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W ed n esd ay , M arch  15th, one o f th o se  m a rv e lo u s  days that -I ow e to  

the W hite H ou se  and that I w ill  a lw a y s  c h e r is h .
■ • s . , '■ • J' '  ■: • r,-■ •' • 'J' ■'

I w oke e a r l y  in  the b ed room  of the G o v ern o r ' s M ansion  in  N a sh v ille  .

I had ju s t  c o ffe e  and ju ice  . ■ I w anted to do ju s t ic e  the b r e a k fa s t at the  

H e rm ita g e . . - hz  . , . ' '

■ A nd t^ a fter  m u ch  p on d erin g , I put on m y  g reen  s ilk  e n sem b le  d r e s s
V. - , " ><1 V ' 'V̂-sr- f  V-  ̂ ,

and co a t.a n d .th e  R om an s tr ip e d  hatband le f t  a t 8:00 w ith  the G overn or and
J ’/T  - - ' ‘ ~ ~ r

C a th er in e  fo r  th e a ir p o r t to  m e e t  L y n d o n .  He w as ju s t;a : lit t le  la te  - -  on ly  

a fe w .m in u te s  .^.slt'was la te r  that .I 'lea rn ed .th e  d ram atic  r e a s o n . He had' ■ ■ ■ ..... ■..■■•r ■■- ML
■ g o tten  a<call th e  n igh t b e fo re  a t 10:00 in form in g  h im  that th e g ra v e  o f P r e s id e n t

‘ . -V^  ̂ '
K ennedy w ould  be m oved  during the n igh t, and that th ere  w ould be a 7 :00  ' ;

c e r e m o n y  a t th e g r a v e  s ite  - -  w ould  he lik e  to  a tten d . He d ec id ed  that he '

s h o ul d .  So he stood  in  the r a in , sh a r in g  an u m b re lla  w ith  B obby K ennedy, -
‘■, . ->■ • ■ .' V- ------ •■ .  ’ ■ - ‘ ■ , ■ ■ ' . . • ■ ■  ; - ■ ■ . • • • • • - ■ ■ ■ • , ; , . . ■ ■  ■ •; . * r. • V.. .  ■ ■• . I ■■ ■: ■ ■' ‘ V '

 w ith  on ly  M r s . K ennedy and m e m b e r s  of the fa m ily  p resen t on the g r a y , .m is ty  

s lo p e , of  A r lin g to n  w h ile  C ard inal C u sh in g  p ra y ed .. And then  he, d ash ed  a s  

fa s t  a s  he cou ld th e  a irp o r t and tu rn ed  out to  be on ly  a h a lf  an  hour la t e .

But -this  I didn a t the t im e , ?and I w as fea r fu l that th e  good la d ie s  i

at th e-H erm itage  \a » d  th e ir  grits so u ffle  wouldn' be in con ven ien ced , by h is  n o t , 

b ein g  on th e dot.' How o ften  one cannot u n d erstan d , .s im p ly  b e c a u se  one d o e s n 't  i 

know^ th e  f a c t s . ' ' ,

B u ford  had rep ea ted  to  m e  o v er  and o v er  th at th ey  w e r e n 't  m a k in g  any^ : - ^ 

a ttem p t to  g e t a  crow d  at the a irp o r t . A nd w hen Lyndon tou ch ed  down about ' 

8:40  w ea r in g  h is  w hite  ra in co a t and a b ig  s m ile ,  on ly  a few  hundred p eop le
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hundred  p eop le  lin e d  the fe n c e .  T h e se  he w aved to^and shook  a few  hand}, and. 

th en  w e w e r e  o ff to  the H e r m ita g e . . . ^

T h e re  w e r e  s e v e r a l  thousand peop le  a long the roadw ay and so  m an y

- ’ . ~ c u -  ^

A m e r ica n  fla g s . All  day lon g  through T e n n e s s e e , I saw  f la g s .  And n ev er  w ith out 

a lif t  o f the h e a r t .  '

M any t im e s  I had b een  to the H erm ita g e  through th e y e a r s . .On our tr ip s  • 

to  and fro m  T ex a s  ,. w ith  A unt E ffie  and U n cle  G e o r g e , and m u ch  later.:w ith  ■ ,
 ̂ V ' ;

L ynda and L u c i .  I  lo o k ed  fo r w a rd  to  it  ea g er ly .:  ’ " ' . '  ̂ •

