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: S a tu rd a y ,  M ay  13; 1967 P a g e  1

.If  l i f e  c a n  b e  s a id  to h a v e  a  p a t te r n ,  a s  w e go in to  S p r in g  an d  

s u m m e r ,  the  c r e s c e n d o  o f w o r k  m o u n ts   p a c k  a s  m a n y  e n g a g e m e n ts

a s .w e  c a n  in to  T u e s d a y  a n d  W ed n e sd ay  a n d  T h u r s d a y , a n d  o fte n  M onday 

a n d  F r i d a y a r e ^ f u l i r ( 'A n d 'th e n   w e ek e n d s  w e go to C am p  D av id  o r

to  T e x a s ;  : 0  i f  w e  a r e  h e r e  Saturday  m o rn in g  i s  a  t im e  to  th in k , to  p lan ;

'  to  w a lk : |io m o r ie  jend"of the  M a ll  t o th e  o th e r  w ith  L ib b y  R ow e o r  to  ta lk

w ith  P o lly  S h ack le to n  a b o u t " P r o j e c t  Pride"  i t s  s e q u e l  fo r  th i s  s u m m e r ,

. o r  w i t h  A be F o r ta s  or Roger Stevens  a b o u t so m e  of th e  A r t  p ro g r a m s , ',

' o r  d ro p p in g  b y  th e  N a tio n a l to s e e   go to  th e  A r e n a .  I t ’s m y

■ d  c a l e n d a r  -- a  s o r t  o f c r e a t iv e  d a y  —  to  th in k ,

' to  p la n . •• T h e r e  m u s t  b e  so m e  lik e  th i s  to  fe e d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w e e k , “to  b u ild  

u p o n .^ ^ ^ d  th e n  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t a n d  Sunday  w e o fte n  sp en d  w ith  th e  p e o p le  

th a t  a r e  m o s t  r e la x in g  f o r  L y n d o n ,; th a t  h e  c an  e n jo y  w ith o u t th in k in g  of 

' - , , ,be i n g  c a r e f u l ,  o r  m a tc h in g  w its ,  o r  b e in g  i n flu e n c ed . W eek en d s  a r e  o u r  -

g r e a t  r e ju v e n a to r s . T h is  one w as  su c h . :; I  s p e n t the  m o rn in g  w ith  b o o k  > - 

w o rk ;S j:T h en  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  3 :0 0  A be F o r t a s  c am e  o v e r ^  and in the Queens'  ..

■ : ;r S it tin g  R oom  w h ic h .is^ m y  o w n ..sp ec ia l l i t t l e  f o r t r e s s  - - ^ i t  h a s  o n ly  one  

» ,>’ there: w e ta lk e d  f o r  a n  hou r ;a n d  h a l f  on  the

s u b je c t  th a t  h a s  e n g ag e d  sOHHLmuch o f m y  th in k in g  e v e r  s in c e  L y n d o n  go t 

in to  th is  jo b  - -  how  to  g e t  o u t a n d w h e n . ; ; \. V

M any , m a n y  m o n th s  a g o  I  s e t  M a rc h  of '6 8  in  m y  own m in d  a s  the 

t im e  w h en  L y n d o n  c a n  m a k e  a  s ta te m e n t  th a t h e  w ou ld  n o t b e  a  c a n d id a te

> I
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TH E W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M

S a tu rd a y , M ay  13, 1967 P a g e  2 v ,

f o r  r e e le c t io n .  I w a s  fo llo w in g  the  p a t te r n  o f P r e s id e n t  T ru m a n , a n d  

I  h a v e  c o u n te d  f i r s t  th e  y e a r s  a n d  th e n  th e  m o n th s  u n t i l  th a t  t im e . N ow  

i t  i s  te n  m o n th s  aw ay . F o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  in  m y  life  I  h a v e  f e l t  th a t  , . ,

L y n d o n  w o u ld  be  a  h a p p y  m a n  r e t i r e d .  I  f e e l  th a t  th e r e  is  e n o u g h  a t  - . : - '

th e  R a n c h  to  h o ld  h im , k e ep  h im  b u sy , a n d  th en  he  c a n  p o u r  h im s e l f  in to  ■ . 

