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MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

F r i d a y ,  June  9, 1967 P a g e  1

I t  b e g a n  m y  f o u r - d a y  t r i p  in to  New E n g lan d  - -  long  lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  

to  a n d  a  gem  ou t of m y  y e a r s  in  the  W hite  H o u s e .

; . I  w a s  up  v e r y  e a r l y  - -  b e f o r e  7 :00  - -  w ith  J e a n  L o u is  c o m in g  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  f o r  a  sh am p o o  a n d  s e t .  A nd w h ile  I d r i e d  I r e a d  Jo h n  A d a m s  

f a m i l ia r  l e t t e r s  to A b i g a i l  l ik in g  e s p e c i a l l y  one w r i t t e n  w hen  he  w a s  in  

F r a n c e  in  w h ic h  h e  a s s u r e d  A b ig a i l  th a t  he w ou ld  r e t u r n  by s u m m e r  an d
.r~ . . ■! . .  ,,, .

■ ■; - v  .V-. ,
sh e  w o u ld  f in d  h im  a  m o s t  dom e s t i c  h u sb an d ,  an d  h is  c h i ld r e n  w hom  he 

f e a r e d  h a d  b e e n  d e p r iv e d  of h i s  p r e s e n c e  w h ile  he  a t te n d e d  to the  b u s i n e s s  

of the  c o u n t ry .  H is  th o u g h ts  h a d  b e e n  c o r r o d e d  d a i ly  by  h is  c o n c e r n  fo r
-I''"''-'. - x - ■ -

th e m  a n d  h i s  l a c k  of b e in g  w ith  th e m .  T h e y  w ould  then  f ind  h im  a  c o n s ta n t

■ ■'■■ ■ I '
c o m p a n io n .  So m e n  in  p u b lic  l i fe  h a v e  n o t c h an g ed  in 200 years*.

I  k i s s e d  L y n d o n  goodbye a  l i t t l e  p a s t  9:00 and  w a s  off to the a i r p o r t .

L e e  and Stew a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  w e r e  th e r e ,  an d  w e s to o d  b e s id e  th e  p la n e

rl. - .C

f o r  the  n o w  f a m i l i a r  p i c t u r e  - -  th is  t im e  e n t i t le d  "N ew  E n g lan d  Now a n d  T h e n "  , 

w i th  a  m a p  of the  f o u r  s t a t e s  th a t  I  w ou ld  go to - -  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  N ew  . - ^

H a m p s h i r e ,  V e r m o n t  a n d  M aine . A nd the  o u tl in e  of ou r  t r i p .  ' S-j

;V L iz  h a d  q u i te  a  c r e w  o f p r e s s .  T h e  o ld  f a m i l i a r s  - -  F r a n  a n d  H e le n  - -  

sh e  d i s t r a u g h t ,  a l m o s t  t e a r f u l  f ro m  t im e  to t im e  o v e r  the  A r a b - I s r a e l i  

s i tu a t io n .  I s a b e l l e  S he lton , D o ro th y  M c C a rd le ,  a  coup le  of B o s to n  r e p o r t e r s ,  

s o m e b o d y  f r o m  V e n tu re  m a g a z in e ,  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  of the  c a m e r a  c r e w  - -  t

■I
s o m e  30 o r  so  I  w o u ld  s a y .  And w e w e r e  off. Stew  c a m e  in  a n d  s a t  by  m e .

W e  h a d  a  l ig h t  b r e a k f a s t ,  a n d  r e v ie w e d  to g e th e r  the  f i r s t  d a y 's  h a p p e n in g s .
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T h e n  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  11:00 we la n d e d  in  South W eym ou th , M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  

And a t  th e  fo o t  of th e  p la n e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  M ay o r  a n d  M r s .  J a m e s  M c In ty re  

of Q u incy  a n d  the  R ep u b l ic an Go v e r n o r  of the S ta te  - -  Jo h n  V olpe  w ith  

M r s .  V o lpe , sh e  p r e s e n t in g  a  huge  b o u q u e t  of r e d  r o s e s  a n d  the  M a y o r 's  

6 - y e a r  o ld  d a u g h te r ,  E l i z a b e th  Ann, c r i s p  a n d  p r o p e r  in  w h ite  g lo v e s  gave  

m e  a n o th e r  b ig  b u n ch  of r e d  r o s e s  so th a t  m y  a r m s  w e re  lo a d e d .  T h e   

c i t y ' s  h i s t o r i a n  gave  m e  a  m e d a l l io n ;  the  fe n c e  w as  l i n ed  w ith  c h i ld r e n  ' 

s m i l in g  a n d  w av in g  f l a g s .  T h e r e  w a s  one l i t t l e  g ro u p  f r o m  a  k i n d e r g a r t e n  

w ho s a n g  a  so n g  c a l l e d  " L a d y  B i r d "  to the tune  of the  c a ly p s o  " Y e llo w  B i r d " .

A s m a l l  c ro w d  in  a l l  - -  p r o b a b ly  300. And then  q u ic k ly  in to  the  c a r s  - -  

I r id in g  w ith  the M a y o r  a n d  h is  w ife  - -  an d  on the w ay  in E l i z a b e th  A nn 

c a r e f u l l y  r e c i t e d  h e r  p r e p a r e d  s p e e c h  fo r  m e  w h ich  u n fo r tu n a te ly  h ad  

g o t te n  l o s t  in  the  c o n fu s io n  of the  a r r i v a l .