But th is  v i s i t  w a s to  be d ifferen t fro m  a lt  o th e r s . ' T  ^

. „ F o r  the f ir s t  t im e  in  m an y  y e a r s  - -  I b e lie v e  i t ' s  on ly  done f o r  P r e s id en ts  f-:

w hen w e a lig h ted  th e r e  w as an o ld  fash ion ed  h o r se -d r a w n  b la ck  c a r r ia g e  (it  m u st

have b e e n  very , e leg a n t in  it s  day) w ith  a d ign ified  old  N egro  in  l iv e r y  and s i lk  - - -j

top  h a t, s itt in g  up front w ith  the r e in s . And at the h o r s e s  heads', an e q u e r ry

in  a g o rg eo u s  s c a r le t  s u it .  Such p a g ea n try . I  would have b een  cru sh ed  n ot to  "

r id e  vin th a t c a r r ia g e ’. - ^

L yndon c h o s e  to  w a lk  up the b lo c k -lo n g  a v en u e , ced a r  l in e d , that le d  to

the w h ite  p il la r e d  front porch  of the H erm ita g e  ' ' "I

'■■i i; . ' Cath^ I and M r s . F u lto n ,'th e  w ife  o f  the C o n g r e ssm a n ,

'^ p ^ ^ l^ ^ fth e h igh  s te p , and I sa t  at the window r e lish in g  e v e r y  m o m en t: I w anted  

to  take in  ev ery th in g  at once . I^he in s id e  of the coach  aiw:ient but

e leg a n t a p p o in tm en ts , i t s  u p h o ls te r y , the l i f t s  to  the w in d o w s, .h a n iso m e  

l i g h t s . . f
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.The g r a v e l d r iv ew a y  w as lin ed  w ith  peop le - -  n ian y  ch ild ren  - -  m an y  

w  ith  f l a g s . And though it  w a s co ld  and th rea ten in g  r a in , it  w a s a m a r v e lo u s ly  

f e s t iv e  a tm o sp h e r e . ' „ ^

A t th e  fr o n t porchv,’!a l ig h te d  w ith  due r e s p e c t  for the p h o to g ra p h ers , 

p au sin g  a m o m en t on th erstep s  . -T h is  w as on e-p ictu re  I w antedlv

■X• . •■ri

:A n d  th en  th e r e  V e r e  our h o s ts  to  g r e e t  u s ; . P r e tty ,-  w h ite -h a ir e d  M rs . 

H orat i o  B u n tin , th e R eg en t o f th e  L a d ie s  H erm itage  A ss o c ia t io n ,  and a  d is ta n t ;-, r- 

k in sw o m a n  o f L y n d o n . W e ch^^^ the o th ers-w h o

s a t  on th e ,-dais w ith  u s  -  -- a c tu a lly  i t  w as th e ■ fron t porch  - -  th e  G overn or  v 

 a n d  C o n g r e ssm a n  F u lton  and C a th e r in e , A s s is ta n t  P o s tm a s te r  G en era l M cM illa n  

-who had brought the f ir s t  i s s u e s  o f the stam p  honoring the 200th  b ir th d a y  o f  th e  

- s e v e n th  P r e s id e n t,;  and b ea r in g  the p ic tu re  that we have in  L yndon's  o ff ic e  by  - i
• ' V "  > : "  - ■ ■ ■ ’ ' /  J

S u lly . O f c o u r se  S e c r e ta r y  G ard n er , m y  tra v e lin g  co m p a n io n , and P a u lin e  \  ̂ ? 

G o r e , the S e n a to r 's  w i f e .

' :I m ad e m y  l i t t le  s p e e c h , and a c tu a lly  th is  w as one T w as g la d  to  m a k e .'

. . .  - ,  .  '■■•1 ... •: iO ne s e n s e s ,  a g r e a t  p r e se n c e  in  th is  s ta te ly  m an sion .- . I t-b ea rs  the m a r k  o f a ;  ;-•*

 ̂  ̂ r ' '  ^  '{ ' -I
unique m a n  and h is  t i m e s . . Later: on , to g eth er  w e a r e  an a u th en tic  A m e r ic a n , " ^ 

a rar^e- i n ^  of h e r o ic , sta tu e . . .O f a ll  the p r e s id en ts  of th e U nited  S t a te s  ̂ there^ : ' f 

a r e  o n ly  a  fe w , -I b e l ie v e ,  w h o se  im a g e  rem a in s  s tro n g ly  w ith  u s  t o d a y . .. M en  ; 

w hom  w  a s  h av in g  once b een  f le s h  and b lood  and n ot v a gu e  \

sh ad ow s on th e  p a g es  o f h isto ry .' F o r  m e , A ndrew  J a c k so n  w a s one o f th o se  }| 

m e n . A ru gged  m an  fro m  the W e st . / It w as a proud day for  th e p e o p le .

