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. T u e sd a y , M arch , 14th, w as the  fu lle s t i  m o s t d ra m a tic  day  of o u r  th r e e -

 d ay  e d u c a tio n a l t r i p .  ■ ■''■"'fl

W e w alk ed  e a r ly  in  th e  lo v e ly  w e s te rn  G o v e rn o r 's  r e s id e n c e  . ■ i

M r s . M o o re  had. su g g e s te d  th a t  we have b re a k fa s t  a t  th e  d in ing  ro o m  ta b le  

W : '  I  w a s  d o w n  a  b i t  la te  fo r  #  d e lic io u s  X H i i  h am :an d  g r its , a n d  ho t b i s c u i t s ,  a n d \

:d  - , co u ld  w ith  c le a r  co n sc ien ce .‘th ro w  ca u tio n  to  the w ind b e c a u se  I w as going to

n e e d  a l l  th e  s tre n g th  I co u ld  get to d a y . \  .

And th e n , dow n tow n  to  the  B a tte ry  P a r k  H o te l , r id in g  w ith  th e  G o v ern o r

-- \  . ’ >-r
I' an d  M r s .  M o o re  ,-^'He s e e m s  m o re  re lax ed ,..h ap p y ,, f r ie n d ly ,  th e n  w hen we

i u  l a s t  m e t  a t  th e  R a n c h . M aybe i t ' s a  so u th e rn  g en tlem an  be ing  a  h o s t , though
'  ^ : <  ....................................................................'

^ I  hope i t ' s th a t  p ro b le m s  a r e  a b a tin g . T hey  w e re  fu ls o m e  in  th e i r  p r a is e  of

H u b e r t  H u m p h rey , who had  v is i te d  th e re  re c e n tly  and. c h a rm e d  th e m ; And I - . -t-

• w a s  d e lig h te d . A ll th e  South  n eed s  i s  to  know H u b e r t .  : r • ,r.;,:-v ,, ,

A t th e  B a t te ry  P a r k  H o te l w as a  s m a ll c row d  and a  lo t  of c a m e ra m e n , a n d  ;

■ - a  l i t t l e  G ir l  S cout n a m e d  L in d a  to  p re s e n t  m e  w ith  a  bouquet  o f»  a l l  th in g s ,

- v a r ie g a te d  le a v e s  c a lle d  g a l a x . ; T hey  grow  w ild  in  the w oods, a n d ;a re  u t t e r ly .  

ty p ic a l  of th e  N o rth  C a ro lin a  m o u n ta in s  . 'W hat a  c h a rm in g , im a g in a tiv e  i d e a ! -̂

A nd th e n  in to  a  T r a i l  W ays b u s  - -  th e re  w e re  two bus lo a d s  of u s ,’ and  I

had  h e a rd  th e  f ig u re  41 fo r  the p r e s s ,  b u t I th in k  i t  m u s t have b een  a u g m e n te d   

a lo n g  th e  w ay  b y  a  f a i r ly  h eav y  N o rth  C a ro lin a  con tingen t - -  an d  of c o u rs e  !

D ick  G raham  of th e  T e a c h e rs  C orps,  and  D r .  S ize m o re  and  M r .  B u ch an an ,

T e a c h e r  C o rp s, and  sch o o l o f f ic ia ls .  . .
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It w as m o re  th a n  a  tw o -h o u r d r iv e , and th ey  b r ie fe d  u s  a s  we w ent a lo n g .

T he h is to r y ,  p u r p o s e , o p e ra tio n  of the  T e a c h e rs  Co r p s ^

" D ick  G rah am  h a d  com e to i t  fro m  the  P e a c e  C o rp s , and  b e fo re  th a t  f ro m  

a  s u c c e s s fu l  b u s in e s s ,

,-The h e a r t  o f  i t  s e e m s  to  be to p u t r e a l ly  good te a c h e r s  in  d i r e c t  c o n ta c t w ith  ■

: the  m o s t  n eed y  s tu d e n ts , su ch  a s  you w ould find a t  R io G ran d e  C ity , T ex as  o r  

in  H a r le m  o r  in  th e  land locked v a lle y s  of N o rth  C a ro lin a .

• ' ’ Y o u n g s te rs  w ith  a  c e r ta in  am oun t of ra is in g ;a n d  fa m ily  b ack g ro u n d  can  

v̂ g e t  a long a l l : r ig h t  w ith  a  te a c h e r  on a  30-to 1 ra t io  . But w h ere  -th e  sch o o l is  

_th e  o n ly  h e lp , th e  on ly  h ope^  you*ve g o t, you s im p ly  n eed  m o r e  te a c h e rs^ a n d  

,, th a t  tre a d w o rn  w o rd , m o re  d ed ic a ted  o n e s , fo r  th e  th i r ty .

-O ne te a c h e r  s a id  th a t s in ce  th e  T e a c h e r  C o rp s  c a m e , fo r  the  f i r s t  t im e -

  
in  h is  l i f e , I 'v e  b een  teach in g  —  not ju s t  po lic ing  a  sch o o lro o m  fu ll .

 ̂  ̂ We stopped b r ie f ly  in  S i lv e r ,  N o rth  C a ro lin a , G o v ern o r and  M rs . M o o re 's

'h o m e to w n . He did  n o t go w ith  u s ,  but M rs  . M oore b ra v e ly  w ent e v e ry  m ile  .

f . P eo p le  w e r e  lin ed  up  a long  th e  s t r e e t  w aving and  sm ilin g , an d  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  : ■

of f la g s  w e re  o u t. A lw ay s , a lw ay s , th a t g iv e s  m e a  lif t  of the  h e a r t .

