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THE W H ITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M

P a g e  1.

I h a d  s p e n t th e  n ig h t in. th e  E a s t  C a rn a tio n  R oom  on rriy s e a r c h  f o r  w h a t 's  

w ro n g  w ith  o u r  h o u se  a n d  w h a t 's  r i g h t .  I t  w ks v e r y  p le a s a n t ,  a c tu a l ly ,  f o r  so 

small a ro o m  - -  th e  b o o k s , a  re a d in g  l ig h t ,  a n  a m p le  c lo s e t .  . j

I w a s  u p  e a r ly  b e c a u s e  R o y  W hite  w as  co m in g  a t  9 :00  to  sp e n d  a  co u p le  o f  

h o u r s  w ith  m e  o n  p la n s  fo r  o u r  h o u se  . H e s p r e a d  th e m  o u t o n  th e  - l i t t le  ta b le  . 

i n  th e  d in in g  ro o m  in  f r o n t  of th e  p ic tu r e  w in d o w , o v e r  a  s e c o n d  c u p  o f c o f fe e , 

i'-and w o rk e d  on th e  h a r d e s t p ro b le m  in  th e  h o u se  . -.That i s  ,: L y n d o n ' s  b a th r o o m . ■ 

“T o  R o y , v-to= m e  , th i s  i s / th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  ro o m  in  th e  w ho le  p r o je c t  .; We to o k

w a te r
o u t t h a t . b a th  tu b , y we' wo rk e  d t  ow a r  d  m a x im um  l ig h t an d  p r e s s u r e  an d  

i n s ula tio n .; '..A n d  w e ta lk e d  to  M r .  Warrick |^ a b o u t  h i r in g  so m e  m o r e  m e n .

l i t t l e  c a r  - -  a  lo w -slung, 
■ -A

I te le p h o n e d  L y n d o n  - -  h e  r e l ie v e d  US w ith  q u ic k  a n s w e r s ,  the  s o r t  w e 

w a n te d , a n d  th e n  a b o u t 11:30 R oy  an d  I r o l le d  u p  th e  ru n -w a y  v e r y  s lo w ly  in  h is

, s p o r ty  c a r  - -  a. s o - q u ie t  a  m a n  a n d  I  lo o k e d  f o r  '

th e  r e s u l t s  o f  l a s t  s u m m e r 's  p la n t in g . ' S p a r s e  a n d  few , a  s p r in k l in g  o f  b lu e -  . ; i  

b o n n e ts  c lo s e  to  th e  l i t t l e  to w e r ,  .an  In d ian  b lan k e t. co m in g  ou t on th e  S ou th  e n d . ' I 

-W h at's  so  d is a p p o in t in g , I ’m  g e ttin g  b o re d  w ith  the  m a in  h ig h w ay  to_ A u s t in . '

I  to ld  R oy  I w a s  lo o k in g  fo r  b a c k  ro a d s  .. H e s a id ,  " I  know  o n e . C an  you s p a r e  ' { 

th e  t im e  to  d r iv e  i t ? ' '  ; i .c o u ld . :  A nd so  we w en t to  A u s t in  b y  th e  w a y  o f C y p r e s s  ̂̂  

M i l l ,  w h ic h  I d o u b t a n y o n e  e l s e  in  t h e i r  r ig h t  m in d  w ould  do> A f a r m - t o - m a r k e t  ' 

r o a d ,  n a r r o w ,  w in d in g , lo n e ly ,  p a v e d  m o s t  of th e  w ay  w ith  a  few  g r a v e l  s t r e t c h e s  

p a s t  th e  o ld  S tag e  C o ach  In n , a n d  a  huge s ta n d  of c y p r e s s e s  on  th e  r i v e r  w h e re

C y p r e s s  M ill  h a d  b e e n , an d  l i t t l e  S t .  L u k e 's  c h u rc h .  A nd  th e n  r o l l in g  v i s t a s .
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. A nd th e n  a  d r a m a t ic  sp o t w h e r e  th e  ro a d  d rop p ed  dow n to  th e  r iv e r  , s t e e p ly .

A nd  th e r e  w a s  th e  P e d e r n a l e s ,  a  ro c k y  r i v e r  b e d , sa n d  b a r s ,  c l i f f s ,  a n d  a s  

f a r  a s  yo u  c o u ld  s e e  th e  g ra y  g h o s ts  of c y p r e s s  t r e e s ,  w e a th e re d  s tu m p s  w h e re  

h u g e  t r e e s  h a d  b e e n  r ip p e d  ou t in  a  f lo o d .

