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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S R I N O T O N

F r id a y ,  M a y  26, 1967 P ag e  1

* It w as  a  happy  day  m ade up of m y  funny d e co ra tin g . I  w o rk ed  

on the L B J  L ib r a r y  w ith  M ary  L a s k e r .  And th en  in tro d u c in g  o u r fa v o rite  

.rS'/;-’ f r ie n d s  to  M a ry . I t  b eg an  e a r ly . ■ " "

- I  h a d  d r e s s e d  and  h ad  m y coffee and  w as  down a t  the C e d a r  R ouse

- a  l i t t l e  p a s t  8:00 w ith  J a m e s  and  a  g r e a t  s ta c k  of p a in tin g s  - -  m o s t of 

: th em  f ro m  L y n d o n 's  t r ip  to G erm an y . And we m a rc h e d  fro m  ro o m  to
■ ' • ■- f  .......- ........-

ro o m  .'-r' J a m e s  hold ing  them  up an d  m e looking ju d ic io u s ly . B e s s  had  

sp e n t the  n ig h t 'a t  the C ed a r  H ouse and  she p a s se d  judgm ent on a  few  a s  

/ V i^e, b u s ily  w en t ab o u t the job of pu tting  oh a  lo v e ly  d in n e r th is  even ing . .

‘ ,I  sp en t o v e r  an  h o u r th is  w ay, and  then m ade a  ru s h  t r ip  to  ■

J a m e s ' ho u se  tak ing  a  la rg e  m i r r o r  —  one th a t had  long ago  b een  the 

f ra m e  fo r  S a lin a s ' p a in tin g  I h ad  bought fo r  L y ndon 's  b ir th d a y  an d  n e v e r  - 

h av in g  l ik e d  the f ra m e , r e f r a m e d  the p a in tin g  and  u se d  the o r ig in a l  f ra m e  

fo r  a  m i r r o r .  - S u re  enough the m i r r o r  looked  v e ry  w e ll in  J a m e s ' house  

a n d  so  d id  one o f fee pa in tings.- A nd J a m e s  and  M a r y  w e re  v e ry  p le a se d .

A nd 1 so  m u ch  p le a s e d  to s e e ' how  n ea t a n d  r e a l ly  a t t r a c t iv e  th e ir  .house. ■ ■ •" , . '  ' ' *
■■ •...... * / ,  •: .  "  -r „ .  '

i s  an d  how m uch  p le a s u re  th ey  take in  it; J a m e s ' v e ry  e ld e r ly  m o th e r-  ’

- w as v is i t in g  them .  '' T h e ir  dau^ e sp e c ia lly  charm ing^. v '

' .She is  going to w o rk  a t  KTBC th is  su m m e r . Lyndon is  a  r e m a rk a b le  m an .

m illio n s  o f th ings of s ta te  he h a s  to th ink  of, he  h e a r s  fro m  

\ M a r y  D avis th a t h e r  17-y e a r  o ld  d au g h te r h a s  tak en  typing and  h a s  done 

. v e ry  w e ll in  i t .  A nd he p ro d s  J e s s e  in to  giving h e r  a  su m m e r  job  a t  K T B C .
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B a ck  at th e m a in  hou se  I got M r. K lein  off to L u c i's , c a rr y in g  

h is  too ls, and m o re  w edding g ifts  to be unpacked and som e p a in tin g s. And 

th e n -B e ss  and I c o n fe r re d  on the dinner tonight. I m ade a few  c a l l s ,  and  

w a s h ead ed  fo r  L u c i's  d riv in g  a lon e - -  so m eth in g  I v e ry  m u ch  en joy  ^  

^ ^ ^ rela^ in ^ ^ xp eri^ p c^ ^ o^ T ier^ a^ riv in ^ h ere^ ^ b ou y^ g^ ^ j^ ^

stssmo

m mm
11 w en t out to R agsdale" to p ick  up M ary who a r r iv e d  about 2 :30 /  ^

step p in g  dow n frprri our l i t t le
, ' i ,  c i

And a happy m o m en t;it  w as fo r  m e  to get her in  T e x a s M ^ e  drOvê^̂^̂^̂^̂ 

m a in  b u ild in g  of th e U n iversity ,:'I .p o in tin g ;ou  ’ ' '

la te s t  a c q u is it io n s . And then w e w en t to the L ib r a r y  

on the fou rth  f lo o r  w here th ere  is  a m a rv e lo u s  v iew  of the w h o le  ca m p u s. 

