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I awoke from  m y f ir s t  night in  the Gay Room . One of m y ta sk s  for th is  

w eek  is  to spend a d ifferent night in  each  room  testin g  them  out to se e  i f  the 

reading lig h t is  good, there are enoughs robe hooks and luggage ra ck s; and

■;; ; p illow s, and tow^e's ^and a ll those things are  com fortably arranged for m y ' ;

, ~ \ ' ' '
: gu ests  . It i s  a gay and a ttractive room  . But how l i tt le  3 -1  /2  year s .in the :

 ̂ White House  h as spo iled  m e a 'litt le  b it. vI used  to luxurious space

- W ell,:.I can*t have.;it. here . .S o ^ e  problem  i s ,  a s  M r s . Browning sa id ,v  - :

you rs and m in e , to m ake the b est  o f what we have . This w a s ,a day that' • -
• ^  ̂ ^ ii. >

■ /' belonged  to the h o u se . // , » . ' - i
^   ̂ ~ "

:.r.'. . A lice  B row n’s plane se t  down about 10:00 bringing Maconda and N ancy ' i 

' who soon departed for San Antonio, and H erbert Wel l s , her d ecorator from  

( , H ouston . -And we spent the liv e -lo n g  day going over the plans for the new  

; ' addition feg -tha fine tooth com b - -  deciding m y bedroom  windows on the

■ north  m ust sin k  further for v iew  and pr o p o r tio n , although I’d give up another ’

■ b ook sh elf, ;changing the_sK>winging d o o rs , jiai planning two le tte r  f ile s  of .'iv

than one of fo u r , hidden behind a p an el, settin g  off

ti^e bay wm  room , surrounding b ookshelves and probably

on es b e lo w . And m y four com fortable white ch airs from  the E lm s drawn up 

' to a table' - -  probably the round one in  the bow window — a s  a p lace for tea  

or for v is it in g  or for spreading out papers _  Ji hope fu lly  for b r id g e . It begins  

to  sound delightful and I begin  to get ex cited ! I b e liev e  I can w ork with

■ ■__ ------------------- ., — ....... . ' *
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\  M r , W e l l s . We plan a a  exchange of le t t e r s .  H is about the ra tes  by the 

day or h ou r. M ine containing plans of the h o u se . They a ll had good id eas
, ' v —t  ............................ . . .  ■ • - vv -■

- :;about the liv in g  r o o m .> It has too m uch heavy .bulky furniture^ ^ o t  enough: 

-T'v;"3mall, m o v ea b le , com fortab le c h a ir s , too m any huge30JDnes . And in  a ll of 

: .v.;.this con stru ction  I should wind up som ehow, sh ellin g  out som e p ie c e s  and 

ach iev in g  a b etter ro o m .--T h ey  had a good idea  --^to-give" the piano

, to L u c i. -Barring that, 'to m ove i t / t o  the s ittin g  room  or'even  to the' '
•' ■■ '

-: '«i«entran ce and then move"the M exican ch est w here .it-is-w ith'the M exican

s: prim itive>above it w here it  w ill -show off b etter  ; " Perhaps som eday when
. , ' , c;r' :

■•' .all the new b ook cases are  b u ilt, w e*11 do .away with the.huge ,';,tall m ill —,
/ ‘ ' /t* ' — . 

b elt bookshelf and p lace the three TV*s there and r e v e r se  the room ; -■'j:-

:v-- “ At la s t  we reach ed  no defin ite d ec is io n  on dining room  ch a irs . -The - '

: .one from  Janet Shook I had lik ed  cannot be bought - -  they are  a n tiq u es.

. And we continue to look  for sa tis fa c to ry  cop ies .■:; I have w ritten  N ancy 'a '

l i s t  of favorite  w ild  flow ers of the Edwards P lateau —  .som e 15 fro m  w hich

I-

i

:,^2;Janet Shook can choose the .b to a d e s ig n  iî ^Oi

>v<add o th e r s . She*ll m ake up a schedule too and then w e ‘l l  g o search in g  for 

fesrodjBc friends who ^  needlepoint; Som eday w e 'll have to have an open- 

/  : liouse honoring the needlepoint a:rtists\  ̂ .

W ell, one c^n d re a m . It w as a fu ll, busy , productive day, g rea tly  - 

'en joyed . OWe stopped for lunch , b r ie f ly , hungrily , and then went right bn 

w orking until 4:30 when I had an appointm ent with M r. Daniel Green^
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of th e  N ational O b serv er , f o r  an in terv iew . And A lice  sa id  goodbye, 

gathering up her crew...

How I hope that when we are out of th is  job , that I  can. take som e
 ̂V*  ̂ ill '

 tr ip s  w ith  A lice  and N ancy and any of the fam ily  to Portugal or Yucatan  

: som e far «  aw ay exci'ting p la c e s , le isu r e ly  adventurous x  tr ip s .