•It-w as  a  s p e c t r a l  s ig h t .  I  th o u g h t.i t  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  th e  flo o d  o f ' 52 , b u t 

R o y  to ld  m e  i t  h a d  b e e n  so m e  t im e  in  th e  ' 3 0 s w h en  h e  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  ' 'n.- v  ,;i 

U n iv e r s i ty .  , ‘ , ' . -  ̂ ‘ »
....^

• F r o m  t h e i r  t r u n k s ,  th e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  huge t r e e s .

O n  th e  w a y , ,h e  h a d  b e e n  lo v in g ly  d e s c r ib in g  a  p la c e  he c a lle d . W es t C a v e s .  ̂ ;.,

L im e s to n e  o v e rh a n g s  ab o v e  th e  r i v e r  a n d  c le a r  p o o ls  of w a te r  an d  lo v e ly '

. l i t t l e  s a n d  b a r s  a n d  p la c e s  to  p i c n i c . -And lo  a n d  b e h o ld  w hen  w e a p p ro a c h e d
- :: I  ̂ \

•V-V'iv

--■i

i t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  huge  s ig n  -  - r e d ,  w h ite  a n d  b lu e  -.- .a h o r r ib le  d e v e lo p m e n t ^

d o l la r  fo r  p ic n ic k in g , tw o d o l la r s  fo r  c a m p in g . H is  m a g ic ,  specieil p la c e  

. w a s  g o n e . " ' ,  ■ - ,

' ■ W e g o t to  L u c i ' s .a  l i t t l e  past 1:30  H e le n  w a s  b u s i ly ,  m e th o d ica lly ..,
* " *•

u n p a c k in g . -And L u c i  g iv in g  h e r  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f w h e re  sh e  l ik e d  th e  l in e n s  > 

and.,' th e  c h in a  a n d  w h a t to  u n p a c k . A nd I f e l l  u p o n  a  t r a y  o f s a n d w ic h e s  th a t  

a  n e ig h b o r  h a d  b ro u g h t y e s te r d a y ,  M r s . P i ttma n  I b e lie v e  i t  w a s ,  a n d  a  tu b  - 

o f f r i e d  c h ic k e n . ■'n;..,-..

J a m e s  a n d  M r . K le in  w e re  th e r e  m o v in g  f u r n i t u r e . I u n p a c k e d  s e v e n  b o x e s  ■ 

o f b o o k s ,  in c lu d in g  B ill  B e n to n 's  E n c y c lo p e d ia  B r i ta n n ic a  a n d  a r r a n g e d  th e m  in  t| 

th e  b o o k  c a s e  in  th e  h a l l .  .And m a n y  of L u c i 's  b e a u ti fu l  th in g s  - -  th e  P o p e - s ig n e d  

: -VVU'
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p i c t u r e  th e  V ir g in  o f r G u ad alu p e  , f r o m  I b e lie v e  th e  d e a r  F o r t a s e s , .and

d e a r  L y n ' s  p ic tu r e  a n d  p u t t h e m  in  th e  s h e lv e s  in  th e  liv in g  r o o m . W e a l l  

’ b a c k e d  o ff  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  o u r  h a n d iw o rk  w ith  p l e a s u r e .

: A n d  th e n  a b o u t 3 :3 0 I w e n t to  L a r r y ' s  B e a u ty  S a lo n  fo r  a  sh a m p o o  a n d  s e t  .

W hen  I  r e tu r n e d  a  c o u p le  of h o u r s  l a t e r ,  th e r e  on the  ta b le  on th e  p a tio
1 ^ : -

,w as a  h a l f - d e m o lis h e d  c h o c o la te  c a k e  b e a r in g  th e  le g e n d  " H ap "  on  one  lin e

-r- a n d  on  an o t h e r  " B i r "  a n d  a  few  c a n d le s . I s a id ,  " W h a t's  b e e n  g o in g  o n ? "
'4 :^ - . ' ‘v - ' -

** Luc i  s a i d  "I f ound  o u t i t  w as- M r .  Klein's b ir th d a y  so  I  w en t .to th e  g r o c e r y  • 

s t o r e  a n d  g o t h im  a  c a k e .  D id  you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an y b o d y  s w e e t  en o u g h  to  h e lp
: v '

-  ’m e  l ik e  t h i s  on h is  b i r th d a y ,  a n d  i t ' s  S a tu rd a y  to o ? "

M r .  Klei n  w a s  b e a m in g , an d  I th o u g h t how  e a s y  L u c i  m a k e s  i t  to  h e lp  h e r .

