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I s le p t  u n til 9:00 - -  or rather I w oke at 9:00 - -  a fter  a lon g  night in b e d ^

■' ' .. jJ ---
during w hich I a ltern ate ly  s lep t and lay  and lis te n  to the wind as it  beat and 

b attered  its  w ild  a ssa u lt  bn the h o u se . The two long w a lls  of the rooin  w ere  

g la s s . . So I had the curious feelin g  that I w as on a m ountain top, right under 

the skyj p rotected  and yet u tterly  em braced  by the s to rm .' B lack  clouds w ere  

~scuttling a c r o s s  the sky and fitfu lly  the moori shone from  behind th em . The 

tr e e  outside the window w as bending from  the w ind, and the surf

on the rock s i- y . . . .  .

It w as an.r.y lo n e ly  fee lin g  for th is beautifu l, p lacid place I had known. :  

j  ; .. But awake a t . 9:00 the w orld w as gold and b r ig h t .

: . : I went dow nstairs and had coffee and fruit and cerea l and quickly  d r e s se J ,

for N oble w as h ere  and we w ere going on a hike into the m ou n ta in s, ■ ............

We had reached  Trudie and Joe Califano who are at S t . T h om as' . T hey  

had caught the f ir s t  boat over and a rr iv ed  ju s t  as  I w as getting read y  to le a v e .  

T ru d ie , g lo r io u sly  brown,'-her blond hair sw inging, w as a ll eager to go on the

. h ik e . So Trudie and Noble and I se t  out right; after b r e a k f a s t -  I never look  

at a c lo ck  from  m orning until n igh t. We rode a jeep 'to  C r u z  B ay, S t. John's

only tow n, and then clim bed  upward in a w inding, corniche drive that clung  

to the m o u n ta in -sid e , keeping alw ays on the le f t . " And m y h eart would be in  

m y throat-as w e would round a corn er and there woxald com e charging at us  

another j e e p . And around each c o r n e r , a m ore beautiful v iew  of another blue  ̂ j 

bay w ith w hite s a ils  and a lit t le  sandy h o rse  shoe .of a beach w ith  green  m ountainsi
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r is in g  right behind i t .  We p assed  tr e e s  with peeling red bark , and I thought 

of m adrona t r e e s . -Noble said  they w ere  ca lled  the "naked Indian". And a litt le ,  

sw itch  would be stuck  in the ground and they would grow under the fence p o st . 

And so  we did see  th em , often along the ro a d sid e .

- F in a lly , w e seem ed  to be winding along the third c r e s t  of the m ountain ,' 

and we- stopped at a sign  that sa id  "Old Ruin" . It pointed down the m ountain-

sid e  to a sugar m il l ,  to petrbglyphs, and t V . farth est to the beach  at

R eef Bay - -  2 -5  /1 0  m i l e s . ‘N oble sa id  it w as an old carriage  road for  oxen , 

On the downhill s id e , it  w as shored  up w ith .s to n es . But the grove i

- en croach ed  on the uphill s id e . ; And th ere had been no r e p a ir ^ fo r  how m any  

y e a r s ?  And so it  had grown narrow er and n arrow er.

The vegeta tion  w as d e n se , exotic  r -  a m yriad  v a r ie t ie s  of tr e e s  and p la n ts . 

The huge kapok tr e e  w ith its  tortured  trunk, the dead space has wide fla n g ies  /; 

reach ing  out'like the knees of the s^pHed m an . The W est Indian lo c u st , w ith . ;

  - *i t s  s late b lack .pods . , A strange p arasite  ca lled  a clu tia  that look s lik e  a  s e a -  ;  ̂

grape that grow s out of a  crotch  of a  tr e e  and then sends its  roots stra ight  

