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, . It w as a trem endous day. An ea r ly  breakfast with Lyndon, a ' 

secon d  cup of co ffee-sittin g  on the bed with Jew ell and Betty and J e s s ie  

and outl i ning their p o ssib le  s igh tseein g: :I su ggested  F red erick sb u rg  - -  

M o n ro e's  law  o ffic e  and M rs. W ashington's hom e and  B etty  W ashington  

L e w is ' h om e, and p o ssib ly  a stop back by Gunston H all. ■• And J e s s ie  : 

Hunter sa id  that sh e  would lik e  to go to W ashington's b irthplace too.

then with Liz and Simone Poulain on the E a stern  A ir lin es  shuttle “

to New Y ork a t  10 :0 0 , a rr iv in g  in  the C arly le su ite a t  1 1 :20. T h ere 

w as tim e for  c a lls  to plan the next day's w ork and lunch and d r e s s .

' . ^ A n d  th en  ab ou t 1 :30  w e left for C arnegie Hal l  for the f ir s t  of the

two b ig  even ts of the day. Only in  the life  of a p o litic ian  could  a day lik e   

today happen - -  two big even ts a im ed  around opposite poles of A m er ica 's

and it w as a triumphant tellin g  of the p ro g ress  of labor from  lo fts  and 

long hours to le isu r e  and S t o kowski and even a F ir s t  Lady. I w as

:V:VVa, ■• -• ■ \- i"--ri •

l i fe .  The f ir s t;  a t  the International L adies G arm ent W orkers' Union - -  -

their r e t ir ed  m em b ers - -  average age probably 70. And the secon d ,: •. -■ j
‘ ‘ '-i 

the H eadStart program  which in vo lves youngsters four and fiv e , m o stly  v i

from  cu ltu ra lly  deprived fa m ilie s . - . " "
• - ' ■ .. s e e  " - " .

I had waked up this m orning to/the m ost m arvelous fu ll-p age'ad jl

in  the New Y ork T im es w hich read: " F ro m  sw eat shops to S t o kowski",

m entioned . Under the a e gis of David Dubinsky, the re tired  P resid en t, they  

have got a program ' for spending those le isu r e  hours which in vo lves
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educational and cu ltural p ro jects , v is it s  to a vacation spot. T his con cert  

i s  one oiE a s e r ie s .  v r  ' " •

 ̂ A I stepped out of the car at C arnegie H all I  thought I heard a

. s l i g h t  h i s s i n g  n o i s e  behind m e-but I did not turn around.. If they^were

- b eard ed  fa c e s  and p lacards,. I certa in ly  would turn around to  add to the

-atten tion  that they .were getting. *If they w ere in front of m e I think I would

r  ■ V  - ■ -
^  walk through w ith  a sm ile  saying "Hello". % A egA  there on the sidew alk  was

J .  ■ • -V-C ‘V ' - i
D avid Dubinsky - - -^ h e  r e t ir e d  P r e s id e n t , the reason  I had com e. "T o m e *•-' '

. he i s  a fascin atin g  man p a ss io n a te /a d v o ca te  of h is people, great /  '
V ‘ ' > - ^

a cta r .-'g rea t fr ien d . 'And M r. Stulberg, the p resen t P resid en t of the Union 

who has a d ifficu lt ro le  fo llow ing in h is shoes.

, ; ;We found our sea ts  in a box with Mr. Stulb erg 's  w ife and David “ -
-" ‘ 'T-l'V. 1.*-^ ” ■" * ■ • * ! ' ' '  .i"* •-* '. » •"  '■■' ^  ' "  . "  “ ■• i ; '" -  ''T*'’ '*'■»<;' " X - '  - '  ' - »•"/ ■’ '  . . f  Z ' r t ' ’

D u b in s k y 's  daughter and Arthur and Dorothy Goldberg who a re  enorm ously
i ' . .  ’ ^

. . . popular with th ese p eop le . . And then began two wonderful hours for  m any '' ;
"  . " ‘ - 1 > .A

