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I aw oke  w i th  th a t  m o s t  lu x u r io u s  fe e l in g  of owning a  d a y  I d id n ’t

e x p e c t  to h a v e .  I  h a d  th o u g h t a f t e r  the  D e m o c r a t i c  d in n e r  l a s t  n ig h t  in
f-

A u s t in  th a t  L y n d o n  a n d  I w o u ld  sp en d  the n ig h t a t  the  R an c h ,  the  m o r n in g  

w o u ld  be fu l l  of p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  the  a r r i v a l  of the  H a r o ld  H o l ts ,  an d  the 

a f t e r n o o n  a n d  e v en in g  show ing  o u r  g u e s t s  f r o m  A u s t r a l i a  o u r  own R a n c h  

an d  o u r  w a y  of l i f e  in  the  h i l l  c o u n try .  But no. T h e  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  

s w i tc h  - -  L yndon  h a d  c a l l e d  m e  - -  m e a n t  th a t  he  w ou ld  b e  ta k in g  th em  to 

C a m p  D av id  in s t e a d .  A nd he - -  I  w o n d e r  w h e n  he w i l l  g e t  to th e  p o in t  

w h en  he  s a y s  " I  c a n ' t  do i t .  I t ' s  too m u c h "  - -  w ould  f ly  b a c k  a f t e r  the  

d in n e r ,  le a v in g  a b o u t  m id n ig h t  a n d  g e tt in g  in to  W ash in g to n  a b o u t  4 :00  a . m .  

a n d  tak in g  th em  to  C am p  D av id  a ro u n d  noon w h ile  I in  L u c i ' s  h o u s e  on 

M a c k e n  S t r e e t  aw oke  w ith  th a t  d e l ic io u s  fe e l in g  of a  new  found d a y  s im p ly  

a d d e d  to  m y  c a l e n d a r .  If th a t  sounds  u n g r a c io u s  an d  i n h o s p i ta b le  - -  a n d  

I do e n jo y  th e  H o l ts  m o r e  th a n  p r a c t i c a l l y  any  C h ie fs  of S ta te  - -  i t  i s  s im p ly  

b e c a u s e  m y  l i f e  th e s e  d a y s  i s  s o m e  350 d ay s  th a t  a r e  du ty  a n d  w o rk ,  m o s t  

of w h ich  I  f in d  h ig h ly  e x c i t in g  and  p le a s a n t ,  and  a  v e r y  few  in d e e d  p e r s o n a l ,  

l a z y ,  s e l f - in d u lg e n t ,  m in e .  -

So f i r s t  w ith  a  cup  of co ffee  I s e t t l e d  b y  a  te le p h o n e  a n d  m a d e  s u r e  

th a t  M a r y  a n d  J a m e s  knew  of the  c h an g e  of p la n s  a n d  w ould  k e e p  the 

s p a r e r i b s  a n d  the  c a t  f i s h  in  the  d e ep  f r e e z e ,  p r e s e r v e  the  f r e s h  f r u i t  

a n d  v e g e ta b le s  the b e s t  th ey  co u ld  and  r e m in d  m e  to p ic k  up  s o m e  of the  

m i l k  a n d  b u t t e r  to b r in g  in to  L u c i ' s  h o u s e .  And then  phoning  A sh to n
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a b o u t  o u r  d e s k  w o rk ,  a  l i t t l e  d ic ta t in g .  A nd Roy W hite  a n d  H e r b e r t  W ells  

a b o u t  the  s t a t u s  of o u r  b u i ld in g  p r o j e c t .

A bou t 11:00 I le f t  f o r  the  R an c h ,  an d  w i th  M a ry  a n d  J a m e s  an d  

a  p ic k u p  t r u c k  fiill  of p i c t u r e s  we w en t down to t h e i r  h o u se  f r o m  ro o m  

to ro o m  and  th e y  s e l e c t e d  fo u r  o r  f iv e .  One, a  r a t h e r  n ice  l i t t l e  p o r t r a i t  

o f m e ,  a n d  h u n g  th em  in  th e i r  l iv in g  ro o m ,  t h e i r  b e d ro o m ,  a n d  L a  F a y ' s  

b e d r o o m .  A nd th e n  to the  C e d a r  H o u se  w h e re  I m a d e  p la n s  to h an g  the  

o ld  G e r m a n  s i t t in g  b y  the  f i r e  a n d  the  o th e r  G e r m a n  w ith  a  s t e in  fu ll  of 

b e e r .  W e  s to p p e d  f o r  a  l ig h t  lu n ch  a lo n e ,  a n d  th en  co n tin u ed  to  O r i o l e ' s  

o ld  h o u s e ,  g a th e r in g  up  a l l  the  o ld  p i c t u r e s  f r o m  Ic e la n d  to M a lays ia  to 

G e r m a n y  th a t  I  c o u ld n ' t  p la c e  in  o u r  h o u se  o r  the  C e d a r  H o u se  o r  the 

g u e s t  h o u se  o r  J a m e s .  We d id n ' t  han g  a n y  - -  we s im p ly  m a d e  p la n s  fo r  

b e d s p r e a d s  a n d  l ig h ts  a n d  p i c t u r e s .

A nd th e n  b a c k  to the  m a in  h o u se  to b a th e  a n d  d r e s s .  A nd  a f t e r  

t a lk in g  w t h  L u c i  I d e c id e d  th a t  I  w ou ld  no t d r iv e  in  to h av e  d in n e r  w ith  

h e r .  N eva  h a d  in v i te d  m e  to the  W es t  R an ch  w h e re  she w a s  go ing  to  h a v e  

the  M o u rs u n d s  a n d  th e  Jo h n  H i l ls  a n d  a  v e r y  n ic e  co u p le  th a t  h a d  

a c c o m p a n ie d  th em  f r o m  H o u s to n  fo r  d in n e r .