G en era l J a ck so n  i s  th e ir  own p r e s id e n t . The p eop le  w e re  tou ch ed  b y  h im .
■ - - . I .....~ ' 'i-..-'■ ■ ■■' ■.
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■ ■ jQ '- •• -■•' ■■■' "■; ' If' ■ •■■ ;
_h e  w a s one o f th e m  — pm e of the l in e s  I l ik e d . And if  anybody thought th ere

w a s an y  i l lu s io n  to  a s im ila r ity  b etw een  P r e s id e n t J a ck so n  and the p r e se n t

i  P r e s id e n t, in  m y  m in d  th ey  w e r e  e n t ir e ly  r ig h t!  But m o s t  of the sp eech

w a s  abou t ed u cation  - -  beginn ing w ith  the fact th at the b attle  w a s  fought and

- ' w on for  th e  p r in c ip le  o f f r e e ,  co m p u lso ry  public sch o o ls  during A ndrew

J a c k so n 's tim e  and going on  t i l  now w ith  the 18 new  la w s under w h ich  w e a r e

a ttack in g  o ld  p ro b lem s w ith  new  m e th o d s, and a su m m a ry  of m y  t r ip .  . :

Mrs. Buntin  p r e s id e d , ,and C o n g ressm a n  F u lton  spoke And o f c o u r se  ^

B u ford  E llin g to n  in trod u ced  u s  b oth . And then the A ss is ta n t  P o s tm a s te r  ^ ^

1 * ■ gave u s  th e  new  sta m p s - -  an album  ea ch  to  a ll of u s  on the p la tfo r m . A nd -

L yndon w a s not ev en  on the p r o g r a m . It had b een  prin ted  b e fo re  h is  a r r iv a l

V; w a s know n. . .. _ ’

B uford  r o s e  to  in trod u ce h im . I fe lt  I could  s e e  the p le a su r e  it  gave h im ,

and c e r ta in ly  m e ,  to  have'^that good fr ien d  in trod u cin g  L yndon . And th a t, o f

c o u r s e ,  w a s the h igh poin t o f  the m orn in g  - -  to a l l  of the s e v e r a l  th ousand

ga th ered  but un der the ced a r  t r e e s  in  fron t o f u s .

V W hy^the^ ced a r  'tr e e s  at the h o m es o f the old  g rea t o n es  o f  the .. . :

South? T h ere  m u st be a r e a s o n . ' . .

T he C hief of th e P o lic e  sa id  the crow d  w as 2 0 ,000 . It s e e m e d  m u ch

s m a lle r  to  mê :̂ ^̂ ^̂ t̂ ju st  a s  m an y  a s  the grounds w ould h o ld . And a l l  e a g e r  —

fa c e d  and w arm  - -  m an y w ith  h om em ad e l i t t le  s ig n s  and fla g s  - -  f la g s  e v ery w h e re

A fter  L yndon 's s p e e c h , w e  w alked down in to  the gard en  w hich  I r em em b er  j

so  w e l l ,  a ffe c tio n a te ly . And to  the grave  s ite  o f the G en era l and h is  R a c h e l ,  -|

-•'i
■’'4

‘‘S

-̂1'

f-'.
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and w e p la ced  a la r g e  -wreath - - standing for a s o lem n m o m e n t. T h is  w as m y  

n e a r ly  fa v o r ite  p r e s id e n t , ex cep tin g  on ly  T hom as J e ffe r so n  and probab ly  

F D R . And I  lo v e  h is  h ou se  and h i s  g ro u n d s. T h ey  a r e  the h om e o f a g en tlem a n . 

T hen M r s . Buntin  took  u s th rough the hou se . m uch  a s  I a ffe c t io n a te ly  

*• r e m e m b e r e d  it  ,- b u t now I lo o k  at i t  w ith  d ifferen t e y e s  * The. e y e s  o f a w ife

■ o f a  P r e s id e n t  who th inks t h a t : so m ed a y  our h ou se  m a y  have a s m a l le r , not  ̂ ^

V : . -so grand ,xb ut s im ila r  u s e ^  tMs^fand m e a n in ^ ^ o m etim e  down t h e  y e a r s  . I  >

% “ lo v e d  w h a t l  sa w  ->v th e  r o o m s ,, the fu r n ish in g s , the c a r e . ■ I did not?like the  

v.b a r r i  a t  the door r .  T h ey  w ere  too  ja i l  lik e  . One m u st p r o te c t , kbut-at the -- 

..v'A sa m e  t im e  in v ite  a  h o sp ita b le  in te r e s t  in  the in te r io r  of the r o o m s . .A ll in  a l l  

- . w hat th ^ la d ie s  have done i s  a g rea t c r e d it .  .‘S in ce 1889, th ey 'v e  a c q u ir e d , 'r

■ ^  ..........
paid  fo r  and run th is  h e r ita g e  o f  a N a tio n .  E very th in g  had b een  ’ ;> ' thought .'^: 

i o f a t th e b rea k fa st . r%

We w e r e  s e a te d  at the long  tab le  in  the g r e a t  din ing room  - -  I  w ould  th ink- r '  

about tw en ty  o f u s - -  and began  w ith  su g a red  s tr a w b e r r ie s  .. And th en  had g r its  

so u ff le  (there i s  nothing b e tter ) and T enn e s s e e  h am .(I  cou ldn’t  have b e a r ed  to  'S^?
' S i !

