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It i s  v e r y  hard.to^w ork h e r e  at the Ranch w hen Lyndon i s  h e r e . T h ere  

 ̂ : a r e  m ore, in te r e s t in g ,-m o r e  dem anding th in gs to d o . , L i -

T h is;d a y  l  aw oke e a r ly  and r ec o r d e d  and .signed  m a il and te lep h o n ed  L iz  :

and W alt R o sto w . . " ,

; • It w a s  n e a r ly  ten  w hen L yndon d e liv e r e d  m e the u ltin ia tu m  to j o in l i im  in  ■
•■■■ . T ' ' w v . ' / ’vv ^ V f:, - .-'■■.■■i', ...S.;

, ;iv a few  m in u te s . : And_so I d r e ss e d ,h u r r ie d ly  and got in  the ca r 'w ith 'th e  to p  down ' ■
V r;

. w ith  D o n  and J e s s e  and P a t . .And w e to u red  the ran ch es^ rejo ic in g  'i^ ^ th e  fr e s h  ■ 

fe e lin g  o f  the l i t t le  ra in  la s t  n ig h t. : :It had not b een  en ough — it  w a s disappointingV
y *  y ,  -*fc—% r V  ' '

But ev en  v64 in c h e s  i s  c a u se  for re jo ic in g  and th ere  a re  s t i l l  c lo u d s in  th e  s k y . '
-V *s «  ^  *■ *

. Y e s te r d a y , I had c a lle d  R ich ard  My r ic k , the lan d sca p e  a r c h ite c t ,  in  D a lla s  

; wa n tin g  to  m a k e  a n  a p p o in tm en t and had found to  m y  d eligh t that h e  w as co m in g  -
^  ■■ ..................  :■. , - , v ,  '. . .V ,

:; y out th is  m orn in g  to  M innie B e lle H ee p's r a n c h . He, su g g ested  d r iv in g  on ov e r ,  so  

' I had an appointm ent w ith  h im  a t about 11:00 w ith  R oy W hite co m in g  to le a n  on

- and a d v is e .  We w e re  s t i l l  out w hen he c a m e . We m ade a b r ie f  sto p  at C ou sin  - 1
. ; ■: ~ V ' i
O r io le 's -;;;n she w as not th e r e  - - .w e  le f t  h e r  a ,n o te . - And then w e got w ord  o v e r  ^  

-th e  ta lk in g  m a ch in e  that the K leb erg s  w e r e  a r r iv in g . M r . Bob K leb erg  of the  

x K ing R anch  had c a lle d  and w anted an appointm ent w ith  L yndon th is  m o rn ing.̂ ^̂ -̂̂ ^̂^
'I 'V  ' C " » ■ • ' 1,‘-  .•■  ̂ .' ■‘" T  . - • ; .* ■ % •  -a .  v  ̂ • , .  • ‘ •. ■. .• ;•  ’ 7 “■ ’ ■*■'■- .’■ • . '  • - V ' *  •>■■.. '■ ' ' - jf

We w e r e  ex p ectin g  h im  a l i t t le  p a s t  tw e lv e . But he flew  in  at 11:30 and w e went:,; . ^  

out to  th e a irp o r t to  m e e t  h im  and h is  nephew  j P e te r  L a rk in , w ith  h is  B o sto n  A;: ':;; 

w ife , c r is p  and h a n d so m e, p e r fe c t ly  tu rn ed  out ev en  w ith  a h at and our o ld  

v'-:-friend, Gus W ortham  . A n oth er n ep h ew , B .  K . Joh n son , had a r r iv e d  in  a
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s e p a r a t e  pla n e , a  few  n im u tea  'e a r l ie r .  It w as an in te r e s t in g  en tou rage  .