:A nd th e n  w hen  w e cam e  to  S ilv e r-W e b s te r  H igh School . —  a  c o n so lid a te d

s choo l - -  ac tu a l ly  out in  the  c o u n try  - -  the e n t ire  s tu d en t body w as l in e d  up

alo n g  the h ig h w ay . We co u ld n ’t  b e a r  ju s t  to  p a s s  th e m  b y , so  we s to p p e d , got

o u t, w av ed , a n d sh o u ted  g re e tin g s  to  th e m .  |

T he ro a d  w ound u p  and  up in to  th e  A p palach ian  M ountains - -  b re a th ta k in g ly  f

. b e a u tifu l, s t i l l  in  the g r ip  of w in te r ,  th ic k ly  w ooded w ith  b a ls a m  and  o th e r
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e v e rg re e n s  I d id n 't  know , and  h ic k o ry  and  hardw oods and  w hole m asses of 

rh o d o d en d ro n  an d  la u r e l  and  ru sh in g  m o u n ta in  s tr e a m s  th a t  cam e tu m b lin g  

down in  c a s c a d e , and  th en  flow ed down the  v a lle y  in  s w i f t ,  c l e a r ,  l i t t le  

r i v e r s ,  s o m e tim e s  sp an n ed  by w alk ing  b r id g e s  lead in g  o v e r  to  houses a c r o s s  '

: ' th e  h o llo w . ; T he m a p le s  w e re  ju s t  budding in  th e  v a lle y s  and  h a lf  w ay  u p  th e  ,

: m o u n ta in s , and  a  r e d  t r a c e r y ,  a  p ro m ise  of S p r in g . . ^

• T h e re  w e re  a  few  h o u ses  a long th e  ro a d .;-A ll  in  one m o m e n t; w e p a s s e d  

su c h  t im e -s p a n n in g  s ig n s  of m a n , a s  a  w e ll in  the f ro n t y a r d  o b v io u sly  s t i l l  in  ■

. : .u se  w ith  i ts  p u lley  and  b u c k e t, and  a  TV an ten n a  a top  the  ho u se  an d  a :w a g o n ' ■ • v

- in  th e  sh ed  and  a  s le e k  m o to r  bo a t n am ed  "Som e K ind of C a t” parked on a  t r a i l e r  '

•r

in  th e  g a r a g e . ' * -

^ At Canada township the p av ed  ro a d  en d ed  and,w e got in to  th re e  yellow  sc h oo lb u se s  fo r  th e  r;'

w ind ing , n a r ro w  d i r t  ro a d  to  th e  M a th is '  h o u s e . T h is  w as th e  fa m ily  w e w e re  >■ 

going to  v i s i t  t o  s e e  ju s t  w hat e ffec t th e  T e a c h e rs  C o rp s  h ad  on in d iv id u a ls ,  ; / i  

to  show  th e  raw  m a t e r i a l  t h e  T e a c h e r  C o rp s  s tu d en ts  had  to w o rk  w ith  - -  

b a c k g ro u n d  th e y  cam e  f ro m . ‘

A t  f i r s t  I h ad  flin ch ed  a t the  id e a .  I t sounded like an in se n s it iv e  e x p o su re   

of th e i r  p o v e r ty  - -  a  c r a s s  u se  of th e m . .

M a rs h a  and Liz h ad  v is i te d  ficapgdawk C anada and  had   ta lk e d  w ith  '

Gertie M o ss  - -  s h e ' s th e  p r in c ip a l and  a  w onderfu l p e r s o n , th e  l i f e l in e ,  th e  

r e a l  h e a r t  an d  c e n te r  of the  c o m m u n ity . T hey  had  com e b ac k  co n v in ced , 

and  i t  h ad  co n v in ced  m e , th a t if  we w e re  r e a l ly  to  show  w hat th e  T e a c h e rs  C o rp s

d id ; th is  w as th e  b e s t  w ay . ;
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■ A nd fo r  th e  M ath ises, and  a ll  th o se  lik e  th em  in  th e  h i l ls  and  h o llo w s ,
■ they-/'

w e re ,  fo r  a l l  th e i r  p o v e r ty , p ro u d , h o sp ita b le , h ig h ly  in te r e s te d ,  no t in

th e  l e a s t  o v e rw h e lm ed  a t  th e  thought of our v i s i t .

So.,„ th e r e  we w e re ,  w alk ing  down th e  l i t t le  t r a i l  am ong the  h e m lo c k  and  

rh o d o d e n d ro n  - -  G e rtie  M o ss ,an d  I lead in g  th e  crow d  - -  s tep p in g  s to n e s  o v e r  • 

N eed y  C r e e k  - -  ■wel l  n a m e d  - -  bending  o v e r  to  go th ro u g h  a  r a i l  fen ce  in to  : ;

th e  y a rd  w h e re  th e  M ath ises w e re  lin ed  up to m e e t u s .  ' ' '

.. ;-M r . M a th i s ,  a  g r iz z le d  wood c u tte r  in  h is  fo r t ie s .  And M r s .  M a th is  w ith  

s c a r c e ly  a  to o th  in  h e r  h e a d ; g re e tin g  m e w ith  liv e ly  i n t e r e s t . H e r  sev en  

c h ild re n , ' f r o m  abou t 6 to  19, lin e d  up a ro u n d  th em  in  f ro n t of. th e i r  tw o - ro o m  "v 

w ooden  sh a c k  in  the  h o llo w . - ' , ' " ; ' 
• r>- .. • •..■;■■ •>••: r '  • .• ■ f . v r - . - * .  ^  • • . ■.

- - A hound dog lo u n g ed  in«> th e  y a rd ,  a  few ch ick en s  s c r a tc h e d .  , .T h e re  f . 

w as  one lone  ap p le  t r e e  and  som e d is c a rd e d  ru b b e r  t i r e s  in  w hich  f lo w e rs  h ad  ' 

g row n  l a s t  s u m m e r .  '  , , . ‘

. . ^They h a d  a  t e n - a c r e  fa rm  and  th e y  m ade le s s  th an  $ 2 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  - -  th a t  - 

m ay be - so. w o r k ,  wood c u ttin g . B ut th ey  had  k ep t the se v e n  c h ild re n  in  school. . ' 

m o s t  of th e  t im e .  '.They ran g e  f ro m  R o se m a ry , ab o u t s ix ,  an d  E u n ile e , w ith  ' 

th ic k  g la s s e s  a n d  o rth o p e d ic  sh o es  (she r e a ds a ll  the t i m e , th e y  p ro u d ly  to ld  ■ ■ ;  ̂

m e  b u t w hen I a sk e d  w h a t, .th e y  only  s a id  "boo k s , any th ing  she  can  g e t") .

T hen  E a r l ,  who looked  e ig h t and  w as  th i r te e n ,

I b e l ie v e , on c ru tc h e s  f ro m  a  b u rn ed  le g ,  and  W anda, who could  h av e  b een  

p r e t ty  an d  w as tak in g  ty p in g , going down the  m oun ta in  to  h igh  sch o o l .

