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I woke late w1th Lynda. close by in the next bed And the fn'st thmg I

_was aware of was that the tree outs:.de of the w:.ndow was stJ.ll -- the w:.nd hap

o,

lapd the Jsky was stlll gray. : The two days of storrny weather that had kept;

_Lynda from commg were: past And when I had coffee on the 11tt1e porch_ ‘
B ~:downsta~i'rfs;:5]3ess v,and-:Noble,_aesu;-‘ed me‘ that 1 he sun;-:would soon'be‘out.

S am lihe a rrli,"_seficounting myhttle stack of _h’d_{;ré , painfully aware:'that

' 'plants:to bloom.,_ They are flfteen, even twenty, feet tall And now they

i
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: a_re turmng yellow lJ.ke a glant caxf&labra. And there were huge Plpe- , Lol

; organ cactus ' and some that looked 11ke a devxls pm cushlon w1th a red ral.sed
B center.,Desert plants and Jungle growth 51de by szde -- cactus and mango f;;'z'
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. trees -.- are one thmg that: amaze me. Another is the absence of man. He 8 -
‘here but he s only really brushed it M these Islands. Occas1onally we saw o

the stone. ‘r,ums m old sugar mllls ' and occasmnally a house ;."f"fi_.t ‘_o_n a .whlte._

"',;v-cre scent_beach or hJ.gh upon the chffs . X

:Past noon eached Norman Island, got ,_'ur snorkelmg gea 3 lowe.red.

'7"“the d1 ghy, and Nob e'} and Bess and I paddled overvto ‘the ‘aves. ,Ihe'se' were Y

,_-treasu e we saw ; as a most remarkable colonng of the r'ock Golds and Plnks".‘_ !

and 'reds I was fam111ar w1th and the green m1ght have been from'copper. But e

"Aorch;d‘-l ne,ver 'sa' .‘before 5 sort of a gar1sh translucent orchxd _’a lavender.l

h It was gett1 n darker, and up ahead J.t was Jet black and we heard a bat
screechlng, so we tu ned and paddled out In he sunsh1ne, we' 'put on our

d sl1pped over the edge 1nto the world of enchantment w:.th L

brain ¢ al :and. spréading formations of antler coral and

_,gxcolumn_ oral like athedra .spires. And_ here and ther‘ef,; sea'fans ,wav_'ing in‘:"

e the water -‘-purple and green and greemsh yellow_ aThere were the demzens
I knew well -= the blue head rass w:.th 1ts collar of blue and Whlte and black '

'around 1t‘s neck and the four eyed butterfly f1sh Noble told us 1ts enemies

\}

_ \b B ﬁ'unk 1t‘s g01ng to sw1m one way when 1t sees thsse eye -11ke 5pots on the tall

and 1t's really headmg the other. Beautl.ful blue tang, often four or f:.ve of them

‘ together. The repulsxve hzard fJ.sh that looks h.ke a serpent ly1ng on the bottom, :

i
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’“‘bl.c when YOu approach hlm, be ﬂashes awav w1th surpnsmg SPeed N°ble |

.'_--fsa1d he ca.n't sw:.m far though An angelﬁsh m many var1t1es. The queen-.-
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tlmes the goat f1sh colored w1th a frmge of pka.sh red 5p1nes

o of St Johns Island We stopped at Reef Bay for some more snorkehng -

B " a great w1de c1rc1e of wh).te sand There were four people s:.ttmg on the

.‘The ‘wa_ter below me dappled'w:.th _sunshlne with the beautiful white Saudy E
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| - Orlce -close-to the coral reef, I saw the _most.outrageous"looking fish, a . R

' '_f quxte bloated and ﬁangry look'ing'_."and'mOSt amuslng';w_And several B

\ hen we were t1red we chmbed up onto‘the Caneel Bay Mary and had» ;

ﬁour 31unch an enormous assortment of roast beef and cottage cheese dehc:.ous

’ After lunch we started up agam. We were go:.ng to complete the c:.rcle

‘beach We sllpped 1nto the water and looked down Here 1t was quxte shallow. o
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o and long_w:.th only thelr head and eyes clearly marked

: "f_fwavmg in a meadow and not at a11 11ke the huge gargomum around .«Norman

e Island or Clnnamon Bay, a. turtle whlch looked llke huge bushes of tubulurp/'_ .
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bottom, rxppled by the waves

| Once up close to the rocks we saw a school of . yellow gr,‘tunt -- hundreds

and hundreds of httle yellow f1sh that I swam rlght aznong fhough I never touched :

And once I saw three f1sh that were as transpa.rent asl egg wh1te -- thxn.-. :

Here there was grass on the ﬂoor of the ocean, but 1t looked 11ke grass

. But 1t-was really made out of tmy'ammals .

No other day had I seen anyth).ng as b1g as the pompano -

,'..; spade—ta:.led It had swum along bes:.de me on: my f:.rst day in,

| about three feet long and two feet across . It was probably‘about two-thl.rds L

e e e

And close to the rocks thJ.s mormng,v_‘I'- had seen qul.te 'a" few_large f:.sh

I got txred and walked out on the lovelyr wh1te sandy,_

very soft ffa*;;ly-; |

feet Bess went over to talk to the people on the beach Later she told me

,._.that ’there was‘a,c_ouple whoworked for :VISTA,_ runmng a Head Star.t _school. ST
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. out on her bed And we. talked‘ %and talked for fully two hours watch.tng\.the
The last rays of the sun turned them pmk and for a glor:.ous half hour we
- watched them fade .

of marnage h1s career and m111tary serv1ce . Very much about herself

“of kLy_n_da . i

Somebody £or me'to play brxdge w1th and walk through the woods thh . and .

_'-"'soft spoken, vsweet‘natured people for Lyndon. B

'with a completely ne_w_. f_eellng about William Faullcner -- h:_.s talents strll

: gloriously' intact, but expande'd to include'humor and wholesome people'.
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We landed back at Cruiz Bay, bounced home in the Jeep along the cornlche

road and walked under the _ .. £3t the Rockefeller s house as the ‘_sun,‘ B

was gettxng low . .':'\

o I got a good tall drxnk and went up to Lynda B:.rd's room -- she stretched )

And then a great br1111ant evenmg star came out It'

brrghter here than anyplace I remember. .It_was the longest best talk I‘ve o

had w1th Lynda m years about her JOb her future George the problems SR

\_...

It was atter 7.:(}0 when we '__went down,to ’dlnneri -‘-'just the’ three_ of' us_ o

This 1sperfect, just right, for a time, for no other way would I see somuch b

Another tune I would would l1ke to come here w1th three or four couples -

After"dmner, Lynda went walkmg w1th M1ke and I went to bed wrth my

book ﬁ Tom Wolff ”Look Homeward Angel" T have f:.mshed the "Reavers" L

I had dlpped into "A G:.rl ere I” by Nﬁiﬂﬁﬂ, but found it too brxttle and
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The moon \}vaisfful»l_j a{nd the setting perfec‘:t._‘ I _cciuid ask no more of.mY o a

I g

days héi"e, uvnles"s 1t were L‘.'jynéon'; And 'o'nnljf:thve.n: if he é‘r‘.njoyéd'i_t‘-a_,sf;riuch as

o