A long the  w ay  w e p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  s c h o o ls .  T h e y  h ad  tu r n e d  ou t, ; ,

an d  the  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  l in e d  up by  th e  s t r e e t .  I r o l l e d  the  w indow  down 

a n d  l e a n e d  ou t w av ing  w ith  th a t  f r e s h ,  e b u l l ie n ce one h a s  a t  the  b eg in n in g  

of s u c h  a  t r i p .  A nd th en  w e r o l l e d  dow n A d a m s  S t r e e t  - -  p r o p e r l y  n a m e d  - -  

a n d  up in  f r o n t  of the  "Old  h o u se" w h e re  fo u r  g e n e r a t io n s  of A d a m s '  h ad  

l iv e d ,  b e g in n in g  w i th  the  s e c o n d  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n ited  S ta te s  who h a d  

b o u g h t i t  in  1787. T h e n  the  Jo h n  Q u in cy  A d a m s ,  the  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s .  

A nd l a s t  B ro o k s  A d a m s ,  w ho h a d  m o v e d  out in  1927.
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I t  w a s  a  long , low , w h ite  c l a p b o a r d  h o u s e  w ith  s h u t t e r s  a n d  a

b r i c k  w a l l .  ■; A nd a  w a lk  l in e d  w ith  huge l i l a c s ,

, ,I m a d e  m y  w ay  th ro u g h  a  c ro w d  of c h e e r in g  c h i ld r e n  a n d  th e i r  

p a r e n t s  s o m e  l ik e  m e ,  t o u r i s t s .  O th e r s  p r o b a b ly  n e ig h b o r s  f r o m  

d o w n  A d a m s  S t r e e t .  L a t e r  the  p a p e r  s a id  a  c ro w d  of ab o u t 500. A nd  

th e n  in s id e  on the  w a lk ,  M r .  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s  m e t  m e  - -  a  c o u r t l y  

d ig n if ie d  h a n d s o m e  m a n  w ith  M r s .  A d a m s ,  I 'v e  h e a r d  th a t  h e ' s  b e e n  

h e a d  of the  R e p u b l ic a n s  fo r  Jo h n so n  in  New E n g lan d  in  '64 .

M r s .  W ilh e lmina  H a r r i s  c o n d u c te d  the to u r  th ro u g h  the h o u s e .

She h a d  b e e n  s o c i a l  s e c r e t a r y  to the  l a s t  of th e  A d a m s  to l iv e  in  i t  - -  the  

B r o o k s  A d a m s  - -  a n d  w a s  th a t  m a r v e lo u s  m ix tu r e  of so m eo n e  w ho  lo v ed  

i t ,  h a d  the  f e e l  f o r  i t ,  a n d  w a s  s te e p e d  in  h i s t o r y  an d  the a n e c d o te  - -  a  r e a l  

je w e l  of a  to u r  c o n d u c to r .

S tew  a n d  L e e  a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  an d  I, w ith  M r .  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  

A d a m s  a c c o m p a n y in g  u s ,  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  th ro u g h  th is  236 y e a r  o ld  h o u s e  

a b s o r b in g  a l l  th a t  w e co u ld .  W hat i m p r e s s e d  m e  m o s t ?  H e re  w ith o u t  '

doub t,  the  s e n s e  of kiaaabysrx h i s t o r y  th a t  the  A d a m s  f a m i ly  h a d .  T h e y  

knew  th ey  w e r e  l iv in g  r ig h t  in  the  c u r r e n t  of hffisjoty h i s t o r y  a n d  th e y  s a v e d  

the  p h y s ic a l  e v id e n c e .  Dur in g  the  R e v o lu t io n a r y  W ar ,  they  gave  th e i r  

sp o o n s  to be m e l t e d  in to  b u l l e t s ,  an d  th e y  s a v e d  the  m o ld ! A nd Jo h n  A d a m s ,  

w h e n  he  s ig n e d  the  T r e a t y  of P a r i s  end ing  o u r  w a r  fo r  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  u s e d  

a  p e r s o n a l  s e a l  w h ich  i s  h a n d e d  down to the  e ld e s t  son,  g e n e r a t io n  a f t e r
;
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g e n e r a t io n .  And t h e r e  i t  w a s  in  a  c a s e .  D o ro th y  T e r r i t o  w ou ld  h av e  

lo v e d  th e m . A nd w h a t  c a tc h e s  the  eye  of p la in  Jo h n  Q To u r i s t  - -  m e  ?

F o r  one  th ing , J o h n  A d a m s '  t r a v e l in g  c a s e  w h ic h  lo o k ed  l ik e  a  m e d iu m  

s i z e d  ch e s t  of d r a w e rs a n d  a c c o m p a n ie d  h im ^ I w a s  to ld ^ o n h is  t r a v e l s  b e tw e e n

■..i

-j

% Q u in cy ^an d  W ash in g to n  a n d  to  P a r i s  a n d  L ondon . T h e  top d r a w e r  w a s

v i r t u a l ly  a  d e s k  w i th  a n  in k  b o t t le  a n d  a  p la c e  fo r  s t a t i o n e r y  a n d  p e n s  

e tc .  ^ T h e  n e x t  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  a  l a v a to r y  - -  a  p la c e  fo r  sh av in g  m u g

a n d  b r u s h e s  a n d  a  m e d ic in e  c h e s t .  You co u ld  h e a r  the  q u o ta t io n s  a ro u n d

the  w o r d  "m e d ic in e " ,  a n d  I w o n d e re d  if  i t  w ould  t r a n s l a t e  "w ine".-
■ X trJ U Z . .

