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I  w o k e  l a t e  w i t h  Lynda c lo se  by  in  the n ex t b e d . And t h e  f ir s t  th ing I 

w as aw a re  o f  w a s th at th e  tr e e  o u tsid e  o f the w indow  w a s s t i l l  - -  the w ind had  

lai d ,  the sk y  w a s s t i l l  g r a y . The tw o d ays o f s to r m y  w ea th er  th a t  had kept 

L ynda fro m  co m in g  w e r e  p a s t . And w hen I had co ffee  on the l i t t le  p orch  

d o w n sta ir s , B e s s  and N oble  a s su r e d  m e  that the sun w ould soon  be o u t,

I  aim lik e  a m is e r  counting m y  l it t le  s ta c k  o f h o u r s , p a in fu lly  aw are that 

h a lf  o f th em 'a re  gone but g loatin g  over  th o se  th a t r e m a in . And Lynda i s  h ere , 

to  sp en d  th em  w ith .

A t .11:00 w e le f t  for C r u z  B ay  and boarded  the C an eel B ay  M a ry  w ith  

C aptain  S m ith  for  a>day of Islan d  ' - hopping -- :  our d e s tin a tio n , N orm an

I slan d  in  the B r it ish  V ir g in s  - -  and our route lea d in g  u s .th ro u g h  S ir  F r a n c is  

D r a k e 's  p a ssa g e  p a st B ig  P a tch  and L it t le  T hatch and T o r to la .  W e'v e c e r ta in ly  'V 

c o v e r e d  a  lo t  o f the sa m e  grou n d , S ir  F r a n c is  and I - -  w id e ly  sep a ra ted  fr o m  1 

P o in te  R e y e s , C a lifo rn ia  to  the V ir g in  Isla n d s in  the C arib b ean . i

Soon the sun  ca m e out and:it w as a  day of w hite  s a i ls  and b lue w a te r , •

w ith  L yn d a  B ird  aud I  ly in g  on d eck  g ettin g  a sun tan , and the p e lic a n s  and . ?

s e a  g u lls  w h ee lin g  above u s  - -  m ak ing our w ay b etw een  the v o lc a n ic  Is la n d s  _ ‘ 

w ith  the su r f  w h iten ed  on the iroclsy s h o r e . It w as the tim e for  the C en tu ry  

p lan ts to  b lo o m . T h ey ;a re  f if te e n , ev en  tw en ty , fe e t  t a l l .  And now t h e y ' 

a r e  tu rn in g  y e llo w  lik e  a giant . cai^ fclabra. And th ere  w e re  huge p ip e -  . 

o rg a n  c a c tu s , and so m e  that look ed  lik e  a d e v ils  pin cu sh io n  w ith  a  r e d -r a is e d  

c e n t e r . D e s e r t  p lan ts and ju g g le  grow th  s id e  by s id e  - -  ca ctu s  and m ango

i-
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t r e e s  - -  a re  one th in g  that am aze  m e . A nother i s  th e  a b sen ce  of m a n /  He*s 

h e r e  but he*s on ly  r e a lly  b ru sh ed  it̂ t*>t th e se  I s la n d s  . O c c a s io n a lly  w e saw  

the ston e ru in s  &  old  sugar m i l l s ,  and o c c a s io n a lly  a  h ou se  , on a w hite, 

c r e s c e n t  b ea ch  or h igh  upon the c l i f f s .

P a s t  noon w e rea ch ed  N orm an Is la n d , got our sn o rk e lin g  g e a r , lo w e re d  

the d in gh y , and N oble and B e s s  and I paddled over  to the c a v e s .  T h e se  w e r e  

su p p o sed  to  h a v e  b een  u s e d  in  the d ays of the p ir a te s  to h ide tr e a su r e  in ,  - And  

i t ' s  e a s y  to  im a g in e  a s  you g lid e  into the co o l d a r k n e ss , th a t th ey  m igh t have V / 

h o is t e d  a c h e s t  up .onto so m e  le d g e  w h ere  it  w ould be but o f s ig h t . But the on ly  

: tr e a su r e  w e sa w  w as a m o s t  rem a rk a b le  co lo r in g  of the r o c k . G olds and p inks  

and r ed s  I w a s  fa m ilia r  w ith , and the g r ee n  m igh t have b een  fro m  c o p p e r . But t  

o rch id  I n e v e r  sa w  b efo re  - -  so r t  o f  a g a r ish , tr a n s lu c e n t o rch id  >  la v e n d e r . ip 

