  of the T e x as  L e g is la tu r e ,  in c lu d in g  |

■ '■•I

B en B a rn e s ,  th e  S p e a k e r , w atch ed  by  ev ery o n e  a s  the  p o ss ib le  n ex t G o v e rn o r.
rl



•MEMORiW^uM ■ ' "  ̂ ■■

‘ .' THE WHITE HOUSE ■

F r id a y / M a r c h  1 0 , 1967

of T e x a s .  T he d e a r ,  b e a u tifu l, B . A .  Bentsen who is  the  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e -  

wo m a n  a n d  h ad  w r i t te n  m e m u ch  e a r l i e r  th a t she w ould be h e re  And I r e p l ie d ,  

' 'L e t ' s g e t to g e th e r  fo r  a  cup  of t e a . "  A nd of c o u rse  M a r ie t ta  B ro o k s , o u r 

H o u se  g u e s t .  - A nd th en  o u r o n c e -re m o v e d  r e l a t i v e ,  M a ry  Jo h n so n , H az e l 

' D unham  an d  h e r  h u sb a n d . T h ey  a r e  h e r e  w aitin g  the p o s s ib il i ty  of finding  a  . \  ’

. j o b .  And th is  w as a  p le a s a n t and e a sy  w ay fo r  a  l i t t le  v is i t  w ith  th e m .
- h ad  - * , . '

V is itin g  T e x a n s  w ho /heeded  Ed C la rk 's  in v ita tio n  in c lu d ed  W ill D avis

and  th e  F r a n k  D eniuses of h is  f i r m  an d  a lso  th e  Sam  W in ter s  - -  D o ro th y  s t i l l  ;

s m ilin g  f ro m  o u r  l a s t  h ap p y  en c o u n te r  of h e r  s ix  l i t t l e  schoo l g i r l s . And th e

D ick  K le b e r g s  - -  she  h ad  been  A nn S co tt a n d  grow n u p  in  the o n ly  h o u se  I h ad  '

e v e r  en v ied  and  w an ted  fo r m y  own - -  Sw eet B ru s h . And N ancy  N e g le y  and

M r s .  D ick  R eyno lds - -  she h ad  b een  A lice  Kleberg^ an d now l iv e s  in  A u s tin .

•And M a ry  N ash  Scott - -  J im  and  A nn 's  daug ;h ter. And E lo is e  T h o rn b e r ry .

. A nd M r s .  H ild a  W e in e r t  who m u s t be in  h e r  u p p e r 70 s .; I lo o k ed  a t  h e r  and

w o n d e re d  if  th a t  w ould be m e tw en ty  y e a r s  f ro m  n o w . I  w ould be p ro u d . S h e 's  V ^
•  ̂ u a u g g r :::
n e v e r  too  p ld  to  ta c k le  a n o th e r  job  o r  ta k e  a n o th e r  trip .-- The W allers  w e re  ^

t h e r e , one of th e  m o s t a t t r a c t iv e  A m b a s s a d o r ia l  coup les  in  th e  c i t y , ^

A nd am ong the  W ash ing ton ians I had  in v ited  to  h e lp  .w elcom e ev e ry b o d y  to

Hiik o ld  h o m ew eek  w e re  the H ow ard  B u rr is e s  and  Jak e  an d  M a rv in  and  th e
' I .v

F r a n k  Ik a rd s  and  th e  E v e re t t  H u tch in so n s  and  of c o u rse  th e  D ale M ille r s

and  th e  J im m y  P ip k in s  and p r e t ty  l i t t l e  M ollie  S ch u lm an  who is  Ja k e  P ic k le 's  

s e c r e ta r y  and  w ith  w hom  I c h a tte d  abou t B ecky , and S en a to r and  M r s . R a lp h  -;;. •

Y a rb o ro u g h , v e r y  m u ch  in  ev id en ce  t a lk ing to  the  Baldw ins  ab o u t th e
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p o s s ib i l i ty  of P h il ip  g e ttin g  the  ju d g e sh ip , and  L iz  and L i z .  J

T he co n tin g en t f ro m  M is s is s ip p i  w as h ead ed  by  th e  W y n n s  - -  Doug ,, ,:i

i ■ and  L e la  —- w ith  th e i r  l i t t l e  d au g h te r M a g g ie , L yndon ' s God c h i ld .  H is  m o th e r ,  |  

M r s .  W . T .  W ynn, w ith  a  h a n d so m e , e ld e r ly  g en tlem an  w ith  w hom  I  a s su m e d

• sh e  w as  k eep in g  com pany  —  a  p le a sa n tly  a p p ro p ria te  th in g  fo r  a  w idow  of 

. - s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  -The P r ic e s , w hom  Ann had  ex p la in ed  to m e  in  th a t  tone of 

.■ v o ic e  th a t- in d ic a te s -y o u  m u s t  know a l l  about th e m . I d id n 't . And M r s .