: T he p a la ce  o f  the fabu lous King R anch w hich  has branched  in to  SO m any  

th in g s: r e s e a r c h ,  to u r is m , ca ttle  r a n c h e s  from  Cuba t o  Au s tr a lia  to  South  

A m e r ic a ; .  ̂A ro m a n tic  phenom ena fro m  a T e x a s  la n d sca p e  w h ich  L yndon  

. ' r e m e m b e r s  a ffe c t io n a te ly , n o s ta lg ic a lly  from  the days w hen he w a s  M r. D ic k ' s ‘ > * 

. . > s e c r e t a r y , a b o u t  1 9 3 2  to '35 . iH e  w as w orking for  M r . D ick  w hen w e m a r r ie d  , . v
‘ I ." - / - ̂  ̂ i “ 1̂ 1 ^Wrf' ^

V'ri-^ so  w e ll h is  c a r w hich w as /&!e-kiafadMk-kagAl< * a th ^ w ith  the running . ^

  W b r a n d ,^  g ift  fr o m  h is  b o s s ,  the u p h o ls te ry  that i s .  A nd  he had tak en  m e  to  i

M r.  D ic k  r ig h t a f t e r  he had tak en  m e to^see h ia  M other and F a th e r  '
~ V . i

a fte r  we had m e t .  And w e had gone out to  th e  ̂ ■

- ' .-j K ing R anch  and I  m e t M r. D ick 's m o th e r , a ls o  M r . B ob' s .  S h e 's  a lm o s t  a • ' 

 le g e n d  n o w .  A wom an of g r ea t p r e se n c e  and w isd o m  and a s  im p r e s s iv e  a s  

-.v- r o y a lty .^ A n d  w e took  th em  back  to the R anch h ou se  and I took  M r s .  L ark in  -
I

, . - in  and in tro d u ced  h e r  to L u c i  w ith  an ap o logy  that I had to  do m y  la n d sca p e  -■ -4  

: w o rk  w ith  M r . My r ic k  and R oy W h ite .  ̂ . ''I
 ̂ '' •' ■ ■ ■* ■"* * “ IT

. So Lu c i ,  I  hope ,  Showed h er  the h o u se  and m ade h er  fe e l  a t h om e w h ile  ■
,  v ~ ' .  - •’■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ' , ' * ^ v  ’Vi,.'. .• •<• ••- . \ , V-., ■•'• •' 'V ’ ■' ■■•' ' • '* '•■ •!”* -• * , • • ' • ’ • V ••

'■•, -.V • ’• . . .  .. V. • ■ ■ . ' ' v . V >  r- ■ • ' . . - ' - . V . . . c- . . :  . -■ r -f • ; ■ ' :  'T- -U. V •
, ..........■ - t  *■ ’ ' " ' . f ' ' -■ ■ " ’ *•

*  • - ,, . . . V jr^' . ■' _ -,•,*■• . * • ■ • '•N ;4 ■ - . ■' ■ -  ■- '.i t “-

> L yndon took  M r . B ob and P e te r  Larkin and B . K . J oh n son  and G us W ortham  
' ** ' '  ' /  /  'y.;

'’ J S ^ a  B r on co  a r ound the R an ch . .  ̂  ̂ T'' -

M ea n w h ile , MKX R oy had  show n M r . M yr ic k  the p lan s for  the ad d ition s ,

: and so  I c ir c le d  the h o u se  w ith  th em  and to ld  th em  what I hoped th e  v ie w  fro m  

m y  w indow  w ould  be lik e  som e d a y .  We d is c u s s e d  the p o s s ib i l i t ie s  w h ere  to -
A
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’ m o v e  t h e  c a r p o r t s ,  I  b e lie v e  for  so m e  s e r v ic e  a r e a  in  th e b a ck , the im p er a tiv e  

o f a good tr a sh  d is p o s a l ,  p re fer^ a b ly  an  in c in e r a to r . We had s tr u g g le d  so  lo n g