.It w a s gettin g  d a r k e r , and up ahead  it  w as je t -b la c k  and w e h ea rd  a bat 

s c r e e c h in g , so  w e tu rn ed  and paddled o u t. In the su n sh in e , w e put on bur ' ^

sn o rk e lin g  ou tfit and s lip p ed  o v er  the edge into the w orld  o f ench an tm en t w ith  

g r e a t  round d o m es o f  b ra in  c o r a l and sp read in g  fo rm a tio n s  of a n tler  c o r a l and - I 

co lu m n  c o r a l  l ik e  ca th ed ra l s p i r e s .  And h ere  and th e r e , s e a  fa n s w aving in  ' 

the w a ter  - -  purple and g reen  and g r e e n ish  y e llo w . T h e re  w ere  th e d e n iz e n s  '

I knew  w e ll  - -  the blue h ead  r a s s  w ith  it s  c o lla r  o f blue and w hite and b la c k  

around i t ’s n e c k  and the fo u r -e y e d  b u tter fly  f is h .  N oble to ld  u s  i t s  e n e m ie s  

thin k  i t's go in g  to  sw im  one w ay w hen it  s e e s  th&se e y e - l ik e  sp o ts  on the t a i l ,  i

and it*s r e a l ly  h ead in g  th e o th er . B eau tifu l b lue ta n g , o ften  four or fiv e  of th em  t 

to g e th e r . T he r e p u ls iv e  l iz a r d  f ish  that lo o k s  lik e  a ser p e n t ly in g  on the b o tto m , I
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but w hen you app roach  h im , h e  f la s h e s  aw ay w ith  su r p r is in g  s p e e d . N ob le  

sa id  h e  can*t sw im  far  though.: An a n g e lfish  in  m any v a r i^ ies  . T he q u een -  

' a n g e l - -  loveliest o f  g reen  and blue and y e llo w , a lm o s t  p h o sp h o r e sc e n t. ;

. And th e F r e n c h  an gel in  h is  b la ck  and y e llo w  co n v ic t s t r ip e . And th e  l i t t le  

sw iiai f i s h - ^  w ith  tin y  sp o ts  o f b r illia n t blue a lm o s t  lik e

p h o sp h o rescen t l ig h t s . .

Suddenly J e r r y  pointed  dow n, and th ere  on the flo o r  of the o cea n  w a s  w h at  

' - a p p ea red  to  be a  b ig  old  p o t. P ro b a b ly  iro n  and overgrow n  w ith  m o s s ,  no doubt ;■

’ dropped  th e r e  fro m  so m e  p ir a te ' s sh ip . N oble  sw am  down and tou ch ed  i t .  It 

w a s quite so ft  and m a lle a b le  in  h is  h a n d s . He su r fa ced  and s a id  th a t/w a s a 

b a sk e t sp o n g e . ’ ’

So m uch  fo r  th e fram e of m in d of look in g  for  p ira te  tr e a su r e .^  We saw  a  ; 

lo t  o f s e r g e a n t-m a jo r s  fo llow in g  each  oth er in  form ation  - -  th e ir  s tr ip e s  m ak in g  

•: th em  the e a s ie s t  to  r e c o g n iz e . - P a r r o t  f is h  sw am  by in  e v e r y  hue o f b lue and

g r e e n  and y e llo w  a lm o s t  two fe e t  lo n g , so m e of them ;v.though d is ta n c e  i s  ^

.. v e r y  d e c ep tiv e  under w ater  . You have on ly  to  lo o k  a t your, n e ig h b o rs 'fo o t or ■ - : J 

your o w n jia n d . , - , " '  ^
• ^ ■ ’ j '  ‘- . 'J i  „■ ■ ‘ •• ■ '* ',■ ' ‘■ • . i i ,  r ' i" ■ ■

A s w e sw am  w ith  the c o r a l fo r m a tio n s , we a ll  look ed  for s e a  u r c h in  

one of the few  d an gerou s th in gs in  th e se  b eau tifu l w a te r s  . T h e y  •a»e lo n g  b la c k  

sp in e s  cap ab le  o f in f lic tin g  v e r y  s e v e r e  pain,' though N orm an  cou ld  sw im  down  

u n d er , sco o p  one up w ith  h is  h an d s, guarding it  s a fe ly  undern eath  and you  ' 1
cou ld  w atch  i t  w a lk  v e r y  s lo w ly  on i t s  bottom  s p in e s , p r o g r e s s in g  a c r o s s  h is  

