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I w a s  up e a r ly  and d ow n sta irs  for  b reak fast  c lo s e  to 8:00, c o m in g  

upon M ary R o c k e fe l le r  in  a s m a l l  room  of the V ic tor ian  m a n s io n  that 

she had pointed  out to m e  the night b efore  a s  the P r a y e r  Room  w h ere  h er  

m o th er  and the fa m ily  had gath ered  to read  the B ib le  and pray. And 

th ere  she w a s  q u iet ly  at a tab le, h er  B ib le  in h er  hand. I fe l t  aw kw ard  

and intruding and a d m ir in g  a l l  at the sa m e  t im e . She is  a r a re  w om an - -  

gentle  and e a r n e s t  and so  u n a ssu m in g , Laura n ce  is  v e r y  lu ck y  to have  

found h er .

/ We w ent in to  b rea k fa s t  and i t  w a s  hearty  and d e l ic io u s  including

b l u e b e r r y  p an cak es , and n atura lly  V erm on t m ap le  syrup - -  hot with  

m e l t e d  bu tter . I thought of Lynda's m ax im , "If you 're  going to be a b ea r  - -  

be a g r izz ly " ,  and ate  a s  though I w e re  going to spend the day plow ing  

th ose  rock y  h i l l s .  ^  And then we rode to P lym outh  to the hom e of P r e s id e n t  

C oolid ge  fo llow in g  a sw if t l y  rush ing  s trea m  through a l i t t le  v a l le y  - -  

a part of the w a te rsh e d  that's  going to be c lea n ed  up by the p ro jec t  w e  

a r e  c e le b ra t in g  th is afternoon . The c ity  of W oodstock has vo ted  teMMaaaaA 

a bond i s s u e  w hich  in co lla b o ra tio n  with State and F ed e r a l  funds and  

planning w i l l  r e s u lt  in  so m e  36 m i le s  of c le a r  and unpolluted and sce n ic  

w a terw a y s  in the y e a r s  to co m e .

It w as  so  f r e s h  and g reen  and you could understand how the State of

I, it -—'
V erm on t got its  nam e - -  natu ra lly  "g r een  m ountain" -- V erm ont. And I n ever  

had thought of it  until this trip.
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P a r t  of i t s  charm  to m e  w as that not even  Johnson C ity , T ex a s  

w a s m o r e  ru ra l,  m o r e  off the b ea ten  path, than this l i t t le  g reen  v a l le y .

And w e w e r e  going to the hom e of the 30th P r e s id e n t  of the U n ited  S tates.

We a r r iv e d  about 9:30 in the tiny l i t t le  h a m let  with w hite  c lapboard  

h o u s e s  and s to r e  and p o st  o f f ice .  It had a l l  je l le d  in tim e - -  and I am  

su re  it  had not grown by f ive  c i t iz e n s  in the la s t  50 y e a r s .

A cro w d  of p o s s ib ly  200 - -  m an y ch ild ren  - -  w ere  ga th ered  in 

front of the C alv in  C oolidge  h o m es te a d  - -  white c lapboard  w ith  sh u tters  

and a front porch  with V ic to r ia n  turned co lum n s that m ight have  co m e  

fr o m  the s a m e  d es ig n  on Lyndon's h ou se  at Johnson City. It w a s  in fact

so  r e m in is c e n t  that it  w ent s tra igh t to m y  heart, although I had thought of

p a r a l le l  ~ '•'
no   b e fo re  b e tw een  Lyndon and Ca lvin  C oolidge .

John C oolidge , the P r e s id e n t 's  son , d ign ified , im p r e s s iv e ,  p leasan t,  

w a s  there  to m e e t  u s .  We went up on the porch - -  P h il  and Joan Hoff and  

Stew and L ee  U dall,  the R o c k e fe l le r s  and I and s e v e r a l  of the lo c a l  peop le .  

And th ere  w a s  a  b r ie f ,  p lea sa n t c er e m o n y , John C oolidge p r e s id in g  and 