- w ith  th e m o s t  p r im itiv e  o f d isp o sa l m eth od s a s  w e 'v e  expanded and expanded

and b eco m e a lm o s t  a com m u n ity  h e r e  ra th er  than a h o u seh o ld . A nd w e su r v e y e d  ■ 

M r . Kle in ' s  new  kingdom  and ta lk ed  about rem o v in g  h is  o ld  one . T h ey  got 

J a m e s  i n  t o w  and a sk e d  h i s  ad v ice  on sxKacAoxK ev ery th in g .  And I co m p lim en ted ^  i; J a m e s

M r; M y r ic k  on th e  a c co m p lish m e n ts  o f  about w as i t  2 year^agp:^^3)^:the new=

-■ s id e w a lk : ;p n ^ ^ w e s t  s i d e , ; o f  Sis te r d a le  lim e s to n e  r ip p led  and also paralleling 

: V th e fe n c e  w h e r e  the c a r s  d r iv e  up to  p a rk . We 'v e  a lm o st b rok en  th em  o f d r iv in g  r 

' in  th e b a ck . And the ston e curb ing  that c u r v es  around in  front o f the houise

le a v in g  a c le a r  g r a s s  a r e a  from  th e r a il  fen ce  down to the ro a d , one of th e  

n ic e s t  .im p r o v e m e n ts . And then  the l it t le  apron  of stoneK at the fr o n t g a te ,

' fu n ction a l and p le a sa n t . L ik e  a ll th e m a rk s  of w hat we did  w h en  w e w ork ed  .

• to g e th e r  b e fo r e , th ey  have b een  p roved  in  u s e . ....... „ '

, And th en  v e r y  q u ick ly  it  w a s  tim e  for lunch". We w ent in  and had a  h u rr ie d  

Blo o d y -m a r y , and in tro d u ctio n s a l l  arou n d . T hen  sa t down at the ta b le —  A . W .  3
. . -'V ' - -  ■- .1

had jo in ed  u s  - - .a b o u t - ^  o f u s w ith  L u c i and "staff at the o th er  ta b le ;  And w e 

had a  r e a l  co u n try  lu n ch " -- j|f fr ie d  s te a k . I had Gus W ortham  on m y  r ig h t  

and B . K .  Joh n son  on m y  l e f t .  And L yndon , M r . Bob on h is  r ig h t and M r s .  ' 

L a rk in  on h is  le f t . ,  , ~ '
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I ta lk ed  to  B .  K . about the s e lf -g u id e d  tour that the King R anch  h as  

in itia ted ."  T he pu b lic  i s  ad m itted  to a p ortion  of the R an ch . T h ey  have a 

p a m p h le t th at sh ow s th em  a s  th ey  w a lk , or m aybe r id e  arou n d , p en s w h ere  

the Santa G ertru d is  a r e  b e in g  fed  or d o c to r e d , or a r e a s  w h ere  g r a s s  s e e d s  

a r e  b e in g  ex p er im en ted  w ith  a r e  grow n — m aybe th a t's  w h ere  the K-R 

b lu e - s te m  ca m e  fro m  And then the g r e a t , m ain  h o u s e . He sa y s  m o re  than
, _ ’ ............ - /  ‘ '

10 0 ,0 0 0  p eop le  p er  y e ar  cqmê .̂̂ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ j^he g rea t m a in  h ou se  i t s e l f ,  a ll  the' ■ 

n e p h e w s -^ v e  a rq^^^̂  .r q u ir t e r s , but nobody r e a lly  l iv e s  t h e r e . T h e y :

u se  it  fo r 'th e  v is it in g  of im p ortan t p e o p le . And then the n eph ew s take tu rn s  

c o m in g  down and p lay ing  hosts'; J  ga th er  i t ’s young D ick  K leb erg  and the  

P e te r  L a rk in s  and B.  K . Joh n son s . T he pow er i s  s t i l l  co n cen tra ted  in  

M r . B o b . A p p aren tly  l i t t le  of it  i s  r e a lly  funneled  to  the nephew s.  It w a s  '