•down through the a ir  to the ground. They grow b igger and b ig g e r .  Som e , - 

wind around the parent tree  ; and fin a lly  it is  dead. F ragrant lim e  w ith that 

tin y  fru it , and one of the p re ttie s t  of a ll ca lled  the janep - -  tall," s l im , w ith ' 

a sm ooth  bark that is  gray and white and brown sp lotched . It looks ju st lik e  

the cam ouflage of our so ld ie r s  in the ju n g le . B ig bay tr e e s  with'.. ' d e lic io u sly  

arom atic  le a v e s .  And m angos - -  som e h eav ily  fru ited . A V icious looking  

shrub ca lled  a p ing-w ing - -  a w ild  p ineapple. It grow s about 4 fee t high - -
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a  m a s s -o f  long  b lad es  th a t  a r c h  g ra c e fu lly  up  and th en  bend to  the g ro u n d  - -  

e a c h  one equ ipped  w ith  l i t t le  s a w -te e th  th a t w ould ju s t  cu t you to  p ie c e s ,  i t  

w ould  l o o k  l i k ^ i f  you s tu m b le d  in to  the  p l a n t . ..
' ' •*’ '■ '-'V; \ vi;'' •• ‘ ^

, N o ble to ld  u s  th a t  the  o ld - tim e  o v e r s e e r s  p lan ted  th em  below  th e i r  b e d -  . 

ro o m  w indow s .-r-":they,needed to  k eep  th e m  open a t  n igh t f o r  th e  b r e e z e , an d  '
■ ■   

■■-. they were always :afraid;the slaves might; slip^in andfcut::their -throats ; But i ,

- rk'f i*Vi tffcTYi : i l i a / I ’ I^T»i 111 a'*n^'i ' .OiaTil'KA^a  ̂  ̂ .T P l^aV  ■.>•'■•■

butterfly or.^hermit  crab scuttling to safety under: rock. ‘ Very rarely a bird

n e s t s  . l ^ y  u p  ih  jthe t r e e s /  b ig  a s  b u sh e l b a sk e ts  . 

r of m u d .  N oble to ld  m e  i t  w as the w a s te  fro m  th e i r  own b o d ie s , .a.nd;they -c »'> 

tra v e le d , in  l i t t l e  ,t\innels fro m ;th e  g round  up the t r e e  fto th e i r  n e s ts ;tw h ic h > : " f̂^  ̂^

w e re  l ik e -a  honeycomlj-rbh th e i in s id e ;  r /̂vi ' -V£i -3
. . ................. ..

T: Bxxt th e  s tr a n g e s t :o f  yLl th in g s  w as the  Hand of TOan'in^^t^^ . .
',"1'.V: \ *' ' -

s tr a ig h t:u p  th e  ro a d  w  I t  w as p e r ilo u s  w alk ing  . And y e t i t  h ad  .been  :"t "I

u s e d  fo r  s u g a r  can e  f ie ld s , N oble to ld  m e .

Wh ite  m a n  f i r s t  cam e to  S t .  Jo h n  Is la n d  in  1718:when th e  D a n e s  ; -:,: 

e x p lo re d  i t ,  a l th ough C h r is to p h e r  C olum bus h ad  a c tu a lly  sto p p ed  a t  S t. C ro ix
4

225 y e a r s  before in 1 4 9 3  but  on ly  to  tak e  on w a te r . The T h ia s -C a r ib  In d ian s

th e re  d ro v e  th e m  aw ay , the  s to ry  g o e s .

.m-g
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The D anes had expanded from  S t. Thom as to St. John  bringing th eir  

sugar cane and the m ills  w ith th em . And s lave  la b o r . They terraced ̂ ^̂ =i-̂ Êl̂  

m ountain s id e s , building stone w a lls  to make te r r a c e s  against ero s io n  up 

the m ountain s id e s /  stripping off the jungle and planting sugar c a n e ,

V T we could actu a lly  see  som e of th ese  te r r a c e s  s t i l l .  :

And ju st as stra n g e , we began to encounter stone w a lls  - -  often  three or four . 

fee t th ick  a n d  shoulder high - - outlining a co rra l or a house s ite  or a p a s tu r e .