Stew and P h il  Hoff m aking l i t t le  s p e e c h e s  and then m y w ords - -  no n o tes ,  

ju st  a natural r e s p o n se  to th is s ituation  on v is it in g  the home o f  a P r e s id e n t  - -  

w h ere  the land had m ade its  m ark  on a man, has  m olded  h is  devotion  to 

duty, h is  c a p a c ity  for  hard w ork, h is  d is l ik e  of ostentation,, and h is  a b il ity  

to e x p r e s s  h im  s e l f  in t e r s e  p h r a se s .  As I looked at it (Nan R ob ertson ) I
_______ ______ _____________ ^

sa id  p erh ap s  s o m e  of you who have been  with us on our tr ip s  to T ex a s  m a y
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find som eth in g  r e m in is c e n t  of m y  own husband's hom e th ere . T he two 

m e n  cou ld  not be m o r e  d ifferen t. But there  i s  a lin k  in the backgrounds  

that w e r e  s in g u la r ly  appealing  and in the h o m e s .  And at the end I gave  

a N ational P a r k  S e r v ic e  plaque d es ign atin g  the C alvin  C oolidge  h o m e s te a d  

a s  a r e g i s t e r e d  N ational H is to r ic  Landm ark - -  N ash and I p lac in g  it, and

it  w a s  quite h eavy , on the c em en t  foundation that had been  p rep a red .
V'”"" ■ , ■'

T hen  w e  w ent through the h o u se .  It i s  open from  A p ril through  

O ctober, and h a s  about 35,000 v i s i t o r s  each  y ea r  a su r p r is in g  num ber  

i t s  r e m o t e n e s s .  T hey  g ive  out a d e ta iled  and in ter e s t in g  guidebook.

But v i s i t o r s  only look  into and do not w alk  through the r o o m s ,  and ap p aren tly  

th ere  i s  no b ev y  of h o s t e s s e s .

I w as  itxbetjesjtiaaidc in te r e s te d  in the w oodshed ind oors; chopping the 

w ood  for the k itch en  sto v e  had b een  one of C alvin  C oo lid ge 's  jobs a s  a young | 

boy. And ind eed  th ere  w as  l i t t le  p r o g r e s s  b etw een  the k itchen stove  of h is  I
day and o f L yndon 's . T h ere  w a s  a buggy and a s led  for w in ter  in  the 

C a r r ia g e  h o u se .  A ll  a r e  a ttach ed  to the m ain  hou se  b eca u se  of the h ea v y  

V erm on t w in te r s .  And the s p a r s e n e s s ,  the fru g a lity  of the fu rn ish in g s  

im p r e s s e d  m e  knowing that this w a s  the hom e of a leading c i t iz e n  of th is  

l i t t le  co m m u n ity  in that day.

T h ere  w as  a k erosen e  lam p on the table on w hich C alvin  C oolidge  

took h is  oath of o ff ice , a s tereo p tico n , a h o r s e  ha ir  sofa, a ye l lo w ed  

B o sto n  n ew sp a p er  of 1924 with the h ea d lin es  "Keep Down E x p e n ses  i s
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C o o lid g e 's  E xhortation", Stew Udall read  one of h is  cam paign  p r o m is e s  

fro m  the paper - -  " W a s te no t im e ,  w ord s  nor public funds". And I w a s  

in tr ig u ed  by  th e  f a m i l ia r  ring of a sen ten ce  from  one of h is  p o l i t ic a l  

p a m p h le ts  "a  m an who p r a c t ic e s  what he p rea ch es  - -  a square  d e a l  to a l l ."
-.tv ., “* .

 ̂ , I to ld  John C oolidge I knew m y  daughter Lynda would lo v e  to h ea r

h im  te l l  what it  w a s  lik e  in h is  day in the W hite H ouse. He sa id  to m y

■ . . - .... ■■ 
s u r p r is e  that h e  had the S e c r e t  S e r v ice  with him  then too. He had b een

off in  c o l le g e  m o s t  of the tim e and they a cco m p a n ied  him th ere  a l s o .  I

to ld  h im  how  m u ch  I l ik e d , and a l l  the to u r is ts  liked, the p o r tra it  of h is

m o th e r .  And I gave  him  a p ic tu re  of m e  taken in front of h er  p o r tra it

to le a v e  at the h o u se .  And then a  l i t t le  past 10:00 we w ere  dr iv in g  back = - ii

o v er  the lo v e ly  v a l le y  roads to W oodstock, a rr iv in g  at the f i r s t  C ongregational

C hurch w h ich  m igh t have c o m e  o ff a p ost card  - -  so  p u re  and w hite  it  w a s ,

V--?

its  s l im  s te e p le  r i s in g  a g a in s t  the g reen  h i l l s  at the end of the s tr e e t .  ■ Its 

b e l l  w a s  m ad e b y  P a u l R e v e r e ,  T h ere  w e re  three  o th er  such bells in th is  l i t t le  town. 