: r e a so n s . C arnegie H all w as packed — 3, 000. - The balconies: r is in g  row

on row,,'full,- even-: .to the top peanut ga llery . .- And down:below, a few  determined'"^
”  ̂ .. ,r , ... ........"T. .. i

old la d ie s  w e r e  m arching down the i s le s  search ing for their seats,' b erating : '
, ^ f ,  ,

the u sh er s  and grum bling, and a ll but getting into a fight with the p erson s  

that they •thought had their se a ts . It w as like a M olly G oldberg show. -

And th en  Stokowski cam e on in a sw allow  tail coat and a great b ig striped
CrtoJ" '■ : ■■■V, - v  ;;;•-'-C. ' y;
c r a vat, h is  w hite h air flow ing —  every  inch the showman h im se lf. B ut for

m e he m et h is  m atch in David Dubinsk^.
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. Stokowski w aited , h is d e lica te  hands p oised  in the a ir  like a 

flu tterin g  bird. A lm ost five m inutes past. F in a lly  Stokowski sa id , "A 

painter paints h is  p ictu res on can vas, but m u sician s paint their p ic tu res  

o n  s ile n c e . We provide the m u sic  and you p rovide the s ilen ce ."  it  

w as d e lic io u s dram a.  ̂ \

The program  w as made up of fa v o r ite s -- -  Wagner, and then-'*’
p....:-

T chaikovsky's Swan Lake". > :And then the w ild rom antic m u s ic  o f G ypsys - 

" The Rom anian Rhapsody" by A nesco .  But I w as caught up b o rn e along on

■ the stream  of the m u sic , understanding it rea lly  not v ery  m uch, but 

' y: in  itS; Sway and watching the people. There w as one N egro wom an who had ®} 

four drum s in front of h er . She w as ab so lu tely  m o tio n less  for fiv e  or y-r . j  -v .- ;-  

m o re m in u tes. A n d  then she would suddenly attack a ll four drum s in  a  

fren zy .-  And an old m an with a w hite beard  who played the c e llo  and had 

; .a lm o st  a s  m uch p resen ce  and dignity a s  Stokowski h im se lf. ’ . \

-T h en  ca m e the in ter m issio n . David Dubinsky w as the f ir s t  .speaker,;  

and it  w as h is  audience arid h is m om ent. And as the New York T im es sa id , ;

. "The golden w hite splendor of C arnegie H all sounded m ore lik e  a Union  ̂

h a ll. ''^,^ the audience of the 50 year or so stru ggle  of the labor - ;

. un ion s. L ittle  did you think in those days of the sw eat shops an d the 

/ "̂  p ick et l in e s , •  /(nd he quoted the tim es when they worked 12, 15, 18 hours

a day^ T h at one day you would be s ittin g  in C arnegie H all with the F ir s t  Lady.* | 

It’s a  long w ay from  those days to C arnegie H all. He talked about a str ik e  i
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of 1912 or 1913, and I could se e  old heads bobbing through the audience  

in  m em o ry . It w as a great show and I w as glad I was there to w atch it, 

though I  had the fee lin g  that these b a ttles  are won, th is day is  over, this 

i s  the la s t  h u r r a h ." Y o u  are not forgotten people", he w ent on, "We won't 

fo rg et you —  neither' the U nions nor the Governm ent. "- And M r. Stulberg- ■ 

spoke with dignity and b r ie fly . I do b e liev e  David Dubinsky would have 

pulled  h im by th e  Coattails i f  .it had been  lon g . And Stokowski h im se lf  

V' .very b r ie fly . - And then David introduced m e fu llsom ely .: I gave a plug 

-to the ‘G reat Society; to Lyndon's work, the M edicare law and the Older
-  - V- . - 'V v  ^  ̂ r  .

A m erican s A ct. . Our goal i s  not to m e r e ly  prolong our c it iz en s' l iv e s  but ' 

to en rich  them ." And I p ra ised  the Union for starting this p rogram - -  

cu ltu ral and educational p rojects - -  and a salute to old fo lk s, what the w orld  --rf- 

would have m is s e d  if  Konrad Adenauer had not worked in h is  7 0 s, and .

W inston  C hurchill from  ' 65 on. And E leanor R oosevelt in h er  sen ior  y e a r s , r .

And Grandma M oses through h er 80s. And if M a estr o  Stokowski had

l a i d  d o w n  h i s  b a to n  a t  65 o r  s o ,a n d  e x p r e s s e d  m y  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  D a v id  ™

i  >  "  ̂ - ' ' v
and M r. Stulberg and a ll those that had le t  m e share this e x c it in g , hopeful . ‘

■ ' look  into the new w orld . : : : s - '

The la s t  num ber on the program  w as D vorak's sym phony ca lled  ;

"The New W orld". And indeed a new w orld  is  opening up for old fo lk s.

■ 'When I fin ish ed  one of the r e t ir e e s  of the ILGWU d r e s se d  in  h er ■

■ b e s t  and savoring this m om ent cam e up to m e w ith a big bouquet o f y e llo w  

r o se s  w hich she gave to m e with a wonderful litt le  speech  that s h e  and, "  Z : ,  ':X
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a ll of them loved  m y husband, w ere h is  strong supporters and w ere  going  

to w ork hard for him  in '68. Then Stokowski took over for the la s t  number 

the great rolling m u sic  of Dvorak’s Ninth that keeps on repeating tw o  th em es, V - 

one of them I b e liev e  a sp iritu a l that goes "com ing hom e, com ing h om e".