A ll of th em  w ere  s m a l le r  th an  th e i r  a g e , and  a l l  of th e m  h a d  bad   

t e e t h .  E v e ry tim e  a  m o u th  o p en ed , you knew th a t to  go ou t in to  th e  w o r ld  an d  ?
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get a  jo b , th e y  w ould;have to  have not only t ra in in g , a  s k il l ,  but a ls o  a  d en tis t.::.

; M r s .  M ath is  a sk e d  U S  in ,  v e ry  b r ig h tly  and c o m fo rta b ly . T h ey  r e a l ly  ; 

w e re 'g la d : to  s e e 'u s  a n d -a p p a re n tly  d id  not fee l in v ad ed  by  th e  a r m y  of 5 C o r  so  ' 

. ‘TV a n d 'p r e s s  in  th e  f ro n t  y a r d .  , " '  ;

T ; ;Ih s id e ;'T th e re :w ere  s e v e ra l- s o fa s  c o v e re d c w ith  th ro w s , a l l  w ith  th e  s p r i n g s I  

n e a r ly -^ u t ,  â p o t-b e ll ie d  s tove  j h e r  e ld e r ly  m o th e r, in .h e r  80*8 , sh e  s a id ,
'  - , V

' th a t  le d .to  the  b ack  b e d ro o m 'w h e re , • :
■■- - V  . ■ - ‘ I

p re su m a b ly ,  w e re  b ed s ,. a lthough  I  a m  s u re  4  o r  5   of the  10 m u s t h av e  s le p t  :"v%

 ̂ On these sofas. J"'* ’ »■- J  “ r -

1 : I had 'feared  th e c o n v e rsa tio n  w ou ld  be s tr a in e d . It w a sn 't  * I  a sk e d  i f  th e r e  > ■

: w e re  f is h  in  th e s e  b e a u t i fu l  m o u n ta in  s t r e a m s . . M r . M ath is  s a id ,  y e s ,  m o u n ta in  =
"  -  -  .  < -1

t r o u t . ™

T h e re  w as a  TV s e t  We ta lk e d  abou t e ach  o th e r ' s fa v o r ite  p r o g r a m . And  ̂  ̂

; .  V -^  M r . M a th is  s a id ,  " W h e n  th e  P re s id e n t  c a m e  o n , we j u s t  k ep t h im  r ig h t  o n , 'listened to him just like it was a program."

; ; ,  ̂E a r l  to ld  u s  h o w  h e  g o t b u rn e d  in  th e  w o o d s  h e lp in g  h is  f a th e r  w ith  th e  ' :T

w o o d  c u ttin g  a n d  h a d  b a c k e d  in to  th e  f ire .

M r s .  M a t h i s  t o l d  u s  w h a t  a  j o b  i t  w a s  to g e t  the  c h ild re n  off to  sch o o l in  

 th e  m o rn in g . - "

A nd th en , m o s t  im p o rtantly^p^  ̂ sh e  ta lk ed  about the T e a c h e r s  C o r p s . 

’'It' s  gra n d .  T he ch ild re n  l ik e  th e  o n e s  a t the s c h o o l.  'We m e t  th em  w hen w e

w e r e  up th e r e  a t a  m eetin g  on e n ig h t . '' And then h er  o n ly  o r ig in a l q u e s t io n . . 

"Do you  h ave  a gard en  on your R an ch ?"  And I ta lk ed  about our c o r n  and
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to m a to e s ,  an d  she abou t th e i r  c o rn  and  cabbage and b e a n s .

E a c h  of th e  c h ild re n  h ad  a  c h o re  w hen th ey  got hom e fro m  sc h o o l. Som e ; 

h e lp in g  in  the  g a rd e n , som e w ash ing  d is h e s ,  som e chop w ood. "M y c h ild re n , 

a l l  sev en  of t h e m ,  c a tc h  the bus a t  th e  sam e tim e  e v e ry  m o rn in g . T h ey  w alk

up  a t  th e  to p  of th e  h ill, and  c a tch  th e  bus a t  s e v e n ."  ...  '

T h e re  w e re  Jo h n  G a rd n e r  an d  I and  L iz  and a  pool r e p o r t e r  and  a l l  the  

M a th ises in  th e  tin y  r o o m . I gave h e r  p ack ag es  of p r e s e r v e s  an d  honey fro m  

th e  L B J  R an ch  w rap p ed  in c o n g ruously in the e le g a n t em b o ssed  p a p e r  of the 

W hite H o u se .  ̂ -

A nd th e n  w e w e re  ou t in  th e  f ro n t y a rd  hav ing  o u r p ic tu re  m ad e  fo r  T V . 

And M r s . M ath is  to ld  m e  w ith  a  l iv e ly  s p ir i t  th a t I ought to see  th e  c o u n try  

in  th e  sp r in g  t im e  w hen the  app le  t r e e  w as  in  b loom  and la te r  w hen the  

rh o d o d en d ro n  w as o u t .  ' ■ ' ,

W hat k eep s  th em  in  th e  h il ls ? - I t 's  b eau tifu l c o u n try ., B ut p ro b a b ly  i t  i s  

no t love o f  the  land ,-,bu t f e a r  of th e  o u ts id e .

T hen  we a l l  w alked  up  to  the schoo lbus an d  the M ath ises p ile d  in  w ith  u s ,  

and  we ro d e  b a c k  to  to  th e  lo n g , low b r ic k  s tru c tu re  th a t is  the  r e s u l t  of hav ing  

c o m b in e d  s ix ,  o n e -ro o m  sch o o lh o u ses  in  a s  m an y  ho llow s and  b ro u g h t to g e th e r  

105 s tu d e n ts  w h e re  a l l  e ig h t g ra d e s  w e re  taugh t by fo u r t e a c h e r s . .