And it  w a s  h e r e  that L a u rance  and M ary R o c k e fe l le r  w ere  m a r r ie d  33 y e a r s  

a g o .  '-v '

I sa t in  the pew w ith  them . One of the m o s t  delightful th ings during  

th is  w hole  v i s i t  i s  the w ay  that they m ove  around town and they w ave  and  

sp ea k  to peop le , ca l l in g  them by their  f i r s t  n a m es , "Hello  

th ere  John. W here i s  L au ra?"  And people a n sw er  back.

■ - -  ■■ ■ ' i
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The s ig n  out front had sa id  (of the church), "Gathered - May, 1773 - 

B uild ing  C om p leted  - 1808".

The m u s ic  w as  lo v e ly .  I r ec o g n iz e d  one of the dinner g u e s ts  from  

the night b e fo r e  in  the c h o ir .  T h ere  w ere  fa m il ia r  h y m ns - -  "Beneath  the 

C r o ss  of J e s u s " .  It w as  an a ltoge th er  charm ing  s e r v ic e ,  and w e w ere  out

b e fo r e  12:00. When I spoke to the M in is te r ,  he told m e that h is  8 -y e a r  old ' V
■ ■ . ■ ■ ' - ' - V‘ ■ ■ V ; ' ■■■--.■

son  had sa id , "Why don't w e  inv ite  M rs. Johnson hom e for lunch?" '

. ‘ - . ■ '
It w ould  have b een  an e a s y  l i t t le  town to fa l l  in love  w ith . We 

w alk ed  down the s t r e e t  to the W oodstock  H is to r ic a l  A ss o c ia t io n  - -  a typ ica l  

w h ite  c lap b oard  h o u se ,  g reen  sh u tter s ,  l i la c  b o r d e r e d .  And the curator  

took u s  through, show ing u s  their  2 0 0  year  accu m ulation  of c o lo n ia l  fu rn iture ,  

and v e r y  m u ch  a touch of the R o c k e fe l le r s ,  though they would be the la s t  to 

sa y  it. In the b a sem en t there w as  a s m a ll  theatre given by h e r  m oth er  for  

com m u n ity  g a th er in g s .  And behind the hou se  a beautifu lly  la n d sca p ed  law n - 

lead in g  down to the r iv e r .  And there  w as  the m an that had done the planning  

an d  the w o rk  on the lan d scap in g  - -  how typ ica l of the R o c k e fe l le r s  to know  

him  w e l l ,  to have b een  a part of planning it  a s  w e l l  a s  for .paying for  it. i:'

■■ ' . -It w a s  a l i t t le  p a st  12:00 when w e went out front for the m o s t  

p ic tu resq u e  adventure of the day - -  the r ide in the Stanley S tea m er  - -  

v in tage  1911, ow ned by a young boy who w as  working h is  w ay through
I

c o l le g e  by taking to u r is t s  for  a dr ive  around Woodstock. In fac t  he had 1

a f le e t  of about three  - -  he and h is  brother  and their  father. But b e fo re  S;.S
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w e w alk ed  out of the W oodstock H is to r ic a l  A ss o c ia t io n  w e donned our 

d u ster  bonnets - -  m in e  a dream  of a hat with pink r o s e s  and a w ide  

b r im  and a pink ch iffon  that tied  under the chin. T his  i s  one of L iz'  

in s p ir e d  id e a s  I think. And each  of us had one that w as e x tra o rd in a r ily  

b e c o m in g .  M a r y 's  so  quaint and dem u re it s e e m e d  to have b een  m ade  

for  h e r .  And L e e 's  - -  p erk y  and saucy .

• * The b r a s s  w a s  sh iny , the running boards high, and the se a t s  

h ig h er , and the horn  le t  off a b la s t  ju st  lik e  a tra in  - -  no i  wonder, it w as  

s t e a m .   ' ■ -

The R o c k e fe l le r s  and U dalls  and Hoffs w e r e  in the two b a c k s e a ts ,  

and C u rtis  B urden the d r iv e r  and I in the front w here  I could  s e e  the panel. 