■> Hodding C a r t e r  I I I ,  w hom  I d id  know a b o u t. And th en  th e re  w e re  th e  o th e r  

C la rk s  -- Tom, a n d  M a ry , R a m s ey  and  G e o rg ia , and  th e  th re e  B ill C la rk s  and

: the  tw o  S am  C la rk s  - -  th e  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  th e  W hite H ouse fo r  s e v e ra l  of th em  - -  

.  ̂e s p e c ia l ly  young K im .

' I ,  a t  l e a s t ,  fe ll  upon th e  te a  ta b le  ra v e n o u s l y .  It w as  q u ite  g o o d . ' 

A nd th en  su g g e s te d  th a t  som e of the g u e s ts  m ig h t lik e  to go u p s ta i r s  an d  s e e  

 ̂ ^the L in c o ln  R oom  - -  th ey  h a d n ' t  on the  to u r  . : A nd th en  su d d en ly , th e r e  w as

-Lyndon-. He cam e  in ,  m ad e  a  l i t t le  ta lk ,  du rin g  w h ich , so m ew h at to  m y
T) '  , -

c o n s te rn a t ion ̂ h e  to ld  th e  joke abou t M r.  L in d s a y ' s  p r a y e r s ; h a d  so m e  ^ ‘,:'4

p ic tu r e s  m ad e  w ith  l i t t le  M aggie th a t  m u s t  be a d o ra b le , and  th e n  he w as •

qu ick ly  o u t. He can  c e r ta in ly  m ake tim e  co u n t. I t  h ad  b een  l e s s  th a n  tw en ty  

m i n u t e s .  . "

A nd - ^ e  g u e s ts  b eg an  to  go u p  to th e  L in co ln  Room ', and  I m e lted , aw ay  

w ith  a  few  goodbyes to  jo in  M rs .  P ro v e n s en  u p s ta i r s  fo r  two fu ll h o u rs  of 

p rac tice ! th e  8 sp e e c h e s  th a t  i  w ould m ake on M onday, T u e sd a y  and  „

W ed n esd ay  of n ex t w e e k .
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A nd th e n  i t  w as tim e  to  d r e s s  fo r o u r  d in n e r  . We w ere  going o u t .  I t ‘s 

e x tr a o rd in a r y  - -  w hat a  b ig  th r i l l  i t  is  to  m e , liv in g  in  th e  W hite H o u se , to  b e  V 

in v ite d  ou t to  d in n e r .  I h ad  the fee lin g  th a t th is  w ould p ro b ab ly  m ak e  o u ts id e r s  

lau g h  in  a s to n is h m e n t. ' Y our o ld  f r ie n d s  fo rg e t to  a s k  you o r  th in k  y o u ' r e  too  

b u sy  o r  a s su m e  th e re  sh o u ld  be too  m u ch  pom p and d isp lay  w hen the P r e s id e n t  . 

c o m e s  to  d in n e r .  We love h a m b u rg e rs  and sudden  in v ita t io n s . ; -

• ; ; O ddly  enough , :• i t ' s a  S en a to r w hom  we did  no t know w e ll in  o u r  d ay s  in  ' 

t h e  S enate  - -  n o t ev en  in  th e  V ice  P re s id e n c y  - - Scoop J a c k s o n ,  who h a s  in v ite d  

u s  out tw ic e .  A nd to n ig h t, , i t  w as a s  d e lig h tfu l a s  the  o th e r  tim e  h ad  b e e n .

L yndon w as v e r y  la te  and I e m b a r r a s s e d .  I t  w as 9:00 b y  th e  tim e  we go t ,

th e r e  , o r  a f t e r .  T h e re  w e re  on ly  te n  b e s id e  ou r  h o s t . .'T h e  M a rtin  A g ro n s k y s
^eh»£<s^' <5-0 (cts

of C B S , an d  R ay  Scherer of N B C , and th e i r  f r i e n d s , th e  S ta n le y  G olubs - f ro m

‘ S e a t t le .  A nd v e r y  im p o r ta n tly , th e i r  two d e lig h tfu l c h ild re n  - -  th e  y o u n g e s t 

o f w h ich  a  l i t t l e  boy in  a rm s^ m a d e  a  to o th y  and  loud  d e p a r tu re  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  . 

o u r  a r r i v a l .  M ighty  l a t e f o r  h im  to  be u p , bu t he w as th e re  to  g re e t  u s .  A nd ZT" 

th e i r  l i t t l e  g i r l  who is  a  d re a m  w ith  long blond h a ir  and  th a t e x tr e m e ly  fem in in e  

q u a lity  of h e r  m o th e r . She s e rv e d  us h o rs  d 'o e u v re s  and  b ro u g h t o th e r  

d r in k s  to  u s  a l l  d u rin g  the  p ro lo n g ed  h o u r b e fo re  w e w ent in to d in n e r . .