/ F in a lly  we cam e to one that follow ed us for miore than a m ile  down the 

m ountain sid e  along the oxen road . It w as in cred ib le  - -  the amount of labor  

that-went into building th ose  w a lls  and c learin g  that land and planting.that 

sugar cane! .- But the jungle is  avenged, and now it  i s  ju st as though m an had  

n ev er  been  h e r e .' _ • =

And then we cam e to the f ir s t  sugar m ill - -  a m ile  and a h a lf or so  up the 

m ountain sid e  from  the o cea n . T rees have sprouted in sid e its  room s and grown  

to 20 or even  30 feet ta ll . I t  I s  covered  with vine'? ■ But part o f the w a lls  stand-^^ « 

'JCihe front door outlined c le a r ly . On one s id e , about 30 feet of m a so n ry , ^

And th is w as the m o st fascinating  ta le  of a ll ,>-.because it was m ade partly  of 

aa^TDrain cora l that m ust have grown fo r , w as it  thousands of y e a r s  under 

the sea ?  -jPartly o f thiuj. pinkish r e d j^ n is h  b rick s that cam e a s  bal l a s t  in  

the hold of the ship  but had gone back carrying rum  and m o la s s e s .  And p artly

. the black vo lcan ic  rock  of w hich th is Island is  m a d e , a ll  put together with I

cem en t by the hand of m an . How long ago, nobody know s. N or how long ago . j 

abandoned.

■̂1 iiiifi. iwiiirim
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We knew that after the s la v es  w ere freed  in 1830-odd, it  w a s , it  b ecam e  

eco n o m ica lly  u n feasib le  to run the sugar cane plantations^ and the f ie l^ g r a d u a lly  

retrea ted  down the m ountain s id e , the fo r e sts  up high w ere cut for ch a rco a l,

and then p retty  rnuch abandoned. But s t i l l ,  down c lo se  to the sea  the la s t  m ills
 ̂ 'V- -. ■ '■■-r;'."'' ■ : '/■ Though
■  op erated , now driven by steam  to serv e  the dwindling cane f ie ld s . ,

- the D anes own them  and reap  the princip le financial h a r v e s t, the o v e r s e e r s , 

he sa id  :-- the people that actu a lly  lived  h ere and cam e in  contact w ith the s la v e s  -- 

w ere E n glish  or  I r is h . H en ce , the E nglish  language and m u ch , m uch la ter  ■ . .

; the habit o f driving o n  the le ft  s id e of the road . . . - - .

We o f co u rse  had acqu ired  the V irg in  Islands from  the D anes in  1917 -

■ one of the r e su lts  of the first W orld W ar. ■;

It w as farther down the m ountain that we cam e to another s ign  from  the 

 ̂ , hand o f m a n . A N ational P ark  S erv ice sign  pointed off to the right -r  2 / 10th 

r - of a m ile  t o the petroglyphs . ’ '

We le f t  the oxen road and follow ed a m uch narrow er tr a il that wound 

upward until we cam e to a w ater fa ll .  A rather en o rm o u s,.m a g n ificen t path -

• of a w ater  fa ll that w as now dry, excep t for a pool at the b a se , and farther on  

down another p o o l. A w ild ly  dram atic looking p la c e , I w ondered if  they had

u sed  it  in  t im es  past as a cerem on ia l p lace for w orship  or g a th er in g . Anyhow,
_ .. A raw aks

tJa»y w ere petroglyphs on th e ,r o ck s , carved . Noble sa id , by t h e /  - who

had liv ed  th ere in pre-C olum bian d ays, m aking pottery , cu ltivating a few  I

th in g s , lead ing a quiet and peacefu l l i f e ,  until the cannibal C aribs m oved in_ ;i
- ■ - '  ■ '. . ■ O

k illed  m o st o f the m en and took the wom en and children as s la v e s .  ’ |



S
: '"■ :- t h e  WHITE HOUSE

■'■■■.■■'  . / • ' ■ •  ; W A S H l H O T O M  ' .:' ' .^.;v;;- ., "  '. ' A- ■, \ 7 '-' ""'I!''-'.''':

T u esd ay , M arch 2 1 , 1967 P age 6 T '

It -was the C aribs that Columbus had found on S t . C roix  ̂  -And. what had .
' \ '• ■■ ■-■'■•v' - ■' :.s, ' ■ ■;- '■■ ■■ ■■'■:
b ecom e o f th em , who knows . ' -

