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Saturday, M arch 18th, began ea r ly  and was one of the b u sie s t  days of m y • 

W hite H ouse y e a r s . B reakfast at 7:30 and^comb and planning the days* .

A,- scen ario'‘.^ th  L iz .

•And then at 10:00 , into the Y ellow  Oval Room to m eet a student group  

' fro m  T ex a s , brought h ere by the T exas State S ociety  - -  H orace B usby, the 

entrepreneur and p l a n n e r  -- for th eir  annual brunch. Its purpose being to 

honor the campus, generation  in  T e x a s . . : .v-

F ir s t , . I  would do it  for B u zz; Second, for T e x a s , and e sp e c ia lly  the 

i U n iv e rs ity . ; And th ird , m o st im portantly , for young people , .:because th is  

-was a chance to show another face  of young p eop le , and another face of 

T exas .:',:They have so m uch to be proud o f . ’ '

-'V

. V

- The honored gu est w as the U n iv ersity  of T exas C ollege Bowl Team  

w hich has -just won the cham pionship on TV against team s from  other m ajor  

c o lle g e s  in a con test of academ ic knowledge that w as r e a lly  a cliff-h angin g  

th r ille r  - -  as  good as any footb a ll g a m e. D r. Ransom  had the lig h ts  on the

' <‘ ' * ' 1  ' '  ' ~ ~ -JTtow er turned orange when they w on ! ' ' ' " =r ''-^ J

. Then th ere w as B etty  Ann B uckley who d id  m u sica l-c o m ed y  type songs . - * 

P r e tty  - -  she had been  M iss  F o r t W orth. . And M ary L ou ise Sum m ers of -i ::

B aylor w ith a good opera voice-. She had tw ice won reg ional fin a lis t  in  the 

M etropol i tan Opera tr y o u ts . And L arry  F a r o r , from  Lyndon's own S a n

M arcos - -  a handsom e op eratic  bari tone . And la s t ,  and m ost excitin g  to j

the young fo lk s , the North T exas Lab Band, with exp erim en ts in  ja zz  .
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a n d  con tem p orary  m u sic  - -  w inners of ja zz  fe st iv a ls  - -  v e r y  popular with \

the mod' ,/young fo lk s - -  a unique, w ay-ou t, sort of a group . Som e with V;

b eard s and that a lien  look  and th erefore  le s s  sym pati c o  to m e .

I g reeted  them  at the door of the Y e llo w  Room - -  Buzz proudly introducing  

them  -r  co ffee  and sw eet r o lls  and co n versa tion . And I told  them  how th is :

, for m e w as only the second  b est thing<I would like m ost - -  to be a t  th eir  

v; perform an ce on Sunday -r  except I had that once in  a life  t im e  chance to get i ■: 

aw ay  for the vacation  to the i s le s  of p arad ise at C an eel B a y . " .

;. And then Lyndon cam e in ,: breaking away from  the G overnors for a i ; ■

few -m inutes and ta lked  quiefly and ea rn estly  w ith th em . I  do not think the ' ;

; m o st superc i l io u s  c ould have ca lled  him  patronizing. I w as gratefu l and 

proud. .Much of the tim e he u se s  h is  m inutes so sk illfu lly  - - 'n o t  alw ays ;• - 

He w as in  and out h ere in  a flick  of tim e . L eaving th em , I b e lie v e , - 

im p r e sse d , m ore understanding, th ings to rem em ber about it — a ta le  of 

;how the ja zz  band had made the th irty -d ay  tour of M exico , going e sp e c ia lly  

into the back country's* sm a ll towns and their w arm ly,x?e^husiastic  

g reetin g s ev ery w h ere .

G etting a. v er ifica tio n  from  B etty  Ann B u c k le y  that it  w as h er  m other - -
O JU & -.

Theta Sigm a Phi - -  who had persuaded m e to com e down to th eir  c e le b r ity

banquet in  F ort Worth in  A pril of 1960 — p ractica lly  m y jum ping-off point 

for the cam paign and for majiy sp eech es  s in c e . I gave them  some*^^^ • 

of the Y ellow  Room and then with a guide started  them  into the L in coln  R oom ,
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and the Q u een s' R oom  and sa id  goodbye and went down to see  the ;; .