It w as fa m ilia r  - -  I loved  it - -  I w as e x h i la r a t e d .  And D avid  D ubinsky

■ kept on w h isp erin g  in ;m y ear things about the program . The firsts line . , '
;-V'- T;,.- •

. a t  the top w as in  H ebrew , tran slated  below -as a v e r se  from  P s a lm s , ." C ast >

: m e not off in  the tim e of old age, d eser t m e not when m y strength  fa ile th . " - '*
- on ' ' „ ' ■ j

He w en t / to sa y  that, hal f  the people in the audience could read it in  H ebrew ,

that th e  Union had begun as. adsssH a lm o st so lid  Jew ish with the la ter  in vasion

by the Italians and now the N eg ro es . He pointed out proudly the N egro fa c e s

in the audience. T h e program  a lso  had a v ery  good picture of Lyndon and

quotes from  h is  sp eech es  about the older A m erican.  ̂ :

; Just b efore  it  w as over ,' I could hear a b r ie f  exchange betw een  '

'■ D avid  and:M r. Stulberg  behind m e. I found out with am usem ent la ter , that .■

it  w as a question  a s  to  w hether the o rch estra  w as g o in g  to f in ish  w ithin

the a llo tted  tim e or w hether they w ere going to have to s ta r t pl aying t im e

and a  half by u nion l a w .  They fin ish ed  with three m inutes to spare.^

W e ch eered  Stokowski  back onto the stage again and again.' I had m et him

during the in ter m issio n . And the audience ch eered  m e too and w aved  at

m e and b lew  k is s e s ,  and I waved back. And then we le ft, and w ith en th u sia stic  -1

gaadEjtoc goodbyes to David and Mr. Stulberg I w as off to the C arly le  w ith V;
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tim e to r e s t  ju st a  lit t le . 'It a lw ays su r p r ise s  m e that I got actually ̂

• . p h y sic a lly  tired .from  rny,attem pt to p roject, to give out, to e x p ress

to a j^rowd of people. , . i

; then a hair-do from Jack, m y old friend  from  Eddie S $ a z  ' <

of the day. L iz  

does th is so  s k il lfu lly

 ̂ and-in to .m y red  la ce  d res s for the second big event: 

i had  taken o ut-a litt le  insurance for papers.. She doe

■:'y ; f: b y ; ; |i^ v ^ g > b o u t  n o o n  t im e  a  l i t t l e  g r o u p  o f  o f f i c ia l s  a n d  m o t h e r s  b f t h e ' -  

Vi' V‘: ;H ea d S t a r t  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h r e e  o f the l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  in  a  H e a d S ta r t  c la s s '  -  -  .

: 5 ^  a N e g r o , one a Latin A m erican , and one white child  - -  com e up to -i 

the suite. for a few  m inutes ta lk  and p ic tu res. T hey had brought m e  som e 

>;of their w ork  from  their H eadStart c la s s  - -  m ostly  finger paintings; ' They  

 ̂ : w ere  p retty  tongue -tied , and I tr ied  v a lia n t ly  to talk to them.' A ctu a lly  :.

. ,'I  thought I did pretty  w e ll, to  the tune of click ing cam eras and listening^^^;;.', 

la d ie s  w ith pads. T h is  w as so  the papers w ith deadlines could have a  ̂

pictu re i f  th ey  w anted to u se  it. ' And they did.

- ' : And then w ith L iz I  le ft  for. the H otel P ier r e  for the recep tion  v 

. and dinner g iv en  b y  the C itizen s' C om m ittee for Children. M rs. M ilton  

Gordon, a  quietly  handsom  e s len d er woman, the head of the O rganization, 

.;. m e t  m e and took m e to the Sapphire Room for p ictu res, - -  the form at 

, w ith  w hich I am now quite  fam iliar . New s photographers and rep o rters  

'lin ed  up ahead of tim e to get the p icture for their deadline. But th is tim e  

the cita tion  w a s  not a p iece  of paper or a bronze plaque. It w as instead

’54
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m any, m any, m any litt le  g la ss  terra riu m s with enchanting litt le  gardens 

in sid e  made of fern s and plants, som e that bloom ed. I b o .  w ere even  

going to have som e lit t le  liv e  things in  t h e m  -- salamanders .  Too bad 

. ... th ey  could n ’t b e  frogs.'-: And one would be-given to each HeadStart c la s s  ■

: room  in the c ity  so  that the ch ildren  could watch things grow, and perhaps  

. . b ecom e fa m ilia r  w ith som e of the n a m es.;  .I t  w as an  im aginative; award

in  w hich I took m uch d e lig h t^  3 5 0  o f  th ese  litt le  terra riu m s in a ll.. ■;

Then we w ent into the recep tion  w here I m et som e of m y old fr ien d s l ik e - 

. H enry :Diam ond and Bob Stein and we talked of Lynda an d the Ed W e is ls . t
, * “ •'■V.

