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I w as up  e a r ly  - - a  l i t t le  a f te r  7:00 - - a n d  a t  m y  m a il. And then 

a t  11:00 the f i r s t  ap p o in tm en t of the d a y  w as in  the K ennedy G ard en  w ith  

the  Mu ltip le  Sc le r o s i s  peop le . T he g ro u p  in c luded  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  of 

th e  B o a rd , p ia n is ts  and  h u m o r is ts  who w e re  p re se n tin g  m e w ith  the 

B ro n z e  H ope C h es t, . and  R ic h a rd  Jaco b y  - -  Mu ltip le  Sc le r o s is  m an  

of the y e a r  in  a  w h e e lc h a ir  ^  of the d is e a se  s in ce  '5 9 , bu t s t i l l

, w o rk in g  a n d  w ith  iro n ic  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  in  the H ealth , E d u ca tio n , an d  - 

; - W e lfa re  D e p a r tm e n t. . A nd of c o u rse  flan k s  of p r e s s  and  c a m e r a s .  ^

I t  w as the  m o s t  h ila r io u s  p re s e n ta tio n  th a t e v e r  happened  to u s ,  V ic to r   

B o rg e  h ad  b e en  w a rm in g  them  up I h e a rd  la te r  w ith  su ch  r e m a rk s  a s  

. . when  som eone  a sk e d  w h ere  I  w as , "S h e 's  on the o th e r  s id e  cu ttin g  th e  

g r a s s . "  And w hen a sk e d  if  he w as going to in tro d u ce  m e to the Jac o b y s ,

. " I  w ill  if  I  c an  r e m e m b e r  h e r  n am e ." 

- V He got th ro u g h  the a c tu a l  p re s e n ta tio n  w ith  good enough g ra c e , bu t

a t  the end  he b eg an  to  cough a s  I  m ad e  m y thanks to the v o lu n te e rs  and  the 

r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  the hope fo r  the fu tu re  that th e i r  w o rk  h e ld  out. And he 

coughed w o rs e  a n d  w o rse , g e tting  r e d  in  the fa ce , and  ev e ry b o d y  b eg an  to 

lau g h . And I n e v e r  knew  w h e th e r i t  w as  r e a l  o r  s tag ed . At an y  r a te ,^

M r .  J a c oby an d  h is  w ife  w e re  a s  a m u se d  a s  anyone w hich  w as a l l  

th a t  m a t te r ed. I  in s is te d  th a t th ey  have a  p r iv a te  to u r  u p s ta i r s  if  they  w an ted  

to . M eanw hile w e h ad  b een  the su b jec t of g re a t  in te r e s t to a l l  the to u r is ts  

th a t  w e re  filin g  by  on the o th e r  s id e  of the g la ss  in  the c o r r id o r  - -  so m e  

4 o r  5 a b r e a s t .  It m u s t have looked  r id ic u lo u s  to them  - -  a l l  of u s  ju s t
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bend ing  o v e r  w ith  la u g h te r  a ro u n d  th is  poor m an  in  the w h e e lc h a ir .

I s ig n ed  an d d ic ta te d  an d  au to g rap h e d  u n til i t  w as  tim e  to go to , 

E v ie  Sym in g to n ' s  f o r  lunch . And &aaaa indeed  w as an  o ff-b ea t, d iffe re n t, 

d e lic io u s  th ing fo r  m e .  A few  f r ie n d s  - -  i ts  only p u rp o se , fun . I  love 

the a u r a  o f E v ie  a n d  S tu 's  h o u se  in  G eorgetow n . I t ' s a n  o ld  re v o lu tio n a ry  

h o u se. -i-A«rffibnce^she to ld  m e-th e  re.-w as a  t u n n e l down in  the  b a se m e n t

th a t
'I T '

' - ' k -f ^ ^ w n  r iv e r ,  ■ and  a t  w as u s ed  du r in g  ̂̂ ^̂

o f  t h e  s o -c a l le d  u n d e r g ro u nd  r a i l r o a d  - -  a n  escape route for slaves. 

i s  a so r t of  charm  th ere  that  com e s  o nly from  generations o f  good taste ̂ ^ r -
■ ,*r'

r, . : .  - the s ta m p  of a  fa m ily  o v er a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  a t  le a s t.; . T h e r e  i s  a  B o tt ic e ll i
. •.■:■•■'-A;'' ..... ....... ........

o v e r  th e  m a n te l  —  and a  S te rn  D utch face , th a t looks lik e  i t  m ig h t h av e  b een  ^

p ai n ted  by  F r a n z  H als - -  a  d e lic a te  A n d re a  d e l S arto  d raw ing  a s  y o u  go, .