s o m e  s o r t  o f te a c h in g  w o rk  a t  -the U n iv e r s i ty  -  in  th e  Jo h n so n  S c h o o l o f  

P u b l ic  S e rv ic e  p e rh a p s .  A nd m a y b e  a n  o c c a s io n a l  l e c tu r e  a t  S an  M a rc o s .  : :

I  f in d  m y s e l f  en jo y in g  m o r e  a n d  m o re  e v e ry  r e tu r n  to  th e  R a n c h ; - p

A nd I ,d o  n o t know  w h e th e r  w e -ca n  e n d u re  a n o th e r  fo u r  te rm  in  th e  - • >

y . -  ■ ■ . ■ ;■ - ■ X
p r e s id e n c y .  A nd  I  u s e  th a t  w o rd  in  W e b s te r ' s ow n m e a n in g  - -  "t o  la s t ,  :

- r e m a in ,  c o n tin u e  in  the  s a m e  s t a t e " w ith o u t p e r is h in g . And the  p r o s p e c t  o f

a n o th e r  c a m p a ig n  I  fa c e  l ik e  a n  o p e n -e n d  s ta y  in  a  c o n c e n tra t io n  c a m p . • >
■ - •; • \  ■ • • ' .  •••!’* V ' '  i-* - ' '  .  .  '« •*  • • i " ' '  ■}' 1 '  ‘ ’■V ■’• ' i

... V ' ■ -r. ' ■ 'v. ,  C . ■ ■ ■

I  h a d  tho u g h t th a t  L y ndon  w a s  o f the  s a m e  m in d :a s  m e  - -  th a t  h e  w ou ld

a t  s o m e  t im e  a n n o u n ce  th a t h e  w ou ld  n o t  be  a  c a n d id a te  fo r  r e e le c t io n .  ■ *£. "

I  do  n o t know . A ll th e s e  m o n th s  I  h a v e  f e l t  th a t  th in g s  tlialaK  m ig h t  k e e p  i- , -f

h im  f ro m  i t ,  th a t  m ig h t t r i g g e r  h im  in to  ru n n in g . O r one , i f  the  p o lls  : . :: ' 

; w e r e  so  b a d  [or  i f  B obby  K e n n e d y 's  le a d  w a s  so  s t r o n g] th a t i t  lo o k e d  lik e

. . h e , L yndon , co u l d no t b e  e le c te d , th a t  m ig h t f o r c e  h im  to  t r y .  O r  th a t  "  ̂

tw o , i f  th e  V ie t -N a m  w a r  w e re  o v e r ,  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  the  w o n d e rfu l

,— b e c k o n in g  h o p e  th a t  the  e n o rm o u s  e co n o m ic  m u s c le  of th is  c o u n try  w h ich   ̂ |

in  th e  p a s t  6 o r  7 y e a r s  h a s  g ro w n  so  v a s t ly  c o u ld  b e  h a r n e s s e d  to  a c h ie v in g  j
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th e  g o a ls  o f th e  G r e a t  S o c ie ty , re b u ild in g  the  c i t ie s ,  an d  w o rk  on h e a lth  

a n d  e d u c a tio n  a n d  c o n s e rv a tio n .:  T h a t c o u ld  r e a l ly  b e  a  s i r e n  so n g .

So o v e r  a  cu p  of c o ffe e , A b e  a n d  I  ta lk e d  a b o u t i t .  T h e r e  i s  

a lm o s t  n o b o d y  in  th e ' w o r ld  t h a t  I c a n  ta lk  to . A be I  f e e l  I  c a n . H e 

: se e m s  v e ry  q u ie t  a n d  u n p lu s s e d  a n d  a  l i t t l e - s a d ,  b u t v e ry  u n d e rs ta n d in g .

vr,  The gist of it  a t  th e  en d  w a s  th a t  he  th o u g h t L yndon  h a d  done eno u g h  —
"V r' '  * J  ̂ ^ Tt*  ̂- r *

' h a d  w o rk e d  e n o u g h  w ith  h i s  l i f e  —  so  th a t h e  c o u ld  a b o u t n e x t M a rc h  .  ̂ V«