We w alk ed  out on the b a lco n y . I had L au ren ce R o c k e fe l le r ’s b in o c u la r s , 

and I look ed  to the n o r th ea st down the M all and p icked  out the v e r y  spot 

w h ere  the P r e s id e n t ia l  L ib ra ry  w ill  be. I show ed it to M ary . We a r e

rv  . • .

'r'-f"

m
:■

'̂ ■#1
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b o th  a  l i t t le  c o n c e rn e d  th a t i t  is  no t ex ac tly  a t  the end of the a x is ,  b e c a u se  

o n e 's  eye t r a v e l s , th e r e, i t  r e s t s  th e re . ' B u t i t  is  the f irm  co n v ic tio n  of 

B unsha f t  th a t i t  be f a r th e r  to the le f t.  W hat then  sh a ll we h av e  a t  the end 

of the  a x is .  A fo u n ta in  is  p lan n ed  f o r  th a t spo t. B ut i t  w ill hav e  to  be a  . . - 

s tro n g  one, h igh  an d  im p re s s iv e  it s e e m s  to m e. . ^

' -V I t 's  a lw ay s a n  an x io u s  m o m en t .

.w h en  you show  y o u r ch ild  o r  y o u r fa v o rite  padsoiiifc pain tin g  o r  w h a te v e r  

you  love “m o s t  to a  good f r ie n d s .  But i t  m u s t be even  h a r d e r  fo r  them  to  

d ec id e  ̂ what i s  ad eq u a te  to say .

■ '-Then we w en t to the top f lo o r  of the m a in  L ib ra ry  - -  affectionate ly  

c a l l e d  " H a r ry ' s h o u se"  by the s tu d e n ts . M ary  w as qu ite  i m p r e s s e d  - -  

s u r p r i s e d  I  th in k  - - by the ex ten t of the m e m o ra b i l ia  and  p a in tin g s  and 

m a n u s c r ip t s  of G eo rg e  B e rn a rd  Shaw, The E p s te in  S cu lp tu re  - -  m any  

of o u r  p o s s e s s io n s .

 A nd th e n  w e w e n t p a s t  the lo v e ly  l i t t le  open p a tio  in to  th e  la rg e  ro o m
■.7;. • * ■ '.-’ v ' - " ' '  • ’ ' t '.- ' - 'T - 'c  .. ‘
'  - '  ' ' ' -L j t ' ' f*'  T- ■ ‘ V .  ' '  ■" -  i  ‘ ' • i  . *'

w h e re  th e  m a te r ia l  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the P re s id e n c y  w as s p re a d  o u t on ta b le s  —  

m o s tly  m a n u s c r ip ts ,  l e t t e r s  and  m a p s . -A n d  a g a in s t the, w a lls , th e 'p o r t r a i t s  

o f P r e s i d e n t s . . She w as ex c ite d  and  e n th u s ia s t ic .  And I  f e l t  ag low  w ith  

.p rid e  b e c a u se  in  a  s e n se  the ach iev em en ts  of the U n iv e rs ity  in  any  f ie ld  of 

. e x c e lle n c e  be long  to  ev e ry b o d y  who h a s  e v e r  been  tb, the U n iv e rs i ty ,  o r  . 

so  w e  feel.-- . ,-7- ■ ''

M rs . H udspeth  w as w ith  us e v e ry  b it of the, w ay h e lp in g , re m in d in g  