■■ A nd  th e n  b e lo w  a m a z in g ly ,  a  t o i l e t  s e a t .  John  A d a m s  w e n t  f i r s t -

c l a s s .  A nd s p r e a d  ou t in  a  long  d r a w e r  w as  a  b ro w n  s i lk  d r e s s  b e r u f f l e d  

in  l a c e  th a t  A b ig a i l  A d a m s  h a d  w o r n  to h a v e  h e r  p o r t r a i t  p a in te d  by G i lb e r t  

St u a r t  an d  a  s c e n t  b o u q u e t  th a t  she  h a d  once  c lu tc h e d  a t  p a r t i e s  in  P a r i s  

th e y  to ld  u s .  A nd m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  of a l l  a  s u i t  th a t  John Q u in c y  A d a m s  

h a d  o r d e r e d  m a d e  f o r  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  to Q ueen  V ic to r ia  - -  res p le n d e n t  w ith  

g o ld  b r a i d  th a t  sh o w ed  the  o a k  l e a f  a n d  the  a c o r n  p a t t e r n  th a t  a p p e a r s  in  

the  A d a m s  c r e s t .  I t  h a d  c o s t  s o m e  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  h u n d re d  pounds in  th a t  ' 

d a y ,  b u t  h e  c e r t a i n l y  u p h e ld  the  d ig n i ty  of the  U n ite d  S ta te s .

A nd  w h a t  d id  I  r e a l l y  love  the  m o s t  - -  w h a t  d id  m y  h e a r t  go out to ?  

T h e  h u g e  l i l a c s  - -  a l m o s t  t r e e s  now - -  th a t  w e r e  bend ing  w ith  f r a g r a n t  

p u r p le  b lo o m s  th a t  A b ig a i l  A d a m s  h e r s e l f  h ad  p la n te d .  T h e y  go on l iv in g .  

A l in k  w i th  th e  s e c o n d  F i r s t  L a d y  of o u r  lan d .

I l l  .......... ......... ............. ................. .............
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T h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  ro o m  w a s  the g e n t l e m e n 's  ro o m  w ith  a 

d e s k  u s e d  b y  fo u r  g e n e r a t io n s  of A d a m s  - -  the  one a t  w h ic h  J o h n  A d a m s  

h a d  c o n d u c te d  h is  long  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i th  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  e n d ed  

n o t  long  b e f o r e  th e y  b o th  d ie d  on Ju ly  4 th  in  1826. And t h e r e  w a s  the  

w in g  c h a i r  in  the  c o r n e r  w h e re  Jo h n  Q u incy  A d a m s  h ad  p o s e d  f o r  a  

p o r t r a i t  w h en  h e  w a s  90 y e a r s  o ld . T h i s  w as  the  ro o m  w h e r e  I  w is h e d  

the  w a l l s  c o u ld  ta lk !  W hat c o n v e r s a t io n s  they  m u s t  h a v e  h e a r d .  M any 

of the  c o u n t r y ' s  g r e a t  h a d  v i s i t e d  h e r e  in  th o se  d a y s .  A nd m a n y  of the  

e v e n ts  th a t  m o ld e d  o u r  l iv e s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  d e c id e d  on 

h e r e .  B u t no F i r s t  L a d y  h a s  b e e n  b a c k  s in c e  M r s .  Jo h n  Q u in cy  A d a m s  

r e t u r n e d  in  1829.

I  l ik e  the  f lo o r  b o a r d s  th ro u g h o u t  the  h o u se ,  c u t  f r o m  v i r g i n  t im b e r  - -  

s o m e  o f th em  18 in c h e s  w id e .  T h ey  b e sp o k e  the  r i c h n e s s  of the  lan d .

We w e n t  dow n to the  L ong  R oom  fo r  s h e r r y ,  an d  th e r e  I m e t  a g a in  

a n d  s o r t e d  ou t the  m e m b e r s  of the  A d a m s  f a m i ly  who m a d e  up  the  lu n c h eo n  

g u e s t s .  B e s id e s  M r .  a n d  M r s .  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e i r
'■ V  ' ■ ' X  ■■ : ■

d a r l in g  d a u g h te r ,  M r s .  A b ig a i l  A d a m s  M anny , and  an  A unt, M r s .  M a r y  

O gden  A bbot t  a n d  Jo h n  Q u in cy  A d a m s '  c o u s in s  a n d  m e m b e r s  of the  s ix th  

g e n e r a t io n .  A nd the  s t a r  of the  show , M r s .  A b ig a il  A d a m s  Ho m an s  - -  

the  g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d d a u g h t e r  of the  s e c o n d  A m e r ic a n  P r e s i d e n t  - -  w ho 

a c c o r d in g  to N an  R o b e r t s o n  u p s ta g e d  the w ife  of the 36 th  to d ay  in  a  

c o n f ro n ta t io n  c h a r g e d  w ith  h i s to r y .  And sh e  w as  p e r f e c t ly  d e l ig h tfu l .

MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

I
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j. Z ^ ^
She w a s  a s  s p r i t e l y  e r e c t  - -  8 8 - y e a r  o ld  [b a c k  b a y ]  B o s to n  g ra n d  dame.