A s w e cam e  u p  th e  h i l l  saaoSatieaaBc - -  a nd  th e re  w as the f la g , an d  th e  flag  

o f  th e  S ta te  o f N o rth  C a ro lin a  - -  I  fe l t  a  sud d en , f ie rc e  e la t io n .  T h is  w as 

the hope of th e  co m m u n ity  - -  p ro b ab ly  the only  hope e i th e r  to  a c q u ire  a  s k il l
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o r  the a b i l i ty  to  g e t a lo n g  w ith  fo lks th a t w ould en ab le  you to  go p u t  in to  the

w o r ld  and m ake a  liv in g .  A nd if  you a c q u ire d  a  s k il l  and w an ted  to  s ta y  h e r e

i n  th e s e  b e a u tifu l h i l l s ,  w hat w as th e re  to  do? School te a c h in g , b u t w hat e l s e ?  

• I t  w a s  a; g r im ,  wrack in g  p ro b le m . .. We looked  a t .the peop le  and  the  h o u s e s , :

. a n d  you fe l t  i t  w a s  dead  en d ,;‘th a t  s e v e r a l  g e n e ra tio n s  of liv in g  h e r e  had  a  s e l f -

defeating, b ru ta liz in g  e f fe c t .  1 "

T h e re  w a s  a  c e re m o n y  in  f ro n t of the  schoo l u n d e rn e a th  th e  f la g s .  T he  ̂ /

G le e  C lub san g  "A m e r ic a  the  B e a u tifu l" and n a tu ra l ly  ." N o th in g  C ou ld  be 
...• ' r r  — r-.T. - - r  • t - v -  r  ; •* •>. -r  ~  v  *  ^

: F in e r  T han  t o  be in  C a ro lin a " . > And. th en  a  sq u a re  d a n c e .  I lo o k ed  beh ind

m e f o r  th e  o ld  m a n  w ith  th e  fidd le  and  saw  unhapp ily  th a t i t  w as a  ta p e  r e c o r d e r ,  '•

h o p e .  T h ey  gave m e  a  p o p c o rn  p a in tin g  ■

A nd I g re e te d  the  H ead  S ta r t  s tu d en ts  - -  flax en  h a i r e d  y o u n g s te r s , fo r  

w hom , som ehow  you fe l t  the  m o s t 

a  r e d  r o o s te r  m a d e  of c o lo re d  c o rn  k e r n e ls  and b ean s  g lued  to  a  b o a rd .  A nd 

e v e ry b o d y  f ile d  by and  I gave th em  a  p en c il and a sk e d  th e i r  n a m e s .  •:

A s to n ish in g ly , the  .sam e nam e kep t on a p p e a r in g  o v e r  and  o v e r  and  o v e r . T h e re  j 

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  th i r ty  o r  m o re  O w ens. T h e re  w e re  q u ite  a  few  W h itm ires 

^ In c id en ta lly , one of the  Jo b  C o rp s  te a c h e r s  w as n am e d  W h i t m i r e , and  

he h a d  co m e f ro m  th e  ad jo in in g  co u n ty . W hat h x  b e t te r  m o tiv a tio n  th a n  to  know. '

: i t  th is  w e ll a n d ;re tu rn  to  i t ? He had  go tten  b u t, had  b een  a  to b ac co  s a le s m a n ,  .

^ s u c c e s s fu l ,  fo r  16 o r  so  y e a r s .  He w as  a  youthful 36 o r  3 8 , I w ould s a y , a n d \ 

w an ted  to  do so m eth in g  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t w ith  h is  l i f e ,a s  he  e x p re s s e d  i t  . So 

h e  had  ;com e b a c k  h e re  to  w o rk  w ith  h is  ow n, '
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T he h ig h  p o in t of th e  day  w as in tro d u c in g  th e  Jo b  C o rp s  T e a c h e r s  - -  ; 

th re e  m en  and  a  p lu m p ,, sw ee t fa c e d  w o m an , M r s . R a m se y , who w as th e ir  

l e a d e r . ^

G e rtie  M o ss  m ad e  a  w elco m in g  ta lk ,  and  I  a n s w e re d , h a ltin g ly  b u t e a r n e s t ly .

try in g  to  lo o k  in to  th e  ey es  of f i r s t  one y o u n g s te r  on th e  r ig h t and  th en  a n o th e r  ■ . ^

one on th e  l e f t ,  o r  so m e  b e a rd e d  fa th e r  in  o v e ra l ls  o u t f r o n t . I a m  s u re  L iz

w ould  sa y  i r r e v e r e n t ly  th a t  he h ad  com e down fro m  the  s t i l l  fo r  th e  d a y .

: : . ’ I t r i e d  to  t e l l  th e m  how  im p o rta n t i t  w a s  th a t  th ey  s ta y  in  s c h o o l .  " T h e re   

is  no m o re  im p o r ta n t  jo u rn e y  yo u  can  take- than  y o u r d a ily  jo u rn e y  in to  the  ■ . . 

c la s s r o o m . T h e re  is  n o  m o re  u se fu l o r  p ro fita b le  w o rk  you c an  do th an  th e  ■ - ^
. •• . ff -V "  ̂  ̂ »

w o rk  of le a r n in g ." ' - . r

A nd th e n , the  p u rp o se  of the  v is i t  - -  the T e a c h e rs  C o rp s . "

; But the real story of th is  day  is  n o t th a t a  g r e a t  m an y  r e p o r t e r s  and  : ?

o f f ic ia ls  f ro m  W ash ing ton  c a m e  to  v i s i t  C anada fo r  we can  s ta y  on ly  an  h o u r   

o r  tw o . T he r e a l  s to r y  i s  th a t th e se  d ed ica te d  te a c h e r s  h av e  c o m e  to  Canada  

a n d  th e y  can  s ta y  fo r m an y  h o u r s , m an y  days and  w eeks.  T h e i r  w o rk  i s  h e lp in g  i 

to  ch ange  A m e r ic a 's  fu tu re ."  W ith  w ell o v e r  1200 m e m b e rs  in  a ll  th e  f a r -

flung  p la c e s  lik e  C anada T o w n sh ip , i t ' s a  m ig h tly  l i t t le ' D avid  fo r  a  m ig h ty  b ig  

G o lia th . ■ ' , ;5

B ut th e  b i l l  is  com ing  up  soon , and  u n le s s  C o n g re ss  v o te s  th e  $12 m ill io n  .: 

a p p ro p r ia t io n , th e  T e a c h e rs  C o rp s  w ill ex p ire  in  J u n e . And th is  i s  m y  a t te m p t 2 

to  ex p o se  i t  to  the  pub lic  an d  w in i t, h opefu lly, s u p p o rt.