2DC a  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  th ing for m e  to com p are  g rea t w ea lth  a s e x e r c is e d  by  

th is  fa m ily  and by fo r  in stance the R o c k e fe lle r s . '

It w a s  o n ly  Sunday tw o days ago that etgBtgjgaik^gi ac g e n i a l  ma n n e r e d ,  

im a g in a tiv e , h a r d -w o r k in g , m o s t  rem a r k ab le  m a n , and M a ry ,  ̂had  b een  out

, for Sunday d in ner w ith  fiv e  of h is  c o n se r v a tio n is ts  fr ien d s: C onnie B y r d , the  

P e n d e g a s ts , th e F a g a n  D ixon s o f A u s tin . " /  ; ' ! ■ ■

In th e  b r ie f  r id e  w hen I w as w ith  M r . Bob and th e ir  p arty  and w e had  

p a s s e d  the c e m e te r y , I  had s ta r ted  to t e l l  th em  about i t ,  how  m an y  m e m b e r s  

o f th e fa m ily  w ere  b u ried  th e r e ,  e t c .  and he had stopped m e in  m id -sentence 
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to t e l l  m e-a  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  and poignant th in g , that w hen he had lo s t  H e le n , 

h is  w if e ,  he had b u ried  h er  in  the p a s tu r e , I had gath ered  that i t  w a s one that 

. ; th e y  knew- and lo v e d  to g e th e r . That he had bu ilt a lak e for  h e r  and that h e  had  

. " an  a r c h ite c t  fro m  M ex ico  co m e  out and d e s ig n  a C h ap el, w h ich  w ou ld  soon  be

■ ̂ ; ^ b ui l t .  T h is  ad d s to  th e le g e n d . ' '  .

i.' to  L u c i -- th e  la s t  t im e  u ntil I re tu rn  to

'  ^  around the first o f  M a y . And th en  L yndon le f t  to

take M r.  B o b  and h is  p a rty  to the- p la n e . And :I continued m y  w ork in g  tr ip  w ith

. i

t ' ^ M r . My r ic k  and R oy  W hite ,
I : :  ' S l i i

. . . We w en t to  th e c e m e te r y  and the b ir th  p lace  and d is c u s s e d  th e good and th e
. ...........••-■•*. .-:r« ;  --.r - • . . . .

b ad s o f  w h at had b een  done and then m ade plans for the u se  o f fe so m e  o f the -

•ru gs th a t  had b een  taken  up and p rep arin g  for the a d d itio n .- We had / J a m e s  and̂ .̂ ^̂  - ^
, '  “  . '  1 •  ^

M r .  Klein  w ith  u s  to h e lp  w ork  on so m e  o f the s e r v ic e  p ro b lem s and the p ark in g

p ro b lem s . .

/  A nd th e n  I le f t  M r . My r ic k  to  do h is  m e a su r in g  and co n fer  w ith  R oy who ; 

p lan s to  m e e t  a g a in  som etim e- p robab ly  around the f ir s t  o f  M a y .

- L yndon  w a s  o ff  r id in g  w ith  B .  K . and A. W . and th ere  w a s  one o f th o se  i  

l i t t l e  is la n d s  o f tim e  w hen I cou ld  do w h atever  I c h o s e . I m a d e  so m e  c a l ls  - -  n s i  

C ynth ia C rid er  Crof t s ,  w h o se  husband G eorge i s  in  th e  h o sp ita l a t Joh n son  C ity ,  

s e r io u s ly  i l l . She and a ll  h er  b ro th ers  a r e  the C rid er  fa m ily , a  fu ll ten  of  

th e m , fr ie n d s  o f L yndon' s s in c e  he w a s about s ix  o r  e ig h t y e a r s  o ld .  And J e s s ie  I 