She w o re  a  h e a r in g  a id ,  t a lk e d  in  a  fog h o r n  v o ic e  a n d  brandished a  c a n e  

a l a r m i n g l y  in  a  h o u s e  so  f i l l e d  w ith  h i s t o r i c  o b je c t s .  In f a c t  w e  h a d n ' t

b e e n  in  the  L o n g  R oom  b u t  a  m in u te  - -  e a c h  o f u s  h av ing  o u r  s h e r r y ,  m in e

:

in  a  r e d  g l a s s  t h a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to A b ig a i l ,  s e v e r a l  o th e r s  in  g r e e n  g l a s s e s  f  

th a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  Jo h n  A d a m s  - -  w hen  su d d en ly  th e r e  w a s  a  c r a s h  a n d
"'r*. •- ■ - • •• • '.t

a  s p l a t t e r  a n d  M r s .  H o m a n s  v o ic e  s a y in g  " H e l l  an d  d a m n a t io n . I  hope  i t  

w a s n ' t  h i s t o r i c ! '' I  a m  s u r e  i t  w a s .  B u t i t  m a d e  the day  f o r  th e  n e w s p a p e r  ' * v

w o m e n ,  a n d  so m eh o w  i t  m a d e  u s  a l l  f e e l  l iv e ly  and  a t  e a s e .  ; •
■ .'V-' r  '  "■''S.V’v'' ' ;■■ ■ ■■ ■ .-■ ' ' ' ■■ v":;v ■ ■

We w e n t  in to  the  d in in g  ro o m  - -  12 of u s  - -  an d  g a th e r e d  a ro u n d

a  ta b le  u n d e r n e a th  p o r t r a i t s  of bo th  th e  A d am s  P r e s i d e n t s  fo r  a  lu n c h e o n  

of c o n somme a n d  l o b s t e r  w ith  to m a to s  s tu ffed  w ith  c h o p p ed  p e p p e r s  an d  

c e l e r y .  A nd  c r a n b e r r y  ic e  an d  g in g e r  w a f e r s  - -  a l l  r e c i p e s  th a t  w e r e  

f a v o r i t e s  of the  A d a m s  f a m i ly  th ro u g h  the y e a r s .  We a te  a t  Jo h n  A d a m s '

d in in g  ta b le  on the  Meissen c h in a  w ith  the  c o rn f lo w e r  d e c o r a t io n  a n d  the   'o'

b o r b i n  s p r a y  b o r d e r  th a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  the  . Jo h n  Q u incy  A d a m s .  ' j  

A b ig a i l  A d am s h e r s e l f  h a d  h e m m e d  ou r  4 0 - in c h  lu n c h e o n  n a p k in s ,  ’ |

a n d  w e d r a n k  f r o m  w in e  g l a s s e s  th a t  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s  h a d  ow ned. 

A nd  the  co f fe e  c u p s  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to the  l a t e s t  o c c u p a n t  of the h o u s e ,  the  

B r o o k s  A d a m s .

I w a s  c o n s c io u s  e v e r y  m in u te  th a t  th is  f a m i ly  a s  they  b o u g h t  an d  

h a n d e d  down m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  e x c e e d in g ly  a w a r e  of a n d  p r e p a r e d  fo r  h i s t o r y .

v'-̂ ;

f
■ k'



MEMORANDUM

F r i d a y ,  Ju n e  9, 1967

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

P a g e  7

I d o n ' t  m e a n  th a t  th e y  s e e m e d  p o m p o u s  o r  s e l f - i m p o r t a n t .  T h e y  j u s t  

s e e m e d  to  know  how  im p o r t a n t  i t  a l l  w a s  - -  the  e v e n ts  th a t  th e y  h e lp e d  

s h a p e .

I  r e m a r k e d  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  the  ta s t e  a n d  c a r e  of A b ig a i l  A d a m s  

in  s e le c t in g  a l l  of the  b e a u t i fu l  ch in a  a n d  s i l v e r .  'A nd M r s .  H o m a n s  
■ , -■r-W-

r e p l i e d  t h a t  sh e  w a s  a  v e r y  e x t r a v a g a n t  w o m an . She a l s o  p o in te d  out 

the  p o r t r a i t  of one of the  l a t e r  M r s .  A d a m s  w hom  she  h a d  s a id  h a d  

"b r o u g h t  a l l  of the  l o o t ". T h a t  is  she  h a d  b ro u g h t  so m e  m o n e y  in to  the  

f a m i ly  a p p a r e n t l y  w h ich  h a d  e n a b le d  th e m  to e n la r g e  the h o u s e  a n d  p u r c h a s e  

e l e g a n t  th in g s .

’ O ne of the  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  m o m e n ts  w as  w hen  I c a m e  u p o n  two 

of the  c h a i r s ,  the  Be l lan g e '  - -  the  o r ig in a l  o n e s  th a t  M o n ro e  h a d  b o u g h t 

in  P a r i s  a n d  th a t  now g r a c e d  the B lue  R o o m . T h e s e  h ad  b e e n  u s e d  a t  

the W hite  H o u se  d u r in g  h i s  day , a n d  u n t i l  the  t im e  of i» s o m e  l a t e r  P r e s i d e n t ,

I th in k  p ro b a b ly  C h e s t e r  A r th u r ,  who h a d  so ld  th em  a t  a u c t io n  on  the 

W h i te  H o u se  g ro u n d s  a lo n g  w ith  ab o u t  26 w agon  lo a d s  of th in g s .  And the  

c u r r e n t  m e m b e r  of the  A d a m s  f a m i ly  h a d  v e r y  p r o p e r ly  gone dow n to 

W ash in g to n ,  p u r c h a s e d  th em  a t  the  a u c t io n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  th e m  b a c k  to 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  s o fo r e th o u g h te d  w e r e  they  a n d  d i s c e r n in g .  M r s .  K en n ed y  

I w a s  to ld  q u ie t ly  h a d  m a d e  a n  earnest a t t e m p t  to ge t th em  f o r  the  W hite  H o u se ,  

T h e  A d a m s '  h a d  d e c l in e d .  B u t then  M r .  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s  h a d  p a id  

a  v e r y  g e n e r o u s  su m  to h a v e  th em  h a n d s o m e l y  c o p ie d  fo r  th e  W hite  H o u se .

