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We aw oke p le a s a n tly  r e la x e d  a t C am p D av id . I w as b a ttlin g  to  s ta y  

aw a 'j^ from  th e  b re a k fa s t  t a b le ,  bu t lo s t  to  th e  s m e ll of bacon  and  coffee 

an d  s a t  down w ith  the o th e r  g u e s ts ,  th e  M ahon s and  L ynda and  th e  . ■ 

an d  M cHugh s . -Bill and  Ju n e  W hite cam e in  ju s t  a s  we w e re  ap p ly in g  o u r s e lv e s  

: to  th e  a lw ay s  d e lic io u s  b re a k fa s t  of C am p D av id .

A nd th en  I put on m y  yellow  B en Zuck e rm a n  o u tfit to  r id e  w ith  Lyndon 

and  L y n d a  /and the  M a h o n s  in  a  s ta tio n  w agon to a  tin y  E p isc o p a l Chu r c h ,

S t. A nn ' s in  S m ith b u rg . T h e re  w as no p r e s s  along  th e  ro a d  o r  a t  the  d o o r . 

S e rv ic e s  h ad  ju s t  begun  and  e v e ry  s e a t  s ee m e d  fu ll .  Som e of th e  p a r is h io n e r s  ; 

m o v ed  o v e r  and  L yndon  and  I s lip p e d  in to  a  c ro w d ed  pew - -  L y n d a  b eh in d  u s  

and  th e  M ahon s so m ew h ere  e l s e .  A nd a  v e ry  young m in is te r  w en t on w ith  

th e  s e r v ic e .  I w a s n 't  s u re  wh e th e r  he h a d  re c o g n iz e d  u s  o r  n o t .  B ut c e r ta in ly  : 

two o r  th re e  of the peop le  d id . T he m an  n ex t to  m e  le a n ed  o v e r  and  s a id ,  " I t 's  

no t l ik e  w hen  you w e re  h e r e  l a s t  t im e  - -  m o re  people . " ' :

W e've b e e n  to  so m an y  l i t t le  c h u rc h e s  a round  C am p D avid I h ad  tho u g h t 

th is  m ig h t be  o n e .

I t  w as  a  p le a s a n t E p isc o p a l s e rv ic e  w ith  com m u n ion a t  the  r a i l . A com f o r t  " 

to  fa l l  b a c k  in to  the ro u tin e  a f te r  going to  C h r is t ia n  an d  C a th o lic  and  M e th o d is t  ̂

s e r v ic e s .

W hen i t  w as  o v e r ,  a  m e m b e r  of th e  co n g reg a tio n  po in ted  o u t to  m e  a  l i t t l e  

b ro n z e plaque on th e  pew th a t we h ad  o ccu p ied  two y e a rs  b e fo re  w hich  gave m e 1 
a  r a th e r  sw ee t p an g . I had  n e v e r  r e a l ly  thought of people pu tting  u p  p laq u es  |

in  p la c e s  w e ' d b e e n .
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T h e re  w as a  l i t t l e  b u zz  of e x c ite m e n t a s  we w alked  ou t and  w e shook  

h an d s  w ith  a  few  peop le  and  I sm ile d  a t  ev e ry b o d y . And i t  w as a  p le a s a n t ,  

w a rm , c o u n try - l ik e  e x p e r ie n c e . Only a la s ,  B en Zuck e rm a n  w ouldn’t  have 

liked  i t . ^

/T h e re  w a s n 't  a  s in g le  p ic tu re ,  u n le s s  l i t t le  Suzy to o k  i t  w ith  h e r  l i t t le  

B ro w n ie . y'.'

■ T h e  m i n i s t e r  g re e te d  u s  j; qu ite  co m p o se d , say in g  he h a d n 't  b ee n  ■ , 

s u re  i t  w as u s  and  i t  h ad  tak en  h im  a few  m in u te s  to  ca lm  down - -  he d i d n 't . ' 

lo o k  i t .  ■ ■ ■ ,

y A nd th en  w e d ro v e  b a c k  o v e r  the  g re en in g  M ary lan d  c o u n try s id e  to  a r r iv e  

a t  A sp en  in  tim e  to  w atch  F a c e  T he N ation  w ith  S en a to r Ed B ro o k e . I t  p ro v ed  

to  be q u ite  an  e x p e r ie n c e . ^

I had  known of S en a to r Ed B rooke fo r h is  s tan d  on V ie t-N a m , w hich  w as 

in  g e n e ra l  opposed  to i t .  H e had  ju s t  b ee n  th e r e .  Now th e  p r e s s  w as w an ting  

. to  know how  he fe lt  ab o u t i t . In a  s tro n g , a r t ic u la te ,  fo rc e fu l m a n n e r ,  he

■ ■ b ack ed  up  o u r  p r e s e n t  s ta n d , w ith o u t expanding the  w a r  we m u s t s te a d fa s t ly  ;
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k eep  on doing  w h at we w e re  d o in g . To ge t o u t, to  be i r r e s o lu te ,  w ould be 

d i s a s t r o u s .  " ^

To m e  i t  w as  a n  a s to n ish in g  p e r fo rm a n c e . And I fe lt  a  g r e a t  su rg e  of 

s u r p r i s e ,  r e l ie f  an d  g ra titu d e  .

