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I slept unt11 9 004-- or rather I wo ke at 9 00 -- after a long mght m bed/ |
s ‘ durmg wh1ch 1 a.lternately slept and lay and hsten to the wmd as 1t beat and .

. _ battered 1ts-w11d ass»ault on th‘e-'house. The two 1ong wa.lls of the room were

my throa.t as we would round a corner a.nd there would come charglng at us
S a.nother Jeep, ;‘And'» arouhd;‘each“c‘orher, a,more be-autiful view of anothe'r blue:

,bay'zwith whit'e:"sa.ile arxd a\iittle ean-dy horse. ehoe ‘of a beach with green rno'uhtaihs
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o .Ar181ng rlght behmd 1t We passed trees w1th peelmg red bark and L thought

. ~-,:.v wmd around the parent tree and fmally 1t "1sA dead Fragrant lxmi'

, and One of the prett1est of all called the Janep -- ta11 slun, w1th

e e

L':a smooth bark that is gray and wh:.te and brown splotched It looks Just hke

A:"L

‘the camouﬂage of our’ sold:.ers in the Jungle. Blg bay trees wzthv ‘delicious.ly:

. aromatlc leaves. And mangoe -- some heav11y frulted A v1c1ous looklng

'f‘;shrub called a pmg wmg - a w11d pmeapple. It grows about 4 feet hlgh --

‘,.w

A

BRE of madrona trees . .Noble sa1d they were called the "naked Indlan“ ' And a httlef_:’ ;

¥ g » B R ‘;,..."...‘ e .,..L
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~Nob1e téld’ m‘e At was the- wastesfrom.then‘ own bodxes N and hey

mﬁc—

tanvs ‘uv P

2 this vgungle,,
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The Danes had expanded from St Thomas to St. .]'ohn brmgmg the1r

s sugar cane and the mllls w:.th them. And slave 1abor. Th?‘terrace&‘-’.r’f{e

-‘mountam sudes b\uldmg stone walls to make terraces agamst eroszon up

‘ gthe mountaln s1des, dstnpplng off the Jungle and plantlng sugar cane

)t

the sea? fartly of thm., pmkxsh red%/msh bncks that c:ame as baal.a.-e-ed m

the hold of the shxp bu._ had gone back carrymg rum and molasses And partly
from the black volcamc rock of wh1ch thls Island is made all put together w1th

cement by the ha.nd oi man. How long ago, nobody knows. ‘Nor how Iong ago
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' ~__vWe .knew t‘hat’a‘fter-the -slaves were freed in 1830-odd, it was,"it became
3 ‘economl.cally unfeas1b1e to run the Sugar cane plantatlons, and the f1e1d5gradua11y
retreated down the mountaln s1de the forests up hlgh were cut for charcoal

. _-,"/ e e

. :.‘and then pretty much abandoned But st111 e down close to the sea the last m1lls

; down another pool A w11dly dramat1c lookmg place. I wondered 1f they had o

used 1t 1n times pa.°t as a ceremomal place for worsh:.p or gather1ng.~ Anyhow,

N Arawaks
the-y: were petroglyphs on the rocks, carved Noble sa1d by the .. who

é : had hved there in pre Columb1an days maklng pottery, cult1vat1ng a few S

. thlngs leadmg a qulet and peaceful 11fe unt11 the cann1ba1 Carlbs moved l.n\D | Lk
o
kllled most of the men and took the women and ch1ldren as slaves R : L

4__4,__,.,......: dempnne e e " : L .3 .
o *—‘-
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It had been -horse—driven' ln its"ea llest days} nd we found the bJ.g ﬂa.t -
. c1rcle where the horse had gone round and round So had I Seen 1t 1n my

ch1ldhood 1n East Texas.[ And the 11ttle stone hne"ululceway where the Julce

had poured downhl.ll tnto the vat

Much of the walls were Stlll standJ.ng _Here

the Park Serv1ce had restored a bxt It d1d not have qu1te that utterl lost B )

vy P
‘,.A

Capta1n Sm1th who had taken me out when I was here before. He was an old

e

L rrlan about 77 He remembered when th1s sugar ml.ll was last in operatxon.

T He also told me rather scornfully, rather regretfully, that thlngs were dxfferent

Sk

‘, now -- that there \wasn't enough rain.’ But that there used to be Just lots of rain. -

Tt -would rain for two days and nights . And that is how they had been able to raise

= M’I‘N“O'cﬁn-‘v:n.x . w Lt s
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‘sugar cane, he-said.-

'-_~and was alrea,d_y 11; ,the .a1r'.:f'
_St Thomas. And she arnved about sun down,‘ weary and full of funny long :
""i";:stones about the two full days that it had ta.ken her to get from the Ranch to-

the Rockefeller s house here. o
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-'I‘-‘he-r"v.'v.ateriﬁé.ﬁé g10rioﬁsi$f hlu'e,‘ but the bfeéze sfili stiff; AAW"eviv—veﬂt "to

‘.‘-» Vo

PR A T

s brother,

T_he w1nds had qul.eted enough -- hea.ded for

,

o I ‘st,oppedv_e.t _the entr_e.ﬁoe j’éhd sho_.iaved‘ hei'_ the view .as'you look through the
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ha.ll out towa.rd the beach and the bay and a Shlp m the d.Lstance and St Thoma:

' beyond And a 11tt1e la.ter that extraord1nary br1111ant evem.ng star wh:.ch

. -looks 11ke 11: ha.s Just been pmned up for the occas1on...“" "
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