’ * m a k e  th a t  a n n o u n c e m e n t  if th in g s  in  the  w a r  w e re  g o in g  good . I f  th e y  ' v.-': • ^
. V

w e r e  n o t - -  i f  i t  w e r e  a s  b a d  a s  now  o r  w o rs e  - -  h e  though t h e  s im p ly
V ^ 1  ̂ ^ ^

.-r V c o u ld  n o t. , T h a t h e  m u s t  t r y  f o r  th e  n o m in a tio n  w h ich  h e  an: m ig h t  o r  m ig h t v
'  * .  '  '  ’ ’ -z

n o t w in., A be th o u g h t h e  w o u ld . ' A nd  th e n  f o r  th e  e le c t io n  w h ic h  h e  m ig h t
i ' I "  ̂ ^

o r  m ig h t n o t. V  " ' - ' " < -^4

I t w a s  a  so le m n , r a t h e r  s a d , ta lk . One p a r t  I  l ik e d  v e r y  m u c h .

A be w a s  q u ite  s u r e  th a t  L y n d o n  h a d  done enough so  th a t h i s  p l a c e  in  h i s to r y  '  

w a s  a s s u r e d ,  w h e th e r  h e s e r v e d  o u t  t h i s  t e r m  o r  w a s  e le c te d  a g a in  or died ̂ ^^

 to n ig h t. lH fe-^aa y e r y  in 's is te n t  th a t  :L yn don m u s t  n o t m a k e  a  d e c is io n  ' ; ' 

r i : a n d  c e r ta in ly  n o t a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t b e fo re  n e x t M a rc h , v H e th o u g h t th a t  a n y  ; ■

s u c h  d e c is io n  o r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w ou ld  h a m s t r in g  - -  a lm o s t  im m o b i l iz e  - -  '

th e  w a r  e f f o r t  a n d  Lynd o n 's  d o m e s t ic  le a d e r s h ip  of the c o u n try . -

, ; l e f t  o u t the  m a jo r  a l t e r n a t iv e  in  m y

- th in k in g  a l l  th e s e  m o n th s . " T h a t  i s  i f  the  w a r  is n o t o v e r ,  i f  i t  i s  s t i l l  ju s t  

J\y as b a d  o r  w o rs e  - -  a n d  i t  lo o k s  lik e  i t  w il l  b e  a  long  e n d u ra n c e  c o n te s t .  I

•• • •• .■% 
. .1
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w o n d e r  too  if  I  h a v e  a s s e s s e d  m y  own s e l f  c o r r e c t ly .  I  th in k  I  h a v e .

I  a d m it  q u ite  c h e e r f u l ly  th a t  I  s h a l l  m is s  v e ry  m u c h  f r e s h  f lo w e r s  in  

th e  ro o m  e v e r y  d ay , a  h e a te d  sw im m in g  p o o l, a  m a s s a g e  a t  n ig h t, 

a n d  b r ig h t ,  s h a r p  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  h ig h ly -p la c e d  p e o p le  - -  a l l  th is  

on  the  le v e l  o f e n jo y m e n t. A nd on  a n o th e r  le v e l  the fe e lin g  th a t  I  h a v e  • 

d o n e  s o m e th in g ., : B a c k  w h en  th e  D i r e c to r  of the sc h o o l dow n in  A s h e v i l le ,   

N o r th  C a r o l ina  w ro te  m e  a f t e r  I  h a d  b een ' th e r e  th a t  the  a d u l t  e d u c a tio n  ' 

c l a s s  h a d  c lo s e d  th e  w e ek  b e fo re  m y  a r r i v a l .  B u t th a t  a f t e r  I w a s  th e r e  ' 

a n d  th e r e  w e r e  p ie c e s  in  th e  p a p e r  a b o u t m e , the: n e x t d ay  te n  p e o p le   ̂ ' 

c a l l e d  u p  a n d  s a id  th a t th e y ,w a n te d  to  g e t in to  the c l a s s .  H e s q u e e z e d  

th e m  in . I t  m a y  m e a n  a  d if f e r e n c e  in  th e  l iv e s ,  the  jo b s , of te n  people."