. G ov ern o rs' w iv e s , who w ere congregating oh the ground floor for coffee  

and roU a and g r e e t in g s . ^

- And then our b u s;tr ip . . My sta ff w as busy putting on that v e r y “c iv iliz e d  >

' •v~a^

' - - Of co u rse  there w as that flui^y of excitem ent about m eetin g  certa in  o n e s .

rWhat w ould M rs.  L e s te r  Maddox be lik e  ? K She w as v e r y  n ice . - Andrpleasure ": ?-v

as "always in  see in g  Happy R ock efeller  who i s  one -of the w arm est .and friendliest.,.
~   ̂ ■ ' i i  

r of.:air;'of,the G overnors' .w ives . , -She told m e she: was anxious to  com e to the r.-

coff»?e and would su re ly  be at the luncheon, but that the doctor just.wouldn*t '

le t  her go on the -long bus r id e . -Her baby is- s t i l l  v er y  young. : To be able to  -

:say .'„!no',' .g ra c io u s ly  and make people think you-wanted to say  "yes.'.' i s  a . ;i

p r im e  so c ia l a s s e t .  And laughing, exuberant Betty Hughes . And I have the

k een est in te r e s t  in  m eeting  M r s . W inthrop R ock efe ller  - -  she and her'

— -  . I- ' '
-s—̂  husband are the only  R o ck efe llers  I don't know.  - . . ’.v'* .' ~ ”

 ̂ "  ■- - '  
- - W e  w alked  out together and boarded the b u ses which w ere  decorated  , ^

 ̂  ̂  ̂ . " I
wdth the p in k  paper flow ers that w ere le ft  over from  L u ci's  wedding and • >- •

. a lso  u sed  at Lynda B ird 's party . F o r  P r in c e ss  Irene . I told  the 

govern ors' ̂ w iv es  th is laughingly , saying I hoped they rea lized  th ey  had a 

th r ifty  a d m in istra tion . 
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Our destination  w as G ravely  Point - -  an em pty stretch  of land along -

the Potom ac on the V irg in ia  side on the way in from  N ational A irp ort :

w here we had 54 white, flow ering dogwoods ready for the la s t  spadeful of

d irt - -  one for each  s ta te  and te r r ito r y . We planned for a ll of the . - c

, G o v ern o rs' w iv es  to throw in  th eir  d irt s im u lta n eo u sly , follow ed by a fanfare

from  th e  navy band w hile a m o n stro u s  number of cam eras clicked:aw ay  
pl

w ith the State flying^with the sm ilin g  la d ies  planting again st the blue sk y  and

■ the P otom ac beyond and the Capitol d om e. Good p ictu re , good se ttin g ,
. ‘ - j ' - y"' '
~ ■ tbo Icbflt-^l  the b est  la id  p la n s . The tr e e s  w ere as much as two b lock s ap art, ■ 

and w e-w alked through mud to the shoe tops and the tem perature aT a freez in g  

2 9 .w ith JJ1 iiilrilhg i^inds and w hite caps on the Potom ac  

,  chattering teeth  and .varying good hum or, the la d ie s  planted th eir  - ■

; t r e e s —- anything but sim ultaneous!-^and not m any cam eras c lick in g . B e s id e s ,

.- V the wide'^ens couldn*t have gotten us a ll at once . And of cou rse for the p r e s s  : 

wa-s that there w as no one to ' . plant A labam a's tr e e  s in ce

- M r s .  Wal l ace naturall y  "was in with the other G overnors . The p rotocol 

^ b u s in e s s  of L u rleen  and‘G eorge W allace w as a  fie ld  day, for the p r e ss  n a tu ra lly , 

 T rudye F owler  been the tour guide on the bus that I had been  riding

o n . I changed to the other w here Jane F reem an  told  u s what w e w ere  p a ss in g .  

C h erry  tr e e s  and w illow s around H aines P oin t, the double alley of sou langianas  

. on P ennsylvan ia  headed toward A n acostia . F reew a y  planting, the so p h istica ted  

b rick  paving, the crepe m yrtle  of New York A venue, one of the s c h o o ls , m o re

________.  ̂ .̂........ : t - r ------------ - .1 ' ^ , - r - , ..... ...... i
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of the sm a ll tr ia n g les  and c ir c le s  w here the s tr e e ts  m e e t . It w as supposed

■ to be a cap su le  s to ry  of the w ork of our beautification  com m ittee in  the two 

year s o f i t s  l i f e . A ctually  we did not m ake an "A" on th is w onderful ' . 

opportunity . And I fe lt  fru stra ted  at the lo s s  . t  ■'.

N ash  C a stro , who does a lm ost everything superb ly , som ehow  had gotten- vr

too’m uch in  th is s c r ip t , too m any details^ about ifhis is  the E xecutive O ffice -- -
' .