W e w en t in s id e , and  I saw  th e  T e a c h e rs  C o rp s  in  o p e ra tio n . In  one ro o m  -: 

th e y  w e re  u s in g  v is u a l  a id e  m ac h in e s  fo r  fa s t  r e a d in g .; , I t  w as s tep p e d  u p  to  ' -
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250 w o rd s  a  m in u te ,  a nd  I found m y se lf  s tru g g lin g  to k eep  u p . . M y r e s p e c t  

' i n c r e a s e d . ’ ■ ...

A nd th e n  in  a n o th e r  ro o m , M r .  W h itm ire  w a s  cu ttin g  th e  h a i r  of e ig h t-  

y e a r  o ld  Bobbie C aro l O w e n . He knew how to  b a r b e r  - -  an d  w e ' r e  a  long  w ay  i^ ' 

aw ay  u p  h e r e  - ‘-.G e r t ie  M o ss  h ad  to ld  m e  th e  n e a r e s t  te lep h o n e  i s  e le v e n  m ile s  

and  nobody in  C an ad a  g e ts  a n e w s p a p e r . So a f te r  schoo l h o u r s , he  cu ts  the 

h a i r  o f  th e  l i t t l e  b oys and  ev en  t r im s  b an g s  fo r the  g i r l s ,  M r s .  M oss. s a id .  .

• She lau g h in g ly  s a id  i t  m ad e  the  g i r l s  s i t  u p  and  tak e  n o tice  w hen  th e  boys go t ■ 

a l l  s p ru c e d  u p . ~ '
 ̂ V • • . .  :  -• ■ ■  : . i .  •.

' : ~ One in te rn  w a s  g iv ing  re m e d ia l  r e a d in g .  A n o th e r  w ork ing  w ith  c a rd s  ■

w ith  th e  p r im e r  c la s s  .

■ M rs .  M oss le d  m e  in to  the  c a f e te r ia , ,  and  I  had  a  fu ll p la te  of ta s ty  ch ick en  % 

. c a sse r o le  and  g re e n  b ean s  and  s a la d  and  a  ro l l  and  dessert. N e a r ly  a l l  the : ' 

c h i ld r e n  h ad  m i l k , - - I h ad  ic e d  t e a .  I s a t  a t  a  ta b le  w ith  fo u r  c h ild re n  and  ,

" M r s .  M o s s . :  T h e y  w e re  v e r y  sh y . I t  w as h a rd  to ta lk  w ith  th e m , and th e
• '■ ■ ■ - . . . .  j ‘ ',”1; •' L'>‘j ‘ v! ' V ' ’V-." ■' . .■••s.— ’ ’y'" ' .1

p h o to g ra p h e r  d id  no t le av e  u s , so  I 'm  s u re  I looked  lik e  a  ch ip m u n k  w ith  

fu ll ch e ek s  b e c a u se  I w as ra v e n o u s .  .

M r s .  M oss s a id  to  m e, a s  th o u g h  th e  food w ere  com ing  to  h e r  o r  h e r  v e r y  

own fa m ily , "Oh y e s  , th a t  is  one of th e  th in g s  th e  G o v ern m en t h a s  d o n e . We 

give th e m  a  good h o t lu n ch  h e r e .  And th en  we s e rv e  o a tm e a l an d  m ilk  to  about 

t h i r ty  of th e  children who don 't  have any th ing  a t  hom e b e fo re  th ey  c o m e . '' |

O ne o f th e  c h ild re n , I had  h e a rd ,  w alks two and h a lf  m ile s  b e fo re  he I

c a tc h e s  th e  schoo lbus a t  7 :0 0 . O ften  he le a v e s  hom e by lante r n  lig h t and  h a s
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to  u se  i t  a g a in  b e fo re  h e  r e a c h e s  hom e in  the even ing!

I had  w o rn  m y  g re e n  w ool d r e s s  w ith  the ja c k e t .  T he te m p e ra tu re  s o a re d .  :

: I t  w as  80  b e fo re  th e  day  w as o v e r . I g ra te fu lly  sk inned  off the  ja c k e t .

- , J u s t ; a s  I w a s  ab o u t to  le a v e , G e r t ie  M oss gave m e a rh o d o d e n d ro n  r ig h t

• ou t of th e s e  m o u n ta in s  - -  a  p e r fe c t  to u ch !  And th en  N ancy  and  a l l  of the  TV 

p eo p le  a sk e d  m e  to  co m e and  s tan d  on the h ill  and  s u m m a riz e  m y  m o rn in g 's
•

im p re s s io n s  . I  d id , g ro p in g :fo r  t e r s e , s tro n g  p h r a s e s ,  to  g e t t o  the h e a r t
f-r

l o cked  in  the' h i l ls ' fo r  a  u s e f u l , ,< of th e  p ro b le m ,  h ow: to  p r e p a re  th e s e  y o u n g s te rs  
..............................................,

''■"’ w id e r  life. 

. ; A n d  th e n  ab o u t 1:30 w e w e re  i n  c a r s  leav in g  C anada T o w n sh ip . A ll th a t  , ’ 

;.v m a rk s  i t  i s  th e  M ountain  R idge B a p tis t C h u rc h , B ro w n ' s G e n e ra l S to re ,  an d  •  ̂

its h e a r t -- th e  s c h o o l. I fe lt  l ik e  I w as say in g  goodbye to  a  r e a l  f r ie n d , a  re a l: - 

e x p e r ie n c e ,  w hen I sh o o k  G e rtie  M o ss '  h an d . N ot m an y  peop le  do th a t m u c h  

w ith  th e i r  l i f e . - - " - ,

A nd we w e re  off down the m o u n ta in  to  W e s te rn  C a ro lin a  C o lleg e  a t " ^ 

Cu llo w h e e , a  d e lig h tfu l Ind ian  n am e w hich  m e a n s  v a lle y  of th e  l i l y s .   i ^

We s to p p ed  in  f ro n t of H u n te r L ib r a r y  w h e re  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  D r . R e id ,

.: - ; m e t  u s  an d  w en t in s id e  f o r  a  re c e iv in g  lin e  w hich  c o n s is te d  o f a  l a r g e  p a r t  -

of th e  s ta ff  of th e  3600 s tu d e n t c o l le g e . And am a z in g ly , a  co n tin g en t of the ^

N o rth  C a ro lin a  L e g is la tu re  - -  S e n a to rs  and  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s . T h e ir  own , v 

C o n g re s sm a n  in  W ash in g to n , R oy T a y lo r ,  h ad  b een  w ith  u s  m o s t, of t h e  d a y .