The sp e e d o m e te r  ft sa id  "0 - 60 m i l e s  per hour". Y e s ,  he had d r iven  it  

that fa s t  on the highw ay. But it  didn't r e g i s t e r  u n le s s  you w ent at l e a s t  

15. ' V ; ■

■■

•t

T o get  into the s p ir i t  of the day there w e re  s e v e r a l  h o r s e  and buggy s

around the v i l la g e  g reen . And I f l in ch ed  a s  w e  approached them at a  m e r r y  

c l ip -- the f lo t i l la  of th ree  Stanley  S te a m e r s .  C urtis  e a se d  by without blow ing  

h is  horn. The h o r s e s  stood  s t i l l ,  and w e breathed  a s igh  of r e l ie f ,  M ary  

R o c k e fe l le r  w a s  te ll in g  u s  how when her  m other  f i r s t  got a car  she had  

a sk e d  a l l  the fpH ft fo lk s  who w ork ed  for h er  and the neighboring fa r m e r s  

to c o m e  up w ith  th eir  h o r s e s  to h er  house and then show it  to them , driv ing  

i t  q u ie t ly  around to get them u s e d  to it.
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T h is  l i t t le  v i l la g e  of W oodstock in the foo th ills  of the G reen  

M ou n ta in s  i s  bu ilt  around the v i l la g e  green  w hich is  the unique shape  

of  a battle  sh ip , and a long the bank of the sw ift, rushing Ottauquechee R iv er .

. . ts W e went around the v i l la g e  g reen  p ast the ram bling  white c lapboard

■ W oo d stb ck  Inn with i t  long veranda. It looks lik e  the grandfather of a l l
• .• I- " '■ ' ■ ■ '

“■■■ :■ T ■ ... '
su m m e r  r e s o r t  h o te ls ,  p a st  the W oodstock H is to r ic a l  S oc ie ty  and the 

W h ite  Cupboard and the DAR hou se  and m u seum  - -  both built  in 1807 - -

and a l l  the l i t t l e  w hite  s t e e p le  ch u rch es  with th eir  P au l R e v er e  b e l l s .

And the Town H all  w h ere  w e had b een  w e lco m ed  the afternoon b e fo re .

And the l i t t le  c i r c l e  w h ere  the p la c e s  of b u s in e s s  a r e  bright w ith  pink  

and r ed  p e tu n ia s ,-a n d  a long  e l m - b o r d e r e d  s t r e e t s  w here  the h o u se s  

range b e tw e en  p r e -r e v o lu t io n a r y  and p r e -C iv i l  War. In fact the population  

of W oodstock , now 3 ,0 0 0 ,  w as  a ls o  3 ,0 0 0  at the tim e of the C iv il  War. "

And p a st  the s id e s  of the r a i lr o a d  depot bu ilt  by M ary R o c k e fe l le r 's  

grandfather , F r e d e r ic k  B i l l in g s .  He had put the whole l i t t le  ra ilro a d  

up h e r e  w hen  h e  had bought h is  hom e h ere  about the tim e of the C iv il  War. -.1

It w a s  he who bu ilt  the N orth ern P a c if ic  R ailroad  and for  whom B il l in g s ,  ^

M ontana i s  nam ed . The ra ilro a d  h a s  long ago c e a s e d  to run,, and the track s  

w e r e  f in a lly  torn out. But you can  s t i l l  s e e  the em bankm ent a s  it w inds  

itx»z®5zjsx i t s  w ay  along the s tr e a m . And the depot has b eco m e  a part of
I

the r e c r e a t io n  c en ter .

We stopped at the W oodstock C ountry Club - -  another •  of the m any  

m a r k s  of the L a u rance R o c k e fe l le r s .  It has  been  built  by them  w ith in  the
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la s t  few  y e a r s  and i s  an a ttra c t iv e  m od ern  p la ce ,  and they know the 

m a n g e r s  by th eir  f i r s t  n a m es .

And then w e drove back to L aurance  and M ary 's  hom e w hich  is  

c a l le d  "The M an sion " . And a l l  a long the w ay people  w aved, and M ary  

and L a u ran ce  c a l le d  back  a fa m ila r  ne igh b orly  g ree tin g . And so  ended  

one of the m o s t  c o lo r fu l  r id e s  of m y  c a r e e r  a s  F ir s t  Lady - -  "Whist l e  Stop" train,  

rubber raft, the B u r le so n  ski l if t ,  and now a Stanley S team er .

We fr e sh e n e d  up and then w alked  down for lunch to the h om e of 

M a r y 's  s i s t e r  - -  M rs .  E than A llen  H itch cock . It w as  an old farm  h o u se  

that had b een  a ttach ed  to the M ansion  a s  the hom e of the f a r m e r - in - r e s id e n c e  

I am  su r e  - -  the fo rem a n  w e w ould c a l l  it. Now M ary's  s i s t e r  and h er  

husband, w h o se  a n c e s to r  indeed Ethan A llen  of the G reen  Mountain B o y s ,  

have done it  o v e r  with that bright c o lo re d  deft touch - -  good pain tin gs,  

a spr ink ling  of an tiq u es , book s. It w a s  a w e lco m in g  house . T h ere  w as  

a group of about 18 or 2 0  on the front porch  having b loody m a r y s  and  

h o r s  d 'o e u v r e s ,  looking out a c r o s s  a beautiful m eadow  to the m ounta ins  

in the d is ta n ce .