; ’ u p  the s t a i r s .  A nd m o s t c h a rm in g  of a l l ,  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  ab o u t 

7. I t  w as  E v ie 's  m o th er... And an ele g a n t w om an in  a  w edding d r e s s  of th e   .

1890s I  w ould judge. . ' , . , 'L ,
r ................  -  ̂ .

'   ̂ *•>T h e re  w ere  s ix  of u s  - -  C a ro l  F o r ta s  an d  L ibby Rowe a n d .M a ry  E lle n  

' • ;  ̂ M o n ro n ey  a n d  M a r n y  C liffo r d .  I f  I  h a d  p la n n e d  i t  fo r  m y  own s p e c ia l  ' ^

-I ' '  p le a s u re , th e re  co u ld n 't  hav e  b een  peop le  I  w ould en joy  m o re . We h a d   *;

a  d r i n k ,  a n d  i t  th e  m id d le  o f th e  day -- fee lin g  v e r y  abandoned -- an d  d e lic io u s  

b i t s  o f c o n v e r s a t ion .  I  r e m e m b e r  E v ie  ta lk in g  abou t how w hen sh e  w as a  

l i t t l e  g i r l  of 11 o r  1 2  an d  h e r  m o th e r  had  a  d in n e r  p a r ty  p lan n ed  w ith  th e  

: o y s te r s  a l l  a r r a n g e d  p ro p e r ly  on the p la te s  an d  she w as in  the p a n try

- a

-
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lo v ed  o y s te r s  - -  an d  w en t a ro u n d  from  p la te  to p la te  - -  gullop, gullop, 

gu llop , w en t an  o y s te r  off e ach  p la te , n e v e r  d re a m in g  th a t she  w ould be 

caugh t. T h e  s to ry  c am e  in to  the hands of M rs . L ongw orth  an d  s h e 's  

n e v e r  h e a rd  the end  o f i t .   . .

: C a r o l  a n d  I  s a t  on the s o fa  an d  ta lk e d  about th e ^  S ocie ty  fo r  a  

M o re  B ea u tifu l C ap ita l. I  le a n  on h e r  ju s t  a s  I do on Abe fo r  w isdom  and  

a d v ic e . ' We ta lk e d  a b o u t the  C om m on M a rk e t an d  the B r i t i s h  b id  to  get in 

an d  the F r e n c h .  Of the F re n c h  she sa id , "T hey  a r e  good d r e s s  m a k e r s   

a n d  p a in te r s ."   ̂ - r -  .

Libby Rowe w as ju s t  b a ck  fro m  h e r  t r ip  to London w h e re  she had  

gone w ith  h e r  h u sb an d  ju s t  fo r  fun. T hey  h ad  taken  a  c a r  an d  found the l i t t l e  ' 

ro ad s, an d  e x p lo re d  the  c o u n try s id e . One p lace  she h ad  been  to w as the 

h o m e of B e a tr ix  P o t te r  who w ro te  the P e te r  R abb it books a n d  a l l  the a d o ra b le  

l i t t l e  books th a t I r e a d  to L ynda and  la te r  to  L u c i and  th a t L ynda h a s  now

h a d  reb o u n d  in  le a th e r  and  c h e r is h e s  - -  c ra y o n  m a rk s  in  a l l  - -  Tabitha  

T w itc h i t and  M rs .  T iggy-W ink le  w as p a r t  of o u r l i f e .  ̂ -

T hey  sa id  th a t  B e a tr ix  P o t t e r 's  h o m e  w as s t i l l  th e re  and M r.  ' 

M c G re g o r 's  fa rm  and  a l l  the p re t ty  c o u n try s id e  w h ere  h e r  c h a r a c te r s  

liv ed . E v e ry  tim e  a n o th e r  fa rm  cam e up  fo r s a le , B e a tr ix  P o t te r  w ould 

w r i te  a n o th e r  c h i ld re n 's  book an d  buy the f a rm . And w hen she d ied  she 

le f t  a l l  h e r  ho ld ings - -  so m e  4 , 000 a c r e s  - -  to the N ational T r u s t  so  that 

i t  co u ld  re m a in  ju s t  a s  i t  w as - -  b eau tifu l c o u n try s id e  - -  fo r  g e n e ra tio n s

5 - : i

o f c h ild re n  to enjoy .
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I  thought of L ynda and  w hat a  good s to ry  th a t w ould  m ak e  fo r  h e r  

' to  w r i te .  