D r. R an so m , m ak ing  su g g e s tio n s . She had  thoughtfu lly  p ro v id e d  a  la rg e  ,

if

-■'A:
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pot of v e ry  h o t c o ffe e  and  som e d e lic io u s  sandw iches and co o k ies  w hich 

I f e l l  upon r a th e r  w o lf is h ly  b ec a u se  i t  w as by  th is  tim e 3:30 and  I had  h ad  

no lu n ch  an d  v e r y  l i t t le  b r e a k fa s t .  M eanw hile the d ialogue b e tw een  ;

D r. R an so m  and  M a ry  w as h ig h ly  in te re s tin g  to l is te n  to, .a lth o u g h  I h a d  

v e ry  l i t t le  to  c o n tr ib u te  to i t .  I t w as lik e  two m u s ic a l in s tru m e n ts  p lay ing  

a  d u e t  -- but none  o f  the n o tes  w e re  f a m il ia r  to m e . He w ould m e n tio n  a  

pa in ting ; the U n iv e rs ity  h ad  and  she w ould  say , "O h y es , th a t w as the 

b lu e  p e r io d  w a s n 't  i t ? " And then  he w o u ld  sa y  som eth ing  abou t a  m a n u s c r ip t
' • . ' A . ' , ' , • ‘‘■r' , V . - a . ' -' - ' '

V-’4 ' . . ■ ’ ■ •' ' V ■' ■"■•V, 'l-i, ' »/, '•; • : J.''' s'-'/

a n d  she w ould s a y , "I w onder if  you bought th a t fro m  the so and  so  c o lle c tio n . V 

A nd w e h ad . ,

I t  w as a  sp a rk lin g  exchange in  a  f ie ld  in  w hich I am  ju s t  b eg inn ing  

to  know the l im i ts  o f m y  .ig n o ran ce .

And i t  w as n e a r ly . 5:00 w hen w e le f t  knowing th a t w e w ould see  the  ' 

d o c to r  ju s t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  and  flew  w ith  D ale out to  the R anch . I d ro p p ed  

M a r y  off a t  the Ce d a r  H o u s e . B e ss  w as th e re  w ith  us.̂ ^̂  We h ad  a  h a i r -  . 

d r e s s e r  Avaiting. S w e e t  l i t t l e  M r s .  F r e d e r ic k  B u rg  who had  le f t  h e r  two' '

c h i ld re n  w ith ^ b m e 'b a b y  s i t t e r  "an co m e 'o v e r: to h e lp  u s out on a  n e ig h b o rly  ; 

b a s is  s in c e  she  is  no l o n g e r  in the b e a u t y  p a r l o r  b u s in e s s .;  I  to ld  M ary  she 

m u s t  get som e r e s t  an d  ju s t-c o m e  an d  jo in  u s  w hen she cou ld . T h e  g u e s ts  

w ould  be h e r e  about-6 :30  b u t she m u s t  not .ru sh . .We  gave h e r  ,a g u es t l i s t ,  •

• a n d  I h u r r ie d  h o m e to  g e t m y ow n;hair com bed  and  g e t d r e s s e d  an d  w aved  

f ro m  the f ro n t g a l le r y  a t  R uth Jo h n so n  who had  a r r iv e d  e a r ly  w ith  a  g re a t

.‘•iiX
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a rm  fu ll  of b e a u tifu l l i l i e s  f r o m  h e r  own g a rd en .

 ̂ : B e s s  w a s  h o s t e s s  a n d  g r e e t e d  e v ery b o d y  u n til  I  cou ld  g e t down.

w e r e  24  a t  d in n e r  - -  th e  R an so m s and  J a c k  M ag u ire  an d  F ra n k

E r w in  a l one (Ju n e  i s  in  th e ,h o sp ita l)  and  the  J . L ee Jo h n so n s  - -  th e se

w e re  the U n iv e rs ity  o r ie n ta tio n . And the A lfre d  N egleys and  H e n ry  C a tto s  

an d  M a rs h a ll  S tev es  an d  H ouston H a r te s  fro m  San Antonio. A nd M ayor
(X A ^  ^  :

H a r ry  A k i n  and  J e s s e  K ella m . And the San A ntonio b a c h e lo r  w ho h a s
■ ■ '  - V ' . ■ ■ ■''■• V ,- . . ..