A s u s u a l ,  i t  w as one of th o se  re c e iv in g  l in e s  th a t  w a s  su p p o se d  to  be

10 and  tu rn e d  out to  be 5 0 . B ut I d id n ’t  m in d . I w as g la d . ■' 'ij
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A nd in  th e  c ro w d  th e re  w as R uth G ra h a m , b e a u tifu l, s m ilin g , q u ite ■ 

p ro p e r  in  h e r  h a t  and  g lo v e s .

We :rode up  th e  h ill  w ith  th e  R e id s  and  R uth  to  th e i r  hom e fo r  w hat h ad  . 

b e e n  b il le d  a s  r e s t  and  tu rn e d  out in to  one of th o se  q u ic k  ch an g es  - -  f if te e n  

m in u te s  to  change c lo th s  and  gulp  som e lem o n ad e  and  a  d e lic io u s  san d w ich . 

B e c a u se  a ll  o f th e  lunch  a t C anada h ad  b een  good fro m  the  lo o k s  o f i t  j b e tw e en  

try in g  to  ta lk  to  the 8 -y e a r  o ld s  on m y  r ig h t  and le f t  and  e sc a p e  th e  p h o to g ra p h e rs  

i t  h a d n 't  b e e n  e x a c tly  a  hardy  p eacefu l m e a l .  * " * . ;

vA d o w n s ta irs  fo r  a  r id e  a c r o s s  the  cam p u s w ith  D r . R e id .  E v e ry w h e re

you lo o k , a  b u ild in g  is  g o in g  up;;, A few y e a r s  ago it  w as 600 - -  now  i t 's  3 6 0 0 .

I t tu rn s  ou t m o s tly  t e a c h e r s .  65% of th e  te a c h e r s  in  the m o u n ta in  sc h o o ls  of th is  

s ta te  a r e  f ro m  W e s te rn  C a ro lin a  C o lle g e .

We to o k  o u r  p la c e s  on the s tag e  of the gym . = I looked  ou t on th e  th r e e  o r  

fo u r  th o u sa n d  s tu d e n ts  and  c it iz e n s  a ro u n d  u s . , R u th  G raham  gave th e  

i n v o c a t i o n / ^  th en  b r ie f  in tro d u c tio n s  . An e x c e lle n t s h o r t  sp e e c h  f ro m  

J o h n  G a rd n e r  - -  w hat a  g re a t  tra v e lin g  com panion  he iŝ w And th e n  i t  w as  tim e  ■

■ fo r m y  sp e e c h  w hich  1 thought w as r a th e r  good - -  p ro b a b ly  th e  b e s t  o f th e  I

3 - d a y  t r i p .  I l ik e d  the  l in e s :  "B ut fo r too lo n g , public  ed u ca tio n  in  A m e r ic a  

p ro v id e d  a  good , f re e  ed u ca tio n  i f  a  lo c a l schoo l b o a rd  cou ld  r a i s e  enough  fu n d s, - ■ 

fo r  enough t e a c h e r s , ,  if  you liv ed  in  the r ig h t s e c tio n  of th e  N a tio n , if  you w e r e  

b o rn  to  th e  r ig h t  r a c e , if  th e re  w as a  good l ib r a r y  n e a rb y . U n til r e c e n t ly ,  th e r e  j .  

w e re  ju s t  to o  m an y  i f ' s . "
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T he "whole r e a s o n  of th is  t r ip  is - to  b r in g  e x p o su re  to  the 18 m a jo r  -

• <■- - ■; m e a s u re s  th a t  L yndon  h a s  b een  ab le  to -p a ss ^  to  advance e d u c a tio n . A b r ie f  .

' r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  F e d e r a l  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  ed u ca tio n  is  n o t e x a c tly  - is

. n ew , s how ing o th e rs  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  1785 in  the  L an d  O rd in a n c e . . And in  th e  ‘

, . L a n d  G ra n t c o lle g e s  of 1860 s . -A nd th e n  in  th e  G I B il l  of R ig h t of o u r  own
'  ^  ‘  ‘  .  ' "  .  .

•r d a y . So th a t  th e s e  th in g s  th a t w e a r e  s e e in g  .-- th e  T e a c h e rs  C o r p s ,  F e d e r a l
' ’̂S’ i-'- ;

i'" funds f o r  H u n te r  L ib r a r y ,  and new  s tu d en t lo an  p ro g ra m s ,  a l l  th e se  -p ro g ram

;J,./.;: ;. a r e  in  a n  o ld  a n d  h o n o re d  A m e ric a n  tra d itio n . . ; And r e fe r e n c e s  to  L yndon  h ow

whenever he is asked, "what of all the things he's done is he the gladdest of?" he always says what he's been able to do for education.

A nd the  r e a s o n  to .b e  h e r e ;  a  d ed ic a tio n  of H u n te r L ib ra ry .;  "I l ik e  the
- -A • r i-"  ■

:; ;CY;v '^ ^ 'e x p re s s io n  th a t  w h a t  l ib ra r ia n s  t ry  to  d o  to d ay -is  get young peo p le  h o o k e d  on 

b o o k s .  I  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  l i b r a r i e s  u s e d  to  be. c ons id e re d  a  s o r t  of co ld  s to ra g e  ^

. lo c k e r  fo r  books. No m o r e . A c tu a lly , books a r e  the m a g ic  c a rp e t  of 

I en ^ed  w ith  a-quo te  f ro m  T hom as W olff: "T o  e v e ry  m an  h is  c h a n c e , to  ^

e v e r y  m a n  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  b i r t h ,  h i s  s h i n i n g  g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t o  e v e r y  m a n

the- r ig ht - t o live-,"to  w o rk ,  t o be h im s e lf  and  to  b e c om e w hate v e r  th in g  h is  , ' 

m a nh o o d  a n d  h is  v is io n  c a n  c o m b in e  to  m ake h im . T h is  is  the p ro m is e  o f  .