■ h a n d . - ' . : ' ;  V ‘ . ' V '
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O nce c lo s e  to the c o r a l r e e f ,  I saw  the m o st o u trageou s look in g  f i s h ,  a  

, pu ffer - -  qu ite b loa ted  and ' - angry  look in g  and m o s t  am u sin g  . A nd s e v e r a l  

t im e s  the goat f is h ,  c o lo r e d  w ith  a fr in g e  of p in k ish  red  s p in e s . -

W hen w e w e re  t ir e d , w e c lim b ed  up onto the C an eel B ay  M ary  and  had  

r our lu n ch , an  en orm o u s a s so r tm e n t o f r o a s t  b e e f and co tta g e  c h e e s e ,  d e lic io u s  

w a te r -m e lo n  rind  p r e s e r v e s , tu rk ey  and crab  m e a t and sh r im p  and lo t s  of

fr u it . But no pound cake w h ich  m u st be one of the s p e c ia l t ie s  o f th e  .

■ R o c k e fe l le r  c u i s in e .  - L ynda r em em b er e d  i t  from  J a ck so n  L odge .

 ̂ . I 've  done ev ery th in g  h ere  I w anted to^except lo s e  w e ig h t.

; ‘ W h en ever-I raisd^m y e y e s  to th e se  v o lc a n ic  h i l l s , I w as a p p a lled  a t the  

. a u d a city  o f m an  in  try in g  to turn  th em  into su gar cane p lan tation s , T h ey  

/  a re  so  s te e p  and ro ck y  and m o s t ly  so  th ick ly  w ooded , a lm o s t  a l l  seco n d

g ro w th . O nly’a few  b ig  t r e e s  lik e  kapok and banyan w ere  le f t  w hen th e  s la v e s .

• ■ - c le a r e d  th e. s lo p e s  and b u ilt the r o c k 'te r r a c e s .  ' .

I  a sk ed  C aptain  Sm ith  what he r e m e m b e r e d . He to ld  u s  that one m il l  

w a s s t i l l  in  o p era tio n  when he w as a b o y . H e ' s 7 7 . H e sa id  he w ent to  w o rk  '

' fo r -2 0^ a  day  a n d  everyb od y  w orked  h a r d . But; he sa id , th e r e  w a s  lotJ& m o r e  

\  a : r a in  th en  .' I w onder i f  it*3 tru e  that everyth ing , you ,p lanted  grew ."  . ' ;

' A fte r  lun ch  w e sta r ted  up a g a in . We w ere  going to co m p le te  the c ir c le  

o f S t . Johns  I s la n d . We  stopped  at R e e f  B ay for som e m o re  sn o rk e lin g  - -  

a  g r e a t  w ide c ir c le  o f w hite sa n d . T h ere  w ere  four p eop le  s it t in g  on the |

b e a c h . We s lip p ed  into the w ater  and look ed  dow n. H ere  it  w a s qu ite sh a llo w . ;J

The w a ter  b e lo w  m e  dappled w ith  su n sh in e  w ith  the b eau tifu l w hite  sa n d y
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b o tto m , r ip p led  by the w a v e s .  •

O nce up c lo s e  to the r o c k s , w e saw  a sch o o l o f y e llo w  g r u n t  - -  hundreds  

and h u nd red s o f l i t t le  y e llo w  f ish  that I sw am  righ t am ong though I n e v e r  to u ch ed

.one - v'”- '

^ A n d  on ce  I  sa w  th re e  f is h  that w e r e  a s  tra n sp a ren t a s  eg g  w h ite  - -  th in  ; 

and lo n g  w ith  on ly  th e ir  head  and e y e s  c le a r ly  m a r k e d . , |

‘ H e r e  th e r e  w a s  g r a s s  on the f lo o r  of the o c e a n , but it  lo o k ed  lik e  g r a s s  ' 

w aving  in  a  m ead ow  and not at a l l  lik e  the huge gargon ium  around N orm an  ,

Is la n d  or C innam on B a y , a  tu rtle  w hich  look ed  lik e  huge b u sh es o f tubular /ft̂  

f r o n d s . 'B u t it w a s r e a l ly  m ad e ou t o f t in y  a n im a ls .