- , le a v e  T e n n e ss e e  w ithout ham ) fr ie d  a p p l e s , b eaten  b is c u it , tu rk ey  ha s h .  I t  

w a s a fe a s t !

I w a s s e r v e d  on Ja ck so n  fa m ily  ch in a . The f lo w e r s , th ey  to ld  m e ,  w e r e  ' ■

' R a c h e l ’s f a v o r i t e s . And th e r e  d r ifted  in to  u s  fro m  th e s itt in g  room  th e m u s ic  ' 

o f th e  h a r p s ic h o r d , ch a rm in g , sa d , the p e r fe c t to u c h , the p e r fe c t  s e t t in g . ■ ■ I

■l
-s

i
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I sa t n ext to  M r . Bunt in , ;and we tr a c ed  the fa m ily  k in sh ip  and the. branch  

th at w ent down to T ex a s  . We ta lk ed  about the w ork  of the la d ie s  in  running  

the H e r m ita g e . H e ' s v e r y  proud o f h is  w ife  and should b e . -

■At th e end:of one o f the m o s t  m em o ra b le  m e a ls  I 'v e  e v e r  h a d , M r s . B untin  

: g a v e -m e  a  sm all:b oxw ood  fro m  the garden  at the H erm ita g e;.. I sh a ll c h e r is h  > 

i t ,  e ith e r  a t th e R anch or L yn d on 's b ir th  p la c e .

. ; L yndon had b een  the fou rth  P r e s id e n t  to b rea k fa st a t  the H erm ita g e  . • : '
' = . ■  ̂ ' . . -

. i --.  P r e s id e n t  W illia m  H ow ard T a ft , T heod ore R o o se v e lt  and F ra n k lin  D . R o o s e v e lt  

V. i V had p r e c e d e d  u s . . .And t h e y  show ed  u s a d eligh tfu l old  .p ictu re  o f T ed dy on th e * •' ,

A b a lco n y  and a ll  the cro w d s around h im . • ‘ ’
w , \   ̂ ■ ' ' . ' ' ‘ \

.:■ W e m o to rca d ed  in to  downtown N a sh v ille  through s tr e e t s  lin e d  w ith  p eo p le  - 

, - fou r or. f iv e  d eep  and lo ts  o f b a n d s , lo ts  of f la g s . We drove up to  the C ap ito l
I'i. -'li'’ .“• -V' 'r' •' •' ''I

■ ■ . ■! .■■. *f .. ■•• ..■■ r ■ .. - > . *
w h ich  i s  on a h igh  h il l  o v er lo o k in g  the c ity . T h ere  w e w ent to  B u fo rd 's  o ff ic e  ;

. . and had  a  l i t t le  t im e  for r e s t .  I had fr o z en  a t the H e rm ita g e , so  I had a sk e d  :  ̂

.-- L iz  to a rra n g e  to g e t  m y  red  d r e s s  and co a t.so m eh o w  sp ir itecL to .th e .... ; ^

 ̂ ~
. ^ Governor's office.  .^ .^ r r iv e d , I  g ra te fu lly  changed  so m e tim e

: in te r im . . ' .

. , . '  B uford  to ld  u s that the. T e n n e sse e  le g is la tu r e  w as the on ly  S tate  le g is la tu r e  |  

to  p a s s  a  R eso lu tio n  supporting L yndon’s stand in  V ie t -N a m .^  ■ '-'..'I.

, A l i t t le  b e fo re  12:00 , w e f ile d  in to  the C ham ber for  L yndon’s a d d r e ss  to

{  jo in t m e e t in g  of th e H ou se and S e n a te . c.

It w a s  an  im p r e s s iv e  se ttin g  - -  a so b er  and exp ectan t a u d ie n c e . And m o s t  ; 

of th e  burden  o f  the s p e e c h  w as V ie t -N a m , a s  it  h a s  b een  o v er  and o v er  and o v e r

^ ■ • " : ■: ■; ■ ̂ r : "; ' ; ■ ' .i:: —tv---
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The c le a r  e x p r e s s io n  o f.th e  h is to r y , and then the n ew s that B unker would.

r e p la c e  L o d g e , w ith  G ene L o c ke to  back h im  up and Bob K om er to w ork  

on P a c i f i c a t i o n .  A n i  a t the l a s t ,  a sa lu te  to G en era l W estm o re la n d  ̂ who had  

b e e n  s ta tio n ed  c lo s e  t o  N a sh v ille  and is  r em em b er e d  w ith  w a r m e s t  a d m ir a t io n . v 

Y ou co u ld  s e e  th e tid e  o f ap p rova l w a sh  a c r o s s  the r o o m .