Building o r  the D epartm ent of ju s t ic e ,  to  th is sop h istica ted  au d ien ce who

had been  h ere  m any t im e s . And a lso  too m uch ju st plain ta lk , b ecau se, , ' ^

la r g e ly  they wanted to look  at each  o th er ,. s iz e  each  other;up. = ; ' y.r.. _ :

But Jane and  Trudye ra llied  w ith great p resen ce  of m in d /sh o r te n in g  and

putting in  plugs for the ach ievem en ts of the co m m ittee .

V W State D epartm ent  muddy and hungry at 1:00, and .

_. -all of us m ade a b eelin e  for the bathroom  and stacks of paper to w els  - -  the

J  rea l p ic been  in the la d ie s ' room  w ith 12 lavatories . : i;
.  )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

'in  a row  and 12 G overn ors' w iv es  w ashing th eir  sh o e s . - ■ '

, : The State Department  w as a superb se ttin g . The fu rn itu re, t h e  dining '

room  —^̂ b eau tifu l. -j'But once m ore I w as aw are of the ex ce llen c ies: o f the ^

- White H ouse . The flow ers did not have the d elicate , im aginative g ra ce  o f ou rs .

. The lunch w as fa ir .  The seating  had been v e r y  sen sib ly  arranged  by

■ - d r a w i n g  num bers T out of the h at. And I found m y se lf  put in w ith M r s . Paul 

' Johnson o f M is s is s ip p i^  'We talked of th eir  lo v e ly  G overnor's M ansion^ ■

M rs . P a iew o n sk y  Tĵ e rem in isced  about Caneel Bay and m y jo y  in  going
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th ere  again  tom orrow  --  a n d M rs . Robert M cNair of South C arolina who

m ade a w arm ly, favorable im p re ss io n  on m e by speaking ad m irin g ly , ' ^

d evoted ly  of h er  p r e d e c e s so r .

'X—
 ̂ I

J .
V 5 'V-̂ .
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M rs . M cN air had the m ost forthright h earty  appreciation  and. approval of

. th e ir  p r e d e c e sso r s , the R u sse lls , , She had done such wonderful things with
/  . /7

the gounds and the house w as done,in  beautiful  .ta ste . I w as am azed  and

f.;.and bow led over,;and"w arm ly p le a sed , Biê t̂ ^bis i s  tiHe fxTat '^ fm e i  U su a lly

; the incom in g  w ife 's d escrip tion  of the condition in  which the M ansion , or

G overnm ent H o u se , :was le ft  by her p red ecesso r  has such a subtle cru elty

■/ that i t 's fea rso m e .tvA fter'lunch,, we ■ saw  the H ead-Start m ovie,  "P a ncho" , :

Viv The w iv e s  w ere  m ild ly  in te r e s t e d .  And the I  bid them  goodbye and headed

for the White H o u s e .  The r e s t  w ere d ressin g  for dinner;,. :I had the rather  

fru stra ted  fee lin g  that we lo s t  a chance , We ;had a unique, powerful ,^^captive ;; -

audience "and w e hadm*t r e a lly  m ade a s a le , W hat’s w o r s e , we hadn*t done
f l   ̂ \ ‘ -  , . - ■ ..... . ■ . .....

A ll day lo n g , Lyndon and a ll of the Cabinet labored  w ith the  ̂ ^

G overnors in  b riefin gs |prr'the give and take q u estio n s, And at 7:00 we m et

a g a in  for d in n er , A s th ey  went down the lin e  I fe lt  a lit t le  sa d . So few  o f them  ’

w ere  r e a lly  o ld , strong fr ie n d s , John Conn e lly  o f c o u r se , .the h a n d so m est: r \  i

-m an th ere  -̂ — with,out N ellie  (she; w as - having a m other-daughter, tea  for

• S haron . )  And stau iich  Bu ford E llington  and C atherine . . And Jack  Burns who 

lo o k s  lik e  a p o e t, M r s . B urns had in s is te d  on going out in  a w heelchair J

a c r o s s  the m ud today to plant h er t r e e , w hich w as one of the fa r th erest ones  

out on th e  p o in t. And not such  v etera n s but I f e e l ‘o f-fc» ^  fr iendly to us —