Lyndon put in  a  c a l l  and  ta lk e d  to h im . He to ld  h im  w hat a  sp len d id   j

e x p o s itio n  of o u r  w hole s itu a tio n  th e re  he thought he had  g iven  and  th anked  h im . j
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A nd th e n  we w atch ed  S arg  S h r iv e r  on M e e t the  P r e s s . He w a s  a s  u s u a l  a great salesman

We p u t in  a  c a ll  fo r  h im  too  , and  on th is  one I s a id  a  w o rd  an d  so  d id  

G eo rg e  M ah o n . ^

A nd th e n  w e  l unched  a t  a  v e r y  fu ll ta b le  of 13* M a rie  an d  M a ry  had  jo in e d  

u s :  I t  w as a  lo n g  le is u r e ly  lunch  w ith  one of th o se '-p h ilo so p h ica l ta lk s  th a t 

s e e m e d  to  develojJ^'m ore e a s i ly .a t  C am p D avid  th an  a n y w h e re . -

: I  tiin e  we d is c u s s e d  the  ro le  of the m ilita .ry  in  our. -

G o v e rn m e n t,-a n d  L yndon sa id  he thought the  b e s t p ro v is io n  in  the C o n s titu tio n

i w as  th a t, i t  v e s te d  pow er in  c iv il a u th o r i ty , - ........

^^ ■And-of c o u rse  we ta lk e d  abou t V ie t-N a m  ...::W I th in k  abou t the  n u m b e r of • 

h o u r s  th a t  a r e  sp en t w ork ing  on V ie t-N a m , ta lld n g .ab o u t i t ,  a t  h ig h e r  l e v e l s ,  ; ;x  

a t  a l l  le v e ls  - -  I m e a n  look  a t  the s iz e  of .its  popu la tion  and  i ts  a c re a g e  on the  . 3 

face  of th e  w hole w ide w o r ld . I t i s  b i t t e r ly  fru s tiF ^ tin g r -W hat a  h a l le lu ja h ' i 2 

d ay  i t . ' ^ l l  be w hen th is  P re s id e n t  - -  w hen som e P r e s i d e n t  -- can  tu r n  h is  m in d  :

- • on ly-to  th e  p ro b le m s  a t  h o m e . /  '

down fo r  a  n ap , tak in g  a  s ta c k  of Sunday p a p e rs  an d  n o t r e a l ly  . . j 

s le e p in g . ’ ■ . ' ^

■Sb t o  on in  the a f te rn o o n , we w ent to  the bow ling a l le y .

G eo rg e  M ahon h a s  p ro v ed an  a rd e n t b o w le r . H e ‘s. a. n a tu ra l  good a th le te  . ' 

f '  A bout fo u r o f u s  h ad  a  couple  of g a m e s , and  th en  Lyndon an d  fo u r m o re  jo in e d  j

u s .  And in  the c o u rse  of the p lay , I sh o t 175 w ith  m o re  w itn e s s e s  th a n  I*ve 

e v e r  h ad  b e fo re  fo r  a  good g a m e .
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B ack  a t  A spen ,  w e c a lle d  L u c i to  w ish  h e r  a  happy  E a s t e r . T h en  we 

a l l  en jo y ed  a  good d in n e r  and s e ttle d  down  to  w atch  a  m o v ie . L yndon  w as 

soon  a s le e p  in  the b ig , c o m fo rtab le  g re e n  c h a ir  . A m o v ie  i s  th e  m o s t /

s o p o rif ic  th in g  th a t  can  happen  to  h im . , !

■ I t h ad  b een  a  q u ie t, p eace fu l . lo w -k ey ed  d a y , jH. r e a l  b a lm  for; L y n d o n . 

A n d  L ynda and  I had  had  a  good gam e of b rid g e  w ith  the M ahons . ■

A nd the  two a d o ra b le  l i t t l e  d a u g h te rs  of C om m ander. Jo n e s  h ad  com e dow n 

in  the  m o rn ing  to  ;^crawl a l l  o v e r  L yndon  and k is s  h im  and  te l l  h im  ab o u t th a t  -r
• - -■' -••• ■ ■ - -■ k-.. ■■■ '■ .'J' ' ■ '■ ■..

> ■ E a s te r  egg  h u n t. ' ' . - ’

- ' I t  w as a  s o r t  of d ay  to  r e m e m b e r  and  to  be g ra te fu l f o r ,

We w e re  t e n s e ,  t i r e d ,  and  h a r a s s e d  and  s t i l l  n e e d  to go dow n and  ' ,

sh ak e  han d s w ith  500 m e m b e rs  of the so and  so d e le g a tio n ,

/ /  What  do I r e m e m b e r  abou t C am p D avid? T he two Ma r t ia n s  in  th e i r  s i lv e r  , ; 

s u i ts  a n d  h e lm e ts / - s t i f f  and  s i le n t ,  th a t s ta r t le  you when  you f i r s t  s te p  off th e   ̂ v 

T he co o l, g re e n  tu n n e l  th a t le a d s  th ro u g h  th e  w oods to  A spen . ^

• T he d r i f ts  of snow  s t i l l  in  la ie  M a rc h . And the  g re a t  v a lle y  below  w h e re  

; b a tt le  of. thel C iv il W ar w as fough t. And h am  and  g r i t s  and  h o t c a k e s ,  -all . ’

; fo r  b r e a k fa s t .  M am ie and  Dwight E is e n h o w e r’s bold  s ig n a tu re  in  the g u e s t 

book  an d  m an y  of : h e r  g u es ts  . B ut no K e n n e d y s  a t  a l l .  H o u rs  o f b r id g e , : 

and  bow ling and good ta lk .  B ut m o s tly  ju s t  th e  s p ir i t  of being  th e re  - -  a  s p i r i t  

of r e le a s e  an d  r e la x a t io n . Q uite u n a tta in ab le  som ehow  in  th e  W hite H o u s e . | 

And a l s o  fo r  m e  u s u a lly  in  an y  ho u se  th a t I  am  supposed  to r u n ,  su ch  a s  th e  ?|

■ ■■ ■ R an ch .' ^