M rs. H itch cock  took m e through h er  h ou se . T h ere  w as  one e s p e c ia l ly  

d eligh tfu l room  c a l le d  the "Buttery" w hich  w as  p r a c t ic a l ly  octagon a l.  I don't 

know what a  "Buttery" is  in an old fash ion ed  New England farm  h o u se ,  but 

^now  it 's  b een  done over  a s  a s m a ll  s itting  room with bright y e l lo w  w a l ls  

and gay c h in tz e s  and books and it  sa y s  "com e in and l in ger" . Lunch

____  ■ -------- —--------------------------- ----- :-----  ------- -—...----

THE WHITE HOUSE



-............--------,-_r--r— -----—......... -  .—~ - ---- ---------------- -

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, June 11, 1967 P a g e  9

w a s  buffet - -  lo b s te r  c a s s e r o l e .  I would have b een  lo n e so m e  without  

lo b s te r  by th is  tim e! And in addition, New England baked b ean s  and  

v e r y  d e l ic io u s  they w e r e .  Once m o r e  I ate without thought of w eight.

M r. H itch cock  told m e so m e  r e m in is c e n c e s  about h is  a n c e s t o r .

One d e ligh tfu l one w as  w hen G eorge  W ashington appointed h im  a s  R eg im en t

h ead  of the G reen  Mountain B o y s ,  and he w rote  in  h is  d iary , "I m u st  adopt
r e g im e n ; •

a s t r i c t  SjegiMaaaacof d ie t  and e x e r c i s e  to f it  m y s e l f  w orth ily  for  th is

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .” ■ -

B ack  at The Man sion  I had a few  m in u tes  r e s t  and then had m y  h a ir

com bed  out and w as  d r e s s e d  by 3:00 in m y  y e l lo w  Ben Z uckerm an - -  no

thought of the co a t  today with it b ec a u se  the w eath er  w as  s te a m in g  hot T : i

and g rea t  thunderheads ro l le d  up a c r o s s  the m ounta ins. And i f  w e  had . ' ?

b een  at h o m e  I would h a v e  sa id  w e would have a ra in  in 30 m in u te s .  But .

it h e ld  off for the recep tio n . ?
.V. • ■’ • ^

I w a lk ed  out under the long g a l le r y  that e n c ir c le s  the h o u se  and  

looked  down a c r o s s  the exp an se  of g r ee n  that d escen d s  to the rush ing  

r iv e r  and i s  b o r d e r ed  by the high beautifu l t r e e s .  T here  w e r e  s e v e r a l  

hundred of the R o c k e fe l le r  ne ighb ors  - -  the s e le c tm e n of W oodstock and  

n eighb oring  c o m m u n it ie s .  State o f f ic ia l s ,  c o n s e r v a t io n is t s ,  p e r so n a l  fr ie n d s .  

A m ong them Dan K iley , the lan d scap e  a r c h ite c t  who is  w orking  on the M ail
A
i

in  W ashington, B i l l  Youngman and h is  w ife ,  the g u e s ts  I had m e t  at the ^

luncheon and the night b e fo r e  - -  a beautiful se tt in g , the b e s t  of what *
\Nt

_______■ __________  •___________________
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c o n s e r v a t io n is t s  a r e  talking about p r e se r v in g  for  th eir  grandch ildren .

M ount Tom  r is in g  on our right, the Ottauquechee rush ing  in front o f  u s  b etw een  

i t s  g r ee n  b o r d e r ed  banks and under c o v e r e d  b r id g es .

L a u ran c e  p r e s id e d  - -  b r ie f ly  quickly , d e ligh tfu lly  - -  w ith  h is  m o s t  

r em a rk a b le  brand of c r i s p  b u s in e s s - l ik e  e ff ic ie n c y ,  som eth in g  I can only  

d e s c r ib e  a s  h u m il i ty  and a so r t  of a l i t t le  boy quality  of "Isn 't  i t  w ond erfu l  

a l l  of th is  i s  happening?" A v e r y  engaging man.
■ 7 . • '  ,

P h i l  H off m ade a sp eech  - -  Stew U dall did. G en era l C a ss id y ,
' ■■ j T- \

the h ead  of the A rm y  E n g in ee r s  up from  W ashington who i s  doing the

c o n se r v a t io n  w ork  in Otauq u echee  V a lley .  And then I. My s p e e c h  w as

tw o -fo ld  - -  a sa lu te  to G eorge  P e r k in s  M arsh  w h ose  h om e this w a s  for

m an y  y e a r s ,  and who is  in  fac t a so rt  of a father  of co n ser v a t io n  in the