N o o th er  d ay  had I s e e n  anything a s  b ig  a s  the pom pano - -  

th in ,’ s p a d e - ta i le d . .  It had sw um  alon g  b e s id e  m e bn m y  f ir s t  day in .  He lo o k ed  -> 

about th re e  fe e t  lo n g  and tw o fe e t  a c r o s s .  It w as probab ly  about tw o -th ir d s  '

th at b ig .  : ;  ̂ ■'"'/'S' •' -frS

: 'And c lo s e  to  the ro ck s  th is  m o rn in g , i  had s e e n  quite .a few  la r g e  f i s h ,  ' 

y e l l o w ,'a p p a r e n tly  tw o fe e t  lon g  w h ich  N orm an h ad  to ld  m e w e r e  baby Jew

■ f i s h .<•;- ' ■ 'v;-;; |

I got t ir e d  and w alk ed  out on the lo v e ly  w hite sand r - v e r y  so ft  to  m y  - -

f e e t .  B e s s  w ent o v e r  to  ta lk  to  the peop le  on the b e a c h . L a te r  sh e  to ld  m e  

th a t th er e  w as a cou p le  who w orked  fo r  V IS T A , running a H ead S ta rt s c h o o l .
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We lan d ed  back -at C r u z  B a y , bounced  honne in  the je e p  a long the c o rn ich e  . 

road  and w alk ed  under th e '^ ^ ^ sm a !^ ^  the R o c k e fe l le r 's  h o u se  a s  the sun  

w a s gettin g  lo w . I V...■ •

I got a good  ta ll  drink and w ent up to  Lynda B ir d ' s room  - -  she s tr e tc h e d  

out on h e r  b e d . And w e ta lk ed  and ta lk ed  for fu lly  two h o u r s , w atch in g  the 

sun s in k  behind S t .  T h om as and the h ea v en s f i l l  w ith  a bank of g r a y  c lo u d s .

T he la s t  r a y s  o f  the sun tu rn ed  th em  pink and for a g lo r io u s  h a lf h ou r w e  

w a tch ed  th em  fade And then a g r e a t , b r illia n t even in g  s ta r  ca m e p u t .  I t' s  

b r ig h ter  h e r e  than anyp lace  I r e m e m b e r , It w as the lo n g e s t ,  b e s t  ta lk  I've  

had w ith  Lynda in  y e a r s ,  about h er  jo b , h er  fu tu re , G e o rg e , the p r o b le m s  ;

o f m a r r ia g e ,  h is  c a r e e r  and m il i ta r y  s e r v ic e .  V e r y  m u ch  about h e r s e l f .

It w a s  a fter  7 :0 0 w hen w e w ent down to  d inner - -  ju st  the th r e e  o f  u s .

T h is  i s  p e r fe c t ,  ju st  r ig h t, for  a t im e , for  no oth er w ay  w ould  I s e e  so  m u ch  

. o f L y n d a .   ■ ■ ' •

A nother tim e  I w ould  w ould lik e  to  com e h ere  w ith  th re e  o r  four, c o u p le s . - i  

S om eb od y  for  m e  to p lay  b r id ge  w ith  and w a lk  through th e  w ood s w ith , and - - 

so ft-sp o k e n , sw e e t  n atu red  peop le  for  L yndon .  ̂ :

A fter  d inner,"L ynda w en t w alk in g w ith  M ik e, and I w ent to  bed  w ith  m y  

book  ^  [T hom as] W olfe, "Look H om ew ard A n g e l" . I  have f in ish e d  th e " R ea v ers"  

w ith  a c o m p le te ly  new  fe e lin g  abou t W illia m  F au lkn er - -  h is  ta le n ts  s t i l l  

g lo r io u s ly  in ta c t , but expanded to  in clu d e hum or and w h o le so m e  p e o p le .

I had d ipped into  "A G ir l L ik e  I" by A n ita  L o o s  but found i t  too  b r it t le  and

■ lig h t .:  , , /,

■i

v-k
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T he m oon  w a s  fu ll and the se ttin g  p e r fe c t .  I cou ld  a s k  no m o r e  of m y  

d ays h e r e ,  u n le s s  it  w ere  L yn d on . And on ly  then  i f  he en joyed  it  a s  m u ch  asI do.

T