■ ’ She i s  th e  m o s t  a p p r e c ia t iv e ,  .m o s t lo v in g  little -  g i r l , :  a n d :i t  w ill  m a k e  h e r  w a y  

th ro u g h  l i f e  e a s i e r .  '

M ary  W h ite  h a d  a s k e d  u s  to  d in n e r  . L u c i a n d  P a t  s a id  th e y  w e r e  to o  t i r e d .
' J - - ; . ■

; B u t I w o rk e d  a n o th e r  h o u r  a n d  th e n  a t  7 :00 . J e s s e  c am e  b y  to  p ic k  m e  up  a n d  w e .  

d rove- to  R o y ' s  h o u s e  a n d  h a d  a  h ap p y  v i s i t  in  h is  b a c k y a rd  w ith  M a r y  and  h is

- "  s o n  a n d  d a u g h te r - in - la w  a n d  h is  d a u g h te r  an d  s o n - in - l a w ; - Such  a  p l e a s a n t ;

e v e n in g .  R o y  i s  s o  c a j ^ b l e , g e n t le ,  u n a g g r e s s iv e ,  u n d e m an d in g  o f l i f e  ; 

ic h  o f e l f i n  h u m o r  A nd th e r e  i s  a  to u c h a  r e s t f u l  f r i e n d .  H e w a s  to  t ak e  u s

to  th e  R e d  B a rn , f o r  d in n e r  - - - m y  f i r s t  t r i p  t h e r e . And, how  d if f e r e n t  f ro m  

a n y th in g  in  W a s h in g to n . I t  w a s  a  b a r n ! A nd w h ile  we w a ite d  f o r  our^ ta b le  

w e w e n t in to  a  h u g e , - l ik e  r o o m , w h e re  a  g i r l  in  f le s h - c o lo r e d  t ig h ts  a n d n
a  r e d  s a t in  c o s tum e  o f th e  g ay  ' 9 0 s  c l im b e d  in to  a  sw in g  th a t  h u ng  on  a  r e d  v e lv e t
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 ̂ - V • v - „
r o p e s  f ro m  th e  c e i l in g .  I t  sw ang  to  the tu n e  of b a s s in  m u s ic  f ro m  a  p la y e r  

p ia n o ^  Wh i le  w e c o n su m e d  h o m e -m a d e  b r e a d  a n d  c h e e s e  a n d  r e d  w in e  an d  

th o u g h t w e w e re  b e in g  v e r y  young a n d  g a y . A nd so  w e w e r e .  It w a s  fu n .

A nd  th e n  in to  th e  n e x t ro o m  where w e h a d  a  good th ic k  s te a k  a n d  f r o s te d  m u g s  

: o f b e e r ,  a n d  th e n  w e s a id  goodbye - -  I  w ith  the  S e c re t  S e r v ic e  d ro v e  to ;

Lu c i 's  a n d  tu m b le d  in to  b e d  - -  m y  f i r s t  n ig h t in  h e r  new  h o u se  - -  a  v e r y  

, c o m fo r ta b le ;  a t t r a c t iv e  ro o m  though  i t  h as. n o t y e t  ta k e n  on  the  au ra '^o f •̂  

h o m e 'w ith  .p ic tu re s  a n d  b o o k s  a n d  th o s e  th in g s - th a t  s tam p ; i t 'w i th  y o u r  

: own i i f e .  W hen-1 th in k  a b o u t L u c i  an d  P a t  I  p a u se  g in g e r ly , a lm o s t  on t ip to e , • 

h o ld in g  m y  b r e a th .  T h e y  a r e  so  lu ck y . I t  i s  a lm o s t  too good  to  b e  t r u e .

B u t th en  m a y b e  w e a r e  a l l  h a v in g  o u r t r o u b le s  in  o th e r  w a y s  a n d  i t ' s  n o t  

too  m u c h  of life  to  g iv e  u s  th is  h a p p in e s s .  ; - .