U nited  States w r it in g  a  hundred y e a r s  ago about man and nature - -

' ■ ' - ' 1  
the e f fe c t  of m an on h is  en v ironm ent - -  e r o s io n  - -  so  m an y of th ings \

that co n c er n  u s  today. And second , a sa lu te  to the p r e se n t  inhabitants

of th is  h o u se .  I w a s  v e r y  e a r n e s t  when I d e s c r ib e d  L au rance R o c k e fe l le r

a s  A m e r ic a 's  lead in g  c i t iz e n  c o n se r v a t io n is t  today - -  from  the Grand Tetons ;

v-.j,

to the V irg in  Is lan d s  - -  and h e r e  in your v a l le y  - -  he has m ade c o n s er v a t io n  

and r e c r e a t io n  h is  l i fe  w ork.

The r e a l  th ru st of the sp e ec h  it  s e e m e d  to m e w a s  to applaud lo c a l  

in it ia t iv e  b e c a u s e  h e r e  in this w a te rsh e d  that is  what it i s  taking - -  the 

w i l l in g n e s s  to vote  a bond i s s u e ,  to s e a r c h  out and com bine State a s s i s t a n c e  

and F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and bring them into th eir  own planning and hop efu lly
j a
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in  a coup le  of d ec a d e s  to c o m e  up with 36 m i le s  of c lean , b eautifu l s t r e a m s  - -  

unpollu ted  - -  that would be an inv itation  for to u r is ts  for r e c r e a t io n  - -  w hich  ' 

in  a m e a s u r e  i t  a lr ea d y  is  of c o u r se .  And v e r y  im p ortantly  for l ig h t  s c ie n c e  

o r ien te d  in d u s tr ie s  bring ing  w ith  them their  s iz e a b le  p a y ro lls  a s  a bu lw ark  

for  the S ta te 's  econ om y. "

I got through i t  a l l  r ight. It w as  a rather  good sp eech . And at the 

end I put on the h ou se  the plaque designatin g  it a s  a N ational Landm ark.

On the c h im n e y  high above w a s  the date 1806, and c lo s e  b y  w a s  a window  

in c o lo r e d  Tiffany  g la s s  of one hand p a ss in g  a torch  to another hand ‘

L aura n ce  had told m e  that they l ik ed  to think that that w as the o lder  

g en era t io n  p a ss in g  on the torch  of learn in g , c u l t u r e ,  co n serv a t io n ,

w h a tev er  w isd o m  they had, to the younger generation .

T hen I w en t down w ith  M ary  preparing  to w alk  a c r o s s  the lawn and  

shake  hands w ith  a s  m any g u e s ts  a s  p o s s ib le .  But suddenly w e found o u r s e lv e s  - 

in an im p rom p tu  r e c e iv in g  l in e  w hich included  Laura nce and the G overnor  

and Joan. And e v ery o n e  f i led  by us - -  a l l  500 I b e l ie v e .  And ju st  a s  the -

la s t  one p a s s e d ,  the ra in  began  to sp la tter !  And so  I w ent u p  on the porch  

to s i t  down w ith a coup le  of r ep o r ter s  and d e s c r ib e d  to them at L i z 's r eq u e s t  

m y  fe e l in g s  about th is  tr ip . So the recep tio n  broke up isast^s&sr ra ther  

q u ick er  than w e had planned w ith  a b r is k  show er w hich r e l ie v e d  the heat.

I n e v e r  thought of a h ea t w ave in  V erm ont, but indeed I had b een  h otter  than 

I had r e m e m b e r e d  s in ce  ch ildhood ,  s o c o m p le te ly  has  a ir -c o n d it io n in g

■ . . 'V  __ _ _ _ J l ' ? _ _  . ■ ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
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taken o v e r  in the sou th w est . '

Then I w ent u p s ta ir s ,  s tre tc h e d  out, had a rub by B etty  Chapowicki 

What a luxu ry  it  i s  to take her  along on th is trip! And then  

d r e s s e d  in  f l a t - h e e l  sh o e s ,  and  w alked  with M ary and L a u rance

up the p ine b o r d e r ed  path and a c r o s s  a m eadow  to a l i t t le  ru s t ic  cottage
' •: ''V ............