• ' _ • . ,  ' j ' . I  ■ • ‘ *'■“ 'V “ . ' ■ ’ ' ■. :■ '.■vv.'.’ : r, •

an  a t t r a c t iv e  a p a r tm e n t  on the r iv e r ,  to even  up the tab le  w ith  a l l  u s  - 

w om en - - B e s s  an d  L iz  an d  M ary  a nd  I. I n d is c u s s in g  an. e x tr a  m an  ;

I had: to ld  L iz  th a t I  thought o f M ary  a s  the v e ry '^ J^ f”type lad y . And l e t 's  

t r y  to  ge t a  g en tlem an  su ita b le . She a s s u r e d  m e th is  one w as . T hen  w e . 

h ad  th e  John  B en  S h ep h erd s  ju s t  b ec a u se  they  a r e  so m u ch  fun, and  no 

g a th e r in g  of c o n s e rv a tio n is ts  i s  co m p le te  w ithou t h im  th ese  d ay s .

' ' ‘ -It w as a  g ro u p  p ick ed  e x ac tly  to m y  ta s te  and  th a t I  thought too 

M a r y  w ould  find  in te re s t in g .  I  am  being  v e ry  s e lf ish  about, th is  w eekend

here.v  :'And e v e ry th in g  u n til  Lyndon co m es is  being  p lanned  fo r  m y  an d  •
•',' ■'a':' ■ ■ ■.•'‘V-U:-;; V7 ■ ;;. ■■■' '
. v  -■ l  r . v - . , : , , , - -  , -■ ■ ......

M a r y 's  pleaaure.;;^.,,>';f'::':}’̂ :̂D''-ŝ  ' ’■'C

V' E v e ry o n e  d r if te d  in  a  l i t t le  a f te r  6 :3 0 ,-and it  w as a  long  b e a u tifu l

. tw iligh t.^  We s a t  a ro u n d  the pool and  w atch ed  the  r iv e r  and  the sky.. - And

i t  w as p le a s a n t  ta lk 'a n d  goo d 'co m p an io n sh ip  - -  p lann ing  w ith  R uth  Jo h n so n  (

ab o u t ou^ t r ip  to  the  cam p u s to m o rro w  and  w hat w e hoped  the g ro u n d s  m ay

be lik e . A nd h e a r in g  of h e r  w o rk  - -  s h e 's  the Ch a irm a n  o f th e  Co m m itte e
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on B u ild in g s  and  G rounds w ith  the R eg en ts . W e h ad  noches s p e c ia ls  

an d  b a rb e q u e d  .rib s  w ith  o u r d r in k s —  a r e a l  in tro d u c tio n  to T e x a s  fo r  

M a ry . - And the C a tto s  a n d  N eg leys and  S teves w e re  fu ll of r e m in is c e n c e s  

. ab o u t the w eek en d  w ith  the A m b a ssa d o rs . N ancy in v ited  M ary  to com e 

to  San A ntonio  on M onday to se e  a r t  g a l le r ie s  and  the r iv e r  th a t w inds ' 

th ro u g h  the town and  have lunch.

h ad  d in n e r  in  the din ing  ro o m . I t 's  a  b it c h illy  to  e a t  out.

F r a n k  Erw in , C h a irm a n  of the B o ard  of R eg e n ts , w as on m y  r ig h t w ith  

M a r y  nex t to  h im . , And on th e  o th e r  liili llm iiiii]i ilii fji [i" . •
 ̂ : - aJvL.