SSF ' Both M ollie  P arn is  and A dele Sim pson and those who would s it  on the dais
, ,  ̂ ‘ . ............. . ■

. - w ith  m e. The A rth u r G oldbergs again. I wonder if  they ever eat a t  hom e.

. And M ary L ask er , beautiful in a pink brocade. A whole spectrum - of people

- in te r e ste d  in ch ild ren  and their w e lfa re .-  Social workers,* ph ilanthropists,

: op in ion  m akera, judges and p o litic ian s and educators; . The Frank O 'C onnors, « 

: and M rs. M arsh all F ie ld s  -- she sa id  she;had se n t m e w ord about not being  

a b le  to com e to the C om m ittee for the P reserv a tio n  of the W hite H ouse.

. D r. Leona B um gardner. -:,Dave Dubinsky, grinning like a .little  e lf ,‘5S till - ' 

radiant w ith the su c c e ss  of/the afternoon. Jean Kintner And the Arthur 

' : K rim s w ith their B r itish  friend. . Bob Wagner and h is w ife , looking younger • ;

. and happier than he did five  y ea rs  ago. . And the Ed W arburgs --f'sh e's'th e  :

|| ■ m other of Stephen C u rrier  - -  i n  b lack , looking sad ly  d istant from, it  a ll .

H e t o ld  m e  i t  w a s  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  th e  s c a r  t i s s u e  to  h e a l  b e c a u s e  o v e r  an d  ^

s .
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over they would hear rep orts of another body being w ashed up on the 

b each  and it w as requ ired  that som eone go and to try to identify  it.

A s 1 looked out onto the audience of 700, I knew that I w as see in g  

a la r g e  part of the pow er structure of New York as oriented  toward-thart :

le g a l and educational and so c ia l rights, of ch ildren . What a so c ie ty  w e : •: 

a re . I wonderr'if in a l l  tihe w orld  there is  anybody quite.like u s. I w ish  

. I were- a  sponge and could!have' p icked lip m ore of what there w as in  that _ ■ 

ro o m —  the b ra in s, the hopes.^the w orks and ex p er ien ces  in the p ast of. ; 

so  m any of th ese  people. - , ' . ' > ' ‘

V - Our d e lic io u s dinner w as in ter sp ersed  ev ery  few m inutes by viery 

. am usiiig  m a ster ;o f c erem o n ies , Mr. O rson M cCorm ack w hose d r y w it  it

- took m e a litt le  w hile to get u sed  to.

; - : ; We got off to a good start b ecau se he w as a friend  of Edwina M itch e ll's. 

He had known h er in^^ta*tf^work and thought her a great woman.

ta ll affable.young M ayor, John L indsey and h is  w ife , had. com e  

. to  pay their re sp e c ts  to the C om m ittee and to w e lc o m e  me.:  ̂ But he w as a lso  

on h is  w ay to the .''Salutes for the S eason s" .  So after .one co u rse  h e .r o se ,

. g reeted  m e, in-a'w arm  and cord ia l way, and then went off for h is  second  

*; co u rse . What a life  it m u st bei My la s t  choice for a job in p o litic s  would

' be a s  M ayor of New York, ;

V— And then N elson  R o ck efe ller  who is  fa st getting to be m y favorite

G overnor, next to John (Connally), had com e over to greet m e the m om ent he had

spotted  m e to e x p r e ss  in h is  w arm , h ighly p erson al way, h is  in te r e s t  in
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Lyndon, h is  approval of the co u rse  he w as taking, som e w ords about 

Laurance and our la s t  m eeting , and h is  regret that he had to lea v e  ea r ly  

but he is  going to a Brotherhood Dinner w here h is own brother - -  the 

G overnor of A rkansas - -  w as rece iv in g  an honor. They are  so thoroughly  

charm ing - - he and Happy both. V '

M rs. M ilton Gordon m ade the introduction without a s in g le  note, 

w ith great p resen ce  and grace - -  a v er y  im p re ss iv e  wom an. I w as drawn 

to h er . F o r  24 y ea rs  she has w orked with th is C om m ittee and everyth ing  

affectin g  the in te r e st  of the ch ild ren  in leg is la tio n  - -  so m etim es for it, ■ 

so m etim es  aga in st it. Jack V alenti had told m e about her and had u rged  ■ 

m e to accep t th is award had m entioned her husband's friendship  for Lyndon 

in  the la s t  cam paign.