M r.  G reen  andvl :sat in  the:;;front yard  and drank iced  tea  and ate w

cook ie 8 .'>'iWe ta lked  about the Ranch and m y childhood and the life; of a
- ’it* '  ̂

F ir s t  L ady., i I w a s  v e r y  d isappointed when I asked him  w hat he thought : ; - ■

of the tr ip  w e had taken to A ppalachia, .my th ree-d a y  /ifmersion In education , ■

and what the 18 b ills  p a ssed  by Lyndon's A dm inistration  had done in education  

a ll the w ay toe from  4  to 8 4 . I asked him  what he thought of it  and he sa id , 

''Wel l  ^  it  w as tir in g ."  I w as d efla ted . I couldn't see  how th is

in ter v iew  could p o ssib ly  be good. A lso , he talked too much about m y b u sin ess  

l ife  w hich is  now fra il and far away and never was the c lo se s t  thing to me ,  • 

although m uch the object o f in te r e st  and picking inquiry by new s people .

And he showed a com plete la ck  of in ter est in  the con servation , b eautification

part o f m y days in  the White H o u se . W ell,' I- tr ied  to be as articu la te  as

p o ss ib le  and one can  ho p e^ j^ h ^  into i^ -  I think it 's  better to co o p era te , • 

to tr y  to e g r e s s ;  wliat you are y o u r s e f^ ^ e ^ o  le t  it  p ass through the m edium

%

of m o stly  stra n g ers  and som e fr ien d s . Even i f  you repeat it  over and over
■.■■Vv';-' . .  ̂ - ' \V : ’n o  :: *. y ' - : ; - ' . ' - ' \  ■\ ' - r

w hy i s  it  that people dsmSbc have i i  c lea r  picture of you . Nobody can te ll  m e  

what y o u  are l ik e .  I can only say  I don't know . I se e m  pretty  s im p le  to m y se lf .

............
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And then at 6 :00 I sa id  goodbye to h im . And John Ben  Shepherd  

and M am ie, who had been  in  F red rick sb u rg  to se e  the C ourthouse, cam e  

ro llin g  up  - -  John Ben with tireax that big s m ile , like a hallow een  pumpkin. 

M y com panionship w ith him  of th is la s t  year; or so brought about a m utual 

in te r e s t  in  h is to r ic  p reserv a tio n  and parks and tou rism  and recrea tio n  in  

T ex a s , h as b een  one of-the m o st fun thing that’s happened. U ntil d a r k ,‘we 

rod e around and looked at the L B J P ark , which is  ju s t  com ing ic.into being, 

and at th is  point look s p retty  tawdr y .  T h e developm ent con sistin g  only of 

a rath er handsom e '.entrance, unnam ed, made o f la rg e  lo g s  w ith.the bark; : v̂* 

p ea led , :of-,a few  dusty roads^ .and s le e p y , m angy buffalo, and. s o m e lo n g -  

h orn s .who a i^ m a g n if ic e n t . No f lo w e r s , no beautiful green  de l e and lo v e ly  

planned v is ta s  o f far ro llin g  h ills  . '

- Well - -  eveu f iv c . The State P arks and W ildlife does . j

have d^sonie ten tative plans and he wants m e to see  them  tom orrow  m o rn in g . ; ; ;r'i 

It w ill involve “spending aro und.$200,000 . He'd m ade a date for ?Mr. M ark ^

Gosdin to com e ou t. . We had a drink in the tw ilight and rode around the > 7; |

DanSi and the M artin i f  T h is Spring i s  painful to me ^emem bering^the, beatity  ̂

, of a ll the past Springŝ ^ ^ r t h  i s  bone dry and-barren and a .colum n of d u s t . -  ̂ :

r is e s  up after  the c a r .  But som ehow  the m esquite tr e e s  have com e out w ith  

that lo v e ly , fea th erish  ijK ch artreu se green  and it  i s  the tim e of j ir e - f ly s  and

the s c is so r - ta ils  a re  w heeling and c irc lin g  in^tliet tw ilight b a le ts . I think the

L ord  m ade ip  for what the a r id , w estern  country does not have in fruitful

land with the dram a and the beauty of the sk y . And there w as a tin y  litt le
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s liv e r  of a new  m oon, Jalcaiiy s ilv e r  s ic k le  ji^ t's one of the th ings that I  love  

about being homei^ g n e  is  a  alw ays intune with the w eather, w ith the earth , 

w ith  the rlTrnarr. I s eldonn :notice the m oon , new or fu ll, in W ashington .

Dark drove i s  in  to a d elic io u s d in n er. .And then we a ll th ree went down

, ea r ly  "to the Cedar house to spend the n ig h t. I went to bed with rny book,:

■ "The S ecre t of Santo B o to rio " . And John Ben and M am ie, rather d e ligh tfu lly , 
- ' ' ' 

took  a w alk  along-the R iver at 10:00 at n ight, m arking them  in  m y book as  

: young fo lks w ith a sp ir it  of adven ture. „

9
....