G ilb e r t  D enm an . And on m y  le f t.  M ayor A k i n. r "

■ I  w as v e ry  p ro u d  of B e s s ' a r ra n g e m e n ts .  The f lo w e rs  w e re  lo v e ly
• ' 'j.' '!  ̂ \ ' I f  ♦.  ̂ " '* V-'.' >' • -'■* ':  r', <.
• - • •  •. .. . ■ . . .  ■ . • . ' . v . . .  ■.

an d  th e re  w as r e a l  can d le  lig h t. We se ldom  have i t  w hen L y n d o n 's  h e re

b e c a u se  he b eg in s  to  g ro p e  fo r  h is  p la te  and  g la ss  a s  though he w e re  b lin d . :

H e ' s q u ite  an  a c to r .  And I w as p ro u d  of M a ry . , " ,
 ̂■ 'y'.:i’ -A

• We b e g a n  w ith  an  avocado  f il le d  w ith  je l l ie d  co n somm e c o v e re d  w ith

so u r  c re a m  and  r e d  c a v ia r .  A nd then a  d e lic io u s  r o a s t  f i l l e t  of b ee f . I

am  no t s u re  th a t M a ry  h ad  e v e r  fixed  it  th a t w ay b e fo re , b u t i t  w as  sp len d id .

A nd c o rn  f ro m  the  g a rd en  - -  l a s t  y e a r 's  v ia  the deep f re e z e .  And one w in e .

I  co u ld  n o tice  M ary  g e ttin g  a lo n g  fab u lo u sly  w ith  F ra n k  Erw in  who is  a

sm o o th  and  c h a rm in g  p e rso n . J e s s e  w as m y h o s t a t  one ta b le , a n d  D r. R ansom

a t  the  o th e r . . -

We had  co ffee  in  the liv in g  room  w ith  liq u e u rs . And th en  a  fine

lo o k in g young m an-w ho i s  a t  the U n iv e rs ity  of T e x a s , Dave Baylor, came 

•. 'J 

- i
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in  w ith  h is  g u ita r  an d  sang fo lk  songs - - a  m o s t lik eab le  young m an .

B u t I  c o u ld n 't  q u ite  sm e ll  the coffee an d  fe e l th e  lo nelin e s s  the w ay you 

c a n  w hen the h e a d  of the sch o o l out a t  A lpine s in g s  th e m _ ^

It w a s  an  e a r ly  ev en in g . H av a t  6 :30 .people w e re  r e a d y

to  go h o m e a l i t t l e  b e fo re  11: 00. , V ; ; ‘

, h ad  sa id  goodbye to everybody  w ith  p lan s  :for M ary

to sp en d  M onday in  San A nton io , L iz  an d  B e ss  and  Dave B ay lo r and  M ary  

and  I s a t  a ro u n d  in  th e  liv in g  ro o m  ta lk in g  abou t young co lleg e  fo lk s  today . ■ 

-He h ad  tak en  tim e  off fo r  tw o y e a rs  in  the s e rv ic e .  He w as b a c k  an d  a t  ' 

the U n iv e r s i t y .  And a t  22 w as f a r  fro m  re a d y  to g ra d u a te . B ut h e ' s g lad  

h e 's  tak en  h is  tim e  fo r  h is  h itc h  w ith  the  m i l i ta ry  - -  c o n s id e re d  no g r e a t  

d e p riv a tio n . T hought th a t th e re  w as a  lo t m o re  n o ise  than tru th  ab o u t a n t i -  

V ie t-Nam fe e lin g  a on  c a m p u se s  and  ab o u t changes in  young peopl e. He  

s e e m e d  a v e ry  w hole som e;' good, lik e a b le  p e rso n . . And on th a t p le a s a n t  

n o te  I w en t to bed .. I t  h ad  b een  .a long day.;v.And to m o rro w  w ith  th e  c h a n c e s  

to  p u t a  s ta m p  on the g ro u n d s of the  L B J  L ib r a r y  b eckoned  eag e rly ;'

-i
■*

r ,  r

1
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