w h ich  had b een  built^by M a ry 's  m oth er  as  a so r t  of a re tre a t  she sa id

and w hich  h o w 'is ’a g iiest  h ou se  and occu p ied  th is w eekend by  th eir  
/ ^ ' j L o r  --' .

daughter^and s o n - in - la w  and m onth old baby who had driven s e v e r a l
 ̂ - ■ - ■■ '■

■ . '  . - ■ ■ s . ,  V . .

hundred m i l e s  fr o m the sch o o l in  C onnecticut w h ere  he i s  w ork in g  on a 

Ph. D. in  a V olksw agon  - -  just the th ree  of them - -  the baby in  a l i t t le

b a sk e t  l ik e  a papoose. The young m other  - -  daughter of a l l  th is w ea lth  - -  

patting  around in a c a s u a l  sh ift  and a b ig  s m ile  just lik e  any other young 

m o th e r .  I don't know w hy is  should be so  continually  su r p r is in g  to m e .

■ ■ / V f

■ii.
■fi

P e r h a p s  o ther  people  lo o k  a t  L uci and think the sam e things. And in a w ay |

w e  have  som eth in g  quite in com m on . -- ; ' . i

L u c i  h as  w ith  g r a c e  and h o n es ty  I think ana delightfu l hum or gotten  

o v er  th e-o b sta c le  o f  being  the P r e s id e n t 's  dau ghter . 5 She and P a t  a r e  just  

an oth er  young m a r r ie d  coup le , ab so rb ed  into A ustin  l i fe  now. And I am  

su r e  the R o c k e fe l le r s  have for m an y m o re  y e a r s  - -  even for g e n era t io n s  - -  

had the sa m e  s o r t  of p ro b lem . And they have l iv e d  with it w ith  fly ing  c o lo r s .  

T h is  p a r t icu la r  daughter has  in a w ay turned aw ay from  m a t e r ia l  th ings

V  ■ ' ' '0^L a u ran ce  told  m e .  She s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e re d  giving h er  l i fe  to som e kind
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of church  w ork . I think he and Ma r y  m u st have been  r e l ie v e d  w hen she  

m a r r ie d  the gen tle , s tud ious looking young m an  who is  in c id en ta lly  a 

C atholic  w ho i s  pursuing h is  te; s tu d ies  at W esleyan  C o lleg e .

■ M ary h e ld  the baby who at four m onths has  quite a p e r so n a lity .  

R e a l ly  a p re tty  baby. We s ipped ic ed  tea and looked at the Jap an ese  

a r t  w o rk s  of L au ranc e 's  fa ther , John D. R o c k e fe l le r ,  that ad orn ed  the 

w a l ls  of th is  co tta g e .  T h ey  had b een  brought there w hen the old h ou se  

that the R o c k e fe l le r s  owned so m ew h ere  e l s e  w as  d ism an tled . Then we  

w alk ed  b ack  through the th ick p in es  and a c r o s s  the m eadow  to the M ansion  

to d r e s s  for  d inner. T h ere  w e r e  about 1 6  of u s ,  including Walt R ostow  

who i s  now a h ou se  g u e s t ,  and the R o c k e fe l le r s  had v e r y  thoughtfully a sk ed  

N a s h .  And of c o u r se  the H offs and the U dalls  and Ethan A llen  H itch cock  

and the B i l l  Y oungm ans.

We had ca v ia r  - -  n ev er  do I r e m e m b e r  a tr ip  w h ere  I a te  so  m an y  

good th ings. While I huddled in a c o rn er  with Walt and two other g u e s ts  

jo ined us and I l i s t e n e d  to a r e s u m e' of the la s t  few  days in W ashington - -  

w h at's  happening in  the M iddle E a st  from  w hich I had been  so  p e c u lia r ly ,  

so  happily  s e g r e g a te d  s in c e  F r id a y  m orn in g . I am so  gratefu l that he  

i s  w ith  Lyndon, so  gra te fu l for  h is  l i f e ' s  b lood that he i s  pouring into  

th is job. But of c o u r se  it  i s  for  the country  and not for  Lyndon p a r t ic u la r ly  

that he is  doing it  w hich  m a k es  it a l l  the m o re  w orthy. But I can 't  get  

o v er  a s e n se  that he has a p erso n a l fee l in g  toward u s .  E lsp e th  couldn't

“■A
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c o m e  w ith  h im . She has a s trep  throat.