___ __ .iTX -.-‘s-.*:?
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I b e l ie v e  M r s .  W ilh e lmina Har r i s  w il l  s ta n d  g u a rd  s to u t ly  o v e r  a n y  of the  

p o s s e s s i o n s  of th i s  h o u s e  a s  long  a s  she  i s  h e r e ,  s o reveren tly  d o e s  she  

lo v e  i t .  ^

M r s .  H o m a ns  a s k e d  m e  i f  I  w a s  a  c o l le g e  w o m a n . A nd w h e n  I to ld  

h e r  I  w a s  sh e  s a id  i t  w a s  the  l o s s  of h e r  l i fe  th a t  she  h a d n ' t  b e e n  a b le  to  ^

go off to  c o l le g e .  She h a d  in  f a c t  b e e n  e d u c a te d  by  h e r  two U n c le s .  She

h a d  ju s t  w r i t t e n  a  b o o k  e n t i t le d ,  " E d u c a te d  by  Unc l e s " .  H e n ry  A d a m s ,  , 'f t
-.V,  ̂ • . -■ •^

the  w r i t e r ,  w a s  one  of th e m .  C o u ld  sh e  s e n d  m e  h e r  b o o k ? I w a s  d e l ig h te d  

a n d  lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  to i t .  /  '

w  A s lu n c h  e n d ed  I r o s e  an d  p r o p o s e d  a  to a s t  to the m e m o r y  of the

se c o n d  a n d  s ix th  P r e s i d e n t s  of the  U n ited  S ta te s  - -  o u r  g r a t i tu d e  th a t  in 

t h e i r  r o o t s  of s t r e n g th  a n d  c h a r a c t e r ,  h e a v e n  b e s to w e d  the b e s t  of b l e s s i n g s  ■
■ . " n  ~

on th is  c o u n t r y  - -  a  p la y  on w o rd s  of Jo h n  A d a m s '  in s c r ip t i o n  th a t  i s  ab o v e
> ■ '■ ' :

the m a n te l  p ie c e  in  the  S ta te  D in ing  R o o m . . : . ’ !
■  ̂ V  ' ■ ' . v  ̂ ^

C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s  r e p l i e d  w i th  a  to a s t  to  the P r e s i d e n t  of
- V i ' - -•wr

the  U n ite d  S ta te s .  A nd th e n  w e  w e n t  ou t in to  the g a rd e n  w h e r e  the  

b r i d a l  w r e a t h  an d  the d a y  l i l i e s  an d  the p u rp le  i r i s  a n d  the l i l a c  w e r e  

e v e r y w h e r e .  A nd  the  peon ie s  w e r e  c o m in g  a lo n g  l a t e r  - -  g r e a t  b u n c h e s  

of th e m . And t h e r e  w e r e  lo ts  of p i c t u r e s  on the g r a v e l  p a th s  b e n e a th  the 

boxw ood . T h e y  p r e s e n t e d  m e  w ith  a  c u t t in g  f r o m  the Y o r k  r o s e  w h ich  

A b ig a i l  h e r s e l f  h a d  p la n te d  an d  w h ich  h a d  c o m e  a c r o s s  the  o c e a n  in  a  

t h r e e - m o n t h  v o y a g e .  A nd  I gave  them  a  s e e d l in g  f r o m  the Jo h n  Q u in c y  

A d a m s  E lm  th a t  g ro w s  on the W hite  H o u se  law n . He h a d  p la n te d  i t  in  1826.
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I  h a d  a l s o  le f t  i n s id e  a  p i c tu r e  of m e  s tan d in g  in  f r o n t  of the  p o r t r a i t  

of A b ig a i l  A d a m s  in  the  V e rm e i l  R oom  in  the  W hite  H o u se .

We th en  w e n t  in to  the  L i b r a r y  fo r  co ffee ,  an d  th is  w a s  t r u l y  

th e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t i a l  L i b r a r y  - -  an  im p o s in g  ro o m  l in e d  to i t s  h ig h  ■ • 

c e i l in g s  w i th  the  b o o k s  in  11 la n g u a g e s  th a t  John  A d am s  h a d  o w n ed  and  

r e a d  a n d  a l l  s u c c e e d in g  m e m b e r s  of the  fa m ily .  M o st  of th em  h a d  

b e a u t i f u l  l e a t h e r  b in d in g s  a n d  t o o l  w o r k  - - q u i te  a  few m a d e  in  th i s
•-C . • -

c o u n t r y , i n  N a s h v i l l e .  

In  d e s c r ib in g  th is  f a m i ly  I th o u g h t th a t  one m u s t  t r u l y  u s e  th a t  

o v e r - w o r k e d  a n d  i l l - f a t e d  w o rd  " i n t e l l e c tu a l s " .

I  s a id  goodbye to  a l l  the  A d a m s  on the f r o n t  p o rc h  a n d  w a lk  of 

the  o ld  h o u s e  - -  c h i ld r e n  w ith  c a m e r a s  a t  the  r e a d y  w e r e  s t i l l  le a n in g  

o v e r  the  w a l l  a n d  g ro u p e d  a r o u n d  the ga te  a n d  in to  the  c a r  a n d  off to the  

a i r p o r t  w e  w e r e ,  s t i l l  r id in g  w ith  th e  M a y o r .  He to ld  m e  th e  d e l ig h tfu l  

b i t  th a t  a  c le a n u p  e f f o r t  h a d  p r e c e d e d  m y  v i s i t  to even  th is  d ig n if ie d  a n d  

t id y  c o m m u n i ty .  Y e s t e r d a y  w a s  t r a s h  day  a n d  the pub lic  w o r k s  d e p a r t m e n t s  

h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  to p ic k  e v e r y th in g  up e a r ly .  '

We w e r e  b a c k  a t  South W ey m o u th  by  2 :30  an d  in to  the  p la n e  f o r  

B u r l in g to n .  A lw ays  w h en  w e g e t  in to  p la n e s  on th e s e  t r i p s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

l ig h t  r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  c o ffee ,  f r e q u e n t ly  d r in k s ,  s a n d w ic h e s ,  f r u i t .  B u t  

th i s  u n l ik e  o t h e r s  s e e m s  l ik e  a  t r i p  w h e re  we w il l  e a t  - -  r e a l l y  h a v e  

t im e  to e a t .