A t a n y  r a t e  i t  i s  n e v e r  f a r  f ro m  m y  th o u g h ts . I  c an n o t c o n tro l  th e  o u tc o m e , 

th o u g h  I  w il l  h a v e  so m e  e f fe c t  o n  i t .  A nd i t  w i l l  no t Î hope^be d e c id e d  u n t i l  

n e x t M a rc h . '  * -

V ' L y n d o n  h a d  c a l l e d  g u e s t s  to  g o  w ith  u s  to C am p  D av id . A nd a t

5 :0 0  on a  h e l ic o p te r  w e  left- w ith  M arg y  a n d  B ob M c N a m a ra  a n d  J a k e  a n d  

B e r y l  P ic k le  a n d  J a c k  a n d  M a ry  M a r g a r e t  a n d  C o u rtn e y , w ith  th a t  d e l ic io u s  

s e n s e  o f r e l i e f ,  e sc a p e ,' of h o lid a y  th a t  a lw a y s  g o es  w ith  u s  to  C am p  D av id .

T h o u g h  i t  w a s  a  r a in y ,  foggy  w e ek e n d  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  a l l  S p r in g  h e r e .

We g o t in to  c o u n try  c lo th e s  a n d  to o k  a  w a lk , jo in e d  b y  C o m m a n d e r   

Jo h n  P a u l  J o n e s ' two l i t t l e  g i r l s  - -  a d o ra b le  K a re n  a n d  Ju d y . A nd i t  w as  

a  s ig h t  to  s e e  th o s e  th r e e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  c lo s e  to g e th e r  - -  a l l  o f th em  v y in g

■ I ..--------- --------------- '' -in. ........... ....

i
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f o r  L y n d o n 's  a t te n t io n  - -  C o u r tn e y  s u r e  th a t sh e  w a s  h is  f a v o r i te  an d  

a  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  th a t  h e '^ a s  e v e n  p a y in g  m in d  to  th o s e  p thers .-s

K a re n , a  d a r k  h a i r e d  p ix ie  w ith  sh in in g  e y e s  w hom  you ju s t  

w a n t  to  p ic k  up  a n d  c u d d le  - -  e n o rm o u s ly  fe m in in e  - -  a  r e a l  f l i r t .  I t

-w as a '. r e a l  fem in ine^^^^^ge^  a t  th e  san d b o x  le v e l

- . i -* f

hita
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S a tu r d a y , . M ay  13, 1967 P a g e  _ >  :

- • W e w e n t to  C o m m a n d e r  J o n e s ' h o u se  to s e e  the. b a b y  ow l th a t  ■ . ' 

h a d  f a l le n  o u t o f a  t r e e  a n d  w a s  p ic k e d  up  b y  one of th e  s e r v ic e  rn e n  =

- r .  a n d  c a r r i e d  to  the  . l i t t le  g i r l s  fo r  a  p e t. . I t  w a s  a  so le m n , f u r r y  l i t t l e
 ̂ ' V , /  ' a ; ' ;' : ■

V . .. - c r e a t u r e  th a t  f lo p p e d  abou t, on u n c e r ta in  w in g s . A nd K a re n  w a s  a s  m u c h  ;

. a t  h o m e  w ith  i t  a s  sh e  w o u ld  b e  w ith  a  k i t ty  c a t .  ' '

:T h en  w e  w a lk e d  on o v e r  to  th e  bow ling  a l le y  a n d  a l l  o f u s  p la y e d  -V|5

a  g a m e . A nd J a k e  a n d  I  - -  he^s g o tte n  v e r y  fond  of i t  a n d  p la y s  w e l l  .-- ^

. - l in g e r e d  to  p la y  a n o th e r  two g a m e s  a f t e r  th e  o th e r s  w a lk e d  b a c k  w ith : i" -: ,-

, , L y n d o n  to  A sp en. - ‘ ' I '

a n  e a r ly  d in n e r  — a b o u t 8 : 00 - -  o u ts id e  th e  b ig  p ic tu r e

'• w indow  lo o k in g  dow n in to  the. v a l le y . T h e  w o r ld  w as  w ra p p e d  in  g r a y  fo g ,

a n d  i t  w a s  e a s y  to .b e l ie v e  th a t w e w e re  h ig h  on a  m o u n ta in to p ;q u ite  c u t •

o ff a n d  th e r e f o r e  f r e e  of w o r r y  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  S om ehow  I r e jo ic e d  ^
' v' - . ■' ■' CIAa

j u s t  a s  m u c h  f o r  B ob a s  fo r  L y n d o n . I  r e a d  o ff the  n a m e s ' o f  the. m o v ie s

w i th  l i t t l e h e a r t  b e c a u s e  a c tu a l ly  l is te n in g  to  th em  w a s  m o re  fu n  th an

; s e e in g  n e a r ly  a n y  m o v ie . ' A nd w e s im p ly  s a t  a ro u n d  the  ta b le  f o r  2 h o u r s .- .