-T he petroglyphs w ere quite c le a r ly  defined . - And one has been  u se d  as

- : a .w e ll- known in sig n ia of  ̂Caneel Ba y  plantation,: .on boats and dinner napkins and : V
- r'l - 1 \

; s ta tio n e r y . T h e r e  w e r e  perhaps s ix  or  e ight d ifferent kinds . - One in  a  shape

: o f a  g r in n in g  skull.; :One that had an a lm o s t  pixie quality  — like a ch a ra cter  ; - ;j

= 'from  P e a n u ts . iv Noble s c ooped wa ter  w ith  h is  hands fr o m  the pool and threw  i t  .: '

1 o v er  them  to  make^them. stan d out in  c le a r e r  :r e lie f .  But' it  w as n o t'th ese  ra th er . ? 
\ '

V; piti f u l:m  that in ter e sted  m e 'm o st. It w as the D an es, the b lack  s la v e s  that >
,  X- V- - ..2

, :: : had lab ored  in  the cane f ie ld s , and the E nglish  and Ir ish  o v e r s e e r s ,  and th e ir

• ■- ......... ■ I !- jr- ." fu tile  attem pt to  turn th is  s te ep  m ountainside into a fa rm . Such arrogan ce . ^

■V to g e t-t ired .' The tra il w as fla tten ing .ou t. We w ere  ■
i

approaching the s e a . T here w ere a few  m ore fam iliar  things -- .b a m b o o , th ick  - -  .f
j/ '?

'm o th e r - in -law 's  tongue', South S ib eria  - -  and occasionally; m y  old  friend: l a n ta n a  .;1 

T h ere  is.-m uch.about th is  p lace that rem inds of Bang S e n g , Thailand and'the B ay  -:̂ ^̂^

;' o f Siam; th e  blue s e a  and the wooded m ou nta in s.; B u t.it la ck s the v o lc a n ity
' ’ - ' , ' \  J

o f that la n d . . , " " ' ~ .

J u s t  a s  we. cam e -within  the sea  i' we^ saw  the ru in s o f the la s t  .

sugar fa c to r y . It had been  in  u se  when N ob les' father was a c h ild . ■ He had to ld  

h im  ta le s  o f how he would go to one side of it  and rece iv e  a ta ste  of the rum  in . 

a dipper and on the other sid e  your litt le  b o y  could go and get a s tic k  of su gar  

■■ cane t o  ch ew .  ‘vr’-- , , V\' ^

: .  ■ ■ '-2 -;  ■ s i r ' ^
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It had b een  h o r s e -d r iv e n  in  i t s  e a r l ie s t  days^ y^nd we found th e b ig  fla t  

c ir c le  w here the h o rse  had gone round and round. So had I seen  i t  in m y '

. childhood in  E ast T exas!  And the litt le  stone lin ed slu icew ay  w here the ju ice  

had poured downhill tnto the v a t. Much of the w a lls  w ere s t i l l  standing. H ere

■ the P ark  S erv ice  had resto red  a b it . It did not'have quite that u tte r ly  "l o s t
f/ ' ’ ■ ■ : 

; in the jungle" look  -wi th 30- f eet tr e e s  grow ing from  the r o o m s ,

The g ea rs  w ere  s t i l l  in  p lace . H uge, rusting m ach in ery  and enorm ous  

round p o ts , four or five  fee t in  d ia m eter . ~ ' -

-  ; A m azin gly  enough, back up along the trail, we had com e a c r o s s  sev er a l ■

' . s ig n s 'o f  m a n . T hree o f th ese  huge pots w ere used  for w ater for ca ttle  - -

scraw n y, boney c a t t le . And o cca sio n a lly  beside the roadw ay, the ru sted  r im

■ . of an o x -c a r t  w h ee l.