;Then w e  w alk ed  down the ai s l e  w ith  the G o v ern o r , b etw een  the row s o f : ,. ^

 ̂ -7 -r; ;  l e g i s l at or s  and back  to B u ford ' s o f f ic e , w h ere  th e r e  w as a d e lic io u s  

' i buffet spread out and in clu d in g  so m e m o re  T e n n e sse e  ham  - -  ty p ica l  of th e s e  '

d a y s i s  ;that fo o d  n e c e s s a r i ly  ta k es  seco n d  p lace  . You m a y  have tw o good m e a ls  ■

* tw o h o u rs  a p a r t ,  o r  th er e  m a y  be a la p se  of ten  h ou rs w ith  n o th in g . » j  - -t
^   ̂ \   ̂ - S ,  ' ^:: ■ . J

W e w e r e  go in g  to  d r iv e  to  C olu m b ia; B u ford , Lyndon and I .

A s  w e w alk ed  out o f  th e  C a p ito l, th e r e  w as a band p laying and a n  ,

e n th u s ia s t ic  cro w d . T hough I had h ea rd  th ere  would be so m e  p ic k e ts  ;̂ I s a w   

no s ig n  o f a n y .  r ‘ i
f

. W e -got in to  the b a ck  se a t  o f  the c a r  and th en ,sta r ted  around ,a  ta b le  l ik e  :■ 

p e d e s ta l on  w h ich  the C apito l s i t s  . J u st a s  w e  rounded the c o r n e r , so m eth in g   - r̂

J

- h ap p en ed . It w as' a l l  so  fa s t  w e cou ld  h a rd ly  b e lie v e . s A youth  b roke fro m  the  

: ' th in n in g cro w d  and flung h im s e lf  r ig h t in front o f the ca r  T he d r iv er s la m m e d  

: . on the b r a k e s .  ^Im m ediately th er e  w e r e  o ff ic e r s  at h is  s i d e , b u t su ddenl y

young g ir l  th rew  h e r s e l f  m o re  s u c c e s s fu lly  fla t to  the grou n d , p r a c t ic a lly  

un d er  the w h e e ls .  T h ey  w e re  p ick ed  up b od ily  and m o v e d , and a s  w e w en t |

on s lo w ly  i t  took  on ly  a  sp lit  seco n d  and it  w ould have b een  q u ite  p o s s ib le  ^

to  h a v e  m is s e d  i t  e n t ir e ly .

_____ ■•• ----- •> -- ' • C/
t  i ;
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I lo ok ed  b ack  and saw  the young g ir l 's  naked le g s  - -  h er  d r e s s  around  

h er  h ip s ,  h e r  fe e t  grabbed by one o f f ic e r ,  h er  sh o u ld ers  by  an oth er  —  b ein g  

; r em o v ed  fro m  th e  r o a d . ’ ’ ■ . ’ ' '

I w onder w hat w ould happen l e g a l ly ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a lly , in  e v e r y  w a y , i f  

our d r iv e r  had n’t b een  so  qu ick  and the o ff ic e r s  so  a le r t ,  and th ey  had b een  

; actually   h i t .  W e ll, in  th is  c a se  the p u b lic ity  w a s  what th ey  w an ted  - -  th ey  ^ 

got s p a r se  m en tio n  - -  a b r ie f  paragraph in  th e  paper and I don't th ink  it  e v en  

c a lle d  th e ir  n a m e s . " ~ “

It w a s an  hour's d r iv e  to  C o lu m b ia , T e n n e s s e e , t o  the C olum bia  State

- C om m u nity  C o lleg e  - -  a w ond erfu l chance for  L yndon and B uford to v i s i t .  c  .'•'.■ • . ■■ • , • .■■ , . • .•••,. .j! , .j: : . ........ ^
' 1' ’' •■ 1' . V ' ■•‘I-..' , - •' ■ V \ /'-f'' ■ir’''.*'’’’,' <■ ■ ..f ■ ' ’

The c o lle g e  i s  r is in g  from  a b are  f ie ld .  . You cou ld  s e e  a foundation  h e r e  and : 

th e r e  a s  w ent w en t under the co ld  and dripp ing sk y  to the bunting draped  '

_ p la tfo r m , le d  by the you n gish  P r e s id e n t - t o - b e .

I se ld o m  m a k e  a  sp e ec h  in  L yndon's p r e s e n c e . T o d a y , I found m y s e lf  

doing it  o v e r  and o v er . In c a p s u le , i t  w as that new  c o lle g e s  lik e  th is  one a r e

being e s ta b lish e d  at the ra te  o f  one a w eek  a c r o s s  our cou n try ,, m ounting fro m

■ ■
eig h t ju n io r  c o l le g e s  a t the turn  o f the cen tu ry  to  680 n ow . / i .