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

F r i d a y ,  Ju n e  9, 1967 P a g e  10

We a r r i v e d  a t  the  B u r l in g to n  A i r p o r t .  It w a s  in  the  m id d le  8 0 s. 

A nd m y  b r o w n  c o t to n  s u i t  - -  the new one by  A dele  S im p so n  w ith  the  w h ite  

b lo u s e  a n d  b l a c k  a n d  w h ite  l in in g  s c a r f  - -  w a s  h o ld in g  up  b e a u t i f u l ly .  And 

t h e r e  a t  th e  f o o t  of th e  r a m p  w e r e  P h i l  a n d  Jo a n  Hoff and  a lo n g  th e  fe n c e  

the  s m i l in g  c h e e r in g  f la g -w a v in g  c h i ld r e n .  I sh o o k  h a n d s  a lo n g  i t  f o r  a  

few  m in u te s  b e f o r e  g e t t in g  in to  th e  c a r  f o r  the  m o to r c a d e  to M t. M a n s f ie ld .

It  w a s  a n  h o u r ' s  t r i p  a c r o s s  a s  b e a u t i fu l  a  c o u n t ry  a s  e v e r  I w i l l  s e e ,  

a lo n g  a  h ig h w a y  th a t  sh o u ld  h a v e  an  a w a r d  fo r  d e s ig n ,  fo r  e s t h e t i c

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  the  c o u n t r y s id e  th ro u g h  w h ich  ft i t  w in d s .  A nd  w in d s  is

ftie w o rd .  I t  i s  no s t r a i g h t  s l a s h  of c o n c r e t e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  m e d ia n  s t r i p
XVvV--" • > ■ . . - V .

m o s t  of th e  w ay , o f ten  w ith  o u tc ro p p in g s  of r o c k  m a k in g  i t  m o r e  p i c tu r e s q u e .

A nd w e w ound  o u r  w ay  th ro u g h  the  m o s t  v e r d a n t  c o u n t ry s id e  KkxifAR g e n t le

m o u n ta in s  r i s i n g  oh  e a c h  s id e ,  open  m e a d o w s  w ith  cow s g r a z in g ,  sw if t

r u s h in g  s t r e a m s  w ith  w h ite  b i r c h e s  a n d  f e r n s  c a r p e t in g  the  g r o u n d s  b e lo w

th e m ,  l i l a c s  in  the  f a r m  y a r d s .  A nd the m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  b a r n s .  I h a d  th e  v' ^

fe e l in g  th a t  the  m en who b u i l t  th o se  b a r n s  m u s t  h a v e  lo v e d  them ^ " ^ n d
. . ’ •V C '- ., - .

th e y  w e r e  good  c r a f t s m e n .  A nd  th e y  w e r e  d e l ig h tfu l ly  v a r i e d _ _ A e ^  s e t t l e d  

in to  the  h i l l s i d e s  m o s t  c o m p a n io n a b ly  - -  a  v e r y  a r t i s t i c  r e l a t i o n  w i th  the 

la n d .

G o v e r n o r  H off w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  a r t i c u l a t e  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  h is  

S ta te  - -  i t ' s  e c o n o m y ,  h i s t o r y  a n d  g e o g ra p h y .

.7

•-Vr
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C lo s e  to 4 :30 we a r r i v e d  a t  the sk i  l i f t  a t  the  foo t of M t. M a n s f ie ld ,  

a n d  t h e r e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  M r s .  K ing of N ew  H a m p s h i r e  w hom  I  h a d  s e e n  

r e c e n t l y  in  N ew  Y o r k  a t  the  d in n e r ,  a n d  G o v e rn o r  an d  M r s .  C u r t i s  of 

M a in e  - -  a  v e r y  young, a t t r a c t i v e  c o u p le ,  m e t  m e ,  a long  w ith  B i l l  Y o u n g m an  

a n d  T o m  C o r c o r a n .  And of c o u r s e  the  two b u s  loads , of p r e s s .  J e r r y  

Ki v e t t  go t in to  the  sk i  l i f t  w ith  m e ,  a n d  I d o c i le ly  took  the  b la n k e t  th ey

MEMORANDUM

h a n d e d  m e .  I  m u s t  l e a r n  to s a y  " n o " .  And w e s lo w ly  b e g a n  o u r  a s c e n t  

to the  4 ,0 0 0  fo o t  top. I t ' s  l ike  r id in g  an  o p en  b a s k e t  th ro u g h  th e  sky! 