H unter — s h e ' s ju s t  about to f in ish  h er  c a n c er  trea tm en ts  in  H ou ston  and w il l  ;  ̂ |
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be retu rn in g  in  tw o or  th r e e  d a y s , hop eful ly  out from  under the sh a d o w . We 

ta lk ed  about openin g up the b irth  p la ce  hou se  for one -  p o s s ib ly  tw o m onths in  

the s u m m e r . And I to ld  h e r  B etty  and I had d is c u s se d  i t . I th ink w e 'l l  b eg in

■ r ig h t a fte r  the Ju ly  4th  w eek en d  and probab ly stop  sh ort o f  the L abor D ay w eekend^  

T h a t w a y  m ayb e w e*ll-be vluaBa»gi|6i*^ere on ly  o n c e , n e c e s s ita t in g  th e c lo s in g  o f J
trr^  • ^  '

the h o u s e , and  th at i s  on Lyndon' s birthday .  ̂  ̂ .

A nd I c a lle d  W innie Sm ith  about th e  M ex ican  who is  now w ork in g  a t  the  

b o y h o o d  h o m e . I  m u s t  find so m eo n e  to  h e lp  J a m es who d o es  a g o o d  job w ith  ;

- - ' ' " I ;  '••-S'- **> ‘ = r ' . I ' ■ ‘ ■’ ' :  t-*-/' <

so  m u c h .'   ̂  ̂ '

And th en , m o s t  d e lig h t fu l ly , I took  a lo n g  w alk  in  the g rove  o f  t r e e s  in  

’ fron t o f  the h ou se  b e s id e  th e r iv e r , down tafe to the dam , c a rry in g  a b o o k , 

stop p ed  a t the l i t t le  k n oll w h ere  w e 'v e  had a tab le  and c h a ir s  h o p efu lly  for  a 

p ic n ic .  It w a s  an in v itin g  sp o t . But th ere  w as one that beckon ed  ev en  m o r e . 

A r o c k  w ith  a tr e e  r ig h t behind it  w h ere  I cou ld  le a n  back  and s it  and lo o k  at

the r iv e r  and do nothing ex ce p t w atch  for  a duck or a nu tria  and rea d  m y  b o o k , ’ 

"The S e c r e t  o f Santa V i t t o r ia [?]". I t 's  one of the m o s t  p lea sa n t th in gs to sh ift

the g e a r s  in to  n eu tra l and do n oth in g , ju s t  s i t .

A fte r  a w h ile ,  I  w ent b ack  to the m a in  h ou se  and th is  tim e  w ent up to a 

fa v o r ite  sp o t I had b een  w aitin g  to  s i t  in  for  a g e s  - -  that i s  the fro n t p o r c h , 

seco n d  f lo o r ,  a  w ond erfu l v ie w  o f the r iv e r  and a c r o s s  to the r o a d .  J u st the  

sp ot fo r  that seco n d  cup of co ffee  in  the m o rn in g , our b ridge gam e in  the  

a fter n o o n , but som eh ow  n ev er  u s e d . And J a m es  cam e up and w e ta lk ed :  5



' MEMORANDUM ' . j

•  ̂ THE WHITE HOUSE
-WASHXMOTON" ■ ‘

 ̂ v T u esd a y ,, A p r il 1 8 , 1967 . P a g e  7 .

about a ll the th in gs that ought to be done in  the yard  s b m e t im e . He i s  

;a b so lu te ly ^ irrep la ca b le ’.%'-:>;--7i-'7-̂ ..:̂ ^̂ ^̂  : ■ .. ' .-v

And th en  I ja r r e d  Lyndon and A. W . and w e rode around th e  r a n c h e s

a s  su n d o w n  a p p ro a ch ed . c T h ere  w as th e fr e sh n e ss  and the hope a fte r  .the .......

r a in  a n d  th e  l i t t le  la m b s fa ir ly  danced  in  th e  road s . - And i t  w as a t im e  o f ~ 

f i r e - f ly s  aj:^'the »  scissor-ta iled fly  c a tc h e r , d oing f lie ir  b a lle ts  . .;And s e v e r e  