■ The m a in  th e m e , the te r r ito r ia l  ex p a n sion  o f our country,* w h ich  had  

b een  v e r y  m u ch  pushed by the P r e s id e n t  who cam e from  th is  v e r y  a r e a  - -  

J a m e s  K . P o lk , under w h o se  A d m in istra tio n  T ex a s  and the O regon  cou n try

iand C a lifo rn ia  w e re  a l l  added to  the U nion a m id st c o n tr o v e r sy  in  the s to r m  of : |

w a r . N ow  th e te r r ito r ia l  grow th of A m e r ica  h a s en d ed . But th er e  is  a  n ew  

ag e  o f national e x p a n s io n . And that l i e s  in  ed u ca tio n .
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And then  a b r ie f  ca p su le  of our tr ip . F ro m  H ead S tart to T e a c h e r s  C o r p s 

to  C olum bia  C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e  - -  th e product of coo p era tio n  b e tw een  the peop le

■ o f a  County an d  th e ir  S tate and t h e ir  F e d e r a l G overnm ent .: . •: -

- . It-w as a to le r a b ly  good  sp e e c h  - -  p lea sa n tly  r e c e iv e d . And th en  L yndon  

: 'r o se  and m ad e a  sp e ec h  I  lo v e d .  Into a g o o d  tex t he in terp o la te d  a  deep:.

passion',; Une s. stra ight- fro m  th^ that h is  own c o lle g e  education^’had

= •m e a n t  eve r yth in g  to  m e .at a  b a la n c e . And

' ^i:l;theniI;ih6pe^s6naeh6w,Ssom  a llo ted  to  m e , I m a y  "

:repay -the^debt I owe. And I shall try." 

' l  u n v e iled  a b ron ze plaque , le f t  a s ta ck  o f books fo r  the l ib r a r y  

the w o rd s of p r a is e  fro m  the h ead  o f th e  sc h o o l v' and. then we*went';^dbw^ 

p la tfo r m , sh iv e r in g  and heading for  the car  through th e  crowd;'- A n d iit w as
- W  ' '  -V '  "  ■ '  -  '  ' * 1  ' r ’Z ^

a fr ie n d ly  crow d  .o f s e v e r a l  th ou sa n d , -braving, the dripping s k ie s

T h en  L iz ,  w ho to u ch es  e v e r y  p o ss ib le  b a s e , w as th e r e  in  fron t 'of-m e  

th e s e r io u s  fa ce  o f a B oy  Scout,  a c o lo r e d  y o u n g ster , th ree  or four young "C ‘ 

fo lk s  fro m  El l e n s v il le  S ch oo l that I had hoped to stop  to w atch  th e ir  u se  o f TV ' « 

in  ed u ca tio n , but had to  be cut out o f  the s c h e d u le . She didn't w a n t th em  

d isa p p o in ted . 'So she a sk ed  them  to  c o m e  th ere  to  r e p r e se n t  th e ir  s c h o o l.  - 

We had our p ic tu re  m a d e . 1 gave th em  a s ta ck  of b o o k s , a b ig  s m ile  and w a rm  

w o r d s ,  and then  w e w e r e  in  the c a r  and o ff,  Buford and L yndon and I .
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We d rove  t o  the hom e of P r e s id e n t  J a m e s  K . P o l k ,  w hich  i s  r e a lly  an  

in d u lg en ce  fo r  m e .  Som e tim e  I hope to  go to  the hom e o f e v e r y  one o f the  

 36 P r e s id e n t s .  B y n ow , I m u st have gone to at le a s t  12.

T h ere  w a s  a la r g e  c r o w d  in  the y a rd  of th e h an dsom e w h ite  b r ic k  s tru c tu re  

"v> w ith  the e leg a n t fron t d o o r . T h is ,  a l s o ,  the hom e of a g e n tle m a n . N o p io n eer  

lo g  cab in  h e r e . .“A n d ,it too  had b een  kept and m ain ta in ed  by a  La d ie s ' As s o c ia t io n .

- We s m ile d  a n d  w aved  to  the c r o w d . And th e n  in s id e , the la d ie s  who w e r e  - 

R e g e n ts  .,;whO;.ran the p la c e , w e re  lin ed  up to  g r e e t  us - -  h ead ed  I  b e lie v e  b y  ' : ■ 

M r s .  A u stin  R h e t. , ..V > r.'--

W e had a q u ick  tour . The h o u se  w as m o st  im p r e ss iv e ' -'- h an d som e ;

fu rn itu r e  - -  m u ch  o f it  o r ig in a l. .Som e had been  in  the W hite H ou se  w ith  P o lk ;
- ‘A ' ' f' , - . ' ,

. T h ey  did so  m an y  o f the r ig h t th in gs. That i s ,  both o f th em  had th e ir  p o r tr a its

p a in ted  by  G . P .  A . H e a ly . E x ce lle n t o n e s . And M rs .P o l k ' s  d r e s s  w as
-  -  -  '  ,

d e s ig n e d  by Wir t h .

It in t e r e s t s  m e  k e e n ly  to  s e e  a hom e of a  P r e s id e n t . And th en  across a  c e s iu m .
~ ' 4

agaiw »^ the-h und red  y e a r s  p lus p e r sp e c t iv e  o f h is to r y  , '- “r  ?- - - . • ^
' - s ' . ' ' , /  , '  ̂ r ^

'  • 'O n  th e  w a y  out o f to w n ,'w e  stopp ed  at a  Da ir y  Queen ; L yndon had had  - ■ v.uv:
• r. . .*>. ■ •• • *, • ..i- .  - v ' i . .  ■ ..