B u t  w i th  a  b r a c e  in  f r o n t  o f  m e  I f e l t  q u i te  s a fe .  I h a d  h e a r d  th a t  f ro m  

th e  top  you  co u ld  s e e  th r e e  S ta te s  a n d  m a y b e  e v en  in to  C a n a d a .  B ut a

h a z e  h u n g  o v e r  the  m o u n ta in s  in  s p i te  of the  w a rm  s u n sh in e ,  a n d  th ey

a s s u r e d  m e  i t  w a s  no t a t  i t s  m o s t  s p e c t a c u l a r  b e s t ,  5SSS but lu sh ,  g r e e n ,  

b e a u t i f u l .  Off on one h i l l  w a s  the  h o u se  th a t  T om  W a tso n  ow ned . On top 

w a s  a  s k i  lo d g e  f r o m  w h ic h  s k i e r s  b e g a n  th e i r  d e s c e n t .  I t ' s  a  v i r t u a l  

s k i e r s '  h e a v e n .  I  h a d  a  pang  w h en  I saw  T om  C o r c o r a n .  I th o u g h t of tw o 

th in g s .  A  f i r s t ,  s a d  - -  th a t  th is  w a s  w h e re  he  h a d  b r o u g h t  P e g g y  f o r  t h e i r  

h o n e y m o o n .  T h e y  w e r e  a t  S p e a k e r  R a y b u r n 's  a p a r t m e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  ago  

w h en  he c a m e  in  a l l  ag lo w  - -  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  I r i s h  e b u l l ie n c e  e m b r a c in g  u s  

a l l ,  a n d  to ld  u s  a b o u t  it .  And the  o th e r  m e m o r y ,  sw e e t  - -  m a n y  y e a r s  

l a t e r  w h en  h e  h a d  s e n t  t h r e e  of h i s  c h i ld r e n  up h e r e  fo r  a  sk i in g  h o l id a y  

a n d  he  h a d  in v i te d  L u c i ,  a g e d  a b o u t  10, to go a long  w ith  th e m .
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We t a s t e d  s u g a r  a n d  snow  w h ich  w as  ho t m a p le  s y r u p  p o u r e d  

o v e r  a  t r o u g h  fu l l  of s n o w  - - s a v e d  I w a s  to ld  f ro m  the  w in te r .  I t  h a r d e n s  

in to  l i t t l e  c h ew y  r iv ul e t s  w h ich  you p ic k  up  l ik e  s p a g h e t t i .  I t  w a s  

d e l i c io u s .
■■ ■ '■ ' ' -■ ■ -■ ■ .

T h e n  I  e l e c te d  to  r i d e  dow n in  th e  c h a i r  l i f t  - -  ab o u t a  20 m in u te  

t r i p ,  a g a in  w ith  J e r r y  - -  a  g o rg e o u s  v iew  of th e  p a n o r a m a .  B u t  n o t in  

the  l e a s t  e n t ic in g  m e  to l e a r n  to sk i.

Down a t  the  foo t of the m o u n ta in  we w e n t  s t r a ig h t  to o u r  lo d g e  - -  
 

a n  a t t r a c t i v e  p r i v a t e  c o t ta g e .  A nd a s  soon  a s  I  o pened  the d o o r  I c a m e  

f a c e  to  f a c e  w ith  a  G ra n d m a  M o se s  o r ig in a l  - -  a  c h a r m in g  th ing  to  l iv e  

w i t h .  I t  w a s  r e a l l y  a  good long  r e s t .  - - '

B e t ty  C h a p o w ic k i  c a m e  in  a n d  gave m e  a  ru b  w h ile  I r e v ie w e d  ^

the g u e s t  l i s t  f o r  the ev en in g .  An d  th en  I d r e s s e d  in  m y  f lo w e r  p r i n t  w ith

th e  l i m e ^ a s k t f S S ^ c o a t  an d  le f t  w ith  P h i l  an d  J o a n  Hoff f o r  th e  C r a f t s  Show, 

w h ic h  I  f e l t  w a s  m o r e  p la n n e d  fo r  the  o c c a s io n  than  a c tu a l ly  in d ig e n o u s  ' ^

th e s e  m o u n ta in s  - -  a  b la c k s m i th ,  a  g la s s  b lo w e r ,  a  p o t t e r y  w h e e l ,  a _____  :i

m a k e r ,  a  c a b in e t  m a k e r  - -  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  v a r i e d ,  a n d  v e r y  l ik e ly  e n r i c h in g  ;

to  th e  l i v e s  of th o s e  w ho c r e a t e d  the  th in g s  tfearfe the  p ro d u c t  of the  1 9 6 0 s^
'■ y ■

I  th ough t  ̂ r a th e r  th an  the r e m e m b e r e d  s k i l l s  p r a c t i c e d  in th e s e  h i l l s  fo r  

g e n e r a t io n s  a n d  g e n e r a t io n s .
I

I t  w a s  a s  h o t  a s  the  b l a c k s m i t h s '  f o rg e  - -  the  w e a th e r .  T he  

c a m e r a  l ig h ts  w e r e  b r i g h t  a n d  the c ro w d s  th ick .  And h e r e  I w a s  in

—■ .....-t!____________ _..............
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N ew  E n g la n d  s u f fe r in g  f r o m  the  h ea t!  I f in a l ly  got in to  a  ro o m  q u ie t  

e n o u g h  to h a v e  a  d r in k ,  and  w ho sh o u ld  I s e e  b u t  E r i c h  an d  A nn L e in s d o r f .  

He w a s  j u s t  b a c k  f r o m  c o n d u c t in g  a  sy m p h o n y  in  T e l  Aviv. H e to ld  m e  

h e  h a d a s k e d  o u r  E m b a s s y  t h e r e  j u s t  to g e t  to h im  and  n o tify  h im  w hen  

i t  w a s  t im e  f o r  h im  to l e a v e .  ; He c o u ld  no t g a u g e  th e  s i tu a t io n .  He

’t : ii> V ..S r S '» = '------- ■■■ ■

s im p ly  w a n te d  to  be  to ld .  A nd they  h a d  te le p h o n e d  h im  in  the  m id d le  

of one n ig h t  th a t  i t  w a s  t im e  to  go. He le f t  a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly  - -  j u s t  

h o u r s  b e f o r e  the  sh o o t in g  b e g an .