■ " I t  w as a  d e lic io u s  m e a l and  I fe lt a c tu a lly  a n g ry  a t  L yndon b e c a u se  he 

a sk e d  fo r tw o h e lp in g s  of bo th  the h om em ade soup and the d e sser t .
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B efo re  d in n e r  I had  a  n ice  q u ie t l i t t l e  t im e  w ith  M a rtin  A g ro n sk y  , 

re m in d in g  h im  of a  le n g th y  and  v e ry  w a rm  show he h ad  done w ith  the  S p e ak e r  - -
. ,v„ . , .. , ......  , ...■ . i
sa fe  t e r r i t o r y  to  d isc u s s -w ith  h im . P r a c t ic a l ly  ev ery o n e  in  W ash ing ton  can  ; ; :j 

■ '  “ - 
a g re e  on how  m u ch  th e y  love th e  S p e a k e r . •' , ‘

- A f te rw a rd s ,  th e  w om en h ad  coffee  in  the l iv in g  room , w hile  th e  m en  stayed -.
- ■ , " - - • " 

around , th e  d in ing  ro o m  ta b le . T h e re  w as no shortage o f  s tro n g  c o n v e rsa tio n  d u rin g  '

the  e v e n in g . " T h e  s u b j e c t : t h e  p r e s s  r e p o r tin g  .from  V iet-N am -. L ynd o n ‘s

th e s i s , - v e r y  su c c in c tly  e x p re s s e d ,  th a t  i t  w a s ;p re ju d ic e ,: o n e -s id e d ',- to  the •

e x te n t w h e re  you; d o u b ted  w hose s id e  th e ' r e p o r te r s  w e re  o n . M a r t in  A g ro n sk y  '

w as r e s i s t in g  w ith  tHadaadxgjpggpt d is b e l ie f , a m a z e m e n t,-  ev en  so m e a l a r m . I

do no t . know th a t  anybody w as p e rsu a d e d  - -  th e r e  m ig h t  h av e  .been a  d e n t . •

-D uring th e  d i n n e r  L yndon  r e a d  the  le t t e r  fro m  Jo h n  S te in b e c k  ̂ '-without id en tify in g

h im , an d  sp ec ify in g  th a t i t  w as off th e  r e c o r d .  I t  sounds a s  good th e  fo u rth  t im e  '.

a s  i t ^  did  :the f i r s t  - -  g re a t  p ro se  . The lo o k  of th e ir  fa c e s  in d ic a te d  th a t  a t  l e a s t
-- s

- tw o o f th e m  re c o g n iz e d  th e  w r i te r  ab o u t th e  th i rd  p a ra g ra p h .  T h e y  fina lly  ;U:x-
- - - ' ':*iiX-'' - . " - , , , j

-ended by  s a y in g , " w ould he le t  i t  be p r in te d ? "  " If so , so m eb o d y  ought to  g e t  -

to g e th e r  and  pay  fo r  a  fu ll page in  the New Y ork  T im e s  o r  so m e w h ere  a n d  give 

i t  c i r c u la t io n ."

- S e v e ra l of th e m  se e m ed  to  know th a t h is  r e p o r ts  f ro m  V ie t-N am  w e re  <}

. .. / a p p e a r in g  in  c o lu m n s , bu t w h e re , nobody r e a l ly  k n ew . O nly  a b o u t 2 ou t of 10 

of u s  h ad  r e a d  th e m . T hey  a r e  no t m ak ing  m u ch  of a  d e n t.  I w o n d er i f  som e

. p a p e rs  a r e  buying  th em  and th en  no t p r in tin g  th e m ?  .I t  w as a  good , bu t a lm o s t
■ ■ ■ ^ / / m "-- ' . . - 'v ."‘V X  V'

too  s tro n g , e v e n in g . : I  w o n d ered  if  M a rtin  A g ro n sk y  o r  ev en  R ay  Sche r e r 



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
^  . W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y ,  M a rc h  10, 1967 P ag e  8

o r  S tan ley  G olub m ig h t s a y  to  th e i r  w ife w hen th e y  got hom e th a t  n ig h t th a t 

som e fo lk s  w e re  looking  f o r  c o m m u n is ts  u n d e r  e v e ry  b e d .

A nd i t  c e r ta in ly  p a s se d  s w if t ly . It w as n e a r ly  1:00 w hen we r e tu rn e d  to  . ;S' 

th e  W hite  H o u s e . F o u r  h o u rs  th a t  se e m e d  lik e  tw o . A g re a t  c o m p lim e n t to  

o u r b ea u tifu l h o s t e s s . And Scoop,  who d u rin g  th e  evening  r a th e r  in te re s t in g ly  • j 

r e f e r r e d  to  h im s e lf  a s  a  t i r e d  old l ib e r a l . ,  A t i t le ,  :I su p p o se , g iv e n  h im  b y  so m e  * 

who w e re n ' t  a s  s a tis f ie d  w ith  h is  a c tio n s  a s  th ey  u sed  to  b e .

'•
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