• ••_ . . _ • • -.  . . -  • - ' • . ' J >  •• • - . •• • ,i. ^ • • " • v ,  -j. %» - .  • •» ..

u s  a l l  scan n ing  the s t r e e t  co m in g  in .  He g e ts  fa m ish e d  fo r  so m eth in g  sw e e t  

so m eth in g  to g iv e  h im  e n e r g y .  L em brought a handful o f c o n e s  o v e r , an d 

L yndon d ev ou red  one w h ile  w aving le f t  and r igh t w ith  th e o th er  h an d .

. . .  -

H
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And th e n  w e  drove b ack  to N a s h v il le ,  m aking one- sto p  at a c r o s s -

r o a d s  to  s e e  th e b eau tifu l T e n n e sse e  w alk in g h o r s e s . Some b e lo n g ed  to  B u ford , 

one o f w h ich  he had g iven  u s  y e a r s  b e fo re  and w hich  now  h a s a  lo v e ly  c o lt .  

T h is ,  a  bonus fo r  the p h o to g ra p h ers. /  “ .

• r We w e r e  b ack  a t  the M ansion  by 4:00  w ith  tim e  to r e s t  w ith  a cup o f te a  - 

a n d  rea d in g  m y  n ew sp a p ers . ^
m

< And :a l i t t le  a fte r  5 :00  th e  la s t  even t o f  this- tr ip  w h ic h  w a s a  rec e p tio n  

and a  sem in a r  o f  ed u ca to rs  in v ite d  fr o m  the r eg io n  - -  T e n n e sse e ,  W est V ir g in ia ,  

A lab am a - -  c o lle g e  -p resid en ts/a n d  .su p erin ten d en ts o f-h ig h ;sch o o ls  and- s o c ia l  

w o r k e r s - in  the p io n eer in g  new  p h a ses  o f  ed u ca tio n . It had b een  p lanned  fo r   ̂

o u td o o rs  o n th e  lo v e ly  t e r r a c e  of the M a n sio n .  \  \  '

Y e s te r d a y  i t  had b een  in  th e  8 0 s . T od ay , it  had fa llen  in to  th e  5 0 s  and - 

c  o ld  and d r iz z ly .  And i t  r e a l ly  p o sed  a lo g is t ic  p rob lem  fo r  d ear  C ath erin e  

and L i z  ̂  ̂ and th e sound m en  ."i But finally.. w e w ere  s e t  up in  the m a in  liv in g

r o o m  and th e  sun  p orch  throw n to g e th er  w h e r e 'n ea r ly  every b o d y  could: h ave  a  

folding- ch air ,' w ith  a  l a r g e  seg m en t o f the p r e s s  standing arou n d . ' And a

;-i,a

ro u n d -ta b le  d is c u s s io n   m o d era ted  by Doug C ater  w ith  D r. R o se  o f the U n iv e r s ity
- - ~ 5

of A la b a m a , G overn or Hu le t t  Sm ith  of W est V ir g in ia  and a s tr ik in g ,, b e a u t ifu lly  ^ 

a r tic u la te  N eg ro  w om an nam ed  E liza b eth  B u r g e s s , H ead of the F o r e ig n  L anguage V 

D ep a rtm en t ; o f  a l l  o f the s c h o o ls  of N a s h v il le ,  I th in k , and a  s w e e t- fa c e d  

w om an who Ji, ; . a c la s s r o o m  on w h e e ls  - -  cr ip p led  and handicapped  ch ild ren  - -  ; 

in  the A pp alach ian  a r e a . . A;--',,-, .■■■. ■■
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It w a s  m o v in g , th r il l in g , ,e x c it in g  - -  what i s  happening in edu cation  in  th is  

d e c a d e , in  th is  c o u n try .

I gave th e  b r ie fe s t  su m m a ry  of our w hole tr ip , and then L yndon spoke , , ; i

- ■ • fo r  abou t 5 0  m in u te s  . It b ecam e one of th o se  t im e s  w hen you w e r e  caught up  

; ; Y in  a  s p e l l ,  d e e p ly  s t ir r e d , but I hope it  w as b ein g  tak en  down on tape and don't 

: : .th ink i t  w a s .  A nd I knew  fo r ;su r e  I  w a s m a r r ied  to an ex tra o rd in a ry  m a n .