, . Steam  engines had been  brought in  to rep lace  the m otive pow er of the h o r s e . ' ;

- I  hie nt over eind read  the legend  that appeared on the side of the great  

en g in e , now partly  grown over with v in e s .  "A & M McOnie - G lasgow , Scotland r '

, .,. .-1861" ,:rAnd thus it  had p e r s is te d  to a dwindling econom y until about 1924. It

• „ a lm o st on the beach - -  a beautiful sandy b each . And we saw  a lo n g ,

com fortab le'b oat awaiting u s with col d b eer and the m anager of C aneel B ay and 

Captain Sm ith , who had taken m e out when I w as h ere b e fo re . He w as an old  

m an about 77 . He rem em b ered  when th is sugar m ill was la s t  in  op eration ,

( He a lso  to ld  m e rather sco rn fu lly , rather reg retfu lly , that things w ere d ifferen t >

now - -  that there w asn 't enough ra in . But that there used  to be ju st lo ts  of r a in . i 

It would rain  for two days and n ig h ts . And that is  how they had been  ab le to r a is e  I
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sugar can e, he sa id . "

. The w ater w as g lo r io u sly  b lu e, but the b reeze  s t i l l  s t i f f .  We went to

C r u z  B a y , p a ssed  sev er a l anchored catam arans and g listen in g  w hite sa il  .

b o a ts . And in  pur jeep s and back to the h o u se .

B e s s  and Joe w ere in from  snorkeling - -  or rather sw im m in g , b ecau se ■:

the w ater-had been  too m urky and wind too high to snorkel h ap p ily . '

' , ; W buffet.

T h e n ^  lis te n ed  to the sad new s that Lynda B ird w as having trouble getting

; in  - -  bad w eather . - In ev ita b ly , m y  m ind went to Stephen and A udrey C u r r ie r , :

and I w as thankful for the S ecret S e r v ic e , sure that they would make her s ta y  - 
'X

in  San Juan. — Jerry^told m e that that w as one of the five  m o st dangerous  

p la ces  in  the w orld  if  the .flight w asn ’t con sid ered  en tir e ly  safe .  ' : i ; *

F o r  al l  our ignoring of t im e , I saw som eon es watch at the lunch‘table and 

i t  w as 3 :30 . :So I know it  m u st have been after 4:00 when I went to take a n ap .  ̂  ̂

But in stea d , read "Look Hom eward Angel" by Thom as W olfe — a fallout of our - 

tr ip  t o  N a sh v ille . ;  The book had been  given to m e by Thom as Wolfe's  b ro th er , 

F r e d , in  th eir  old h o m e .  ̂ - ' '

J e r r y  ca lled  m e and said  that Lynda B ird had a rrived  sa fe ly  in  San Juan V 

and w as a lread y  in  the a ir .  The winds had quieted enough - -  headed for •

: S t. T h o m a s. And she a rr ived  about sun down,, w eary and fu ll of funny long  

s to r ie s  about the two fu ll days that it  had taken her to get from  the Ranch to 

the R o c k e fe lle r 's house h e r e , 1

I stopped at the entrance and showed her the v iew  as you l ook through the |
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h a ll out toward, the beach  and the bay and a ship in the d istance and S t. Thom as 

beyond . And a litt le  la te r ,  that extraordinary brillian t evening sta r  w hich •

o cca s io n .

. She and B e s s  and I had a m erry  tim e before dinner w  ̂ drink and the  

lon g  r e c ita l of her au d acity , and then w e dined by candle light^^.-i’h e r e  w as a 

pow er ,fa ilu re /|w ith  a good b roiled  steak  and a birthday cake for L ynda. 'B e s s  - ■ 

had thought of it  - -  w ith sp a rk lers  on top . And I  brought down her. p resen t, ' \  

s o m e  old D ick en s b ook s, including C hristm as C arol, which Mr . F lem in g  had 

found for m e . :And B e ss  gave her a m ask  and a snorkel tu be. H er daddy had  

sen t h er  a tra v e lin g  c lo c k , G eorge a pearl b ra celet and the sec r e t  s e r v ic e  e a r -  

rin gs to m a tch . I think she m ight ca rry  the v' 

th ose who know h er  b e s t .  -And Luci and P a t, a lounging outfit.

pr e c in cts  she liv e s  in .

' And then we w ent to bed e a r ly ,  the wind quieting a b it, and a ll o f hoping 

for 80° w eather and the s t i l l  se a  tom orrow .

i