- ' S e n a to r  a n d  M r s .  T h o m a s  M c In ty re  h a d  c o m e  f ro m  N ew  H a m p s h i r e .

iT h e  t h r e e  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  t h e i r  w iv e s  w e r e  m y  h o s t s  the  H offs ,  the  K in g s ,  

th e  C u r t i s es a lo n g  w ith  the  M t. M a n s f ie ld  L odge  i t s e l f  w h ich  i s  a  p a r t  I b e l ie v e  ' 

o f  B i l l  Y ou n g m a n 's  b u s in e s s  i n t e r e s t .  A nd a m o n g  the g u e s t s  w e r e  D r .  a n d  . 

M r s .  P a u l  D ud ley  W hite  - -  he  q u ite  s p r y  and  c h a r m in g  in  s p i t e  of h i s  y e a r s .

A n d  I  w a s  n e v e r  so  f l a t t e r e d  in  m y  life  a s  w hen  l a t e r  h e  a s k e d  m e  f o r  m y  

a u to g r a p h .  A nd  B a roness von T r a pp of " T h e  Sound of M u s ic "  w a s  t h e r e .  A nd 

a  s m a l l  g ro u p  of g u e s t s  - -  p o s s ib ly  a  h u n d re d  o r  so  - -  f r o m  New H a m p s h i r e ,   

M a in e  a n d  V e r m o n t  w ho w e re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  a r t s  an d  c r a f t s  o r  c o n s e r v a t io n .  ■; > 

We h a d  d in n e r  a t  S p ru ce  H o u se  - -  I  s i t t in g  b e tw e e n  G o v e r n o r  H off 

a n d  G o v e rn o r  K ing  w ho p ro v e d  a  m o s t  a m u s in g  d in n e r  c o m p a n io n .  W atch in g  

L iz  b u s t l in g  a r o u n d  ten d in g  to  the  p r e s s ,  h e  s a id ,  " T h e r e  g o e s  L iz  l ik e  an  

I s r a e l i  G e n e r a l  le a d in g  h e r  t ro o p s ." f

T h e  m e n u  w a s  p u r e  New E n g la n d  - -  M aine  lo b s t e r  c o c k ta i l .  E x c e p t  

f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  I d o n ' t  th in k  t h e r e  w as  a  m e a l  w ithou t l o b s t e r  d u r in g  th e s e
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f o u r  d a y s .  B u t  I co u ld  n e v e r  ge t  enough . And th e n  New E n g la n d  c la m  

c h o w d e r  a n d  r o a s t  V e r m o n t  tu rk e y .  A nd end ing  w ith  so m e th in g  I 'v e  n e v e r  

h a d  - -  N ew  H a m p s h i r e  In d ian  pudding , a s  p r im i t i v e  a s  i t  so u n d s  b u t good.

D u r in g  d in n e r  G o v e r n o r  King to ld  m e  th a t  he  w as  a  s o l id  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  

m a n  in  f a v o r  of L y n d o n 's  p o l i c i e s  th a t  he  though t the m u c h  p u b l ic iz e d  

w a v e  of u n p o p u la r i ty  w a s  m o r e  s m o k e  than  f i r e .  He h a s  a  r a t h e r  b la n d  

e x t e r i o r ,  b u t  s u r p r i s i n g  h u m o r  a n d  f r e s h n e s s  a s  you get to ta lk in g  to  h im .

In  f a c t  I  e x p e c t  he  i s  s o m e th in g  of a  M a v e r ic k .

- A f te r  d in n e r  I  m e t  the  c r a f t s m e n  an d  gave c e r t i f i c a t e s  to e a c h  of 

th e m .  A nd  th e n  th e r e  w as  a  p r o g r a m  - -  u n a v o id ab ly  too long  s in c e  t h e r e

■' V.- ■ ■ •
w e r e  t h r e e  G o v e r n o r s  p r e s e n t  a n d  e a c h  m a d e  a  s p e e c h .  A nd a l s o  o u r

a c tu a l  h o s t ,  B i l l  Y o u n g m an . A nd  th en  th e r e  w a s  S k itch  H e n d e r s o n  an d
. •'f ■ •

s o m e  c h a m b e r  m u s ic  - -  a  m e d le y  of r e v o lu t io n a r y  songs  down th ro u g h  

the C iv i l  W ar to  to d ay . ' " \

So i t  w a s  n e a r l y  12 :00 w h en  I  r e t u r n e d  to the  L odge  - -  w e a r y  an d  

s o a k e d  fu l l  of the  e m o t io n s  an d  s c e n e s  of the  day , a n d  r e m e m b e r i n g  two 

l i t t l e  in c id e n ts  th a t  sh o w ed  how in  a l l  th is  p e a c e  an d  b e a u ty  w e a r e  s t i l l  

s o  c lo s e  to the  w o r l d ' s  t r o u b l e s .  E r i c h  L e in s d o r f  le a v in g  T e l  Aviv a  

few  h o u r s  b e f o r e  the  sh o o tin g , a n d  B i l l  Y o u n g m an  in  Hong Kong in the  

s t r e e t s  a lo n e  s e e in g  a n  a n g r y  m o b  c o m in g  a n d  a c tu a l ly  ru n n in g  a s  f a s t  

a s  he  c o u ld  u n t i l  a r o u n d  a  c o r n e r  he w a s  out of th e i r  r a n g e  a n d  in to  

h i s  c a r  a n d  gone.