-  ̂ We ate off Lowestoft - -  a  v e r y  d e lic ious fem in in e  s o r t  of lunch ,

inc lu d in g  d e lic io u s  eggs a n d  so m e  je l l ie d  m ix tu re . And the  ta lk  ran g e d  

• w ide an d  w as fu ll of iasgssai la u g h te r  an d  3:00: c am e ' v e ry  soon, an d  I le ft.

• .B ack  a t  the W hite H ouse I  con tinued  m y  se lf- in d u lg e n c e  by  having 

a n  h o u r ' s n ap  an d  th en  h a d  a  S p an ish  le s so n  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  to m o rro w  

. w hen  I w ill be  see in g  a l l  the  d ip lo m a ts ' w iv es  a t  tea.: And th en  d r e s s e d  

in  m y  v e r y  f a v o r i te  o u tf i t  - -  the  ch am pagne la c e  - -  fo r  the l a s t  of the -:

, b ig  re c e p tio n s  - -  the m il i ta ry .  Twelve hundred had b een  in v ite d . We e x p e c te d  ^

. p o s s ib ly  1, 000. H opefu lly  w e 'h a d  begun  to put up the s tr ip e d  bo o th ^s  in  

the law n th is m b r n in g .  ,I love i t  w hen th e re  a r e  Hue sk ie s  an d  c r i s p  w hite  

s um m e r  u n ifo rm s  and  snapping  x  f la g s  and; s tr ip e d  tentS; fo r  r e f r e s h m e n ts

- and. th e  r e d -c o a te d  M arin e  band. - B u t th is  h a s  b een  a  co ld , g ra y  Spring .

. N ot once have w e h ad  the b ea u tifu l d ra m a  of a  law n p a r ty . So w e m e t the

g u e s t s  of h o n o r u p s ta i r s  in  the Y ellow  Room  - -  the V ice P r e s id e n t  an d  the  

M c N a m a ra s , an d  th e  fo u r  sp e c ia l g u e s ts  of h o n o r - -  the M edal H onor - 

w in n e rs  - -  C a p ta in  B arn h arn  and  a  n ice  looking  young N eg ro , L a w re n ce  

J o e l, w ith  h is  w ife who w as a s  d r e s s e d  up and  a s  th r i l le d  a t  b e in g  h e r e  a s  

I  w ould have b een  a t  h e r  age. And L t. M oram  and  a  C ap ta in  W illiam s 

who b ro u g h t h i s  w ife an d  ta lk ed  to Lyndon about th e ir  4 -y e a r  o ld  d a u g h te r  

who h ad  b e en  p r e s e n t  a t  the c e re m o n y  w hen h e r  fa th e r  w as a w a rd e d  the 

m e d a l, an d  whom  Lyndon h ad  im m e d ia te ly  tak en  to  and  she  to  h im . And .
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now e v e ry tim e  L yndon  co m es  on te le v is io n  th is  l i t t le  g ir l ,  s a id  h e r  

p a r e n ts ,  w a lk s  up an d  k is s e s  h is  face  on the se t.

. T h e  top b r a s s  w as u p s ta i r s  - -  G e n e ra l W h ee le r, G e n e r a l  M cC onnell 

; of the A ir  F o rc e .  , B u t fo r  the r e s t  of the  s e rv ic e s ,  a c tin g  C h ie f s  of O p e ra tio n s . ' 

A nd o f  c o u rs e  the S e c re ta ry  of the A rm y , M r. R e s o r . And the S e c r e ta ry  . 

o f the N avy, M r . N itze.- Since the D efense D ep a rtm en t w e n t u n d e r  one . ' . 

head,: th e se  h ig h  o f f ic e r s  h av e  r e t r e a te d  in to  r e la t iv e  o b sc u rity . I  w as  ̂ - 

d e lig h ted  th a t S en a to r M a rg a re t  C h ase  Sm ith  w as u p s ta i r s  w ith  u s . -.1 th ink  

an y  h o n o r o r  d ig n ity  a c c o rd e d  h e r ,  an d  th is  w as  b ec au se  of h e r  ra n k  on the. : 

■'Armed S e rv ic e s  C o m m itte e , is  a  h ig h ly  a p p ro p r ia te .

. ' ■ T h is  tim e  a  re c e iv in g  lin e  w as ju s t  too m uch . So we w ent d o w n s ta irs  

fo r. p ic tu re s  in  the  B lue Room  w ith  the M edal of H onor w in n e rs  an d  th e ir  

w ives an d  th e  V ice  P re s id e n t  and  o th e rs  w ith  G e n e ra l and  M r s .  W h ee le r.