 ̂ And then w ith bright ligh ts and, TV and ca m era s  I w as on. I tr ied  . 

to  m ake m y few  w ords personal,, reca llin g  the scen e in the Red Room in  

the White H ouse only 2 y ea rs  ago when HeadStart actu a lly  cam e to birth;' /

T h ere .was S a rg  Sh river  and about 30  of us sitting  around and Tony

told  a  great s to ry  of how h is  life  had been channeled tow ard :su ccess in  h is  ■'■'̂  '■",^,.'1 

.teenage y e a r s  by the sam e so r t of guidance we hope we can furn ish  now  

in  som e of the poverty  p rogram s. And that w as the beginning of the Head Start _ ; 

and the Job C orps and Com m unity Action p rogram s. And then I l is te d  the 

w e ll known r e su lts  - -  the m ed ica l exam inations - -  in the litt le  over two 

y e a r s  that Head Start has b een  going on and how it has touched the l iv e s  

of one m illio n , four hundred thousand children . And I told about "Pancho"
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and h is  v is i t  to the White H ouse. I w ished  they could a ll s e e  the m ovie .

And then a sa lu te to th eir  work which has gone on so  much lo n g er  than 

the G overnm ent's and upon which the G overnm ents can build.- I tr ied  

m y v e ry  b est to draw from. it  a ll  that I could in d e liv ery . And when I sat  

down I fe lt  that I had done fa ir ly  good really.^. They w ere  rriost generous : 

in  their app lause. ::. And then Trudy Lash who-had been_;Mrs. R o o sev e lt's

V la s t  sec re ta r y , ro se  and;introduced.the real>speaker of"the evening --- 

. X Thurgood M a rsh a ll. I  had not heard  him b efore. He began in a quiet

■ m anner but p retty -soon  I r e a liz e d  I w as in, the p resen ce  of an orator. . I  . "

w a s proud that he w as in the-A dm inistration. And;Mr. M cC orm ack len t ;. . . -• . * .... .-'••■.JO-* ■ ..... . -
■ • ■ *■“ " J2: ' ’

the evening ju st the right am ou n t of hum or and a sort of fe y touch. '

A ll during the evening, e sp e c ia lly  at the reception , s e v e r a l people

.' had c o m e  up to m e  so rt of shaking their heads and saying, 'I don't see  ■ ■

• how you stand it,., it 's  too b a d ."  Sort of apologetic rem arks that m ade m e -

' know that there w ere p ick eters outside but I did not see  a one. ‘ And it  w as

only in  the m orning papers that.I found that they had been chanting outside

w ith  such .slogans_as ''End the wa r  in  V ie t-N a m " , ''Bring the boys home", 

''H ey , hey LBJ, how many kids did you k ill today ?" T his group ca lled

th em se lv e s  "The W omen Strike for P eace" . They w ere at one entrance.

! W e w ent in another. But their purpose w as accom p lish ed  b ecau se

the p r e ss  w as there to d u l y  accord  them. Som etim e during the dinner L iz
■ ■■ v/;.,

brought m e a folding note which said , "The Secret S erv ice  is  a fra id  that

there is  one wom an in the audience who m ay a r ise  and say  'Stop the War

M
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in V iet-N am '." You had b etter  be thinking about what you w ill fa* an sw er. 

It did not happen. Actually, one can becom e inured to this so rt o f thing. 

W e a r e  so  c lo se  to it  I cannot se e  it  in p ersp ective  - -  th is era  of turm oil 

and fru stra tion  a n d  anger,  that we liv e  in - -  the shadow of danger.

And a lso  in  the m id st of the utm ost affluence, opportunity, hope that the 

w orld  perhaps has ever  known.

We w ere  out early , thanks to Mr. M cCorm ack. We le ft  a litt le  

p ast 10:00, and I le ft  w ith the .am used thought that I w ondered how m any ’ 

m ore dinners poor N elson  R ock efe ller  a n d  Jake Javits and M ayor L in d sey  

had attended. One of the ch ief q u a lif ic a t io n s  for such jobs m u st be a • 

good d igestion .

B ack  at the Ca rly le  I read  and worked on paper until m id n ig h t.^ ^ ^