I  r e m e m b e r  a t  one  p o in t the  ta lk  go t a ro u n d  to  D ean  A c h eso n  a n d  so m e . . '■

r e c e n t  c o n f ro n ta t io n  h e  h a d  h a d  w ith  L y n d o n  w h e re  Bob s a id  he  h a d

b e e n  a c tu a l ly  q u ite  u n c o m fo r ta b le , a p p a r e n t ly  b e c a u s e  A c h e s o n 's  w o rd s

. h a d  b e e n  so  c u tt in g . . L yndon  w a s  q u ite  u n d is tu rb e d  a n d  r e c a l l e d  a  s to r y

th e  S p e a k e r  u s e d  to  s a y  a b o u t A c h eso n  in  d e s c r ib in g  h is  g r e a t  b r a in  a n d

./ .............. • Vi
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..........................................................................S a tu rd a y , M ay  13, 1.967 > " P a g e

h is  g r e a t  a r r o g a n c e .  A nd  th e S p e a k e r  h a d  s a id , "H e ju s t  o u g h t to  h a v e  ;

h a d  to  r u n  f o r  p u b lic  o ff ice  so m e  t im e . I f  he  h a d  on ly  j u s t  ru n  f o r  s h e r i f f  

o n c e , he  w o u ld  b e  o n e  o f the g r e a t e s t  p u b lic  s e r v a n ts  w e 'v e  e v e r  h a d ." ,

T h e  S p e a k e r  —  h i s  w isd o m  and. h is  p ith y  s a y in g s  h av e  a ‘w ay  of c r e e p in g  

in to  o u r  c o n v e r s a t io n .  ; We s h a r e  h im  w ith  e v e ry b o d y . H e 's  a  le g e n d  in  - ;y; 

o u r  l iv e s .  ................................................................. .......................  ^
m

. . ‘ ■ : .. :'.?A t 10:00  I  l e f t  to go s e e  m y  show  w h ic h  w as  d is a p p o in t in g ly  a: r e r u n . ' ^' .  ̂  ̂ SI

- V- B u t I  w a tc h e d  i t  a lm o s t  a s  h a p p ily  a s  the  f i r s t  t im e , a n d  I  w a s  d e lig h te d  to
. —  . ^ i - / -  , ’ . 

find: th a t  b o th  L y n d o n  a n d  B o b  w e n t to b e d  e a r ly . T o n ig h t f o r  L y n d o n , w ith  ’ »■-

. no  n ig h t r e a d in g . ; ~
■ ■' - - ..........■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ....................... .... ............. .............. ...  ....... ■■ ■■■ ■"-....

Tw o of th e  n ic e s t  th in g s  th a t  h av e  h a p p en e d  to m e  th is  w e e k  a r e  -

the  g e n e r o u s  d o n a tio n s  f ro m  P h y l l is  D i l lo n  —  a n  in c re d ib le  c h e c k  fo r

$ 2 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  so m e  s c h o o l in  th e  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia  - -  a  g if t  to. ou r :  s o c ie ty .

; , A nd  m y  M o th e r 's  D ay  p r e s e n t  f ro m  L y n d a  and  L u c i .  L y n d a 's  h a s  s

■. n o t a r r i v e d  b u t  s h e 's  to ld  m e  a b o u t i t  - - th e  b o o k  (one of m y  o w n  c h ild h o o d

b o o k s ). "Drusi l l a  D o ll"  re b o u n d  in  l e a t h e r . W hat a n  im a g in a tiv e  g i r l  v^i^"- U

iM
• - . .- ’■‘j ,  I'V- . 
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