At d inner, M ary gave  a v e r y  natural, s im p le ,  endearing  l i t t le

g r a c e .  My a d m ira t io n  for  h er  g ro w s. And at the end there w a s  w ine

l i n a a n  to a s ts  - -  funny, s e r io u s .  F in a l ly  even  I“!■and to a s ts  and m o r e  tm

gav e  on e fo r  L a u r anc e  a n d  M ary .  . “ v-

. 1;/.And then having d is c o v e r e d  that they have a bowling a l l e y  w hich

i s  in a  l i t t le  h o u se  c a l l e d  the B e l v e d e r e  w hich  had been  p r e s s  h ea d q u a rters
. . .  < ' V . ' _

and lo o k s  l ik e  a  Hans e l  and G r e t e l  h ou se  in the w oods w ith  g in g erb rea d

c u to u ts .  I a s k e d  i f ,w e  m igh t h ave  a bowling gam e. Stew U dall had been

d is a p p ea r in g  a t  odd h o u rs  to get in a tenn is  gam e, and when Walt c a m e  he

had done the sa m e  thing. And I wanted to add m y  bit that th is  A d m in is tra t io n

through and through w as  a l l  for  p h y s ic a l  f i tn e ss .  B e s id e s  on a tr ip  l ik e

th is ,  I hunger for  e x e r c i s e .  I eat and think and try  to g ive  out w ith  r e s p o n se  |

■ j

and c o n v e rsa t io n ,  and I am  drenched  - -  sa turated  - -  with e m o tio n s ,  s c e n e r y ,

• * ■
.'1

f e e l in g s .  B ut I do not get m uch p h y s ic a l  e x e r c i s e .  Y es  indeed . T hey  

w ou ld  be g lad  t o .  M ary found m e  so m e  o f h er  tenn is  sh o es  and 8  or 1 0
3

of u s  w alk ed  up to the B e l v e d e r e .  We took s id e s  - -  four and four -•» 

and I p layed  a v e r y  bad gam e w ith  a b a ll  far  too h eavy  for m e . But I en joyed  

it  im m e n s e ly .

T h e re  w a s  an ic e  c r e a m  bar in the p lace  - -  even  so m e  b e e r  began  

to flow  la te r .  Walt R ostow  turned out to be a w hiz , just a s  he i s  e x c e l le n t  

at ten n is .  And it w as  fo r  m e  the p e r fe c t  ending for a m a r v e lo u s  day.

______________________________________ - . -.  ^ ___________________________ _______ ___________________________ ’ .........  . .
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B u t it w a s  not in fac t  the end. When we returned  to the M ansion  

and I began  to sa y  goodnight and the other g u e s ts  to le a v e  L aurpnce sa id ,  

"C om e w ith  m e  a  m inute", in  that tone of v o ic e  that this i s  som eth in g  

s p e c ia l  I want to show you. And I found m y s e l f  going d o w n sta ir s  with  

L aur«^ce  and N ash  and L i z ,  down through the kitchen, down, down, into  

w hat I thought w a s  going to be the w ine c e l la r .  It turned out to be the 

m o s t  unique s ig h t  of m y  l i fe  - - a  fa llout sh e lte r  for 100 people( It 

ap p ea red  to m e  to be b e tter  equipped than the one under the White H ouse .  

T h ere  w e re  s ta ck ed  bunks - -  e ith er  two or th ree  in a s tack , depending  

on the heighth  of the c e i l in g  - -  s t o r e s  of canned goods, a few  g a m e s  and  

B ib le  and w r it in g  m a t e r ia l  - -  v e r y  com p act to l ie t  fa c i l i t i e s ,  a g en e ra to r ,  

w a ter  s to r a g e ,  even  an e sc a p e  hatch  - -  w ith Laur<|p,ce ra th er  r4tey  

expla in ing that i f  for any r ea so n  you want to try it outside you can  turn  

th e se  s c r e w s  and go up. T hey b egan  it  he sa id  when they r e c e iv e d  a 

l e t t e r  from  P r e s id e n t  Kennedy - -  one sent out I gather to m an y, m any  

c i t iz e n s  urg ing  th eir  co n s id e ra t io n  for p ro tec t iv e  m e a s u r e s  in c a s e  of 

fa llou t. And Laur<^ce exp la in ed  that he b e l ie v e d  that if  a w ar  did com e  

that not ev ery b o d y  w ould be k il led . T h ere  w ould be som ebody who w ould  

su r v iv e .  And it would be th ose  who had d; tr ied , who had m ade an e ffort,  

who had planned.

Walt R ostow  sa id , "If the w orld  i s  going to s tar t  o v e r ,  i t  couldn't  

do b e tter  than to s ta r t  with the R o c k e fe l le r s .  "

And on that note, the day ended.

THE WHITE HOUSE