T h e  s u m m e r  tw i l ig h t  is  v e r y  long in  Ju n e .  I a r r i v e d  a  l i t t l e  

p a s t  7 :00  a t  th is  h o u s e  th a t  h a s  b e e n  so  m u c h  a  p a r t  of o u r  l i fe  fo r  o v e r  

two d e c a d e s .  I t  w a s  o u r  r e t r e a t ,  o u r  re fu g e ,  o u r  w e l l - lo v e d  h o m e  b a s e
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in  the  h i l l  c o u n t r y  f o r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  w e b o ugh t A unt F r a n k ' s  R a n c h  in  

the  F a l l  of 1951.

I  h a v e  t r i e d  to  r e m e m b e r  w h en  I f i r s t  m e t  W es ley .  I  th in k  i t  

w a s  '4 3 .  T h e r e  th e y  w e r e  in  the  liv ing  ro o m  - -  N eva a n d  M a r i a l l e n  an d  

J o  B e th  a n d  the  la d y  f r o m  H o u s to n ,  w h ile  o u ts id e  th e  w hole  g o rg e o u s  

s u m m e r  tw il ig h t  w a s  the  b e s t  show  on e a r th .

I l u r e d  th em  out b e s id e  the  poo l.  T h e  sun  h ad  s e t  a n d  the  e v e r -  

c h a n g in g  p la y  of l ig h ts  a c r o s s  the  sky  w as  a  d r e a m  to w a tch .  

T h e  q u a r t e r  m o o n  g ro w in g  s h i n i e r  a s  the n ig h t d e ep e n e d ,  a n d  the

co t to n w o o d  t r e e s  th a t  W e s le y  h a d  p la n te d  h im s e l f ,  ta l l  now, 

t in k l in g  l ik e  w ind  c h im e s .  He pu t th e m  b e s id e  h is  b e d ro o m  w indow  

b e c a u s e  h e  l ik e d  the  sound . T h e  w hole  sy m p h o n y  of s u m m e r  t im e  w a s  

in  fu l l  p la y  - -  i n s e c t s  tun ing  up  a c r o s s  th e  wide sw e e p  of law n  to th e  w e s t  

a n d  b e h in d  u s  to the  e a s t  a c r o s s  N e v a 's  b e a u t i fu l ly  p la n te d  la w n . And 

s u d d e n ly  the  a c c e n t  of a  b ig  b u l l  f ro g  down a t  the pond  - -  "ba  r o o m ,  . 

b a  ro o m ,  ba  r o o m " .  I t  w a s  a n  a b s o lu t e ly  d e l ic io u s  n igh t. ' '

We s a t  by  th e  p o o l  a n d  L o u is  b ro u g h t  u s  d r in k s  and  f in a l ly  the 

m e n  c a m e  a n d  jo in e d  u s  an d  I though t th a t  s o m e  of the  m o s t  p le a s a n t  

e v e n in g s  of m y  life  h a v e  b e e n  sp e n t  r ig h t  h e r e .  H e re  th is  v e r y  day 

I w a s  e x p e c t in g  L u c i ' s  b a b y  to be  b o rn .  And h e r e  m o r e  than  20 y e a r s  

ago  w h«» L y n d o n  a n d  I h a d  v i s i t e d  w h en  we w e r e  ex p ec t in g  L u c i .
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We w e n t  in  f o r  one  of the  unequalled  m e a l s  th a t  the  W e s ts  h av e  - -  

d e l i c io u s  s t e a k s  a n d  e n o r m o u s  s a la d s .  F o r tu n a t e ly  I h a v e  d ie te d  a t  

b r e a k f a s t  a n d  a t  lu n c h  - -  no c h an c e  to n igh t.  And th e i r  f r i e n d  f r o m  

H o u s to n  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  c o l le c t io n  of " T e x a n a "  - -  e s p e c ia l l y  e a r l y  m a p s ,  

a n d  in d ic a te d  th a t  h e  might  b e  g iv ing  th e m  to the  L B J  L i b r a r y .

I l e f t  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  11:00 - -  N eva  a n d  I m a k in g  p la n s  to do s o m e  

d e c o r a t i n g  a t  th e  R an c h  on M onday . I c u r l e d  up in  the b a c k  s e a t  an d  

s l e p t  on the  w ay  h o m e ,  r e a c h in g  M ac k e n  S t r e e t  by  m id n ig h t .

S o m e t im e  d u r in g  the day  I h a d  ta lk e d  to Z a r a  a n d  H a r o ld  to  w e lc o m e  

th e m  lo n g  d i s t a n c e  to  C am p  D avid  a n d  to t e l l  th em  how s o r r y  I  w a s  th a t  I 

w a s n ' t  w ith  th e m , th a t  w e  w e r e n ' t  a l l  to g e th e r  a t  the  R a n c h  - -  a n d  th a t  is  

t r u e  - -  b o th  p r o s p e c t s  w e r e  v e r y  p le a s in g .  B ut I s u p p o se  one  w a n ts  

a  t a s t e ,  a  s a m p l e ,  of w h a t one s e ld o m  h a s  - -  a  s e l f - in d u lg e n c e .  And 

th a t  i s  w h y  to d ay  a s  to d ay  w a s .  W ell, Ju n e  17th h a d  p a s s e d  a n d  no 

new  l i t t l e  N ugen t.  