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i t  got too  lo n g  and I w as w r itin g  out a  note sa y in g  c lo s e  soon
.  « ,  -  "  '  ' V . .

 and he w ith  e y e s  in  th e b a ck  o f  h is  h ea d , o b se rv e d  it  and to ld  the au d ien ce  s o ,  " 

lig h ten in g  th e m o o d  and m ak ing th em  la u g h  -- and kept r ig h t on ta lk in g  . T hough  

, — ? > , i t  w a s  too  lo n g , tha^ w ent a w a y /I  b e l ie v e , fe e lin g  that th e y . ‘

^  knew  t^|»t th is  hum an b e in g , Lyndon Joh n son , b e tter  vri And I th ink vath  a

:lo t  o f th em  so m e  in sp ir a tio n  --  that r a r e  q u a lity . - . " ^ "

The h igh  poin t of th e even in g  for  m e w as John G ard n er's  s h o r t ’speech.^^ .̂^ '̂

H e s a id , s im p ly , that n o r m a lly  h e 's  r e s e r v e d  but on ly_b ecause he w as so  . : - ;
-  ̂  ̂ ' 

.a ffec ted -b y  the t r ip ,  p n t  for  the f ir s t  t im e  in  h is  20 m onths in  th e C abinet : 

h e w an ted  to  pay r e s p e c t  to  the P r e s id e n t  in  p u b lic . '*It h as b een  a< p riv ilege  

to  s e e  the g e n e ra tiv e  pow er o f one m a n 's  deep  co n v iction  .*̂ T hat,for; m e  w a s  

th e g ift  o f th e t r ip . ^

. T h e G overn or and C ath erin e and Lyndon and I shook  hands w ith  a l l  o f the - 

ed u ca to rs  in  th e h a ll a s  th ey  f i le d  by in to  the dining room  fo r  a  v e r y  la te  

r e fr e s h m e n t . I th ink w e m u st have ta lk ed  at le a s t  45 m in u tes longer than anyone  

had e x p e c te d . v . ^

And then, h e  h u rr ied  u p sta ir s  for  a b a c k -s it t in g  room  m e e tin g  w ith  B u ford  r 

and about 8 or 10 e d ito r s  an d  p u b lish ers  fr o m  N a sh v ille  and the a r e a , in c lu d in g ^
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our o ld  fr ie n d , Ed Ray ̂ a n d  axv a t tr a c t iv e , young m an n am ed  K en n ed y . : It w as  

a ro o m  w h ere  w e*ve had so  m an y  m e e tin g s  that have had im p o rt fo r  th e fu tu r e .

>; I  sa t 'in  w ith  th em  fo r  a w hile  , and had a drin k  - -  v e r y  w e lco m e  a t the end

of th is  day - -  and d iv id ed  m y  .tim e b etw een  th ere  and C a th er in e 's  bedroom , w h ere  ^  

 ̂ A nn and  th e ir  a d o ra b le  gran dch ild ,: M a lin d a  ̂. and th e ir  so n -in -la w ,^  T im  W agn er , 

'and'I a i l  had  a happy l i t t le  v i s i t ,  m o s t ly  ad m irin g  the baby and ta lk in g  about 

L u c i and L ynda,-?the-things th a t'sh e  w a s going to  do w ith  the M a n s io n . - ; . - ■ 

.T hank h eaven s^ ! r em em b er e d  John G ardner who w as s t i l l  a guest* in  o n e ..

-' of the r o o m s . ; So  C ath erin e g r a c io u s ly  sen t to find h im -and b rin g  h im  i n  to  ^
'‘■t i' .  - ' ■ i

B u fo rd  ̂ and-the m e n . ,

-. It w a s a  lon g  q u estio n  and a n sw er  s e s s io n .  L itt le  n e e d lin g , but m o stly ;  

e a r n e s t , s ea r c h in g  a fte r  fa c ts ,  it  s e e m e d  to -m e . And Lyndon w a s  in  g rea t fo rm .

. It w as a l i t t le  p a st 9:00 w hen w e w ent down to the dining ro o m  . - -  B u fo r d  . . 

and C a th er in e , L yndon and I and John G ardner and the e d it o r s ; for- a -d e lic io u s  • 

 ̂ o f th e-m an y  in  th is  h ou se  f o r m e .  S ^

And a fte r  10:00 w e le ft  for  the airport: - -  ihe, w ea ry  and lo v in g  goodbye to •

: ' > ■ . ■
Catherine and Buford.  .

- V ‘ ~  ̂ . .
^  -I w ent to  the S t a t e r o o m  and c o lla p s e d , so  m u ch  so-that I w as c o m p le te ly  ; ^

o b liv io u s  to  the v e r y  rough w e a th e r , the trem en d ou s w in d , during the la s t

p art o f  our f l ig h t . And the sy m p ath etic  ap o logy  of the c r e w  a s  I go t o ff,th e  • 

plan e w as m y  f ir s t  n ew s that It had b een  b ad ] . ;

It w as n e a r ly  2:00  w hen w e w e re  in  bed at the W hite H o u s e . . B ut I cou ld n 't . 

have sp en t 3 d ays o f m y  lif e  b e t t e r , no m a tter  how w e a r in g . ^