A m e r i c a .” -

F o r  o n c e , I w as, p re tty  sa tis f ie d . A s  I  lo oked ou t on the s tudents I thought, ̂ ^  ij

t h e r e 's  p ro b a b ly  n o t a  d ra ft card b u rn e r  o r  a  p la c a rd  c a r r i e r  in  the c r ow d . E a r l i e r  i 

■there had  b een  one g r e a t  b ig  p la c a rd  w hich  s a id ,  "W elcom e F i r s t  L a d y ." T h e y  ’ ̂ I

i a J
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h ad  a sk e d  m e  to  a u to g ra p h  i t . I had  gone b r ie f ly  in to  the c ro w d  to  put m y  

n am e on i t  w h ile  th e  c a m e ra s  c l ic k e d . ■

So a  l i t t l e  b it  p a s t. 3 :00 we w e re  b ac k  in  b u r c a r s  h ead ed  fo r  A s h e v i l le , " 

T h is  t im e  w e d ec id ed  to  d r iv e  th ro u g h  th e  N a tio n a l P a r k  - -  a  co n tin u a tio n  o f  

th e  B lue R idge N a tio n a l P a r k  going on down to  th e  g re a t  Sm oki e s - -  n o t open  ,
■ ;y/ '  • 'f ■ i4, ‘ ‘ V- • 'V-'
in  th e  w in te r  b e c a u se  of the d a n g e r  of sn o w s .

s  T h e re  fo llow ed  two a b so lu te ly  b eau tifu l h o u rs  w hich we w e re  a lm o s t too  ' 

t i r e d  to  a p p re c ia te  . M rs  . M oore  on one s id e , I on the  o th e r , look ing  ou t a t  -
■' "■ vv . f  - ' •  ;• ■ '•'n.V  ̂ i i '  ’’ •" ■ ‘  ̂ ■ r--. .

. ''"v , '■* ' ^ ' ' '■■■■' • ■ ■ '*• ■' \  j '
e v e ry  g r e a t  v is ta  th a t  unfo lded  below  m e , a ro u n d  e v e ry  c u rv e  a  v iew  m o re  

g o rg e o u s  th a n  the  l a s t , '  of so a r in g  w ooded m o u n ta in s  and  sw ift s t r e a m s  and  ' 

l i t t l e  in tim a te  v a l l e y s . And p o o r Jo h n  G a rd n e r  betw een  u s ,  y e a rn in g  to  go 

-to  s le e p .:  A ll I could  do w as to  t e l l  h im  to  ju s t  pu ll down the  c u r ta in s , ,  im a g in e  

th a t  we w e re  no t th e re  and  s le e p  s ittin g  up if  he co u ld .

T h e re  w as tu n n e l a f te r  tu n n e l, a n d  I w as o v erw h e lm ed  a t  th e  am ount o f •'
'■ " ■\*< !"• '  ' ' ■ ' ■ ■ - S  ,  . - ■ ,• ‘ '■ ■ ■ /'  .

• w o rk  and  m o n ey  th a t the N a tio n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e  h ad  pu t in to  b u ild in g  th is  

r o a d . : I t m u s t  be a  jo y  to  t r a v e l  f ro m  A p r i l  to  N ov em b er :— g re a t  m a s s e s  . 

of rh o d o d e n d ro n  in  th e  w oods and  l a u r e l .  A nd in  S ep tem b er and  O c to b e r , 

t h e  p a ra d e  of go ld s  and  c r im s o n s  a g a in s t the  e v e rg re e n s ."

M r s . M oore  ta lk e d  about th e i r  b e a u tif ic a tio n  C o m m itte e , and  how  she 

h ad  ta k e n  a  f iv e -d a y  bus t r i p  c le a r  a c r o s s  th e ’ S ta te  w ith  a l l  the  C o m m ittee  

to  se e  and  a d v e r t is e  the  b e a u tie s  of N o rth  C a ro lin a , and  to p o in t out the 

n e e d s  fo r  ju n k y a rd  le g is la t io n , b illb o a rd  le g is la t io n , and  to  give im p e tu s
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to  a n t i - l e t t e r  c a m p a ig n s . , S h e 's  a  h ig h ly  a r t ic u la te ,  v e ry  fo rc e fu l w om an , 

good to  have on y o u r s id e . ■

W e were  b a c k  a t  the b eau tifu l G o v e rn o r 's  w e s te rn  re s id e n c e  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  

. . 5 :0 0 . A nd g ra te fu lly  I w en t to b e d , looked  a t n e w s p a p e rs , o n ce  m o re  d ra n k  

: lem o n ad e  an d  a te  h am  sa n d w ic h e s . I am  alw ays rav en o u s  on  a  t r i p  l ik e  th is  .

I had  a  r e a l  r e s t  - -  m o re  th an  an  h o u r  ;;,' And then  up and  d r e s s e d  and

- . r e a d y  to  go w ith  S e c re ta ry  G a rd n e r  and  M r s .  M oore  to  L ee  E d w a rd s  H igh 

: School fo r  th e  l a s t  ev en t of th e ;d a y , to  v is i t  an  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  c la s s  s p o n so re d  '
"A ^

by the  A sh ev ille -B u n c o m be T e c h n ic a l In s titu te . . Y e s , Buncombe i s  a  w e ll-k n o w n

n a m e  a ro u n d  h e r e . T h is  ta lk a t iv e ,  o ld  tim e  p o lit ic ia n , w as a  n a tiv e  of th is  

a r e a ,  and  he ad d ed  a  w ord  to  o u r la n g u a g e . - ‘ :

We w alk ed  up  the  h igh  sch o o l s te p s  th ro u g h  a  c row d of s c h o o lc h ild re n  an d  

th e ir  p a re n ts  . And in to  the F e d e ra l  sp o n so re d  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  c l a s s e s .