. t im e s  we-.aayr th e  little't q u a ils  c r o s s in g  the road  . .  vWatched a skunk and I w as  

’̂ ''^"■"’ “ ‘\a-an d  I did^not m en tio n  m m , bec a u s e  a skunk and r in g ta i ls  and :

r a c c o o n s  a r e  in  p e r il  the se  d a y s  for  ea tin g  tu rk ey  eg g s .  T h e re  w as- that

d e lic io u s  fe e lin g  o f b re '^ ty  and goodbye b e c a u s e  a s  soon  a s  dark  x  h a d ir e a lly  ' - ' ' 

fa l le n , w e_knew w e w ould be h ead in g hom e for the ranch  fo r  d in ner an̂ ^

the p lane fo r  W ash ington . r. V

Dale joined u s . ;We looked at the tanks to see how they were holding V ' ̂

' /-■£ "a,*! " - ' '
w a te r  .;*^The tank  at the_;^^north end of our o r ig in a l lin e  jo in in g  L e l a ' s  i s  .

aJaoxDc almost a.success|^ in its existence the tank ^

• in  the Reagan is marvelously full but whether it will hold or not we do not know. ’

4
1

. .. T he M artin  i s  gloriously^^^^^

, : '-It i s  tim e for them  the h orn s are  b eg in n in g  to  g r o w in  i

•v e lv e t  and th e y  lo o k  fa tter  than a  m onth  a g o .: .Soon th ere  w il l  be so m e  fa w n s . 

.T h a t w ill  be fun to  w atch .. ' • • v ' , . - _

D ark  d rove us back  to the R anch h o u s e . We sa t  down to  a M ex ica n  d in n e r .

' I thought o f Lynda B ird  s a y in g , "If you  a r e  going to be a b ea r  you  m ig h t a s  w e ll

c

J
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be a  g r i z z l y ." So w e a ll  a te  h e a r t i ly . And a l i t t le  a fter  8 :00  w e  le f t  in  the if

J e t S ta r , our la s t  w ord s to  D a le  and J a m es  to  g e t u s so m e  ra in  b e fo re  w e  

ca m e b a c k , w e r e  jo in ed  at td*e R andolph w ith  L ynda, and flew  in to  W ash in gton .
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-I th ou gh t w e would; ge t up a b rid ge g a m e . But I did not have the v ita l i ty .

How du ll a t 9 :0 0 . So I l a y  dowm and had a rub and d r ifted  h a lf  b etw een  s le e p  

a n d  w ak ing.  We g o t  to /A n d rew s a l i t t le  p a st ^ l i ix  12 :0 0 , W ashington t im e ,  

and>then h e lic o p te r e d  ;t o  the; .White H ou se la w n  w h ere the d ogs  w e r e  w a itin g  •
r» . v V  -

for  u s .  A ll e x c e p t  B la n co ,  w h o  i s  not at hom e  in  th is  w orld ,  -a po or  hi gh - - 

s tr u n g  a r is t o c r a t ,  h ad b itten  on e o f the l i t t le  b e a g le s  ra th er  b a d ly . But th ey  

a l l  s e e m e d  happy and none the wo r s e  for it  - -  o n ly  M r. B ryan t-w as m ad about

i t .  

And then  w e ca m e in  and th ere  w as a huge s ta c k  of n igh t read in g  bn the. ’ 5 

bed fo r  L yn d on . And I , qu ite aw ake n ow , rea d  the pape r s  and  T i m e  a n d  

m y  a ccu m u la ted  m a il and fin a lly  a fter  2 :00  tu rn ed  over  and s a id  goodbye to - 

the d a y . B ut n ex t m o rn in g  Lyndon to ld  m e  it  w as .a fter  3:00 w hen he .turned

the lig h t  o ff .
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