And then  w e b eg an  to m ak e  the c i r c le  w h e re  indeed  th e re  w as p le n ty  of 

: lo w  b r a s s  a s  w e ll a s  h igh  b r a s s  — the g u e s ts  raassog ran g in g  fro m  s te w a rd s

to L y n d o n 's  v a le ts ,  th e  p e r s o n n e l o f C am p D avid and  of the S equo ia  and  

C om m unic a tio n s  peop le  who go with us to the R anch  - -  to 60 4 - s t a r  G e n e ra ls  

an d  one 5 - s t a r  G e n e ra l  --  O ma r  B ra d le y  and  h is  re c e n t b r id e  - - v e ry  m u ch  

the c e n te r  of a t te n t io n . And I  w as e a g e r  to see  h e r  b ec au se  M a rily n  had  

to ld  m e  so  m u ch  ab o u t how happy  the G e n e ra l w as . He lo o k ed  i t  - -  ju s t

b e a m in g. • ' v ’ v • '

One w r i te r  s a id  th a t the  S tate D ining R oom  looked lik e  the subw ay a t  

r u s h  h o u r . She w a s  r ig h t. And a s  I m ade m y  w ay th rough  i t ,  I  k ep t on |
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say in g  to g u e s ts , " I  hope you w ill f ind  a  p la te  o r a  d r in k  an d  y o u r fa v o r ite  

f r ie n d s  an d  go out on the  p o rch . The v iew  is  lovely . O r find  a  s e a t  in  the 

R ed  R oom  o r  th e  G re e n  R oom . '';' M any did. B ut w h e re v e r  Lyndon w en t

lik e  the  P ie d  P ip e r  a  c ro w d  sw e lle d  a ro u n d  h im . He shook h an d s  to r ig h t
... ■ ■ •• . •' •■■ ■ • • •- •• •

a n d  le f t, and  so  d id  I  in  s lo w e r  tem po. And we c irc u m n a v ig a te d  the  S ta te
V" •• • -> ' ■ -'u .  ' >  •, j  •. - - r ? ’•.V.' . : V.' •‘+ - : ^ • . ..y.,- ^ \ r

.D ining Room  a n d  th en  the B lue Room  and  then  I  d r if te d  out on to  the p o rch .
. -• . . .   ̂ • -.'.■’• I . - • • ' ' y .  .-r^. ^

By th a t tim e  I  didn ' t  see  h im  any  lo n g e r ; ' and  I w as in  the E a s t  R oom . '
-  -■ — .<.** . .-i • t C v '  ■ ...... -•• ...■•.TV.: ••• ' "'•••’ 'j'.v : i . ' • ̂ .. * •. - , r,.-. .- ■

T h e re  w e re  buffets ' a n d  b a r s ,in  bo th  the S tate D ining Room  and. th e  E a s t

R oom , an d  d ancing  in  th e  E a s t  R oom .

C h ie f B a lt im o re , C h ie f  M ills , ;and :the o th e r  two ch ie fs  an d  th e ir

- w iv es  w e re  th e re . O ur o n e - tim e  a id e  — the H ow ard  Burrises - -  look ing  ':

v e r y  h an d so m e - -  the  bo th  of th em . ,

I  m e t one G e n e ra l 's  w ife n am ed  M rs . R eedy  who h ad  b e e n  a t  the

' - '  - ' / •  - 
U n iv e rs ity  o f T e x as  w ith  m e in  1932. She r e m e m b e re d  N ell Col gin. She

. .had b een  a P i  P h i. Som e vague b e ll  in  the r e c e s s e s  of m y  m in d  ru n g  w hen

sh e  c a lle d  h e r  m a id e n  n am e . T he m an y  guests , who had  b een  s ta tio n e d

a t  San A nton io  som e tim e  c lu s te r e d  a ro u n d  the c h ili  con  q u e s o  dip . . *

. T h e re  w as one m om ent w hen I  found m y se lf  going th rough  a  d o o rw ay  an d

th e re  p lan te d  f i r m ly  in  the c e n te r  of i t  w as a  la rg e  fo rm id ab le  looking

w o m an  in  a  fe s t iv e  T yro lean  cos tu m e . Lyndon w as r ig h t b eh in d  m e.