I w alk ed  in to  a  c la s s  in  b a s ic  E n g lish  w hich w as in  p r o g re s s  - -  som e 

30 o r  so s tu d e n ts ,"  s u rp r is in g ly  m o s tly  w h i t e . The  p r in c ip a l had  to ld  m e  th e y  

- ra n g e  in  age f r o m  18 to  82, and th a t in  the l a s t  two y e a r s  , 5500 A sh e v ille  

c itiz e n s  h a d  e n ro lle d . - . ' "

' H e r e  th e  te a c h e r  .w a s  M r s . M ild re d  S m ith , a  N e g ro , b r ig h t ,  u n ru ff le d ,
• ’■•“■‘■'....V' ■ '=.'' *• J.''- ■ .. ' Ml" ‘T'. - V - • ... ’

who k ep t r ig h t  on d raw in g  d ia g ra m s  on the b o a rd  and  g e ttin g  h e r  c la s s  to  p a r se  

s e n te n c e s  w hile  th e  b a t te r y  of c a m e ra s  and w r i te r s  m o v ed  in .  R e a lly  q u ite  

a  p e r fo rm a n c e .  I t  w as a  h o p efu l, m oving  10 o r  15 m in u te s .  M y e y e s  ro v e d  

a ro u n d  to  a l l  s o r t s  of p e o p le . Some young, but m o s tly  m id d le -a g e d . A ll 

q u ite  a t te n t iv e ,  an d  m an y  re s p o n s iv e .

. . ^

-''f
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A fte r  ab o u t 10  m in u te s , M rs  . S m ith  a sk e d  m e to com e u p  and  s a y  a  . 

w o r d  to  th e  c la s s .  And i t  w as e a s y  to  sa lu te  their d e te rm in a tio n  and th e i r  

g e t-u p -a n d -g e t ,:  to  go b ac k  to  sc h o o l, to  m a k e , a  r i c h e r  life  th e m se lv e s  and 

p ro b a b ly  a  b e t t e r  job .  One o f th e i r  m e m b e rs  stood  and  re sp o n d e d  ; He a s k e d  r 

m e to  ta k e  b a c k  th e i r  th an k s  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  fo r  th is  p r o g ra m .  ’

. An d  th e n  w e  w e re  o u t in  th e  h a ll  w h e re  a l l  the o th e r  c la s s e s  h ad  tu rn e d  ; . v

:.out a n d  w e re  l i n in g  th e  w a y . H e r e , :I ;sa w  a- g r e a t  m a n y  N e g ro e s  — a  m a jo rity ,.:.: 

"m o stl y  m id d le -a g e d  --  so m e o ld . T he w om en  o u tn u m b ered  th e  m e n . L iz  

a sk e d  one  of th e m  w hat sh e  d id . She sa id , I ' m  a  dBuwHnttiaac d o m e s t ic , and  I 

n eed  t o  know how  to  r e a d  to  do m y  jo b  b e t te r .  f:;. ., ' < ;; •» V

We w en t to  th e  a i r p o r t  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  8:00 I w alked  along  the  fen ce  sh ak in g
'  ̂ r

h a n d s .  A nd th en  w ith  a l a s t  goodbye to  M r s .  M o o re , w as in  th e  p lane  re a d y   ̂

fo r  th a t d r in k  and  so m e  d in n e r  b e fo re  th e  h o u r flig h t th a t b ro u g h t u s  to  "

 N a s h v i lle . ,And o u r  o ld e s t  and  d e a r e s t  f r ie n d s  am ong th e  G o v e rn o rs ,  

; e x c e p t f o r  Jo h n  an d  N e llie  , B ufo rd  and  C a th e r in e  E llin g to n . . - - ,

T h e re  -was a  s m a ll  crow d.- B ufo rd  and  I w a lk ed  along th e  fence  sm ilin g

and w av ing  and  re a c h in g  fo r  h a n d s . And th e n  w e:w ere  w h isk ed  o ff  to th e  ’
- - ’ ■" J. ..s ‘~

I  K —  . .  ^

M an sio n . . H ow -w ell I r e m e m b e r  i t .  A w inding  r o a d  along  a ' s t r e a m ,, b e a u tifu l 

h o u se s  an d  sp a c io u s  g ro u n d s , and  th en  up a  h ill  to  the G o v e rn o r’s M a n s io n . 

T he S ta te  of T e n n e sse e  p lanned  w e ll .  ' ■'

: W e w en t to  the  u p s ta i r s  liv in g  ro o m  w h ere  I  r e m e m b e r  long  s e s s io n s  , 

b e f o r e  1960  w i th  B u fo rd  an d  Lyndon an d  S en a to r Bob K e r r  and  o ld  f r ie n d s  

of S e n a te  d a y s .  :V •
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1A nd th en  g ra te fu lly  to  b e d . W hat a  day  th is  h ad  b e e n . I w o n d e red  ab o u t 

th e  M ath ises and  w h e re  th o se  7 c h ild re n  w ould be th i r ty  y e a r s  f ro m  now .

S ad ly , you a lm o s t  th in k  the  only  so lu tio n  is  to  g e t ed u ca ted  and  g e t o u t. A nd 

you w onder w hy m a n  h a s  m an ag ed  so in e p tly  .- -  som e of the  m o s t  b eau tifu l 

c o u n t r y  in  th e  w o rld  —  and y e t to  th o se  who liv e  th e re  g e n e ra tio n  in  and  ‘ 

i g e n e ra t io n  o u t, in ter-m a r ry in g ,  som ehow  i t  h a s  h ad  a s tu ltify in g  e f fe c t .  ;

A nd I th o u g h t of th e  r id e  b a c k  w h ere  Jo h n  G a rd n e r  h ad  m o re  of N a tio n a l

P a r k s  th a n  he h ad  r e a lly  w an ted  to s e e . And the 80° su n , and  th e  sudden  * 

banks of snow  in  th e  sh ad y  r a v in e .  - ‘ ' '

I. hoped  i t  h ad  b een  good fo r  th e  n e w sp a p e r people - -  th e ir  s e e in g  the  face  

o f A m e r ic a .  I t  c e r ta in ly  h ad  fo r  m e . ,

A young jo u rn a lis m  s tu d en t a t  a  N o rth  C a ro lin a  C ollege who had  b een  a long  

w ith  u s  h ad  a sk e d  m e  the  in e v ita b le  and  v a r ia b le  q u e s t io n ," W h a t  is  i t  lik e  to  

be F i r s t  L a d y ? "  T h is  i s  ju s t  about the  m o s t im p o r ta n t  th ing  i t ' s l ik e .  One v. 

g e ts  to  k n ow o n e’s c o u n try  b e t te r  in  a  c ra m  c o u rse  of g e o g r a p h y  and  so c io lo g y  i

and  c u s to m s  on a  day  lik e  t h i s .

, i