P h ilip  and Joan H art of V erm on t, And H ew lett and M ary A lice  Sm ith of
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W est V irg in ia . The room  w as fu ll of new fa ces  and of cou rse  the object •

of a ll  e y es  w ere  the R om neys of M ichigan - -  she m akes m e vagu ely  u n ea sy ,

a so r t of an e x c e s s  o f  v i r t u e . And the Reagans of C alifornia - -  both s le e k ly

handsom e. And the G eorge W allaces of A labam a. Our con versation  lean ed

rather h ea v ily  on m y A labam a h e r ita g e . One of the n ic e s t  co u p les , quite ;

■ r e g a r d le s s  of p arty , the w arm  and the attractive and JS^ outgoing N e ls o n  

and Happy Rock e fe lle r  had been down a ll day but couldn't s ta y  for d in n er. • ^

On the.;other hand I  got to m eet the final m em ber of the .five R o ck efe ller  ;

b roth ers that I didn’t  know - - W inthrop w as on m y  left', quite >different,;from -

zill the r e s t .  'Not quite  so  u sed  to su c c e ss  as h is  brothers it  s e e m e d  to m e ;
. - , " ~ 

and app ealin g . He lik e s  h is  job -r~ and I lik e  th at. I w as fa scin ated  with h is ' . -  .
. ■ , . > r, '' , •• ; ' ’' '■ - v \y.' ’ ■ ' ' '-‘i’ ' » t,' ”•**• • t' .- • '.V

■ ■■■ ,  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . - I ,  > ■ ■ ; ■ / :  -  ■.  V  ■ .  i  • :  ‘ - l A '

Story of h is  w ar y e a r s  and how he cam e to A rk a n sa s, r ’ . - ^

V, On m y  right w as G overnor Guy of North D akota. Young, handsom e,-

thoroughly lik ea b le  . ' ;It w as a funny thing about the K irk s  of F lo r id a  . It . ..

s e e m s  she had accepted  and regretted  two o r  three tim es  in  rather rapid v; 

su c c e s s io n , accepting ,' ! think, at~the la s t  for the luncheon and then did not ^

show , s T he Governor w as there for the m eaj^ luncheon and the b r ie f in g s , : J

but then le f t  in  the afternoon, B ess  told  m e ,; saying that he had to go and 

get h is  w ife who w as m  F lorid a  and made it  back for d inner, v e r y  m uch  

the object of a ll our e y e s , '

A R epublican G overnor, Rhoades of Ohio I b e lieve  it  w a s , gave an arou sin g  

endorsem ent o f Lyndon a t  the end of the even in g . And then after  co ffee  

and liqueur we went in  for one of the gayest entertainm ent I can rem em b er
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h s r c L  i f j  / ^ n   ̂ "

"Guys and D olls"  by Jean D a l rym ple of the New York C ity C enter L ight 

Opera Company^ Hugh O 'B rian singing "Sky M asterson " , He lo o k s lik e  

a born gam bler without any m akeup. P e r t Anita G ille tte , a v e r y  im probable  

Salvation  A rm y l a s s i e .  . Such gay num bers: " T a k e  Back Your Mink", and 

"M arry the Man T oday". Everybody w as in  a good h um or. And I fe it  it  

w as a gay ending to a hard working d ay . A n ice  balance .' Thanks to B e s s '  

good planning. '

.; And then a s  soon  as the enterta inm ent .was o v e r , the h elico p ter  whirled- '-' 

in  on the law n . Lyndon sa id  goodbye to a ll of the g u e s ts . '  And a ll of the g u ests  

cro w d ed  to windows and out on the porch to w atch the departure.  I  k is s e d  Lyndon 

goodbye for h is  lon g  trip  to G uam . And h e  w as o ff. The end of a
*’■' • ■' V  ■ ■•.v 'y - " . ''.*'•■•'.'."3 , ’■ .'-i.i •• • \ . ‘4

days ^work. And then an 18-hour flight to  begin again on another f ie ld  of ' 

.p r o b le m s . -He gathered up the Burns and the G uerreros o f Guam to go w ith  

h im . I  c irc led ;th e  floor; saying goodnight and w as upsta ir s b efore  12 . '

And then I did the m o st  enorm ou sly  se lf-in d u lgen t th in g . -I craw led  into  

■bed with a  Dubonnet and w atched a re -ru n  of "Gun Smoke" that the signal C orps ; 

had record ed  fo r  m e at 10:00. T om orrow  I w as leav ing  for the V ir gin  Islan d s .

- I fe lt  som ehow  that sp e c ia l r e lie f  that you fee l at the beginning of. a yacation:.r---. 

.^nd i t  w as d elic iou ^  in sp ite  o f a guilty  feelin g  to know that m y husband w as  

in stea d  engaged in an endurance co n test.