" M r .  .P r e s id e n t .  W ill you do so m eth in g  fo r  m e? ” A lw ays the  g re e tin g  i

m o s t  c a lc u la te d  —  to m ake m e a t  le a s t  w an t to m e lt  in to  the fu rn i tu r e .  ^
■ ■- -1 . ■ '• J
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I t  w as  the B a ro n ess[?] von Tra p p fro m  V erm o n t. Too slow ly  to m ak e  a  deft 

in tro d u c tio n  m y  m in d  c lic k e d  in to  the re c o lle c tio n  th a t S en a to r A iken 

h ad  su g g e s te d  i t  w ould  be  n ice  if we in v ited  h e r .  She is  h is  c o n s titu e n t 

down v is it in g  W ash in g to n . She w an ted  to go to V ie t-N am  tak ing , a s  w ell
V • * . • -  • 'Sr. / t ' - '  ■ ■ ''•■■■. ’' ■ ' J . . V  T =-», V  'i"*'- ^ '  r V "' ■ ' *'* i ‘

•' '' - V'.'"'* ■ ‘ y  '■ * ■'/' '.i ' . " . ' ' ’ . ■, ■ ■ ]■

a s  I  could  g a th e r , the m o v ie  " Sound of M u sic" - -  the s to ry  of h e r

l ife  - -  fo r  the s e rv ic e  m e n  t o  see . And she w an ted  th e  P r e s id e n t  to 

in te rc e d e  fo r  h e r  w ith  M cN am ara , "Do you hav e  any in fluence  w ith
' * " • " . '  ‘ S-

.M r .  M cN am ara?" Lyndon, who is  q u ic k e r  than I sa id , " No, but m y  

w ife  d o e s ."  A nd aw ay  he w e n t.  

- F o r  tw o h o u rs  I bo th  w o rk ed  a t  i t  and  en joyed  it ,  g oing u p s ta i r s  -

a  l i t t l e  p a s t  8:00 to jo in  the C e c il B u rn e y s  who w e re  our house  g u e s ts  f o r

the  n igh t, an d  H e rm a n  Jones, who is  in  town fo r  an  jftAshBk A lco h o lic s  B o a rd ,

, an d  whom  we h ad  ad d ed  to the R ec ep tio n  and  in v ited  to s ta y  fo r  d in n e r  w ith

. u s .  I t  w as only  then  th a t I r e a l iz e d  how t i re d  I w as. It is  p h y s ic a lly  g re a t

to  t r y  to  be  p le a s a n t,  to th ink  of a  p o in t of co n tac t w ith  a thou sand p eo p le .

»♦
e x e r t io n  fo r  m e - -  ju s t  lik e  plow ing o r  m oun ta in  c lim b in g  - -  to -g ive  out, |

-sif

I  h ope  i t  doe SH n o t show in  m y  face  o r  d em ea n o r b e c a u se  I \van t..to 'a lw ays , .-:4 

re m e m b e r  th a t  th is  rina-j^e the only  tim e *  som e of them  w il l  b e  h e r e  to  see

th is  h o u se , to s e e  a  P re s id e n t  o r  a  F i r s t  Lady, and  fo r  som e of them  i t  w ill 

b e  a s  th r i l l in g  a s  i t  w as fo r  m e  w hen I w as 26,

T h e re  fo llow ed  two p le a sa n t, r e la x e d  h o u rs . K a r a  B u rn e y  

h a d  p re p a re d  fo r  me a  l i s t  of n am es  of L a tin  A m eric an s  who w e re  o u ts tan d in g  

fo r  s o m e  c o n tr ib u tio n  - -  c u l tu r a l  o r  econom ic o r  g o v e rn m e n t service - -  in  -
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in South Texas. It is hard for us to keep current, to bring in new names—new blood for 

invitations to committees, to add their strength to our personal and political life.

Cecil showed me a delightful picture of a big complex of automobile sales businesses 

where hundreds of palm trees had been planted around the several-acre establishment, and a 

small sign, charmingly designed said, “Lady Bird. We don’t think that there is anything man- 

made that is more beautiful than our cars, but we agree that cities should be made beautiful, and 

we are trying.” I was pleased at the yeast, the vitality of the idea of conservation beautification 

and of the use this place I’m in can be put to as a forum, a point of leadership.

We had Lyndon’s favorite Creole shrimp, plus party food. The guests left about 11:30, 

and Lyndon went to night reading, and I to bed with my current book. I was delighted that he 

had told Herman Jones that he wanted to appoint Bess to the first vacancy on the Committee on 

Retardation. She will work well and ably, along with Muriel, Mathilda, and the other capable 

people there. I am glad when we can put our mark on these committees and commissions. The 

eternal difficulty is always in finding the right person.

[NOTE: Page 8 was missing from the transcript for this date. Mrs. Johnson noted this on the 
bottom of page 7. This transcript was prepared by LBJ Library staff on 9/5/2014.]


